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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 32.50 UK pounds; 55 
US dollars; 69:50 Canadian dollars; 77.50 Australian dollars; 79.50) Swiss 
francs; 95 New Zealand dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 
315 French francs; 365 Swedish kronor; or 625 Indian rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 


REKKKKRKKKRKKRKKEKRKESE 


Forthcoming major WCC meetings: 


20-28 January 1994: Central Committee, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


KkKKKKKEK 


This first issue of Ecumenical Press Service for 1994 has been edited by John 
Newbury and Marlin VanElderen. Our thanks to Désirée De Rycke and Miriam Reidy 
for their contributions in preparing EPS issues during the past three months. 


Eddie Doogue, one of two new staff members for Ecumenical Press Service 
arrived in Geneva on 3 January to take up his assignment; and he will be 
responsible for editing the next issues of the service. He will be joined in 
March by Stephen Brown, appointed to the EPS staff by the WCC officers at 
their meeting in November. 


During the course of 1994 several significant changes in the WCC’s press 
services are foreseen in connection with the development of an Ecumenical News 
Service in collaboration with the Conference of European Churches, Lutheran 
World Federation and World Alliance of Reformed Churches. Subscribers will be 
informed of these in the months to come. 


kKkkKKkK KK 


EPS 94.01.01 
WCC winter aid to Armenia arrives 


YEREVAN, Armenia (EPS) --Two plane loads of relief supplies, coordinated by the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) and destined for Nagorno Karabagh, arrived in 
the Armenian capital, Yerevan, just before Christmas. 


wcc Consultant for Winter Rescue Operations in Armenia, Avedis Hintlian, 
reports that the consignments, made up of food parcels, clothing and medical 
supplies, were immediately loaded on to a total of 18 trucks, in two convoys, 
for the 15 hour journey to Nagorno-Karabagh. Hintlian says the trucks had 
heavy security and weather conditions were bad and icy. 


However, in a 30 December message to the WCC, Hintlian reports he has safely 
delivered medicines and other medical supplies to hospitals in Stepanakert, 
the capital of Nagorno Karabagh, where they were urgently needed. The 
distribution of food, blankets and clothing would follow "very shortly". 


The delivery of this aid is a first result of the WCC Winter Appeal for 


Armenia launched 15 November (EPS 93.11.63). 


The cost of the first plane was paid for out of monies received at WCC 
headquarters in Geneva in response to the appeal. The second delivery was 
organized by Danchurchaid. A total of five plane loads of supplies are planned 
ai atotal cost of USS 2 w2m. 


Nico Keulemans, WCC Executive Secretary for Emergency and Rehabilitation, told 
EPS a third plane, organized by Norwegian Church Aid and Swedish Church Aid, 
was scheduled to fly to Yerevan on 10 January with supplies destined for 
Ichevan in north eastern Armenia. 


Keulemans said the costs of the first three planes had already been covered. 
This represented $1.2m. In order for the final two plane loads to be sent, 
further funds were needed. Keulemans added that the situation in Armenia 
remains desperate, especially the need for medicines, food and warm clothing. 
[EPS] 


EPS 94.01.02 
Raiser helps launch International Year of the Family 


MALTA (EPS) --World Council of Churches (WCC) General Secretary Konrad Raiser 
has claimed families are being destroyed by international policies. 


Raiser made his comments in Malta at the opening ceremony of a forum for 
nongovernmental organizations launching the United Nations’ International Year 
of the Family 1994. 


Claiming the fault lay with widely implemented structural adjustment 
programmes, Raiser said in many countries poor families - especially single- 
parent and female-headed families "are literally being destroyed while the 
number of homeless persons and street children increases". 


Calling the family "the basic building block of all human society", Raiser 
admitted it is now under enormous pressure. Nevertheless he believed "the 
family in all its amazing diversity is not destined to disappear any time 
SOOT. 


Raiser called for efforts to strengthen and sustain families. All 
institutions, he said, including governments and the churches, need to be 
aware of how their policies affect families. For its part, Raiser added, the 
wcc had a number of programmes aimed at reinforcing the family as the natural 
environment for the development and functioning of society. 


Families face daunting challenges and in many respects the times are dire, 
Raiser concluded. However, he believed people throughout history had shown 
their resilience and determination when "something precious" was at stake. 
[EPS] 


EPS 94.01.03 
Pope’s peace message devoted to family 


VATICAN CITY (EPS) - In recognition of the United Nations’ designation of 1994 
as International Year of the Family, Pope John Paul II devoted his annual 
message for the world day of peace (1 January) to the theme "The Family 
Creates the Peace of the Human Family". 


The message says that the "most special task" of the family - the true 
foundation of society, according to the Second Vatican Council - is "to 
contribute effectively to a future of peace... The domestic virtues, based 


upon a profound respect for human life’ and dignity, and practised in 
understanding, patience, mutual encouragement and forgiveness, enable the 
community of the family to live out the first and fundamental experience of 
peacer" 


However, the pope continued, "the family is sadly, and not infrequently, seen 
to be the scene of tension and oppression, or the defenceless victim of the 
many forms of violence marking society today." Tensions within the family, 
whether rooted in economically based worries about survival or in "patterns 
of behaviour inspired by hedonism and consumerism", cannot be solved by "a 
separation of the spouses, much less by recourse to divorce, a true ‘plague’ 
of present-day society", the pope insisted. 


In those many nations around the world "caught in the spiral of bloody 
conflict", the message adds, families are often the first victims, deprived 
of breadwinners or forced to leave their homes and "flee into the unknown". 
The pope urges establishment of social structures "for actively supporting 
families affected by unexpected and devastating misfortunes, so that... they 
will not yield to the temptation to discouragement and revenge, but will react 
in a spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation." 


Other consequences of war and violence on the family, the message notes, are 
"a growing number of boys and girls and even small children playing a direct 
part in armed conflicts" and their involvement "in a real culture of violence 
in which life counts for little and killing does not seem wrong". 


Too many children, the pope says, "are deprived of the warmth of a family... 
There are thousands of children who have no home but the street and can count 
on no resources but themselves... A community which rejects children, or 
marginalizes them, can never know peace." 


The message urges laws to promote the well-being of the family and insists 
that "it is the duty of the state to encourage and protect the authentic 
institution of the family, respecting its natural structure and its innate and 
inalienable rights". 


Fundamental among these rights, according to the pope, "is the line AL. 
parents to decide, freely and responsibly, on the basis of their moral and 
religious convictions and with a properly formed conscience, when to have a 
child, and then to educate that child in accordance with those convictions". 


The message insists that the state also has a role "in creating the conditions 
in which families can provide for their primary needs in a way befitting human 
dignity. Poverty, indeed destitution... affects too many families... Poverty 
is always a threat to social stability, to economic development and ultimately 
therefore to peace." 


After a concluding appeal to families, in particular Christian families, the 
pope urges remembering "the many people who for various reasons feel that they 
have no family. To them I would like to say that there is a family for them 
too: the church is home and family for all." [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.04 
US: WCC and NCC launch human rights violations campaign 


NEW YORK (EPS) --On Human Rights Day, 10 December, church members gathered with 
representatives of local action groups to articulate the need to share stories 
demonstrating how people of colour in the US are overwhelmingly denied rights 
that others take for granted. Simultaneous events in Birmingham, Alabama, and 
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, marked the beginning of a 
year-long campaign to highlight these human rights violations. 


The campaign is a joint project of the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the US (NCC) to raise the. level of 
awareness about racism and other abuses by looking at the issue in the context 
of international human rights law. 


In Birmingham, Jean Stromberg, executive director of the WCC’s US office, 
said: "We are all...becoming aware of the ways in which global and local 
concerns and issues are intertwined. Martin Luther King, Jr, in his Letter 
from a Birmingham Jail, said ‘Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable netowrk of mutuality...Whatever 
affects one directly, affects all indirectly.’" 


Anne Braden, co-chair of the Southern Organizing Committee for Economic and 
Social Justice, said: "We activists fighting racism have felt so on the 
defensive; many have turned to blaming victims of racism. We must work for 
an anti-racist majority in this country. This initiative gives us a chance 
tesco + thar Albert Molkiber, who directs the American-Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee, concurred that "civil rights must be tied to human 
rights. We [in the US] need others to look at us; we can’t look at 
ourselves." C. T. Vivian of the Center for Democratic Renewal welcomed the 
initiative, asserting that it comes during a "decade when change will happen. 
For the last 15 years this nation has not had a moral voice. America has no 
values that are not daily compromised by its racism." 


Among organizations gathered in Birmingham to support the initiative were 
leaders of Common Ground, a group working to forge a truce among warring gangs 
in Los Angeles and elsewhere; Southern Organizing Committee for Economic and 
Social Justice; Amnesty International; United Farmworkers; New African 
Peoples Organization; Interfaith Prisoners of Conscience; Sierra Club and 
Gulf Coast Tenants Organization. 


In Pine Ridge, tribal chiefs, environmental and legal activists, indigenous 
law experts and spiritual leaders spoke of generations of marginalization, 
broken promises, ignored treaties and cultural misunderstandings perpetuated 
to sustain white control. 


Charles Abourzek, son of former South Dakota Senator James Abourzek, said that 
Native Americans are losing a sense of being participants in the making of 
history...that they are always being controlled by others, never subjects but 
always objects. "At work, they must struggle in an alien culture...they have 
to bury themselves and become white. The psychological factors underpinning 
abused children are the same as those of victims of racism." 


Phyliss Young, an environmental activist and organizer of the first 
international conference of indigenous people in 1977, said: "Pine Ridge and 
the Black Hills are our heart, our Promised Land." She told of repeated acts 
of resistance by Native American groups against corporations seeking to mine 
their mineral-rich lands and to divert the water. She spoke of the massive 
military presence, and of the void in the US regulatory apparatus through 
which negative impacts on the environment could be articulated, and stopped. 


Over the next months, the Campaign’s emphasis will be on education - helping 
the churches and communities to see and understand the problems. Next fall, 
the WCC will organize international ecumenical teams of church leaders and 
human rights experts to visit seven US sites (New York, Chicago, Pine Ridge, 
Oakland, El Paso, Birmingham and Miami) where local groups will present the 
human rights violations they have documented in their communities. Out of 
this documentation, a brief will be prepared for presentation to the UN Human 
Rights Commission. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.05 
Australia: Aboriginal and Islander views emerge in WCC report 


GENEVA (EPS) --A wide variety of views among Aboriginal and Islander peoples 
emerges in a 66-page report, Stories of the Land, published after a November 
World Council of Churches team visit to Australia. Invited by the Australian 
Council of Churches’ Aboriginal and Islander Commission (AIC), the five-person 
team crisscrossed the country as discussions continued on an historic court 
decision on land rights and on proposed federal legislation on "Native Title". 


The case in the Australian High Court began when a group of people from the 
islands in the strait separating Cape York Peninsula from Papua New Guinea 
lodged a claim for recognition of their right to the land on which they lived 
before and after annexation in 1870 by the state government of Queensland. In 
its June 1992 decision on what became known as the "Mabo Case", the court 
recognized the Meriam people’s "Native Title" (arising out of ancient 
traditions and customs), thereby effectively overturning the doctrine of terra 
nullius, which held that Australia was unoccupied when the British arrived in 
the late 18th century. 


Subsequently, the government proposed legislation that would establish the 
right to negotiate recognition of Native Title where Aboriginal people have 
continued to occupy their traditional land and no one else owns it. A social 
justice package and a land acquisition fund are also foreseen, both aimed at 
redressing injustices suffered by Aboriginals who have been separated from 
their lands. 


The WCC team included Leslie Boseto (Solomon Islands), one of the Council’s 
eight presidents, Mukami McCrum (Kenya), who is on the commission for the WCC 
programme unit on Justice, Peace and Creation, and Pablo Santos, president of 
the National Federation of Indigenous Peoples of the Philippines. Accompanying 
them were Delphine Stanford, an Aboriginal liaison person appointed by the 
AIC, and wcc staff members Bob Scott and Brenda Fitzpatrick. 


Twelve years earlier a team sent by the WCC had found much evidence of racism 
towards Australian Aboriginals. Its strong condemnation and call for justice 
and land rights had aroused sharp controversy in Australia and abroad. Ongoing 
international concern about the situation was expressed during the WCC’s 
Seventh Assembly, held in Canberra in 1991. Because the 1993 team sought to 
listen to the voices of Aboriginal and Islander people in order to share their 
stories, the report seeks to reflect faithfully rather than to synthesize the 
many differing voices heard. 


Visiting urban and rural Aboriginal communities around Australia, the team 
heard about white and black society, about youth and elders, about alcohol and 
other forms of self-destruction resulting from 200 years of dispossession and 
discrimination, about self-determination, self-management and Aboriginal 
representatives, about prisons and the law. 


Many with whom they met spoke about the merits and drawbacks of the proposed 
Native Title legislation and of various forms of compensation. The visitors 
heard about fears of negative effects the proposed legislation may have on 
those who no longer live on their ancestral land. "On the east coast and in 
the south people are not going to get anything out of all this", an Aboriginal 
participant in negotiations with the government warned. "Maybe 5 to 10 per 
cent can exert their rights under Native Title. It’s easier for people in 
remote areas who have only recently felt the impact of relating with the 
colonizers." 


There was also suspicion that the legislation uses "divide and rule" tactics 
to exploit the divisions between tribes. "Why should Aboriginal people be 
expected to reach a collective view?", one person reflected. "They are 
different people and will have different points of view." More positive 
reactions were also forthcoming, centred on the idea that the legislation is 
not the end of the struggle and leaves doors open. "When you are climbing a 
cliff-face, there is no way that you can go straight to the top", argued one 
person involved in the negotiations. "You find your crevice and you pull 
yourself up. This legislation is a crevice halfway up the cliff." [over] 


australia/2 


The government was criticized for not communicating with Aboriginals at the 
local level: "Our people in the community don’t know what’s going on... There 
has been no consultation from government... We can’t go to Canberra. We have 
to go through certain ways; someone takes us. We see guards standing there to 
protect them. They can’t come up to the bush. They won’t leave their cars and 
homes for plenty flies and mosquitos." 


In almost all the groups visited old-timers told how their cultural and 
spiritual values were denigrated and suppressed in the past, their children 
removed from their care, of outright torture and genocide. Churches were 
blamed for compliance in or shared responsibility for the evil. On their role 
today, a representative from Adelaide said, "You have pockets of good and bad, 


but mostly nothing. Churches have a lot of land... and act the same as 
government. Some places pay back, some say they will... and all sorts of 
conditions." 


"We are trying to call our church into action, to get them to be more aware 
and practise what they preach," one Aboriginal leader said. "That means asking 
themselves about church property and land, inculturation of the liturgy and 
accepting indigenous people as part of the whole, not something on the side." 
[EPS] 


EPS 94.01.06 
WCC to ECOSOC: social, economic conditions not enough for health 


GENEVA (EPS) --International bodies and governments are not doing enough to 
ensure social and economic conditions that would allow everyone to enjoy the 
"right to health", according to Margareta Skéld, executive secretary for 
health and healing in the WCC’s Programme Unit on Life, Education and Mission. 


Skéld was addressing members of the UN Economic and Social Council’s (ECOSOC) 
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which met here in early 
December. Its regular sessions devote one day to discussing a specific right 
in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 
Nongovernmental organizations in relationship with ECOSOC were invited to 
contribute to December’s discussion of the right to health. 


Within the WCC, Churches’ Action for Health (formerly the Christian Medical 
Commission) sees health as "a state of physical, mental and social well-being 
and not only the absence of disease", Skéld said. Health is an “offshoot of 
the quality of life that is intimately linked with the meaning and purpose of 
our existence" rather than a "commodity to be delivered". 


She reminded the Committee that health was proclaimed as a human right by both 
the foundation document of the World Health Organization (WHO) and the 1978 
WHO Conference in Alma Ata, Mongolia. The 1978 conference noted that "Health 


for All" depends more on social and economic factors - land, economic 
productivity, food, housing, clean water, Sanitation, education, public works, 
communication, recreation and people’s participation - than on providing 


services or distributing medicines and drugs, Skold said. She also stressed 
that health is a dynamic process in which everyone needs to be involved on 
both a personal and community level. 


Among the results of the "burdensome foreign debt" of Third World countries 
and structural adjustment policies imposed by the International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank, Sk6ld named "impoverishment, discrimination and 
marginalization of large sectors of the population" and reduced investment in 
primary health care. 


"The minimum core content of the right to health should be full implementation 
of the Alma Ata Declaration on Primary Health Care", Skéld said. "The WCC 
recommends that the UN - through the Committee on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights and in cooperation with interested governments and the WHO - 
should conduct a study action programme with a view to achieving the a See 
realization of health as a human right." [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.07 
Ecumenical leaders visit Rwanda - express support to churches 


RWANDA (EPS) --Churches have a key role to play in the task of reconciliation 
in Rwanda. That is one of the conclusions of Konrad Raiser, World Council of 
Churches (WCC) General Secretary, following a visit to the country. 


With José Chipenda, General Secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches 
(AACC), Raiser headed an ecumenical delegation to Rwanda (3-7 December) to 
express ecumenical support to the churches in their work, with others, for 


national reconciliation and the establishment of lasting peace. 


The visit followed a Mombasa meeting of Rwandan opposition and religious 
leaders in late November aimed at getting their stalled democracy process 
moving (EPS 93.12.07). 


At the end of his visit, Raiser said the delegation had received clear 
evidence that the active involvement of the churches in the process of 
reconciliation is being recognized and appreciated by those in the political 
sphere. He particularly emphasized the work done by a coordinating group made 
up of representatives from the Protestant and Roman Catholic churches in 
Rwanda. This committee, Raiser said, had influenced the political climate by 
following the rule to speak the truth to all sides. Now, it would be 
responsible for the follow-up effort of the Mombasa meeting. 


During the visit, José Chipenda suggested African countries have so far only 
experienced change but not yet real democracy. This comment, said Raiser, 
found a very widespread echo. However, he added, the political parties had 
so far been very hesitant to come forward with clear proposals about the kind 
of society which should be developed in Rwanda. He felt, therefore, the 
churches now have the possibility to create a space where perspectives going 
beyond the end of the war can be developed. In particular, the churches can 
counteract tendencies which regard people from other parties as enemies and 
allow ethnic tensions to overshadow political differences. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.08 
Ecumenical agreements in US and Mexico ™ 


ARIZONA AND MEXICO CITY (EPS) --Christian denominations in Mexico and the 
southwestern US have recently signed ecumenical agreements, reports The 
Episcopal News Service (ENS) . 


In Arizona, four major denominations which have quarrelled, competed and stood 
at the forefront of shaping Western history, have, as ENS puts it, "set aside 
epic differences in the name of co-operation, dialogue and rediscovering each 
other’s richness". 


Representatives of Orthodox, Episcopalian, Roman Catholic and Lutheran 
churches in Arizona signed a 12-point "Call to Covenant" 22 November. 


The covenant confesses past and present prejudices held against each other, 
and commits the parties to joint concerns in social justice and the study of 
Scripture. Other provisions concern praying for each other and showing mutual 
respect in families of mixed denominational backgrounds. 


In Mexico City, 4 November, Anglican, Roman Catholic, Orthodox and Lutheran 
representatives also signed an agreement which "deeply laments the divisions 
that have occurred within the church founded by Jesus Christ, and rejects the 
prejudices, the hatred and the violence that sometimes these aggressions have 
caused." 


According to Episcopal Bishop Sergio Carranza of the Diocese of Mexico, this 
agreement is important because the Roman Catholic Church now recognises as 
equals three small churches in a place where the majority of the population 
claims to belong to that church. Carranza feels the agreement will change the 
religious climate considerably although he believes some persecution of non- 
Roman Catholics will continue in some parts of Mexico. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.09 
wcc refutes alleged support for Kurdish separatist movement 


GENEVA and ISTANBUL (EPS) - In 16 December letters to Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomeos I and Armenian Patriarch Karekin II, General Secretary Konrad 
Raiser vigorously rejected suggestions - emanating from recent Turkish 
newspaper reports - that the WCC is supporting the Kurdish separatist movement 
PKK. "We have no contact with the PKK, have never supplied them with any funds 
and have never received funding from the Armenian or Greek churches to support 
them or any other political organization", Raiser wrote. 


The controversy began with an article in the 28 November issue of Cumhuriyet, 
a leading Turkish daily paper. It cited an 8 November report by a government 
security agency to Turkish prime minister Tansu Ciller as saying that, under 
the guise of humanitarian aid, a "union of churches" was supporting Kurdish 
separatist efforts for an independent state. While headlining alleged church 
funding of the PKK, the paper did not use the customary Turkish translation 
of "World Council of Churches". 


According to Cumhuriyet, the PKK is portrayed in the report as a Marxist- 
Leninist organization seeking to create "an independent, united democratic 
Kurdish state" out of areas in Iraq, Syria, Iran and Turkey by preparing the 
people there for a "Communist lifestyle" and equipping them for civil war 
against government forces in the four countries. The report said terrorist 
acts by the PKK have killed nearly 3700 Turkish security forces and 4600 
civilians. PKK casualties were put at about 4400. 


Specific charges of involvement by the WCC - and the two Orenogox cHurcies, = 
with the PKK came in subsequent articles in a different newspaper. Karekin 
told Raiser that the daily Yeni Ginaydin on 6 December accused the Greek and 
Armenian churches of collecting money for humanitarian aid and sending ft eC 
the WCC, which transferred it to the PKK for arms purchases. Subsequently, the 
paper referred to the Armenian patriarchal vicar for ecumenical affairs, who 
contested the reports, as "the liar priest". 


Karekin said the stories had aroused "circles who would like to discredit 
Christianity", causing "widespread anxiety within the dwindling Christian 
communities in Turkey". More than 98 per cent of the Turkish population is 
Muslim. 


Raiser noted that the WCC, through the Middle East Council of Churches, helped 
to channel humanitarian aid to refugees from Iraq after the Gulf War. This was 
done "with the full knowledge of the Turkish government and in cooperation 
with the Turkish Red Crescent", he said. 


"As a body which seeks to relieve human suffering wherever Tt, occurs, "we 
willingly provided humanitarian relief to those in desperate need. We have on 
other occasions taken similar action in Turkey at times of natural disasters", 
Raiser recalled. 


He told the two patriarchs that he hoped the information in his letter to them 
would "convince those who have falsely accused you" that the charges in the 
report to Mrs Ciller "bear no relation to the facts. Our task and that of our 
member churches is not to foster armed conflict but to be peacemakers and 
bearers of reconciliation." [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.10 
WCC’s Raiser received by Swiss federal council 


BERNE (EPS)--For the first time since its creation in 1948, a general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches has been received by the Swiss 
Federal Council. Konrad Raiser was received on 16 December by Flavio Cotti, 
federal adviser for foreign affairs, who drew attention particularly to the 
wcec’s efforts at mediation in Azerbaijan, Armenia, ex-Yugoslavia, and Angola. 
Raiser was accompanied by the two Swiss WCC central committee members, 
Heinrich Rusterholz, president of the Swiss Protestant Church Federation, and 
Hans Gerny, bishop in the Swiss Old Catholic Church. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.11 
Good response to Indian earthquake appeal 


MAHARASHTRA & GENEVA (EPS) --A report from the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
Emergencies Desk says the response to the India Earthquake Appeal for 
Maharashtra exceeded its US$ 500 000 target by almost 70 per, cent. 


The Emergencies Desk reports that the unspent balance will be used for post- 
earthquake rehabilitation work by the Church’s Auxiliary for Social Action 
(CASA), based in New Delhi. CASA organised the appeal following the September 
earthquake which, according to some estimates, killed as many as 25 000 
people. The official death toll stands at around 9500. 


Giving details of how the monies have been spent so far, CASA says over 

1 000 000 meals were served in six villages during the week after the 
earthquake. 250 000 water purification tablets and almost 10 000 tarpaulins 
were distributed and over 10 000 families received packs containing clothing, 
blankets and cooking utensils. 


Later, dry rations were given out in order to encourage people to become self- 
reliant. Agricultural equipment, consisting of ploughs, seeds and fertiliser 
drills, was also made available to three villages at the beginning of October, 
the best time for sowing the staple crop of Sorghum in the area. 


CASA says it now plans to implement a plan to rehabilitate people who have 
lost their homes, into new village locations. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.12 
WCC appeals for US$ 380 000 for winter relief in Macedonia 


GENEVA (EPS) --A 13 December appeal from the WCC’s Programme Unit on Sharing 
and Service (Unit IV) asked ecumenical partners for US$ 380 000 to support 
winter relief in Macedonia. Dutch Interchurch Aid, which set up an office in 
Skopje in September, will play a "lead agency" role in coordinating the 
assistance. Unit Director Myra Blyth said support for ecumenical work in 
Macedonia "can be seen as disaster prevention in the very best and most active 
sense... We have a chance to play our part in trying to prevent breakdown and 
rastea’ alk al Wh Bag eid 


A quarter of Macedonia’s 2 million people will not be able to survive this 
winter’s hardships without assistance, the appeal says. However, as che 
country’s needs are increasing, international humanitarian interest in it is 
waning. 


The appeal warns that massive international action is needed if Macedonia, 
whose transition to independence after the breakup of Yugoslavia has so far 
been peaceful, is to avoid the "chain of events... we have seen elsewhere in 
the region...: social unrest provokes inter-ethnic clashes, leading to civil 
war, intervention, a generalized Balkan war, destruction, ethnic cleansing, 
massive killings, rape, a torrent of refugees". 


The Republic of Macedonia adopted its constitution in November 1991 and became 
a member of the United Nations in April 1993. But international recognition 
of its independence has been slow, largely because of objections from Greece 
that its use of the name "Macedonia" indicates that it has designs on the 
northern Greek province of the same name. Ethnically, about two-thirds of the 
population are Macedonians and one-fifth are Albanians; the remainder includes 
Turks, Romas and Vlachs. According to the 1991 census, two-thirds are 
Orthodox, 30 per cent Muslims, one-half of one per cent Roman Catholics and 
2.8 per cent of other religious affiliations. 


The largest of the four projects for which the WCC is seeking funds is for 
assistance to retired persons and invalids most affected by the crisis in the 
country’s pension system. Other projects will provide winter assistance to 
disabled war veterans and winterization of a special institution for severely 
handicapped people. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.13 
Ex-Yugoslavia: Round Table condemns expulsions and arms trade 


PECS, Hungary (EPS) --Representatives of religious communities from the former 
Yugoslavia and other parts of Europe and North America have condemned what has 
become known as "ethnic cleansing". 


Christian, Islamic and Jewish representatives meeting for Round Table 
discussions in Pécs (8-10 December) also rejected war as a way of solving 
problems and called on religious communities to be at the forefront of caring 
for the victims of the current conflict in the former Yugoslavia. 


The Round Table was initiated and organised by the Conference of European 
Churches (CEC) with the encouragement of the Council of European Bishops’ 
Conferences. 


Due to travel problems from Sarajevo, the Bosnian Muslim delegation failed to 
attend the meeting. As a mark of solidarity with them, the Muslim delegation 
from Croatia also stayed away. However, the Imam from Belgrade, Serbia, was 
present at the Round Table. 


In a final statement, the participants called for the unhindered delivery of 
humanitarian aid to the countries of the former-Yugoslavia, and an end to the 
arms trade and "war profiteering". 


Although not using the term "ethnic cleansing", the statement also condemned 
the "emigration and expulsion of people by force". It called for the right 
to return to homes, for national and religious identities to be preserved, for 
freedom of movement and the right to choose the place of residence. 


Whilst condemning the "manipulation of religious symbols and religious 
feelings for war aims" the Round Table called on members of all religions 
represented to pray and fast for an end to the war and for a lasting peace. 
[EPS] 


EPS 94.01.14 
Mongolia said to regulate Christian activities 


SANTA ANA, California (EPS)--The Mongolian Parliament has adopted new 
legislation that limits all Christian activities to the confines of church 
buildings and forces churches to register with the government, according to 
the Californian based News Network International (NNI). 


NNI says new legislation passed 30 November gives government control over the 
location of churches and the number of church workers in each congregation. 
In addition, religious activities are prohibited from being held in state- 
owned halls and school buildings. 


NNI claims the new law gives special recognition to Buddhism with the clause, 
"In order to preserve the historic unity of the people of Mongolia, their 
culture and history, Buddhism shall be given its rightful place." 


However, the rights of Mongolian citizens to believe in non-Buddhist religions 
are also upheld. Nevertheless, there is said to be concern among Christians 
as to how the prohibition on the use of public buildings will affect 
congregations which currently hold services in either state-owned halls or in 
premises not conventionally classified as church buildings. 


NNI quotes an unnamed Hong Kong-based representative of a major Protestant 
denomination active in Mongolia as saying he did not believe the government 
was about to oust missionaries from the country. He did not want to be 
alarmist and was waiting to see how strictly the new law was enforced. 


NNI says there are an estimated 2000 Christians in Mongolia, most having 
converted since 1991. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.15 
80 000 young Christians gather in Munich 


MUNICH (EPS) --Resistance to pessimism and to the temptation to withdraw, 
discovery of the source of confidence and reconciliation, active solidarity 
and deeper understanding of freedom were the main themes of an ecumenical 
Encounter of European Youth which drew nearly 80 000 young Christians here 
between Christmas and New Year’s Day. 


Hosting the encounter, the sixteenth such event organized by the ecumenical 
community of Taizé in eastern France, were more than 300 local parishes. Among 
them the participants spoke more than twenty languages, and, for the first 
time since Taizé began to organize such mass gatherings, a majority were from 
eastern Europe. 


In a letter addressed to the participants entitled "From beginning to 
beginning", Taizé founder Frére Roger Schutz suggested several "ways to 
prepare a better future". One of them, he said, was engaging in "simple acts 
of sharing, even if you have little to share"; another could be "pooling your 
energies against hatreds". 


During their five days in Munich participants spent time separately, in 
exchanges with their hosts or reflection in small groups, or together in joint 
meditation, worship and prayers for peace. Mostly, they enjoyed getting 
together and, like youth from Serbia and Croatia, building bridges of 
friendship and hope. New Year’s Eve was celebrated in the different parishes 
and ended with a "feast of the nations" that continued until dawn. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.16 
French president receives petition to end Pacific nuclear tests 


PARIS (EPS) - A five-person delegation from environmentalist, peace and church 
groups, including the French Protestant Federation, delivered a petition for 
a definitive end to French nuclear testing in the Pacific to the military 
adviser to President Francois Mitterrand on 8 December. More than 100 000 
people had signed the petition. Mitterrand recently blocked a move to resume 
nuclear tests in the Pacific. 


While praising the president for remaining firm on the moratorium, the 
delegation put three requests to the government: that France prove its 
sincerity about the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty by calling an immediate 
permanent halt to tests; that it make public the full extent of the health and 
environmental effects of the 176 nuclear tests carried out in the Pacific 
since 1966, with a view to rehabilitation and compensation; and that there be 
a process of reflection on the economic, social and political future of French 
Polynesia in which "all the Territory’s social forces" might take part. 


The one-hour exchange also touched on France’s arms sales to countries in the 
South where, according to the delegation, they help fuel "medium-intensity" 
conflicts. The military adviser, General Vougny, told the delegation that 
Mitterrand remains committed to the moratorium and also to preserving France's 
nuclear deterrent. Over the past several years, French churches and Christian 
groups have taken an active role in raising the nuclear testing issue through 
the network "Solidarité Europe-Pacific". [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.17 
Death of Hector Caselli 


MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay (EPS) --Hector Caselli, general secretary of the World 
Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations from 1977-85, died here on 8 
December. Caselli, who served the World Alliance from 1965-70 as executive 
director of its youth and student programme, spent most of his career in Latin 
America working for the regional confederation of YWCAs (from 1970-77 as 
general secretary). After returning to Uruguay Caselli headed the Montevideo 
YMCA from 1986-91. In a message to his family, WCC General Secretary Konrad 
Raiser praised Caselli’s total commitment to young people and said he would 


be remembered as "a man of faith who was a source of hope and inspiration for 
many". [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.18 
Karl Hertz dies at 76 


SPRINGFIELD, Ohio (USA) (EPS)--Karl Hertz, director of the WCC’s Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey from 1978-83, died here on Sunday 2 January. He was 76. 
Prior to his coming to the institute, located outside Geneva, Hertz had taught 
church and society and sociology at Wittenberg University here. Earlier he was 
a professor at Capital University in Columbus, Ohio. Hertz is survived by his 
wife Barbara, two children and several grandchildren. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.19 
WCC appeals for victims of landslide in Egypt 


CAIRO (EPS) --The World Council of Churches (WCC) has appealed for US$ 100 000 
to help victims of a landslide in a slum district of Cairo. 


At 4.30 a.m. on 14 December a huge rock weighing many thousands of tons slid 
down the Mokatam mountain on to an area of Cairo where 15 000 garbage 
collectors live. The rock crushed ten houses and four workshops. 34 bodies 
have been recovered so far and 35 people are still missing, presumed dead 
under the rubble. Other houses were heavily damaged and some 400 people had 
to be evacuated. 


Following a request from the Coptic Orthodox Church in Egypt, the WCC launched 
its appeal 20 December. The money raised will be used to buy bedding for the 
displaced, and for house repairs and financial compensation for at least 15 
families. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.20 
2900 visitors to Ecumenical Centre in 1993 


GENEVA (EPS)--A total of 2900 people visited the Ecumenical Centre (home of 
the World Council of Churches and other organizations) during 1993. 2400 of 
the visitors came in 105 groups and 500 came as individuals. Most of the 
groups came from Europe, particularly Germany (43), and Switzerland (26). 
Nine groups were from the United States, and one group each came from India, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Tahiti. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.21 
43 wars going on worldwide as 1994 begins 


HAMBURG (EPS)--As 1993 drew to a close, according to the German Protestant 
Press service epd - citing 21 December report from the Political Institute at 
the University of Hamburg - 43 wars were going on in the world: 22 in Asia, 
13 in Africa, 5 in Latin America and 3 in Europe. The institute said the 
annual average number of wars during the 1950s was twelve and in the 1960s 
twenty-two. Among current wars, all except the one between Serbia and Croatia 
are conflicts within a single state, according to the institute. Its report 
pointed to renewed fighting in 1993 in the former Soviet republic of Georgia 
as evidence that conflicts which seem on the way to resolution may flare up 
anew and warned that similar developments are possible in India, Russia and 
Egypt. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.22 
Swedish Lutherans and Methodists agree on recognition 


UPPSALA (EPS) --News from the Church of Sweden reports in its 20 December issue 
that the Lutheran church’s general assembly has agreed to full recognition of 
the ministry, preaching and sacraments of the Methodist Church. The decision, 
which follows more than ten years of discussion, allows Methodist ministers 
and Church of Sweden priests to preside at services of baptism and holy 
communion in either church. 


Among issues which continue to divide the two churches, according to Church 
of Sweden church secretary Ragnar Persenius, are differences in how "we view 
the congregation and church membership". Lutheran-Methodist discussions in 
Sweden will continue during 1994 in a "council of cooperation", Persenius 
said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.23 
Methodist Peace Prize goes to Catholic priest 


BOMBAY (EPS)--The World Methodist Council, meeting here in December, awarded 
its annual peace prize to Elias Chacour, a Melkite priest known for his work 
in favour of reconciliation between Israelis and Palestinians. Chacour is the 
founder of the College of Ibillim, near Nazareth, which has 1500 students and 
a faculty of Christians, Jews and Muslims. Among earlier recipients of the 
Methodist prize, instituted in 1977, were Anwar Sadat, Jimmy Carter and 
Mikhail Gorbachev. Chacour is the first Catholic to receive the award, which 
includes a medal, a certificate and a symbolic sum of US$1000. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.24 
Protestants, Orthodox present Pope with new Bible 


ROME (EPS) --A specially bound copy of the Catholic Edition of the New Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible (NRSV), produced under the auspices of a 
Protestant and Orthodox organization, was presented to Pope John Paul II 

(4 December) by Joan Brown Campbell, General Secretary of the US National 
Council of Churches. On receiving the Bible, the pope declared that "the 
Holy Scriptures will bring all Christians together". The NRSV translation 
committee, chaired by Bruce M. Metzger, included five Roman Catholic scholars, 
and the text has been approved for use in worship every Sunday by Catholics 


in the US, Canada, Great Britain and Australia. In her presentation, 
Campbell said "the use of the same Bible by Catholics, Protestants’ and 
Orthodox Christians in worship is a powerful symbol of ecumenism". Metzger, 


regarded by Catholic, Protestant, and Eastern Orthodox scholars as a leader 
in Bible translation, told the pope that the Catholic edition of the NRSV 
provides access to ancient manuscripts never before available, a study of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, and other archaelogical discoveries. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.25 
Number of Protestants growing in Chile 


SANTIAGO, Chile (EPS)--Although 80 per cent of Chile’s 13.4 million people 
identify themselves as Roman Catholics, newly released statistics suggest that 
the Catholic presence in the country is declining. A study by the Institute 
of Statistics here says the number of Catholics has dropped by 4 per cent in 
recent years while the number of Protestants has grown by 5 per cent. The 
Catholic news service APIC says some 600 Protestant churches are registered 
with Chile’s ministry of justice, but there are estimated to be 2500 
Protestant churches in the country. According to the researchers who conducted 
the survey, what attracts Chileans to Protestantism is its simple testimony, 
its certitudes, its direct access to God without an intermediary and its offer 
of immediate participation in social endeavours. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.26 
Germany: institute for church-state research founded 


BERLIN (EPS) - Formation of an "Institute for Comparative State-Church 
Research on the German Democratic Republic and Other Former Socialist States" 
was announced in mid-December at a seminar in the Evangelical Academy here. 
Chairing the institute’s steering group is Gunter Krusche, former general 
superintendent of the Protestant church in East Berlin. 


The German Protestant press service epd noted that establishment of the 
institute comes at a time of great public interest and numerous publications 
on the issues of relations between church and state in the former East Germany 
and other Eastern and Central European socialist countries. The fifty people 
attending the seminar included theologians, historians, jurists and political 
and social scientists. 


Some participants complained that the crowded programme - more than twenty 
lectures in two days - meant that justice could not be done to the issues. 
Others identified the critical issue as the selection of speakers. Quoting one 
participant who asked, "Who is writing whose history here?", epd notes that 
both the seminar and the institute included participants who were involved in 
the political system of the former German Democratic Republic. While such 
persons can certainly contribute to clarifying the history of church-state 
relations there, epd says it is "questionable" that they can play the role of 
objective researchers. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.27 
End climate of fear for potential deportees, say UK churches 


LONDON (EPS)--An ecumenical delegation of UK Church leaders has urged 
Britain’s Immigration Minister, Charles Wardle, to end the climate of fear in 
black and minority ethnic communities in the UK by granting an amnesty to 
certain potential deportees. 


The call follows the death of Joy Gardner, who died while the authorities were 
trying to deport her at the end of July. 


In a 13 December visit to the Home Office, in London, the delegation, led by 
Brian Beck, President of the British Methodist Conference, told the minister 
the amnesty should apply to anyone who has lived in the UK for a minimum of 
five years and who is the parent of at least one child born in the UK who has 
lived in the UK for two years or longer. The delegation also wants people who 
meet the five-year condition and are self-sufficient in terms of income and 
housing to be covered by the amnesty. 


After the meeting, Beck said the Minister agreed fear in the black and 
minority communities should be removed but did not believe an amnesty was the 
appropriate method. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.28 
Old Testament shown on Italian television 


ROME (EPS)--A film, "Abraham", was shown at prime time on the first channel 
of the national network of Italian television on 12 and 13 December. The 
film is the first in a series entitled "Bible Project" which plans to film the 
whole of the Old Testament in four narrative cycles of five episodes each and 
taking a total of about 200 hours. NEV, the monthly press service of the 
Federation of Protestant Churches in Italy, reports that Catholic, Protestant, 
Jewish and Muslim experts from Europe and the US are collaborating on the 
project which is considered to be an internationally significant ecumenical 
adventure. One of the experts, Daniele Garrone, Old Testament lecturer at 
the Waldensian Theological Seminary, said "involving consultants from various 
religious backgrounds" is a real novelty in Italy and is certainly an 
"encouraging sign of greater pluralism in religious information". [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.29 
Anglicans in Papua New Guinea deny wanting to become Catholic 


LONDON (EPS) --Reports that the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea - one of 
the 29 autonomous provinces of the Anglican Communion - is considering turning 
Roman Catholic en masse because of its opposition to women priests have been 
firmly denied by one of the church’s five bishops. 


Speaking at a 17 December press conference in London at the conclusion of the 
fifth meeting of the Eames Commission, the body set up following the 1988 
Lambeth Conference to see how the Anglican Communion could maintain its 
cohesion despite differences over the appointment of women bishops, Bishop 
Paul Richardson of Aipo Rongo emphasized they were concerned merely to see how 
closely they could associate with Roman Catholics while maintaining their 
Anglican identity and membership of the Anglican Communion. 


A brief report in the London Daily Telegraph (15 December) said the church 
wished to transfer its allegiance to the Roman Catholic church, while the 
Catholic Herald headed its lead story "New Guinea’s Anglicans to move to Rome" 
and said it had been confirmed that the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea 
was seeking ways of becoming Roman Catholic en masse because of its opposition 
to women priests. 


"Before Lambeth 1988 we began discussions with the Catholic’ church -in Papua 
New Guinea about moving into closer communion", explained Richardson. "The 
issue was not related to the ordination of women. We started these 
discussions because we are a small church, 3.9 per cent of the population, in 
a very mountainous country where communication and travel are very difficult. 
These negotiations have continued ever since, and there is a very close 
relationship between the two churches. Every level of communion that is 
possible we take advantage of without breaking any of the official canons or 
rules of the church... 


"We have always made it clear that what we are wanting to do is not to leave 
the Anglican Communion, as reports have wrongly said. We have wanted to see 
how far we could move into closer communion with the Catholic Church in Papua, 
recognizing that the Catholic church is a universal body." 


On a recent visit, Cardinal Edward Cassidy, president of the Christian Unity 
Council in Rome, had suggested that the model they should perhaps look at was 
that of the Polish National Catholic Church, which was part of the Old 
Catholic family of churches and also formerly in communion with the Episcopal 
Church of the USA; this church had recently concluded an agreement with the 
Catholic church which allowed a degree of intercommunion. 


"So we are moving in that direction", Richardson continued. "Livviswan 
ecumenical initiative. It is not linked to the ordination of women." [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.30 
New evangelical churches blossom in Brazil 


RIO DE JANEIRO (EPS)--Five new evangelical churches were established every 
week in Brazil between 1990 and 1992, reports Latin American Ecumenical News 
(LAEN) quoting a survey conducted by the Instituto de Estudios de la Religion. 


LAEN says the main concentration for the new churches is in Rio de Janeiro 
where 710 congregations were opened. In the same period, only one new 
Catholic parish church was registered. 


Quoted by LAEN, Benedita da Silva, a federal deputy from the Workers Party and 
member of the Assemblies of God, maintains the growth of the evangelical 
churches is due to their organizational methods. Da Silva says a minister 
does not necessarily need years of study and, also, to create a new church an 
impressive building is not needed. Often, congregations begin in the room of 
someone’s home and, as they grow, the whole house is transformed into a 
temple, says da Silva. [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 32.50 UK pounds; 55 
US dollars; 69.50 Canadian dollars; 77.50 Australian dollars; 79.50 Swiss 
francs; 95 New Zealand dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 
315 French francs; 365 Swedish kronor; or 625 Indian rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 
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EPS INDEX 1993: The EPS index for 1993 is now available on request. 
However, If you have requested a copy in previous years your name is on our 
mailing list and you will automatically receive a copy. Please do not re- 
request. 
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This is the first issue of Ecumenical Press Service edited by Edmund Doogue. 
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EPS 94.01.31 
WCC calls for protection for status of Jerusalem 


GENEVA (EPS)--As the Vatican and Israel establish diplomatic relations, the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) has expressed concern that future decisions 
regarding the status of Jerusalem take into account the city’s importance for 
the followers of the three great monotheistic religions, Judaism, Islam and 
Christianity. 


On 30 December at the Israeli foreign ministry in Jerusalem, Israel’s deputy 
foreign minister, Yossi Beilin, and the Vatican under-secretary of foreign 
relations, Monsignor Claudio Celli, signed an accord in which the Vatican and 
Israel state formal recognition of each other. The accord was the result of 
17 months of discussions. 


Further discussions will be held before the naming of ambassadors and the 
establishment of embassies. 


Beilin hailed the accord as a victory for "Sanity, the Jewish people and the 


state of Israel ... Behind the agreement there are thousands of years of 
history full of hatred, fear and ignorance, with a few islands of 
understanding, of co-operation." But some of the Israeli press was less 


forgiving, reminding readers of church persecution of the Jews in the Middle 
Ages and suggesting that the Vatican was recognising Israel only so that it 
would be able to have a say in the Arab-Israeli peace talks, which are 
scheduled to decide the final status of Jerusalem by 1998. 


Recent statements from the Vatican and groups in Israel make it abundantly 
clear that the future of Jerusalem, a holy city for all three faiths, will 
require the most delicate diplomatic approaches from both secular and 
religious authorities as the quest for a lasting Middle-East peace continues. 


Last week’s comment from the WCC also points out that the preservation of 
Christian holy places in Jerusalem is of vital importance to the WCC’s 322 
member churches, particularly the Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox 
churches. 


The wCc said that it was not its general practice to comment on the activities 
of the Vatican as a state maintaining diplomatic relations with sovereign 
states, but added: "It is our understanding that the question of the future 
status of Jerusalem will be a subject of continuing discussions between the 
Vatican and the state of Israel. The WCC and its member churches, especially 
those living and witnessing in the region, will be following these discussions 
with considerable interest. 


"The long-standing position of the ecumenical movement with regard to the 
status of Jerusalem is that this city’s importance for the three great 


monotheistic religions ... cannot be overestimated. Each has holy places there 
to which pilgrims have come for centuries, and which are symbols of their 
peoples’ deep attachments to this ‘City of Peace’," the WCC said. 


A statement published early this month in the official Vatican newspaper, 
L’Osservatore Romano, was optimistic in its assessment of the place of 
Jerusalem in future peace discussions, but also made it clear that the Vatican 
wanted guarantees regarding religious freedom, the legal status of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Israel, and the status of Jerusalem. 


The newspaper said that the Holy See would continue to claim such guarantees, 
but expressed a longing for a time when "the holy city of Jerusalem will 
inevitably become a crossroad for peace, a place marked out where peoples, 
cultures: and civilisations can meet". 


Yasser Arafat, leader of the Palestine Liberation Organisation, has already 
asked for a meeting with Pope John Paul II to discuss the future of Jerusalem. 
He told 30 Giorni, a Roman Catholic review, that Jerusalem should become the 
capital of both Israeli and Palestinian states. He added that relations 
between the PLO and the Vatican were excellent. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.32 
Russian churches plan Moscow peace summit 


MOSCOW--The major churches and Christian denominations within the former 
Soviet Union have agreed to hold a religious summit in Moscow in June to 
discuss ways to resolve the conflicts which threaten their new-found freedoms. 


A crucial subject for discussion at the conference, to be held from 21-23 
June, will be the possibility of direct church approaches to state authorities 
in areas of conflict. Discussion of Christian attitudes to growing nationalism 
within the former Soviet Union has been marked as a special topic for 
discussion at the conference. 


The conference - called to address the issue of "Christian faith and human 
enmity", will be the first major interdenominational event since the collapse 
of communism in the region. One observer said that the conference would 
provide vital dialogue between the major Christian groupings after a ‘long 
period of poor communication. 


The conference also comes at a time when many members of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, which is growing rapidly, are anxious about the many missionary groups 
who are hoping to make converts in the former Soviet Union. 


The conference is the result of planning which began at a discussion in Moscow 
last September, called by the Russian Orthodox Church and the US National 
Council of Churches. A second meeting was held last month to formalise the 
religious summit. Representatives of Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Protestant and 
Evangelical churches, as well as other denominations, representing churches 
in Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, Armenia and Belorussia, met from 16-17 December 
and agreed to set up an international preparatory committee to deal with all 
further planning for the June conference. Representatives of the World Council 
of Churches, the Council of European Churches and other ecumenical bodies were 
also present at last month’s planning meeting. 


The June conference will discuss "the attitude of Christian churches and 
denominations towards problems of hostility and conflict situations in the 
territory of the former Soviet Union, as well as ways of bringing common 
efforts towards reconciliation", according to a statement issued after the 
planning meeting. 


The statement added: "The agenda of the conference will embrace major issues 
of Christian contributions to overcoming tensions, to strengthen churches’ 


ministry of reconciliation, to contribute towards peace and mutual 
understanding, to approach state authorities in areas of conflict, to bring 
humanitarian aid to suffering people." [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.33 
Russia: Raiser praises church initiatives 


MOSCOW (EPS) --The World Council of Churches’ general secretary, Konrad Raiser, 
has made his first visit to Russia since taking up office in January last 
year, noting the strong growth of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


After his return to the WCC headquarters in Geneva, Raiser praised many of the 
church’s initiatives. 


"The paramount impression of the Russian Orthodox Church is that of a fast- 
growing church which needs all its energies to respond to this new situation", 
he said. 


"Everywhere the growth of the church is accompanied by new and imaginative 
initiatives to meet the expectations of people regarding church services", 
Raiser said. "Priority is given to initiatives in the area of Christian 
education, theological education, but also to a wide range of diaconal 
activities, like hospital work, services for homeless people, street girls, 
alcoholics, prison chaplaincy, soup kitchens for destitute people. 


"Much of this activity is being undertaken and coordinated by a large number 
of newly established Orthodox brotherhoods, or sisterhoods and thus based 
essentially on lay initiatives." [over] 


proselytism/2 


The WCC general secretary, who visited Russia as its citizens voted in 
December’s parliamentary elections, said: "In the present situation of social 
and political transition, the church seems to enjoy a high degree of public 
moral authority. This is particularly true for the person of the Patriarch 
[Aleksy II]. His mediation efforts during [Russia’s 1993] October crisis were 
greatly appreciated. 


"The leadership of the Orthodox Church tries to keep away from any direct 
political activity and has ruled that no priest can accept political office. 
At the same time, the Russian Orthodox Church accepts its public role anda 
prophetic ministry of the church, in particular in the promotion of peace, 
reconciliation, the defence of human rights and the mediation in situations 
of ethnic conflict. An indication of this intention to play an active role is 
the plan to organise a conference of all Christian churches in the former 
Soviet Union on the issues of peace, reconciliation, nationalism and ethnic 
conflict." [See previous item - EPS 94.01.32.] 


During his Russian visit from 10-14 December, Raiser visited St Petersburg and 
Moscow and met many leading figures of the Russian Orthodox Church, including 
the Patriarch and Metropolitan Kyrill, in Moscow. He also met Metropolitan 
Filaret when, during the same tour, he visited Minsk in Belorussia. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.34 
Orthodox-Reformed dialogue reaches new agreement 


LIMASSOL, CYPRUS--The Orthodox Church and the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches have reached consensus on the doctrine of Christology. 


An official: bilateral dialogue in Limassol (8-13 January) held fruitful 
discussions on the Incarnation, building upon earlier dialogues based on the 
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed. 


Previous dialogues between the traditions have been held in Kapel-am-Albis, 
Switzerland, in 1992, in Minsk, Belorussia, in 1990, and in Leuenberg, 
Switzerland, in 1988. 


In the Limassol dialogue, hosted by the Orthodox Church of Cyprus, 27 
representatives of the two traditions took part, co-chaired by Metropolitan 
Panteleimon Rodopoulos of Tyroloe and Serention (Ecumenical Patriarchate) and 
Lukas Vischer (Swiss Reformed Church). 


Clergy and lay theological scholars, pastors and church administrators were 
among the participants. 


After the dialogue, the participants issued a joint communiqué affirming "the 
importance of the conversations in enhancing trust and understanding between 
the two traditions. It is hoped that future sessions of the Orthodox-Reformed 
dialogue will build on the goodwill established by these theological 
discussions to the mutual benefit of their respective churches." 


The participants also issued an agreed statement describing the achievements 
in the dialogue and noting that the doctrines of the Trinity and Incarnation 
held by the two traditions are not incompatible. 


"As regards the connection between the doctrine of the Trinity and the 
doctrine of the Incarnation, Orthodox and Reformed seem to follow two 
different kinds of approach which, however, are not incompatible", the agreed 
statement said. 


"The Orthodox approach takes its beginning in the Mystery of the Incarnation 
which includes the whole saving economy as it is proclaimed in the Bible, 
confessed in the Patristic Tradition and experienced in the Divine Liturgy. 
The starting point of the Reformed approach to Christology and the mystery of 
the Trinity is the Scriptural witness to the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus of Nazareth. Both agree that their teaching about Trinity and 
Incarnation reflects the encounter with the reality of God as revealed in 
Christ." The agreed statement will now be passed to Orthodox and Reformed 
churches for study and discussion. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.35 
US National Council of Churches repeats Haiti plea 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--The US National Council of Churches (NCC) began the new year with 
renewed efforts to support re-establishment of the government of President 
Jean Bertrand Aristide in Haiti. 


On 11 January, NCC General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell faxed US Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher a letter urging that the US government use jus Cal 
its influence" to "end the state of terror in Haiti and in the shortest time 
possible see the return of the democratically-elected government, with peace 
and security, in’ Haiti". 


NCC resolutions in the past have expressed similar positions, while also 
condemning the US government’s policy of returning the Haitians who arrive by 
boat without immigrant visas and ask for asylum. 


"The messages received from churches and Christians in Haiti, with whom we are 
in constant contact, indicate that the international community is experiencing 
a loss of credibility in regard to the restoration of Haitian democracy", the 
general secretary told Christopher. 


She said the outcome in Haiti held special importance because not only the 
"democratic process" was at stake, but the trust of a poor, powerless 
majority. "Without wanting to do so, Haiti becomes a ‘test case’ for the 
viability of real democracy in the hemisphere", she said. 


Oscar Bolioli, Latin America secretary for the NCC, said in a 12 January 
interview that the poor were increasingly excluded from political decisions 
in much of Latin America, even in countries operating formally according to 
democratic standards. So Haiti was a crucial test, he said. - 


The letter to Christopher did not specifically call for the return of 
Aristide, who was elected president with 67 per cent of the vote ina December 
1990 election, but was removed by a military coup seven months after his 
installation in February 1991. Bolioli said that restoration of democracy 
would mean the return of Aristide, but the NCC did not want to focus on him 
personally or to suggest that merely the return of Aristide under any kind of 
power-sharing agreement would be sufficient. 


Formerly a member of the Salesian order of Catholic priests, Aristide was 


expelled when he disobeyed orders to stay out of politics. He has not been 
laicized, but has not become affiliated with any other order or any diocese 
that would authorize him to exercise his priestly faculties. He has been 


critical of church authorities, and accused the Vatican of supporting the 
military rulers in Haiti. 


Archbishop Jean-Louis Tauran, the Vatican’s "foreign minister", told the 
Catholic News Service in an 18 November interview in New York that the Vatican 
favoured Aristide’s return if it would mean "political and social peace", but 
that Haiti’s immediate need was for dialogue and reconciliation of all 


parties. 


Although the US government has said it favours restoring Aristide to power, 
reports from Washington indicate that some officials lack confidence in his 
ability and personal stability. But Bolioli said he thought Aristide could 
succeed if he had the right team helping him. 


Bolioli had planned to take a church delegation to Haiti at the time of 
Aristide’s proposed 30 October return under the agreement reached with the 
military last summer in the Governors Island accords. To show the NCC’S 
continuing support, he said he was accepting an invitation from Haiti’s US 
Ambassador Jean Casimir to attend a conference Aristide had called to meet in 
Miami for discussion of the theme, "Democracy in Haiti - The Solution to the 
Refugee Crisis". [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.36 
Mexican bishop wins church support for aiding Indians 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--The general secretary of the US National Council of Churches (NCC) 
has sent a letter of support to a Mexican bishop under attack for aiding 
Indians in the area of the January uprising. 


"We wish to take this opportunity to express our support for your ministry and 
the hope which you and your colleagues bring to so many indigenous sisters and 
brothers", Joan Brown Campbell wrote in a letter on 6 January to Catholic 
Bishop Samuel Ruiz Garcia. 


Ruiz, bishop of San Cristobal de las Casas in the southern state of Chiapas 
since 1960, joined two other bishops in offering to mediate the dispute. The 
general secretary, noting the danger to the indigenous people in the "bloody 
Fighting", thanked him for this offer and for his "call to prudence". 


The guerrillas, mostly Mayan Indians, took over government buildings in San 
Cristobal and other major towns on New Year’s Day. They said the North 
American Free Trade Agreement, effective that day, would worsen their poverty. 


They had taken the name of Emiliano Zapata, an Indian leader of Mexican 
revolutionary activity from 1910 until his assassination in 1919, and called 
their group the Zapatista National Liberation Army. As the Mexican army 
moved against them, they began withdrawing into the hills and jungles. 


The Chiapas government claimed that "people from areas under Zapatista control 
have said that some Catholic priests who are believers in the theology of 
liberation and their deacons have joined the guerrillas, and given them help 
through the radio communication system of the Diocese of San Cristobal". 


Two priests, diocesan spokesman Rodolfo Izal and chancellor Gonzalo Ituarte, 
denied that diocesan personnel were involved, and said the guerrillas captured 
and used a state-owned radio station, not the church station. 


However, the bishop and diocesan workers have been known as defenders of 
indigenous people in their struggles with ranchers and others over land rights 
and issues of political power. Officials of the Vatican and the Mexican 
government were reportedly pressuring the bishop to resign. 


Catholic News Service reported on 3 January that Ruiz issued an end-of-year 
message to his diocese attributing his strained relations with the Vatican to 
a letter he handed Pope John Paul II during a papal visit to Mexico last year. 
The letter blamed the poverty of Indians and others on Mexico’s political and 
economic system. 


Archbishop Girolamo Prigione, Vatican representative in Mexico, reportedly 
read Ruiz a letter of criticism from the Congregation for Bishops in October, 
conveying complaints about his pastoral and theological approaches. 


Oscar Bolioli, Latin America secretary of the US National Council of Churches, 
“Said Ruiz visited council headquarters in New York several years ago, and had 
cooperated with a programme the NCC supported to aid refugees fleeing from 
Guatemala to Chiapas, a bordering state. 


General Secretary Campbell expressed gratitude to Ruiz for his ministry 
"because of your solidarity not only with the indigenous and dispossessed of 
Mexico, but also with those who have had to cross the border seeking 
protection in your diocese". 


Bolioli said on 12 January that US church officials were talking about sending 
a delegation in response to Ruiz’s request for outside observers, but that it 
would be better to delay until the steps Mexican President Carlos Salinas de 
Gortari was taking to promote a negotiated settlement could be assessed. [EPS] 


EPS adds: Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
wrote on 16 January to President Carlos Salinas de Gortari emphasising the 
importance of a negotiated settlement to the conflict. He has also written to 
Bishop Ruiz assuring him of full support for his efforts to mediate in the 
eoanilict . 


EPS 94.01.37 
South African issue leads agenda 


JOHANNESBURG--The future of South Africa is high on the agenda as the central 
committee of the World Council of Churches holds its 45th meeting at the Eskom 
Conference Centre near Johannesburg 20-28 January. 


The 150-member committee will decide whether the WCC, which has actively 
supported economic sanctions against South Africa, should change its policy. 
The South African Council of Churches has already called on the international 
community to lift sanctions. 


Another decision which will be watched with interest by churches around the 
world will be the choice of site for the WCC’s next general assembly, to be 
held in 1998. The central committee will choose both the theme and the site 
of the eighth assembly of the WCC, which will be particulary significant as 
it will be the 50th anniversary of the founding of the WCC. Since its first 
assembly in Amsterdam in 1948, WCC assemblies - the main legislative body of 
the organisation - have been held in Evanston (near Chicago), New Delhi, 
Uppsala, Nairobi, Vancouver, and, <.in, 2991, in) Canberra: 


A special session of the central committee will focus on violence against 
women and on women under racism. A call is expected to be made to churches to 
express their solidarity with women in addressing these problems. 


The issue of the relationship of the WCC and its member churches to the Roman 
Catholic Church is on the central committee’s agenda, with several leading 
church figures scheduled to speak on this issue. 


The central committee is also expected to propose action to help meet the 
challenge of the Aids pandemic. 


More than 50 journalists, from South African and international media outlets, 
have applied to attend the committee meetings. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.38 
South Africa: church leader appointed to electoral commission 


JOHANNESBURG--Frank Chikane, general secretary of the South African Council 
of Churches, has been appointed to South Africa’s Independent Electoral 
Commission. 


In a meeting after the news of Chikane’s appointment to the commission, the 
SACC’s general purposes committee said that it rejoiced in his appointment to 
the electoral commission and released him, with the committee’s blessing and 
support, to serve the nation. 


A statement from the SACC’s general purposes committee said that Chikane had 
"worked hard in the struggle to reach the place where there is a general 
election in which all the citizens of this country participate. The need for 
an election has been stated time and time again by the SACC and much of,.tts 
work has been directed toward that end. 


"It is recognised that the appointment of Mr Chikane is in his personal 
capacity and not as a representative of the council or any of its member 
churches. It is also recognised that in order to release Mr Chikane in his 
personal capacity he will need to take the appropriate period of time on 
unpaid leave." 


Because of Chikane’s appointment to the electoral commission, Hlope Bam, 
current deputy general secretary, has been appointed interim general 
secretary, while Dan Vaughan has been made personal assistant to the interim 
general secretary. Abraham Maja will retain his position on the regional 
councils desk while taking up the position of interim deputy general 
secretary. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.39 
Archbishop of Canterbury urges new efforts in Sudan 


By Robert Nowell 

LONDON--The international community should seek a peaceful settlement to the 
conflict in’ the southern Sudan "with greater energy and imagination", said 
Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey at a press conference in London 

on his return from a four-day visit. 


Carey also gave high praise to ecumenical cooperation by churches in the 
region. 


A particular contribution could be made, he thought, both by the southern 
Sudan’s neighbouring countries and by the wider Muslim world, especially 
moderate Muslim states such as Malaysia which he visited recently. 


Rebutting accusations that his refusal to visit the North as the guest of the 
Sudanese government rather than of the country’s Anglican church had been 
provocative, he said he hoped that reasonable Muslims would not see him as a 
threat or as a foe. 


"T believe with Hans Kling that religions have a vital role to play in getting 
a secure world peace", he said. Religion was not fading out, but 
unfortunately there was a lot of bad religion about, and fundamentalism of all 
kinds sometimes played a part in that bad religion. 


The main impression of a visit that left him "emotionally devastated" was of 
a suffering people calling out for help after 30 years of war and carnage. 
But he took hope from the fact that his visit had succeeded in bringing 
widespread media interest to the country’s "appalling problems". 


He paid tribute to the "impressive ecumenical cooperation" of the churches, 
which he thought was in part due to the fact that they were living with the 
basic realities of life and death, and was full of praise for Roman Catholic 
Bishop Taban of Torit, chairman of the New Sudan Council of Churches, who met 
him on his arrival at Nairobi. 


"The large majority of the South is Christian, and the faith is multiplying 
rapidly", he said. "There is great fear that victory by the government 
forces will lead to the imposition of sharia law and the eradication of the 
Christian faith." [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.40 
Commission to prepare crucial text on nature of church 


GENEVA--A text on the nature, unity and mission of the church is to be 
prepared by the World Council of Churches’ Commission on Faith and Order. 


"The Church as Koinonia - An Ecumenical Study" will probably be prepared in 
time for presentation at the next general assembly of the WCC in 1998. 


Gunther Gassmann, Faith and Order director at WCC headquarters in Geneva, said 
after a meeting of the Faith and Order standing commission in Crét-Bérard, 
Switzerland, 4-11 January that a new era was under way since the Fifth World 
Conference on Faith and Order in Santiago de Compostela, Spain, last August. 


He spoke enthusiastically of converging understanding between churches, and 
added that the new document on the nature of the church and its relationship 
to the world would be of great importance in increasing understanding. 
Gassmann said that this month’s meeting had set a vital agenda for this area 
of ecumenism for the next four years. 


The commission would also study related topics, including the ordination of 
women and the nature of the papacy. 


Last August’s world conference on faith and order gave a boost to hope for 
ecumenical advances by calling on Christians to seek "fuller koinonia". 
Koinonia is a New Testament Greek term meaning "communion" or "fellowship". 
[EPS] 


EPS 94.01.41 
Board member banks on an alternative 


AMERSFOORT, The Netherlands--A former board member of one of the biggest Dutch 
banks, ING Bank, has been appointed general manager of the Ecumenical 
Development Cooperative Society, the "alternative bank" which offers churches 
and church-related organisations investment opportunities with strict ethical, 
as well as economic, criteria. 


Gert H. O. van Maanen will take up his new position on 1 April 1994, replacing 
Douglas V. Brunson who is returning to the United States after nine years as 
general manager of EDCS. 


Throughout his career Van Maanen has given much of his free time to 
development and justice work. He was one of the technical founders of the 
EDCS, which was established in 1975 on the initiative of the World Council of 
Churches. In 1989 Van Maanen became a member of the EDCS board of directors. 
Van Maanen, aged 52, began his professional career as a lawyer with the 
Rotterdam law firm Nauta Dutilh. He then worked for the shipping and transport 
group, Royal Nedlloyd, before becoming a member of the ING Bank’s board of 
directors) in. 1989), 


EDCS, which has total share capital of $US 60 million, invested by 250 
churches and related organisations around the world, extends loans to 
economically viable projects proposed by disadvantaged groups of people who 
have no access to other credit. 


Many loans are made to projects in under-developed countries. Preference is 
given to environmentally sound proposals and to cooperatives with a high level 
of participation by women. EDCS has its main office in Amersfoort and 12 
support offices around the world. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.42 
Danish banking dream set to come true 


COPENHAGEN--A small group of Danish Christians are about to realise a long- 
held dream, the establishment of a cooperative bank to channel interest-free 
and low-interest loans to "Third World projects". 


The OIKOS bank, expected to open in April, is the result of cooperation 
between the Christian group and a small Danish cooperative bank which wants 
to expand. (The name OIKOS, Greek for house, was chosen because it is the root 
of the words ecumenical, ecological and economical, all concepts which form 
part of the banking proposal.) 


Loans from OIKOS will be channelled through several organisations, including 
EDCS, the alternative bank established on the initiative of the World Council 
of Churches to fund viable projects, mainly in under-developed regions, 
proposed by groups who cannot obtain credit elsewhere. 


Despite some controversy in the media about the OIKOS proposal, Christian 
organisations have already pledged their support and individuals have promised 
to invest 1 million Danish Kroner ($US 150 000). The group believes that once 
the ball starts rolling, it will quickly gather momentum. The bank will be 
open to all customers who agree with its aims. At the same time, the group’s 
members have described their proposal as ecumenical to indicate that they 
believe their faith should influence everything Christians do, including the 
handling of money. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.43 
Lutherans now total 58 million worldwide 


GENEVA--Latest figures from the Lutheran World Federation estimate that in 
1993 the total number of Lutherans worldwide was 58.5 million, up from the 
1992 figure,of close to 58.3 million. 


According to the latest issue of Lutheran World Information, the Church of 
Sweden, with 7.6 million members, is the world’s largest Lutheran church, 
followed by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America with 5.2 million, and 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland with close to 4.6 million. Germany 
has more Lutherans than any other country - its 13 Lutheran churches have a 
combined membership of 14.6 million, followed by the US with 8.3 million. 


The Evangelical Church of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil showed a high 
growth rate in 1993, raising its membership by 150 000 to 1.13 million. 


Lutheran World Information said that the figures were based on information 
supplied by Lutheran churches worldwide. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.44 
Islam and Christianity have "top growth rates" 


ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS--Islam and Christianity enjoyed the highest percentage 
growth rate of all world religions between 1980 and 1992, according to 
research by the Rockford Institute on Religion and Society. 


In its monthly publication, The Religion and Society Report, the institute 
reported that the number of Muslims grew by 30.5 per cent in that period, 
reflecting the very high birth rates in northern and central Africa and 
several Middle East countries where Islam is the religion of most of the 
population. The report said, however, that Islam was gaining substantial 
numbers of converts in several non-Islamic countries. 


Christianity, the report said, was also gaining "a modest number of 
conversions". Its percentage growth rate between 1980 and 1992 was also 30.5. 


The growth rate for atheists and non-believers was estimated at 29 per cent, 
rising from 911 million people in 1980 to 1175 million in 1992. During that 
period, the world’s population as a whole rose, according to the report, by 
2958-per cents 


In the same period the number of Hindus grew by 28.8 per cent, while the 
number of Buddhists increased by 21.9 per cent. 


Out of step with the increase rates for other major religions was the growth 
in the number of followers of Judaism which increased by only six per cent, 
from 17 million to 18 million. 


Meanwhile, further claims about the growth of evangelical churches in Latin 
America suggest they will have more than 100 million members by the year 2000. 
A recent article in Latinamerica Press said that the astonishing growth of 
evangelical churches in Latin America, from 50 000 members in 1900 to about 
40 million in 1990, was making the traditional Protestant and Roman Catholic 
churches anxious. [EPS] ) 


EPS 94.01.45 
Lutherans pledge a second time 


DES MOINES--The 800 members of the Grace Lutheran Church in Des Moines, in 
Washington State, want to raise $US 1 million to relieve world hunger by the 
year 2000. But the goal, according to the Lutheran magazine, published in 
Minneapolis, is no mere dream. Last year the church, in suburban: Seattle, 
fulfilled, well before time, its first pledge, made in 1986, to raise 

$1 million by the year 2000. Church members celebrated their achievement by 
promising to repeat it. Challenging the church’s members to work to become "a 
congregation of compassion", the church’s pastor, Edward Markquart, said: 
"Compassionate hearts grew along with the people’s commitment of resources to 
hunger issues ... The small core of concerned people became a large core of 
concerned people." [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.46 
Ukraine: senior officials abandon schismatic church 


KIEV --Five senior officials of a schismatic church in Ukraine have sought 
readmission to the local Orthodox church loyal to the Moscow Patriarchate, 
according to a report by the Orthodox Press Service. 


The press service, based in Sceaux, France, reported that the five clerics 
wanted to leave the "Ukrainian Orthodox Church - Kiev Patriarchate" because 
it had no basis in Orthodox canons. The five, who were among the 12 leading 
clerics of the schismatic church, also made strong criticism of the church’s 
leadership. They have asked to be readmitted to the Autonomous Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church, loyal to Moscow. 


The church broke away from the Russian Orthodox Church in 1992, less than six 
months after Ukraine won independence from Moscow. At the time of the 
breakaway, "Metropolitan" Filaret, the leading figure in the new church, 
promised that it would be quickly recognised, but none of the Orthodox 
churches have recognised the group. Disputes over church property have given 
rise to street violence and turned congregations against one another. Filaret, 
who was defrocked by the Moscow Patriarchate, handed over leadership to a 
successor last year. 


The press service said that most of Ukraine’s 35 million Orthodox have 
remained faithful to the Moscow Patriarchate. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.47 
Indonesia threatens harsh action to stop inter-religious marriage 


GENEVA--Indonesia’s minister for religious affairs, Tarmidzi Thaher, has 
threatened to use the law to halt the rising number of inter-religious 
marriages, according to the international Catholic press agency, APIC, in 
Fribourg, Switzerland. About 86 per cent of Indonesians are Muslims, 6.4 per 
cent Protestants, 3.1 per cent Roman Catholics, along with small minorities 
of Buddhists, Hindus and animists. A 1974 law calls on all Indonesians to 
marry according to the strictures of their religion. 


In a separate development church leaders have been strongly criticised for 
their silence on infringements of human rights in the region. Participants at 
a December gathering, the Indonesian forum for human rights, called on 
religious groups to prove their independence by acting against unjust 
government action, according to Eglises d’Asie, a Christian news bulletin 
published in Paris. 


The forum registered disapproval of the silence of religious leaders following 
reports of the "execution by the security forces of members of an Islamic sect 
in west Java and of four peasants from Madura". 


Soritua Nababan, former bishop of the Protestant Church of Batak, and vice- 
moderator of the WCC’s central committee, criticised religious leaders for 
their poor knowledge of human rights. Church leaders, he said, had allowed 
themselves to be limited to traditions and rituals, resulting in a stunted 
religious faith. He claimed that religious organisations were reluctant to 
speak out about infringements of human rights because they feared action 
against them by the state authorities. 


Franz Magnis-Suseno, a Roman Catholic priest and head of the Catholic faculty 
of theology in Jakarta, said that the battle for human rights was part of the 
battle against totalitarianism. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.48 
Ethiopia repeats call for help 


GENEVA--The Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) has repeated its 
call for urgent help to Ethiopia and Eritrea after the failure of the harvest. 
Lylseged Alemayehu, of EECMY, told EPS that 900 000 metric tonnes of food were 
needed to help four million people suffering after the harvest failed. Last 
month the World Council of Churches Emergencies Desk described signals from 
Ethiopia and Eritrea as alarming. Grain, food and oil are most needed. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.49 
Churches respond as 135 fires ravage Sydney 


SYDNEY--The bushfires which killed several people, hospitalised more than 60, 
and forced thousands of people to abandon their homes prompted spontaneous and 
generous offers of assistance from local churches. 


More than 150 families have lost their homes and all their belongings to 135 
bushfires which surrounded Sydney, Australia’s largest city, for more than a 
week. Thousands of animals were also killed in the fires, while many animals, 
including kangaroos, took refuge in suburban gardens. 


The Anglican Archbishop of Sydney, Harry Goodhew, visited the worst affected 
parishes and launched a Bushfire Appeal to provide emergency help for those 
people forced to flee their homes. 


The Anglican Home Mission Society provided accommodation in the homes of 
Sydney Anglicans to 560 people in need. The Bible Society also offered to 
replace any Bible lost in the fires. 


An American tourist, Helene Wolf, of Waterloo, Iowa, was so moved by media 
reports of the devastation that she rang the Anglican Home Mission Society to 
donate all the belongings she had with her, including her clothes. 


The Presbyterian church and manse in the Sydney suburb of Como West were 
destroyed in the fires. According to a Sydney-based religious media agency, 
Worldwide Photos, a message scribbled in chalk on the church’s notice board 
on Sunday informed local residents that "an open-air service will be held 
today". 


When the Uniting Church parish in the suburb of Jannali launched an appeal to 
help local people who had lost their homes, the pastor, Gordon Bradbery, found 
the church hall was soon filled with clothing and household items. 


"We have no more space", said one volunteer, Alan McNamara. "The hall is full. 
The stairs are covered. The response of people was fantastic." [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.50 
Pope makes health plea 


VATICAN CITY--Two thirds of the world’s population lack fundamental health 
care, and medical support must be made a global priority, according to Pope 
John Paul II’s message for World Health Day, to be held on 14 February 1994. 
Scientific progress and the development of mass communications have provided 
the means and hope that greater awareness and cooperation will lead to action 
on global health problems, the pope says. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.51 
Billy Graham finds trouble in Tokyo 


TOKYO--The American evangelist, Billy Graham, this month expressed frustration 
with the religious relativism of Japan, which he is visiting for the third 
time. Japan’s liking for eclectic religion - under which Japanese get married 
in Christian churches and have Buddhist funerals - prompted Graham to point 
out that "you can’t be a Buddhist and a Christian", according to the 
International Herald Tribune. Asked about Japanese religious practice, Don 
Hoke, a former Protestant missionary to Japan, said: "Japanese are steeped in 
the relativism of Buddhism. They have a hard time believing in absolutes like 
one God, one way, the truth and the right way." [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.52 
Duchess of Kent becomes Roman Catholic 


LONDON--A member of the British royal family has become a Roman Catholic. The 
Duchess of Kent, previously described as an Anglo-Catholic (Anglican) has been 
received into the Roman Catholic Church by Cardinal Basil Hume in a private 
ceremony in his chapel. The decision was seen by some as another blow to the 
Church of England, already troubled by the move to the Catholic Church of 
traditionalist Anglican priests unhappy with plans to ordain women priests in 
the Church of England. Rumours that the Princess of Wales, who is a supporter 
of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, will become a Roman Catholic were recently 
denied by her friends, according to the London press. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.53 
Conference to address African issues 


PRAGUE--The European branch of the African Students Christian Movemént is 
holding a conference at the end of March to discuss a wide range of issues, 
including Africa and the debt crisis, Aids, the role of women in African 
politics, and civil and religious conflicts in Africa.. The conference, 
sponsored by the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, will be held in Prague 
31 March to 3 April, and is aimed mainly at Africans studying in Europe. Jose 
Chipenda, general secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches, and Dan 
Kaseje, of the Red Cross, will speak at the symposium. The address for 
inquiries is African Students Christian Movement, V Jircharich 13, 110 00 
Praha 1, Czech Republic. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.54 
Religion as crime prevention 


JERUSALEM--An international conference to discuss religious and philosophical 
approaches to the rehabilitation of criminals will be held in Jerusalem 
13-16 June. The "first international conference on crime prevention and 
rehabilitation through religion" is being sponsored by the Prisoner 
Rehabilitation Authority of Israel and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
The committee which planned the conference includes Israeli, American and 
British academics, prison experts and clergy. "Professionals dealing with 
prevention and rehabilitation from the psychological, sociological, pastoral 
or academic approach have been invited to participate in sessions and 
workshops to discuss their research and experience in using religion as an 
effective tool", a spokesman said. "Due to Israel’s extensive work in this 
field, we find it appropriate to serve as the hosts." Requests for information 
should be sent to the conference secretariat, PO Box 574, Jerusalem, or to Dr 
G. Moncher, 2433 Coolidge Avenue, Oakland CA 94601, USA. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.55 
Prayers for fair elections 


PIETERMARITZBURG--The Natal Church Leaders’ Group has invited all churches in 
the province to observe Sunday, 24 April as a day of prayer for free, fair and 
peaceful elections. The elections will be held on 27 April. The church leaders 
hope that Christians outside Natal will aiso pray for fair elections. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.56 
Death of an outspoken rabbi 


NEW YORK--Marshall Meyer, a rabbi known for his enthusiastic social action and 
outreach to other faiths, has died in New York. He was 63. Meyer, who was born 
in Brooklyn, spent 25 years in Argentina, where he founded Latin America’s 
first rabbinical seminary and often spoke out against the military 
dictatorship that took over in 1976. Despite threats to him and his family, 
Meyer, according to a report in the New York Times, continued to bring comfort 
to Jewish, Christian and atheist prisoners in Argentina. In 1985 he returned 
to New York where he led an astonishing revival at a synagogue on West 88th 
Street, and was active in interfaith work and peace groups. He is warmly 
remembered by many who attended the World Council of Churches’ 1991 Canberra 
general assembly for his speech, "Jewish testimony", in which he called on 
everyone to find the courage and strength for a commitment to justice and 
peace. [EPS] 


EPS 94.01.57 
3000 icon thieves arrested in Russia in 1993 


GENEVA--Russian police arrested more than 3000 icon thieves last year, but key 
figures involved in massive icon smuggling have yet to be arrested, according 
to a report published in the Observer newspaper in London. About 10 000 icons 
are leaving the country every year, thanks to an alliance of west Europe art 
galleries and gangs of Russian smugglers. The report said that 18 people, 
including two church guards, were murdered last year as they tried to stop 
icon smugglers. The Observer claimed that the major smugglers were Russian 
émigrés with links with Western dealers or truck drivers who drove out of 
Russia, their trucks loaded with hundreds of icons. [EPS] 
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EPS 94.02.01 
Roundup: WCC central committee meets in South Africa 


JOHANNESBURG--The choice of a site - Harare - for the World Council of 
Churches’ Eighth Assembly in 1998 was clearly the most keenly awaited decision 
by the WCC Central Committee, which met here 20-28 January. But the setting 
and timing of the meeting - in South Africa three months before national 
elections - left an inevitable imprint on the nearly 400 people present and 
on the Committee’s discussions and actions. 


The meeting, first of a WCC governing body in South Africa, came after more 
than 30 years during which the WCC’s campaign against apartheid made it the 
target of opposition from the South African government and some churches. The 
impact of the setting was heightened by a stirring opening worship service in 
the Central Methodist Mission in downtown Johannesburg. A plenary presentation 
on South Africa the next day ended with a dramatic address by Anglican 
Archbishop of Cape Town Desmond Tutu. The Nobel Peace Prize laureate thanked 
the WCC and churches of the world for support during years of struggle. "If 
we notch up a victory against apartheid, it is your victory", he said. 


During its sessions, the Central Committee also addressed several current 
‘international concerns (Africa, South Africa, the former Yugoslavia and global 
warming) and listened to plenary presentations in seven areas of ongoing 
ecumenical concern (Faith and Order, WCC-Roman Catholic relations, the laity, 
violence against women, HIV/AIDS, youth and ecumenism at the national level). 
At the beginning of the second week, Committee members divided into five 
groups to look particularly at issues arising from the work of the WCC’s four 
programme units and General Secretariat. Recommendations and reports from 
these committees were adopted and received during the last two days. 


By a vote of 70 to 41 to 6, the Committee chose Harare (over Amsterdam and 
Bucharest) as the venue for the Eighth Assembly in August 1998. A joyful 
Bishop Jonathan Siyachitema, president of the Zimbabwe Council of Churches, 
reminded the Committee that the invitation to Harare had been endorsed by the 
Roman Catholic bishops and African Independent Churches in the country. 


After long discussions, the Committee could not agree on the precise wording 
of a brief and engaging Eighth Assembly theme that would reflect a wide 
variety of current ecumenical concerns and translate easily into various 
languages. There was general agreement that the theme should reflect the 
biblical motif of "jubilee", but all the formulations proposed by the 
Executive Committee, General Secretariat committee and a small group appointed 
on the next-to-last day met with objections. Further work will be done, and 
Central Committee members will be asked to approve a proposal by postal vote. 


The Committee elected 21 of its members to an Assembly Planning Committee, to 
be chaired by Swedish Lutheran Bishop Jonas Jonson, and chose an 18-member 
Assembly Worship Committee. Also discussed were the issue of procedures for 
elections at the Assembly, guidelines for determining allocation of Assembly 
seats to member churches and proposals for the nature of the Assembly. Final 
decisions will be taken by the Executive Committee or by the Central Committee 
at its September 1995 meeting in Nashville, Tennessee (USA). 


In its statement on South Africa the Committee underscored several issues 
concerning the forthcoming elections: the right of all citizens to 
participate, an intensified need for international monitors and the urgency 
of supporting the churches’ work in voter education and education for 
democracy. South African churches were asked "to persist in the search fora 
new moral community" and "to construct a new, inclusive and vital ecumenical 
movement to confront the challenge to reconstruct and reconcile South Africa". 
The Committee also called for "the lifting of all sanctions and other 
financial and economic pressures" which the WCC has supported for 14 years. 


The Committee approved a paper on "Contemporary Challenges to Africa", to be 
sent to member churches for study and action, and a statement on global 
warming. The latter says "the social and environmental degradation caused by 
accelerated climate change is sin against God and a violation of creation" and 
urges churches to "rediscover Christian teaching on lifestyles of sufficiency 
in personal lives and institutions". [over] 


roundup/2 


Christians in the former Yugoslavia should "resist every attempt to use 
religious sentiment and loyalty in the service of aggressive nationalism", 
said a message to churches there. Intense debate was provoked by a reference 
in the message to the suffering caused to civilian populations by 
international sanctions against Serbia and Montenegro. 


The issue of economic sanctions reappeared on the Committee’s agenda during 
a long discussion of a recommendation (which it approved) to set up a WCC 
"programme to overcome violence" - an appeal made by Southern African 
Methodist presiding bishop Stanley Mogoba. The WCC was asked to study the 
effectiveness of sanctions as a nonviolent means of ending armed conflict and 
"develop new theological approaches, consonant with the teachings of Christ, 
which start not with war and move to peace, but with the need for justice". 


Responding to the work of its unit committees, the Central Committee endorsed 
and encouraged work on several continuing concerns. In Unit I, a major 
ecumenical study programme on "The Church as Koinonia", following up the Fifth 
World Conference on Faith and Order last August, was affirmed. Preliminary 
plans by Unit II for a conference on world mission and evangelism in late 1996 
were endorsed. Its focus will be on gospel and cultures; and the Committee 
approved plans for an extensive study on that subject. Unit II was also asked 
to form a consultative group to study theological, ethical, justice and human 
rights issues raised by HIV/AIDS and to report in 1996. 


The Central Committee also approved a Unit III study of "Theology of Life: 
Justice, Peace and Creation" to "enrich and renew ecumenical social ethics and 
social thought". It called for an interim report at its next meeting on work 
being done by Unit I and Unit III on ecclesiology and ethics. It approved a 
wcec delegation to September’s UN conference in Cairo on population and 
development. Responding to the report after a team visit to Aboriginal people 
in Australia, the Committee urged the WCC to consult indigenous peoples 
involved in land claim struggles against mining consortiums. 


Unit IV was asked to develop a policy statement on the situation of the 
world’s 20 million refugees, 26 million displaced people and millions of 
migrant workers. The Committee also asked the WCC and member churches to 
reflect on biblical and theological roots of Christian service. 


Two senior staff appointments were made by the Committee: Thomas Fitzgerald 
(US, Ecumenical Patriarchate) was named executive director of Programme Unit 
I (Unity and Renewal), and Alan Falconer (Church of Scotland) director of 
Faith and Order. 


Three churches were welcomed into WCC membership: the Orthodox Autocephalous 
Church of Albania (about 750 000 members) and two African Anglican bodies, the 
Church of the Province of Burundi (200 000 members) and the Church of the 
Province of Rwanda (250 000 members), bringing the total of WCC member 
churches to 324. Received as associate councils were national ecumenical 
bodies in Uganda, England, Madagascar and Sweden. 


After the decision was made to hold the Eighth Assembly in Harare, press 
reports circulated of alleged harassment of homosexuals by police there. 
General Secretary Konrad Raiser told the Committee he will seek an official 
response to the reports from the Zimbabwe minister of home affairs. Also, he 
said, the WCC will seek assurances from the Zimbabwe government "regarding the 
entry and safety of all bona fide participants of the Assembly" and "the 
freedom of the Assembly in setting its agenda and in expressing its mind". 


Alluding to the Committee’s intense debate of a call in the Unit III committee 
for special focus on "violence against lesbian women", Raiser spoke of "deep 
divisions within this Central Committee and among member churches about the 
theological and ethical issues of human sexuality and sexual orientation". 
Since he sees it as his responsibility to make "every effort to maintain our 
fellowship in the face of sharp differences of conviction and to manifest 
pastoral sensitivity", he asked all "to refrain from urging the WCC to take 
positions on this issue, for which we are not responsibly prepared". [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.02 
Raiser warns of challenges as South Africa prepares to vote 


JOHANNESBURG--The general secretary of the World Council of Churches, Konrad 
Raiser, warned on 20 January that the mood of celebration as South Africa 
approaches April’s non-racial elections must not cloud the enormous challenges 
ahead for the country’s people and churches. 


In his report opening the WCC’s Central Committee meeting, Raiser pointed to 
the enormous social and economic difficulties which will face the new 
government. 


"The legacy left by the apartheid regime will remain a heavy burden", Raiser 
said. "After decades of struggle and resistance, many - especially among the 
young people who have grown up in the townships since the 1976 student 
uprising in Soweto - find it hard to accept that the enemy of yesterday should 
have become the political partner of today without any clear acknowledgement 
of the price to be paid for reconciliation. 


"Their suspicion is being fed by the experience of the unending spiral of 
violence which has threatened more than once to bring the negotiating process 
to a premature halt and which is a daily reminder that South Africa is still 
a deeply divided country. 


"Expectations of the benefits to be derived from a new social and economic 
order, particularly for those who have been systematically excluded from 
enjoying the wealth of South Africa, will weigh heavily upon a new South 
African government. 


"However, it will not be possible realistically for any future government to 
Satisfy all these demands and at the same time to attract new investments 
which are desperately needed if the South African economy is to move out of 
its profound recession." Raiser made particular mention of the "martyrs" who 
had died in the struggle to end the racist system of government, and praised 
the contribution of the ecumenical movement in putting an end to apartheid. 


Raiser, who is an authority on ecumenism as well as general secretary of the 
wcc, also called for a fresh articulation of the ecumenical vision as the 
council approaches its eighth assembly, to be held in Harare in 1998. 


On a global level, Raiser pointed to a change of emphasis for the Christian 
community and humanity as a whole, and urged the ecumenical movement to 
participate in this change: "We are moving out of the period when the struggle 
was defined in terms of confrontation; the challenge before us now is to 
become agents of rebuilding and reconstituting, reconstruction and 
reconciliation. 


"It appears to me that we are approaching a decisive turning point in our 
social, moral and spiritual consciousness at the end eye this 
century/millennium", Raiser said. "The expectation that the churches and the 
ecumenical movement might provide leadership in this profound orientation - 
metanoia - is alive." [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.03 
WCC calls for repentance to halt global warming 


JOHANNESBURG--The World Council of Churches’ Central Committee called on 26 
January for "true repentance and changed lifestyles" to bring about a radical 
change to halt global warming and climate change. 


In a call to the churches, the Central Committee said that "human activity has 
reached the critical point of changing fundamentally the earth’s atmosphere 
and conditions for life". A rise in the Earth’s temperature was likely to put 
small island states and many heavily populated coastal regions at risk, floods 
will probably become more intense, and storms more frequent and severe. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.04 
Moderator calls for "responsible society in sustainable creation" 


JOHANNESBURG--Moderator Aram Keshishian has urged churches to go beyond 
resisting, denouncing and reacting to the problems of the world. 


The churches should "discern visions and identify values that will ensure 
economic justice, political participation and a sustainable creation". 


Keshishian, who is archbishop of Lebanon in the Armenian Apostolic Church 
(Cilicia), focused, in his address to the WCC Central -Committee on 20 January, 
on what he described as "a crisis of the whole life system". 


Evidence of environmental destruction, according to Keshishian, is only a 
symptom of an essentially theological-ethical problem "related to humanity’s 
role in the creation". In a situation which many scientists and other 
observers describe in apocalyptic terms, he said, the ecumenical movement 
should develop "ethical paradigms that will help the churches to provide clear 
orientation to societies searching for new meaning and identity". 


A theology of creation that can heal creation and restore the place and 
vocation of humanity in it will involve three shifts in thinking, Keshishian 
said: from human-centredness to God-centredness, from domination over creation 
to accountability for it, from self-centredness to "holistic spirituality". 


Theology must itself "rediscover the specific role of the human being in 
relationship with creation" and "call humanity to conversion from dominion to 
responsible relationship". The "utilitarian" view of creation should be 
challenged by "the sacramental character and spiritual dimension of creation". 


Any healing and renewal of creation could only come about "through responsible 
societies whose relation with God, creation and with each other are guided by 
binding ethical values and principles", Keshishian said. 


The role of the churches was to "develop an ecumenical social ethic that 
clearly outlines the Christian vision of society". Even if it was not their 
task to propose alternatives to communism, which had failed, and capitalism, 
"with its exploitative nature", churches should help societies "set just and 
accountable structures, ensure more participation in political and economic 
life and establish sustainable moral values". 


Keshishian said a responsible society in a sustainable creation could be built 
if the church reoriented its theology, liturgy, spirituality, service, mission 
and evangelism to highlight how the "basic ethical values of the gospel" were 
relevant today and if the churches became "agents of change and conversion by 
fully participating in reconstructing and transforming societies". [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.05 
Death took two former WCC staff members in January 


GENEVA--Atze van der Kooi (Netherlands Reformed Church), who served in the wWcc 
Finance Department for nearly 30 years until his retirement in 1990 for health 
reasons - most recently as supervisor of treasury services - died in Geneva 
on 19 January at the age of 64. He is survived by his wife Corry. 


Adriaan Geense, director of the World Council of Churches’ Ecumenical 
Institute in Bossey, outside Geneva, from 1983 to 1989, died of cancer in 
Geneva on 30 January at the age of 62. He is survived by his wife Anneke. 


After leaving the Ecumenical Institute Geense joined the theological faculty 
of the University of Geneva. Ordained as a minister in the Netherlands 
Reformed Church in 1962, he served as moderator of his church’s council on 
ecumenical relations and also, from 1977 to 1984, as a member of the presidium 
of the Conference of European Churches. He was a tutor in theology at the 
University of Heidelberg from 1966 to 1969, then, after four years as a parish 
pastor in the Netherlands, was professor of systematic theology at the 
University of Groningen from 1973-83. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.06 
Harare chosen as site for WCC’s eighth assembly 


JOHANNESBURG--Harare has been chosen as the site for the Eighth Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches in 1998. With 117 members of the WCC Central 
Committee voting in a secret ballot, the capital of Zimbabwe won a sizeable 
majority on the first round, with 70 votes. Amsterdam, site of the WCC’s First 
Assembly in 1948, finished second with 41 votes; six delegates voted for 
Bucharest, Romania. 


Addressing Central Committee members after the vote on 27 January, Zimbabwe 
Council of Churches president Jonathan Siyachitema noted that although the ZCC 
had sent the invitation for the Assembly, it had been endorsed by the Roman 
Catholic bishops and African Independent Churches in Zimbabwe. "I have 
confidence in the Christians of our country and in our government, which will 
support us heavily", Siyachitema said. He recalled that Harare had also hosted 
the 1992 assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches. 


Leaving his seat to congratulate Siyachitema and ZCC general secretary 
Murombedzi Kuchera, Council of Churches in the Netherlands general secretary 
Willem van der Zee told Central Committee members: "You are always welcome to: 
‘hold a meeting in Amsterdam. Now is the time to say on behalf of the churches 
in the Netherlands, ‘Viva Harare’!" 


Acting further on Assembly-related recommendations from its committee on the 
General Secretariat, the Central Committee asked the WCC staff and Executive 
Committee to rework proposals which had been submitted on how the Eighth 
Assembly should elect a new Central Committee. Election of a Central 
Committee, one of the chief constitutional functions of a WCC Assembly, has 
historically raised difficulties as delegates from member churches wrestle to 
achieve an acceptable distribution of gender, age, confession, region and 
country, lay and ordained persons. 


Open and sometimes bitter disputes over nominations during the previous 
Assembly (in Canberra in 1991) led to widespread calls for new procedures, but 
the Central Committee agreed that the proposals presented to it - which called 


for a greater degree of regional involvement in making nominations - might 
create even greater tensions than at Canberra. "The problem at Canberra", says 
the report, "was not wholly the process itself, but the spirit in which 


different interest groups operated it." 


The Committee approved with minor modifications a preliminary set of 
guidelines for allocating seats at the Assembly to member churches. Final 
action will be taken on these in September 1995, after consultation with 
member churches. In a significant change from previous assemblies, the 
Committee agreed that "a minimum of two [rather than one] delegates for each 
member church is a goal, provided that this can be accomplished within the 
other established goals of representation for the Assembly". 


Overruling the advice of the General Secretariat committee, the goal for youth 
delegates at the Assembly was set at 25 per cent (up from 20 per cent). 
General Secretariat committee moderator Virginia Gcabashe claimed that a 25 
per cent target is unrealistic, given all the other categories that must be 
represented; but the Committee vote (54-45, with four abstentions) seemed to 
endorse the opinion of those who argued that if the goal is set at 25 per 
cent, 20 per cent might be achieved. 


Also referred to the Executive Committee were final decisions on the nature 
and style of the Eighth Assembly. This question will be taken up by the 
Assembly Planning Committee, expected to meet some time during the last three 
months of this year. It will be asked to respond to a possible four-stage 
Assembly design, which would begin with more extensive preparations than usual 
at local, national and regional levels; include a diverse "market place" of 
activities from which those present at the Assembly could choose; set aside 
a period of time for delegates and other official participants to undertake 
the necessary business of the Assembly; and conclude with visits to local 
churches and a closing service of jubilee and recommitment to the search for 
the unity of the church. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.07 
Central committee hears update on South African situation 


JOHANNESBURG--"The apartheid monster is about to die", Peter Storey told 
delegates to the 45th meeting of the World Council of Churches Central 
Committee, "but it has spawned some hideously deformed stepchildren, the worst 
of which is violence." 


Introducing a plenary session of the Central Committee meeting on 21 January, 
the Methodist bishop and former president of the South African Council of 
Churches (SACC) said that "a people who has endured the pain of bondage must 
now learn the exercise of freedom" against the background of "a confusing and 
complex mosaic of violence", in which none of the political groupings "has 
completely clean hands". 


Despite the turbulent and confusing situation in the country, the clear tenor 
of the plenary session, emphasized by all the speakers, was one of hope. The 
session began with a video presentation of what Storey described as "small 
works of hope among God’s little people", including SACC aid to Mozambican 
refugees in the north of the country, a worker-owned farm in the southern Cape 
and a church-brokered peace movement that has spread to some 50 hostels, 
frequent sources of violence, in the Johannesburg area. 


Appearing with Storey were SACC general secretary Frank Chikane (currently on 
unpaid leave of absence as a member of the 11-member Independent Electoral 
Commission), SACC coordinator for electoral education Eddie Makue and Desmond 
Tutu, Anglican archbishop of Cape Town. 


Chikane, whose appointment to the IEC limits his right to comment publicly on 
politics in the run-up to the 27 April elections, described the commission as 
"midwives of the new society for which we struggled for many years". 


Chikane paid tribute to the many people who had sacrificed their lives in the 
struggle for freedom over the years "when we seemed to be completely at the 
mercy of relentless people... and people had to learn that the only way out 
was to resist unto death". While the persistent struggle of the trade unions 
and independent civic organizations were clear sources of hope, he said, +"our 
hope is really based in our faith that God is with us and will be with us". 


In a dramatic address, interlaced with humour and singing, Tutu began by 
thanking the WCC - and through it the churches of the world - for their 


support in the struggle. "If we notch up a victory against apartheid", he 
said, "it is your victory." As to the violence in the country, the Nobel Peace 
prize laureate said: "We are appalled. But isn’t it the miracle of this 


country that this violence is not engulfing the entire country and, even more 
incredible, that it is by and large not racial?" 


In an analytical survey of the violence in South Africa, Storey made a similar 
observation, noting that South Africa was "negotiating a revolution of great 
proportions. Yet most parts of the land are relatively peaceful." Nearly all 
of the 4000 people who died in political violence during 1993 were killed in 
two areas - the East Rand and Natal. 


Violence had deep roots in a country where there has been an average of one 
war, rebellion or armed uprising every three years since 1811, Storey said. 
During that period, in which three million people were forcibly removed from 
their homes, South Africa accounted for 90 per cent of all the executions in 
the Western world. Moreover, such measures of resistance to apartheid as 
school boycotts and rent strikes had contributed to what the Methodist leader 
called a "general climate of lawlessness". National statistics in 1992 
recorded more than 19 000 murders, 32 000 armed robberies, 108 000 serious 
assaults, 25 000 reported rapes and 150 000 burglaries. 


Noting that more than half of the 13 500 politically motivated killings since 
1985 had come since the beginning of negotiations for a democratic and non- 
racial South Africa, Storey pointed to four main motivations for the 
violence. The far right and far left used it to halt the negotiations, which 
they saw as useless. Other groups, who feared what they would lose in a new 
order, used violence as a form of blackmail to avoid marginalization. [over] 


south african update/2 


All the major parties, Storey said, had been guilty of using violence to 
destabilize their opponents. Finally, violence was used by groups seeking 
local power. 


Failure to stem the violence, said Storey, was perhaps the biggest failure of 
State President F.W. de Klerk. Yet he noted that there were several forces 
working against violence, including many church-related grassroots 
initiatives, the WCC-supported Ecumenical Monitoring Programme in South 
Africa, other international monitors sent by the UN, Commonwealth, European 
Community and the National Peacekeeping Force... 


As everywhere in the world, Storey said, South African church leadership had 
been "heroic in some areas, fast asleep in others". He noted that Tutu and 
Methodist presiding bishop Stanley Mogoba had been "the only two people in the 
country able to bring African National Congress President Nelson Mandela and 
Inkatha Freedom Party chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi together for talks". The 
churches are now challenged to provide most of the 30 000 peace monitors. 


Noting the link between the availability of weapons in the country and 
violence, Storey said that an ecumenical and interfaith initiative was being 
discussed which hopes to persuade South Africans who own guns to turn them in 
to religious authorities before the elections - during the Christian season 
of Lent, the Jewish passover and the Muslim fast of Ramadan. 


Storey called the affluent white northern suburbs of Johannesburg "the most 
heavily armed area in the world". While acknowledging that many South Africans 
armed themselves out of a pervasive feeling of insecurity - and insisting that 
the campaign would not be "judgemental" of those unwilling to participate - 
he hoped the disarmament effort would make everyone think seriously about the 
link between weapons and violence. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.08 
WCC central committee votes to lift sanctions on South Africa 


JOHANNESBURG--The World Council of Churches’ Central Committee called on 27 
January "for the lifting of all sanctions and other financial and economic 
pressures to end apartheid (with the exception of the existing embargoes on 
strategic materials)". The decision came during discussion of recommendations 
from the committee for Programme Unit III. 


A call for comprehensive sanctions against the country was first made by the 
wcc Central Committee at its meeting in Geneva in 1980 as part of a general 
strategy "for the isolation of the state of South Africa". The Committee had 
declared "that apartheid is a sin which as a fundamental matter of faith is 
to be rejected as a perversion of the Christian gospel". 


In March 1992, the Executive Committee, which met in Chile at the same time 
as the referendum in which white voters gave overwhelming endorsement to the 
process of change in the country, called for the lifting of sanctions in the 
area of sport, culture, travel and tourism and the academic world, as well as 
withdrawing the WCC’s restrictions on travel by its own staff to South Africa. 
However, affirming that economic sanctions had helped to bring about the 
changes, it urged that these be maintained. 


As the process of change continued despite reverses, the ecumenical emphasis 
shifted to the need for the economic reconstruction and transformation of 
post-apartheid South Africa, which was the subject of a WCC-South African 
Council of Churches consultation in Utrecht, the Netherlands, in June 1993. 
By September, the passage of legislation setting up a Transitional Executive 
Council for the country led the SACC to conclude that the move to democratic 
rule had entered the irreversible stage; and it called on international church 
partners to "end all campaigns for the economic isolation of South Africa". 


Since the WCC’s sanctions call came from the Central Committee, it could only 
be lifted by the Central Committee; and the January meeting in Johannesburg 
was the first opportunity to do so. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.09 
WCC welcomes new member churches 


JOHANNESBURG--The World Council of Churches has approved membership 
applications from three churches, bringing the WCC’s church membership to 324. 
The WCC’s Central Committee also approved affiliation by four church councils. 


The new full members of the council are: the Episcopal Church of Burundi, the 
Episcopal Church in Rwanda, and the Orthodox Autocephalous Church of Albania. 


Archbishop Anastasios of Tirana and All Albania, President of the Orthodox 
Autocephalous Church of Albania, thanked the Central Committee, saying that 
his church had participated in the ecumenical movement before World War II, 
but since then it had suffered 50 years of persecution. 


The two other new full members of the WCC, Episcopal Church in Rwanda and the 
Episcopal Church of Burundi, were part of the former Church of the Anglican 
Province of Burundi, Rwanda and Boga-Zaire. The Anglican Province was a WCC 
member church. 


The Episcopal Church of Burundi has 200 000 members, 80 parishes and 92 
pastors, four of them women. 


Archbishop Augustin Nshamihigo, of the Episcopal Church in Rwanda, also 
thanked the Central Committee. The church was inaugurated in 1992, and has 
about 250 000 members. It has eight provinces, each led by a bishop. 


The Central Committee approved applications for affiliation by the Uganda 
Joint Christian Council, Churches Together in England, the Christian Council 
of Churches in Madagascar, and the Christian Council of Sweden. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.10 
wcc ‘may need to change’ if Roman Catholic church to join 


JOHANNESBURG--The World Council of Churches might need to undertake drastic 
changes if the Roman Catholic Church were to become a full member of the 
organisation, two senior church figures have told the Central Committee. 


In its first plenary debate on WcC/Roman Catholic relations for some years, 
the WCC’s Central Committee heard some bitter criticism on 21 January, mainly 
from committee members from developing countries, of the Roman Catholic 
Church’s attitude to other churches, while other members of the Central 
Committee expressed strong approval for improving relationships between the 
Roman Catholic Church and other churches. 


The Roman Catholic Church, with 850 to 900 million members, has never been a 
member of the WCC, but there is cooperation on many levels between the two 
organisations. The WCC and the Roman Catholic Church have a joint working 
group which initiates and assesses collaboration between them. At regional and 
national levels, many Roman Catholic churches are members of national or 
regional church councils affiliated with the WCC. 


John Reardon, the general secretary of the Council of Churches for Great 
Britain and Ireland, spoke enthusiastically of the Roman Catholic Church’s 
membership of the council since it was formed in 1990. 


"The first thing I would say is that the Roman Catholic Church takes its 
membership of our council very seriously", Reardon said. 


"I have more correspondence from the Roman Catholic Church in England and 
Wales than from any other member church ... we have also found that the Roman 
Catholic Church, if it agrees to be involved in an inter- piety programme, 
enters into the planning with much enthusiasm." 


Reardon also listed frustrations in relations between the Roman Catholic and 
other churches on the council. [over] 


roman catholic/2 


"We find it sad that when we meet together and experience a genuine sense of 
our oneness in Christ, when we meet for the Eucharist we are still divided. 
That is true also for the Orthodox in our membership, but the membership of 
the Roman Catholic Church has reinforced that sense of frustration." 


But Reardon added: "Nevertheless, our experience of ecumenism with full Roman 
Catholic involvement has been almost entirely positive ... It has given us the 
potential of moving further forward in our ecumenical pilgrimage than the 
older methods of ecumenism could have done ... Our experience in Britain and 
Ireland has been that Roman Catholic membership has forced us to be more 
imaginative in our planning of what the churches can do together and that is 
something we hope the WCC will one day experience for itself - but it cannot 
do so without a fundamental reappraisal of its structures and its ways of 
working." 


John Neill, a bishop of the (Anglican) Church of Ireland, also told the 
Central Committee that the WCC might need to undergo drastic changes "if we 
are serious about our relationship with the Roman Catholic Church" and if the 
church were ever to become a member. 


John Mutiso-Mbinda, a member of the Vatican’s Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity, told the Central Committee of the great progress in relations 
between the Roman Catholic Church and the WCC in the past 30 years, though he 
said there were some differences. 


But some members of the Central Committee were critical of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Michel Twagirayesu, a pastor in the Presbyterian Church of Rwanda, 
said: "I would like to ask if the Catholic Church is prepared to revise its 
theological statements which are obstacles to ecumenical relations." He said 
that while great efforts were made to maintain the relationship between the 
wcc and the Vatican, "we don’t feel that warmth in Rwanda". 


Tito Pasco, a bishop of the Philippine Independent Church, told the Central 
Committee that great efforts had been made by the National Council of Churches 
of the Philippines to get the Catholic Church to take part, but in vain. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.11 
Central committee delegates explore ecumenism at national level 


JOHANNESBURG- -Delegates to the World Council of Churches’ Central Committee 
here turned their attention on 26 January to the aims, priorities and 
structures of national ecumenical bodies and how they relate to the WCC. 


NCCs (the initials refer to both National Councils of Churches and National 
Christian Councils; the latter include among their members Christian and 
ecumenical organizations other than churches) are found in about 100 
countries. Although NCCs cannot be members of the WCC, many are officially 
affiliated with it and send observers to meetings of the Central Committee. 


An introductory presentation by representatives from NCCs in Australia, Hong 
Kong, the US, Wales and Zimbabwe drew on an international consultation of NCCs 
in Hong Kong last February to raise several issues, drawing comment from a 
dozen speakers during a plenary discussion. Among these were how an NCC 
relates to the churches in its own country, and how NCCs and the WCC can 
establish more fruitful ways of working together. 


Recent changes in the nature of NCCs are illustrated by the Australian Council 
of Churches. In July, the ACC will - in the words of general secretary David 
Gill - "die, to the glory of God and for the sake of the ecumenical movement". 
Fifty years after the preliminary discussions that led to its formation, the 
ACC is being replaced by a National Council of Churches in Australia, with a 
new constitution, style of work and priorities - the fruit of several years 
of consultation in which all the churches in the country were invited to 
"dream some new dreams together", Gill said. [over] 


ecumenism/2 


Drawing a parallel to the new ecumenical bodies in the UK and Ireland, Gill 
said one of the most important characteristics of the council being formed was 
that it would be "more clearly owned by and responsive to its member churches. 
The National Council of Churches in Australia would be the churches acting 
together, not a body parallel to or over against the churches." Its largest 
member church would be the Roman Catholic Church, and Orthodox diaspora 
churches would account for the largest number of member churches. In all, the 
new council’s member churches include 87 per cent of Australia’s Christians. 


WCC president Leslie Boseto, a bishop of the United Church in Papua New Guinea 
and the Solomon Islands, agreed with the understanding that the role of 
councils of churches is to strengthen the life and witness of member churches. 
But a more important issue, he suggested, was how churches and ecumenical 
bodies can be instruments of uniting the people of God in a given locality. 
"Churches are playing a part in fragmenting peoples and cultures", Boseto 
said. "And God’s plan is to unite the people, not to unite the churches." 


Another WCC president, Bishop Vinton Anderson of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church (USA), said that while he appreciated the increased emphasis 
on according priority to member churches in national councils, "there needs 
to be effective representation in these bodies of lay people who speak the 
needs of local congregations and local communities". Otherwise the search for 
the visible unity of the church might exclude the oppressed and marginalized. 


The tension between the "ownership" of the NCC by member churches and the 
NCC’s independent prophetic stance was often a false dilemma, suggested Karel 
Blei (Netherlands Reformed Church). "The ecumenical movement is a movement of 
churches", he said, "but are councils of churches not themselves ‘being 
church’ in their functioning? I agree that the ecumenical movement should not 
be a movement of hobbyists, but it is also a dangerous situation if it is only 
the business of church leaders." 


Levi Okang’a Akhura (African Church of the Holy Spirit, Kenya) said it was 
important for NCCs in Africa to reach out beyond the "mainline" churches 
(established by European and North American missionaries) to incorporate into 
their membership so-called Independent (or "African-Instituted") churches. Too 
often, he said, authoritarian African governments used the fact that these 
indigenous churches were not NCC members as evidence that NCCs critical of the 
government’s human rights record are "agents of foreign powers". 


Gill agreed that the issue of cultural identity raised by Bishop Boseto was 
important. His own denomination, the Uniting Church in Australia, worshipped 
in 50 languages every Sunday, he said. "How do we ensure space so that these 
diverse cultures are respected and cherished and can bring their gifts to the 
whole family of Christ, while at the same time affirming our ultimate unity 
in Christ?" he asked. "The primary concern of an NCC must be to affirm, not 
our penultimate identity in our culture, but our ultimate identity in Christ." 


While agreeing with those speakers who underscored the importance of 
representativeness, so that NCCs "reflect the wholeness of the churches’ 
life", Gill observed that "unless those who can speak with authority for their 
churches are present in the council, there is something seriously lacking". 
Moreover, while an NCC "has the role of helping churches speak and stand in 
solidarity with the marginalized, that advocacy comes not so much from the 
representative composition of our meetings as from the dynamic of our churches 
being together before God." 


Gill said he was not afraid that this element of advocacy and solidarity would 
be jeopardized by the emphasis in the new Australian council on ownership by 
the member churches. "I believe that the Spirit who moves whenever churches 
come together before God will still be with us", he said. 


Finally, he said, the Australian churches "have no illusions" that the new 
council represents the ultimate form of working for visible unity. "But it is 
sometimes worth trying to improve what you’ve got." He hoped that in the near 
future the WCC would enter into a similar process of reexamining its own 
structures and relations with member churches. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.12 
Churches must become ‘safe for people living with AIDS’ 


JOHANNESBURG--Members of the World Council of Churches Central Committee 
listened on 22 January to sobering facts about the global HIV/AIDS pandemic, 
and heard moving personal testimonies from a German woman widowed by AIDS and 
a young South African man who is HIV-positive. 


"This information may feed our anxiety", said Sigrun Mogedal, a Norwegian 
physician attending the Central Committee meeting as an adviser to the WCC’s 
Programme Unit on Life, Education and Mission. "But we have to bring the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic home." She said households were losing caretakers and 
breadwinners, families and communities were strained by the need to care for 
their members with AIDS, and poor countries were losing vast human resources. 


Mogedal warned that "there is no quick fix for AIDS", given its close 
correlation with human sexuality and human behaviour, which is determined by 
moral, cultural, social and economic factors. "But we are all part of it", she 
said, "and the church must be in the middle of it." 


Three of the six speakers during the presentation described what churches are 
already doing globally, regionally and nationally. Since 1987, when the WCC 
adopted a statement on "AIDS and the church as a healing community", said Ruth 
Page (Church of Scotland), it has been involved in three areas: education for 
prevention, pastoral care and social ministry. Among its publications on the 
subject is a short manual for health-care workers which has been translated 
into 40 languages. The WCC has also organized conferences in many parts of the 
world to build up awareness of the issues and has facilitated the formation 
of an International Christian AIDS Network. 


Last September, Page told delegates, a conference in Kampala, Uganda, heard 
the results of an 18-month "participatory action research" (PAR) on AIDS 
sponsored by the WCC, church-related medical groups in Uganda, Tanzania and 
Zaire and the All Africa Conference of Churches. The intensive period of 
gathering information sought to ensure that the local people being interviewed 
were full participants in the survey process rather than objects of it, Page 
said. 


Ndanganeni Phaswana, a member of the South African Council of Churches AIDS 
task force, elaborated on the situation in Africa, drawing on both experiences 
in his own country and the results of the PAR. Prakai Nontawasee described 
what the Church of Christ in Thailand is doing through its AIDS ministry 
coordinating office, which focuses on home-based care programmes for persons 
living with AIDS. Both speakers described church-related programmes to find 
meaningful work that will allow persons living with AIDS to earn some income. 


Also underlined during several of the presentations was the increasing toll 
that HIV/AIDS is taking on women. According to Mogedal, statistics show that 
among persons with AIDS in Africa women outnumber men. 


During a brief discussion, youth adviser Simon Moglia of Australia insisted 
that "we must talk about sex. It is an issue that leaves us vulnerable, but 
we must face it." One challenge posed to the churches by the HIV/AIDS 
pandemic, he said, was to open up a dialogue about sex, "to do our theology 
together with youth, with gay and lesbian people, with persons whose cultures 
practise polygamy, with those who visit prostitutes". 


US United Methodist bishop Melvin Talbot drew on his own experience to urge 
church leaders to talk to people before making judgements on their behaviour 
or their use of condoms. Talbot said questions of sexual morality invariably 
arise when he meets with young people preparing for confirmation. "I need to 
tell them what the position of the church is", Talbot said, "but I also need 
to walk with them in the realities of life. I tell them that if they cannot 
live up to the ideals of the church in this area, use the condom." 


Nigerian Methodist bishop Amos Omodunbi challenged the statistics showing that 
8 million of the world’s estimated 13 million AIDS cases are in sub-Saharan 
Africa. "How are these figures arrived at?" he asked. "Is this not saying that 
every evil must have a black African origin?" [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.13 
Central committee appoints assembly committees, new staff 


JOHANNESBURG--After a closed session of the World Council of Churches’ Central 
Committee on 26 January, the WCC announced seven staff appointments. 


During the same session, the Committee, looking ahead to the Eighth Assembly 
in 1998, appointed the two major committees that will be responsible for 
overall Assembly preparations: a 22-member Assembly Planning Committee, to be 
chaired by Swedish Lutheran Bishop Jonas Jonson, and an 18-member Assembly 
Worship Committee, whose moderator will be Rev. Dorothy McMahon of the Uniting 
Church in Australia. ; 


The Central Committee appointed Rev. Thomas Fitzgerald (USA, Ecumenical 
Patriarchate) executive director of the Programme Unit on Unity and Renewal 
(Unit I). Fitzgerald will succeed Ion Bria, who retires this year. As director 
of Faith and Order it named Rev. Alan Falconer (Church of Scotland), presently 
director of the Irish School of Ecumenics in Dublin, to succeed Ginther 
Gassmann. 


Also announced were four staff appointments by the Executive Committee just 
prior to the Central Committee meeting. Ms. Evelyn Appiah (Methodist Church 
of Ghana) has been appointed executive secretary for Lay Participation for 
Inclusive Community in Unit I. The new executive secretary for Orthodox 
Studies and Relationships in Mission in Programme Unit II (Life, Education and 
Mission) will be Dr Ioan Sauca (Romanian Orthodox Church). In Programme Unit 
IV (Sharing and Service), Ms. Helene Moussa (Ethiopia/Canada, Coptic Orthodox 
Church) has been named executive secretary for Refugees. Ms Carole Anderson 
(Uniting Church in Australia) was appointed executive secretary for the Eighth 
Assembly Office (General Secretariat). 


The Executive Committee also named Mr Rainer Lingscheid, a Lutheran from 
Germany, to a two-year term as consultant for international affairs. 


Besides Jonson, members of the Assembly Planning Committee - all of them 
members of the Central Committee - are Charles Adams (US, Progressive National 
Baptist Convention, Inc.), Ian Allsop (Churches of Christ in Australia), Paulo 
Ayres Mattos (Methodist Church in Brazil), Khushnud Azariah ([United] Church 
of Pakistan), Kathryn Bannister (US, United Methodist Church), Marion Best 
(United Church of Canada), Violet Sampa Bredt (United Church of Zambia). 


Also, Metropolitan Dometian of Vidin (Bulgarian Orthodox Church), Erasmo 
Farfan Figueroa (Chile, Pentecostal Mission Church), Metropolitan Mar 
Gregorios Y. Ibrahim (Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch), Leonid 


Kishkovsky (US, Orthodox Church in America), David Mandeng (Presbyterian 
Church of Cameroon), Priyanka Mendis (Sri Lanka, [Anglican] Church of Ceylon), 
Faith Mwondha ([Anglican] Church of Uganda). 


Also, Margareta Neliubova (Russian Orthodox Church), Park Jong Wha 
(Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea), Constantin Patelos (Greek 
Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria and All Africa), Violet Rhaburn (Panama, 
Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas) Bert Supit (Indonesia, 
Christian Evangelical Church in Minahasa), Tungane Williams (Cook Islands 
Christian Church). 


The Central Committee asked the Executive Committee to appoint one additional 
member to the Assembly Planning Committee from Western or Central Europe. 


Besides McMahon, the other members of the Assembly Worship Committee, which 
will function as a subcommittee of the Assembly Planning Committee, are: Gwen 
Cashmore (UK, Anglican), Wolde Giorgis Demthe (Ethiopia, Oriental Orthodox) , 
Sister Heidi (Switzerland, Reformed), Pascal Jordan (Trinidad, Roman 
Catholic), Basil Karayannis (Cyprus, Eastern Orthodox) . 


Also, Nagula Kathindi (Namibia, Anglican), I-to Loh (Taiwan, Presbyterian), 
Paul Meyendorff (US, Eastern Orthodox), Simei Monteiro (Brazil, Methodist), 
Helen Pearson (US, United), Thomas Thangaraj (India, United), Anne Tveter 
(Norway, Lutheran), Milos Vesin (Serbia, Eastern Orthodox), James Waithaka 
(Kenya, African Independent). [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.14 
WCC seeks ways to confront ‘spirit, logic and practice of war’ 


JOHANNESBURG--The WCC Central Committee has approved a recommendation from its 
committee on Programme Unit III (Justice, Peace and Creation) to establish a 
"programme to overcome violence". 


An appeal to launch such a programme was made in the sermon at the Central 
Committee’s opening worship service on 20 January by Southern African 
Methodist presiding bishop Stanley Mogoba. The recommendation approved on 28 
January also broadens the scope of decisions taken by the Central Committee 
at its previous meeting (August 1992), when it affirmed "active non-violent 
action" as a clear emphasis for the WCC, and asked for study and reflection 
on the extent to which fellowship in the WCC "is called into question when 
churches fail to categorically condemn any systematic violation of human 
rights" in their country. 


The recommendation speaks of the "need to confront and overcome the ‘spirit, 
logic and practice of war’ and to develop new theological approaches, 
consonant with the teachings of Christ, which start not with war and move to 
peace, but with the need for justice". It continues, in language reminiscent 
-of the controversial amendment Konrad Raiser made to the Gulf War statement 
at the Canberra Assembly (which was approved and later withdrawn): "This may 
indeed be a time when the churches, together, should face the challenge to 
give up any theological or other justification of the use of military power 
and to become a koinonia dedicated to the pursuit of a just peace." 


The proposal - which calls for an initial consultation to shape the programme, 
explore sources of funding and report back to the Central Committee in 
September 1995 - sparked considerable discussion by Committee members, though 
its overwhelming approval was never in any doubt. 


Australian Council of Churches general secretary David Gill reminded the 
Committee of earlier work by the WCC on the issue of violence, observing that 
"non-violence is more ethically complicated than people want to recognize". 


Added to the proposal presented by the Unit III committee was a recommendation 
by Edeltraud Engel (Evangelical Church in Germany) asking the WCC for a 
general study of sanctions. Such a study, she said, should include case 
studies of the effectiveness of sanctions as a factor contributing to non- 
military resolution of conflict. 


Besides ending the WCC’s 14-year call for economic sanctions against South 
Africa, the Central Committee, acting on the Unit III committee report, 
approved a study programme on "Theology of Life: Justice, Peace, Creation", 
which is expected to result in a major contribution to the Eighth Assembly. 
It asked Unit III to continue working with Unit I (Unity and Renewal) in the 
study of "Ecclesiology and Ethics". 


Among further recommendations made by the unit committee report and adopted 
by the Central Committee were: 

@A call for a Unit III study document, "Accelerated Climate Change: Sign of 
Peril, Test of Faith", to be sent to WCC member churches; 

®The decision to send a delegation, including women and youth, to the UN’s 
International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo in September; 
and to develop a study document for the churches on this subject; 

@®A recommendation to convene a consultation of indigenous peoples involved in 
land claims against international mining consortiums; 

@®An appeal for consideration of how the WCC might contribute to establishing 
a more comprehensive monitoring system, including the security and defence 
forces, during the April 1994 South African electoral process. 


A heated debate was sparked by one sentence in the latter section of the 


report. It said: "Issues of violence against lesbian women and differently 
abled women should be of special focus" in the WCC’s work on violence against 
women - one of the priorities of the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in 


Solidarity with Women. A proposal by Georges Tsetsis (Ecumenical Patriarchate) 
to delete the sentence was narrowly defeated (43-44, with 4 abstaining). 
[over] 
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But several subsequent speakers expressed concern that the specific mention 
of lesbian women implied - or might be interpreted as - approval of their 
sexual practice, despite the insistence by Unit III committee co-moderator 
Margot Kaessmann (Evangelical Church in Germany) and several others that what 
was being addressed was only the need to protect these women from violence. 


Leonid Kishkovsky (Orthodox Church in America) noted that the debate about 
homosexuality among churches in North America and Western Europe is a very 
painful one. "There are those here who have the anxiety that this is the 
Opening wedge for a general discussion [by the WCC] of homosexual behaviour," 
he warned. "The vote of 43-44 [on the Tsetsis amendment] is a very important 
warning signal to the WCC of the danger of opening such a debate." [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.15 
Central committee calls for greater role for laity 


JOHANNESBURG- -Members of the World Council of Churches have called for greater 
emphasis on the role of lay people in the World Council of Churches and in 
churches around the world. 


The WCC’s Central Committee plenary session on laity did not formulate any 
resolutions as the session was limited to a presentation, short speeches and 
a discussion of the differing roles of laity and clergy. 


But many members of the Central Committee stressed the need for a greater role 
for the laity. Their sentiments were enthusiastically endorsed by the WCC’s 
general secretary, Konrad Raiser. 


In a bid to update the common Christian symbolism of clergy as shepherds to 
the Christian flock, Cristina Boesenberg, of the Evangelical Church of the 
River Plate in Argentina, asked "Can pastors stop being pastors of sheep? 

Can they be pastors of people? Can sheep only become better sheep? Or can they 
become people?" 


George Koshy, an academic from Madras and member of the Church of South India, 
said there were "hardly 15 laymen on the Central Committee (of 150 members) - 
I’m not talking about the women." 


Hector Mendez, a clergyman in the Presbyterian Reformed Church in Cuba, said 
that part of the reason for the growth of sects in Latin America was the 
failure of clerics to give laity the opportunities they deserved. 


He said that he was pleased to see the WCC was giving support to the 
rediscovery of the role of the laity, "the people of God". 


Mrs Olga Ganaba, of Moscow, a member of the Russian Orthodox Church, said that 
ecumenism should now be reaping its harvest, but she asked where people could 
see that harvest. She said that there was a danger of an elite having too much 
influence in discussions. She could see that risk in her own church. 


Raiser pointed out that as he was ordained, a theologian, and male, he was not 
a model lay person. But he said that it would help the church if all ordained 
people would first consider themselves as lay people. 


Churches, he said, were often publicly identified with their office-bearers. 
"Many of us succumb to this distortion." He warned that churches were "less 
and less perceived as communities ... they are perceived as alienating". 


Many people, he said, were tempted by offers to join other communities 
instead. Raiser said that the WCC did not need a special programme on the 
laity. The challenge facing the WCC was whether it was willing to recognise 
the new consciousness of the role of the laity coming from below. [EPS] 


_ 


| EPS 94.02.16 
‘No turning back’ from goal of unity 


JOHANNESBURG--A review of the Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order and 
an outline of what it implies for the future work of the World Council of 
Churches, its Faith and Order Commission and its member churches were on the 
agenda for delegates to the WCC Central Committee on 21 January. The Faith and 
Order world conference was held in the historic pilgrim city of Santiago de 
Compostela, Spain, last August. 


Introducing the plenary session were slides from the conference, projected 
while short comments about the expectations and experiences of participants 
were read. An underlying theme emerging from the presentation was that, in the 
words of Faith and Order Commission vice moderator Paul Crow (US, Disciples 
of Christ), there is no turning back from the goal of visible unity or from 
the one ecumenical movement in which the search for doctrinal agreement and 
engagement in the world are inseparably linked. 


Crow said the faces on the slides showed a significant evolution since the 
previous Faith and Order world conference 30 years earlier: participation of 
a much broader cross-section of people from churches around the world. 


Presenting statistics to indicate that "Faith and Order now involves and is 
listening to new voices", Crow said 45 per cent of the participants in 
Santiago came from countries of the South and 38 per cent were women. Roman 
Catholics, present officially for the first time, made up the fourth biggest 
confessional group (after the Orthodox, Reformed and Lutherans) with 32 
participants. In addition, he noted, there was a significant presence of 
evangelical and Pentecostal theologians and two representatives of the "post- 
denominational" China Christian Council. 


The other vice moderator of the Faith and Order Commission, French Canadian 
Roman Catholic theologian Jean-Marie Tillard, identified several emphases the 
Faith and Order standing commission distilled from Santiago when they met 
earlier this month in Switzerland. Faith and Order remained faithful to its 
mandate of calling the churches to visible unity, Tillard said. It recognized 
the need to take account of what was happening at the local level in the light 
of the apostolic faith and "to discern where diversity is an enrichment of 
fellowship and where it could threaten it". 


Tillard also noted the need for Faith and Order to take on the fruits of the 
many bilateral theological dialogues of the past 25 years, especially since 
some of these conversations have addressed difficult issues (like the papacy) 
hitherto skirted in the multilateral discussions in Faith and Order. Moreover, 
he added, Faith and Order should increase its collaboration with other parts 
of the WCC in a climate of mutuality. 


The importance of such Faith and Order collaboration with other units in the 
WCC was underlined during the discussion period by Peter Lodberg (Denmark, 
Lutheran). He referred in particular to the work begun at a WCC consultation 
last year on the relationship between ecclesiology (the understanding of the 
nature of the church) and the fundamental ethical questions that are raised 
by the engagement of the churches in society. [EPS] 


| EPS 94.02.17 
Korean theologian and passionate campaigner for democracy 


SEOUL - Korean Presbyterian theologian Moon Ik-Whan, an outspoken leader in 
the movement for democracy in South Korea and reunification of the divided 
nation, died on 18 January following a heart attack. He was 76. 


Born in what is now North Korea, Moon studied theology in Seoul and Princeton. 
He headed a committee that translated the Bible into Korean and was also well 
known as a poet. Moon spent 10 years of his life in prison for his political 
activities. In 1989 he was arrested on return from North Korea, where he had 
met President Kim Il-Sung, and sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment. He was 
released by incoming President Kim Young Sam at the beginning of 1993. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.18 
50th anniversary of service recalls duty to poor and oppressed 


JOHANNESBURG--More than a quarter of the world’s population live in absolute 
poverty, the World Council of Churches’ Central Committee reminded member 
churches on 27 January. 


The Central Committee listed some of the problems of conflict and deprivation 
around the globe as it paid tribute to the WCC’s Unit IV which assists 
churches and other organisations in their work with the poor and oppressed. 


The Central Committee recognised "with deep gratitude" the 50th anniversary 
of what is now the WCC’s programme on Sharing and Service (Unit IV). The 
programme’s forerunner, the Department of Reconstruction and interchurcnh Aid, 
was founded in 1944 as the WCC was in the process of being formed. The wWCcc 
officially began full operation with its 1948 general assembly in Amsterdam. 


"It is with deep gratitude that we recognise the many courageous initiatives 
that have been taken over the last 50 years and pay tribute to the many men 
and women at international and local levels who brought into being and 
developed this particular instrument of the WCC", the Central Committee stated 
in a "50th Anniversary Minute". 


"The special genius of the WCC programme for Sharing and Service is the way 
it has its feet on the ground and unites churches and their agencies around 
the world in action", the Central Committee said. 


The Central Committee also mentioned several specific projects in which the 
programme had taken part, including the coordination of the churches’ response 
to the drought in southern Africa beginning in 1982, supporting church 
programmes in Thailand to assist young women drawn by poverty into 
prostitution and possible HIV infection, and assistance given to 500 women in 
India through credit loans. 


Also during its plenary session on Unit IV, the Central Committee called on 
churches and related bodies of: the WCC to recognise "that sharing and service 
need to be grounded in biblical and theological reflection". 


The Committee stated a series of ethical principles - characteristics of the 
concept of diakonia - to be considered by member churches and the WCC as a 
"theological reflection entitled ‘Putting Action into Faith’". 


The Central Committee voted during the session on Unit IV to develop, with 
member churches, a policy statement on "uprooted people" in recognition of the 
growing world crisis involving 20 million refugees, 26 million internally 
displaced people and millions of migrant workers. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.19 
WARC General Secretary criticizes Lesotho unrest 


GENEVA — The new era of democracy in Lesotho, so recently ushered in through 
free and fair elections on 28 March 1993, is severely threatened by the 
fighting between factions of the Lesotho army, according to Milan Opocensky, 
General Secretary of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC). Fighting 
broke out after Lesotho’s prime minister, Ntsu Mokhehle, rejected a demand for 
a 100 per cent pay rise for army personnel. First-hand reports had been 
received from a WARC member church, the Lesotho Evangelical Church, and from 
WARC staff member, H.S. Wilson, who was visiting the country. 


WARC sponsored an observer team at the March elections, which reported that 
the loyalty of the armed forces to a new government was in doubt. For two 
decades the previously governing Basotho National Party had played a dominant 
role in recruiting and appointing military personnel. 


"I am heartened by reports that there are Lesotho officers and soldiers who 
recognize their professional duty to remain loyal to the duly-elected 
government", Opocensky said. WARC agrees with the Lesotho Evangelical Church 
that taking power by force prevents the nation’s progress. [EPS] 
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Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 32.50 UK pounds; 55 
US dollars; 69.50 Canadian dollars; 77.50 Australian dollars; 79.50 Swiss 
francs; 95 New Zealand dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 
315 French francs; 365 Swedish kronor; or 625 Indian rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 


REKKEKEKEKKEEKEKEEE 


This issue of Ecumenical Press Service was edited by Edmund Doogue. 


KRKKKKKKK 


The Irish School of Ecumenics in Dublin has invited applications for the post 
of director, following the announcement that its present director, Rev. Alan 
D. Falconer, has been appointed director of the Faith and Order Commission of 
the World Council of Churches. The Dublin post entails the academic and 
administrative leadership of a post-graduate teaching and research institute 
affiliated to Trinity College, Dublin. Applicants are expected to have post- 
graduate qualifications in theology, and experience of the ecumenical 
movement. 


Enquiries and applications (with the names and addresses of three referees) 
should be sent to the chairman, Executive Board of ISE, Bea House, Milltown 
Park, Dublin 6, Ireland. Applications close on 7 April. 


KREKKKKEEK 


Our computerized address system is undergoing major modifications. Changes 
of address, cancellations, etc. may not yet have been made. Please be 
patient with us and help us speed up the process by not writing a second time. 
Thank you. 
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EPS 94.02.20 
Angola’s grief demands swift action, says WCC delegation 


GENEVA--Angola, on the western coast of southern Africa, has 10 million people 
but 20 million land-mines. The land-mines - and devastated villages and towns, 
starving population and half-a-million graves from the last 16 months of 
fighting - are the legacy of a civil conflict which the UN has described as 
the worst war in the world. 


Talks are in progress in Lusaka to end the war, but the peace negotiations, 
between President Jose Eduardo dos Santos’ Popular Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola (MPLA) and the rebel forces of Jonas Savimbi’s National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola (Unita), are slow and subject to frequent 
interruptions, despite UN sponsorship. 


A national election was held in Angola in September 1992, and was declared 
free and fair by the UN, despite criticisms on both sides of the electoral 
process and of the election itself. Unita refused to accept defeat in the 
election, which it claimed was fraudulent, and resumed fighting after an 18- 
month cease-fire. Since then many areas have been devastated. 


"For 55 days we buried our children in our backyards. We see them [their 
graves] there every day. Thanks to the grace of God, some of us survived", 
Christian women in the inland city of Huambo told a World Council of Churches’ 
delegation that visited Angola this month. The women, from the Evangelical 
Congregational Church of Angola, were referring to the 55-day siege which 
ended with Unita’s capture of Huambo in March last year. 


The Evangelical Congregational Church of Angola, which is a member of the WCC, 
had invited the WCC to send the delegation. 


The WCC delegation has strongly urged the WCC to call on member churches to 
take a more active role with both aid and political pressure to help the 
beleaguered population and the local churches. 


Only after a year of attempts and negotiations was the WCC delegation able to 
make its visit to Huambo, which has a population of 300 000 and is 
headquarters for Unita. Unita’s leaders met the three members of the WCC 
delegation, Daniel Ntoni-Nzinga, who is Angolan, Thembisile Majola, a South 
African, and Charles Harper, from the US. 


The WCC delegation said on return to Geneva that it was vital to find ways to 
foster the peace process. Of even more immediate concern, they said, was the 
fate of the starving population of areas like Huambo. Christians in Huambo, 
where food is scarce, felt that they had been abandoned by the world’s 
churches, the delegation said. 


The rest of the world had been content to consider Angola’s problems as a 
second-rate crisis, the delegation was told during their visit. 


Churches around the world should immediately resume contact and aid with 
churches in Angola in a bid to save lives and to foster the fragile peace 
talks. 


"Amputees clutter the three market places of Huambo and the city has a 
disproportionate number of amputees", said Harper. The land-mines, which had 
been deliberately laid in the fertile agricultural regions, hit women and 
children most, as it was they who went looking for wood on the outskirts. 


"The physical destruction of what was reputed to be Angola’s most beautiful 
city before January 1993 is astounding. In the early morning, we heard no 
roosters, no barking dogs - food is painfully scarce. 


"There is no street [in Huambo] nor any house or building which is not 
severely damaged by mortar fire, bullets or bombs from the 55-day terror 
experienced by the civilian population [during] the military struggle for 
effective rpolitical, control of the city." 


The WCC visit was facilitated by UN transport. The UN began an aid programme 
to Huambo only two months ago. The WCC visit was in itself an achievement as 
governments and many institutions, including the US, could not get people into 
Huambo. [over] 


angola/2 


The need for churches worldwide to exert political pressure to save the 
population of Huambo and other affected areas was highlighted by news reports 
that from 11 February the Angolan government had halted all aid flights to 
parts of the country under Unita control. 


Angola’s minister for social affairs, Norberto dos Santos, said the ban on aid 
flights was in retaliation to a Unita offensive against Cuito, a city in the 
Central Highlands of Angola. 


Ntoni-Nzinga said after the WCC visit that there was much that churches inside 
and outside Angola could do to improve Angola’s prospects for peace. 


He said that churches should engage in an international campaign to make 
Angola a priority. 


"People are dying every day", Ntoni-Nzinga said, adding that churches must act 
urgently. 


The peace negotiations were slow, and taking place at the level of "who will 
get what", he said, suggesting that the churches in Huambo could take a bigger 
role in moves for peace. "As one pastor in Huambo said, there isa gap between 
the politicians and the people. The churches could fill that gap." 


Ntoni-Nzinga pointed out that the churches in Angola had themselves become 
politically divided because of the civil war, and were not as active as they 
should be in efforts for peace. 


Calling for churches around the world to also be more active, he said that 
Roman Catholics and Adventists in Angola received food and aid from their 
churches outside Angola, but other Protestants did not. 


While in Huambo, the wcc delegation was told that leaders of the Roman 
Catholic Church could "move around a bit in Angola because the Vatican is 
applying pressure". Protestant leaders, however, cannot move around freely. 


Majola said after the visit to Huambo that the churches in Angola did not have 
even the means of communication to get in touch with each other, and the wcc 
and member churches must lend assistance. 


She added that the most painful part of their trip was a visit to the hospital 
in Huambo. "This would equal anything we see on television from Bosnia - 90 
per cent of the diseases are from malnutrition. In the intensive care ward, 
there are 10 spring beds, no mattresses, no blankets and not even a piece of 
cardboard to cover the patients. One lucky patient had some hay. There was no 
form of disinfectant." 


The WCC delegation has recommended to the WCC’s general secretary, Konrad 
Raiser that: 


@ every effort be made to help the churches in Angola to come together, build 
unity and contribute to reconciliation; 

® given the "scandalous" isolation of Angola, its churches and its people, the 
WCC and member churches should increase and strengthen visits to Angolan 
churches to make its situation known; 

® emergency aid be strengthened, working increasingly through the churches; 
@ close monitoring of the peace process by the WCC should continue and be 
strengthened. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.21 
Second icon dealer killed in Berlin 


BERLIN--Two icon dealers in Berlin have been murdered in the last two months 
and local police are warning the city’s two dozen icon galleries to take extra 
care with security, according to the European, a newspaper published in 
London. In January Avraham Gleser, a Russian Jew, was shot dead in his gallery 
on the Kurflrstendamm. In December Vitali Liachovsky, a German of Russian 
origin, was killed in his flat. According to the report, police believe that 
both murders were carried out by Russian mafia and that Gleser was killed 
after refusing to pay protection money to those who were supplying icons from 
Russia. [EPS]. 


EPS 94.02.22 
Church aid saves lives in Armenian enclave 


GENEVA--"Our medical aid has saved Nagorno-Karabagh", Avedis Hintlian, the 
World Council of Churches’ consultant for Winter Rescue Operations in Armenia, 
said in Geneva this month. "If it wasn’t for the medicines, many people would 
be in wooden jackets in the graveyard." 


Many areas in Armenia and nearby are suffering from the violent conflict 
between Nagorno-Karabagh and neighbouring Azerbaijan. Nagorno-Karabagh, a 
vulnerable and isolated area near the Iranian border (Fizuli), was the scene 
last month of a four-pronged offensive by the Azeris. According to Hintlian, 
many lives in Karabagh were saved by medical aid which had been donated by 
church agencies and coordinated by the WCC. 


Last November the World Council of Churches made an urgent appeal for 
donations of US$ 2 200 000 to help up to 3.5 million people in Armenia. 


Since then three planeloads of aid, two in December and one last month, have 
been flown into the region, under supervision from the WCC. The first 
planeload, flown from Germany, was paid by the WCC with funds received from 
member churches, while the second and third loads were from Danchurchaid in 
Denmark, Norwegian Church Aid and Swedish Church Aid. Two more planeloads are 
expected in the near future. 


Hintlian, who is overseeing the delivery of medical supplies, food, clothing 
and blankets, visits Karabagh every 10 days and has just returned from his 
50th visit to Armenia. 


One planeload was delivered to Ijivan in Armenia, 145 kilometres from Yerevan, 
while the other two went to Nagorno-Karabagh, which operates as a separate 
state though it has not been recognised internationally. Karabagh was chosen 
for aid because its population of 150 000 is in an isolated area without many 
of the necessities of daily life and without basic health care. The area is 
surrounded by Azeris. 


"About 25 per cent of people in Karabagh are suffering from parasitic 
infections, nine per cent have tuberculosis, 10 per cent have Hepatitis A and 
B," Hintlian said. "There is no soap in Armenia, so people can’t bathe and 
skin disease and dermatitis are rife." 


"Fleas are very common, most of the soldiers are suffering from them." 


Hintlian said the aid consisted of the basic necessities to care for human 
survival, and the medical supplies from churches meant that the outlook had 
improved. 


"The area [of Karabagh] was without antibiotics", he said. "They didn’t have 
pain-killers. When a man’s leg was blown up, he had to have his wound bandaged 
without painkillers being used. Blood banks don’t exist there. 


"Now thanks to the WCC aid, they have supplies for a few months, and an aid 
bridge has been built between the people of Karabagh and the World Council of 
Churches. 


"Our main task is to strengthen the Apostolic Church [the local Orthodox 
church] and to give them whatever they need." 


The 26 tons of medical aid that were flown in included, as well as blood bags, 
antibiotics and painkillers, a microscope so that medical officers could carry 
out tests to match blood. 


Blankets have been another much needed item, said Hintlian. "People in the 
hospitals had no blankets and were catching pneumonia." 


Hintlian said that the population of Karabagh had been devastated by the war. 


Many people had received heavy injuries because of land-mines, rockets and air 
raids. 


"It’s hard to say how many have died", he said. "From every home, a boy has 
lost his life. Some homes have lost two or three." He added that at least one 
member of most families had suffered a major injury, such as the loss of an 
arm or a leg. [over] 


armenia/2 


Hintlian stressed that the church aid was carried out with cooperation from 
the Armenian Apostolic Church. "Whatever we do, the WCC is working with 
Vasken I, supreme patriarch of all Armenia, and whatever we do, we inform him. 
My job is an adviser and a consultant to monitor that things are distributed 
properly." 


Hintlian said that he saw the conflict between the Armenians and the Azeris 
as "political conflict, not a religious war. Some people want to see it as a 
religious war, but if that happens, then other Muslim nations will join in. 
It’s not a holy war." [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.23 
Scriptures offer readers choice of 2062 languages 


LONDON--The Scriptures were translated into 44 new languages last year, 
bringing to 2062 the number of languages in which at least one book of the 
Bible can be now read. 


The Bible or portions (a portion is at least one book of the Bible, according 
to the definition of the United Bible Societies) can now be read in 587 
African languages, 513 Asian languages, 358 Central and Latin American 
languages, 341 Pacific languages, 189 European languages and 71 North American 
languages. Portions can also be read in three "constructed" languages. 


However there is more translation to be done as, according to UBS, there are 
6000 languages spoken throughout the world. 


The complete Bible is available in 337 languages. 


UBS libraries in New York, US, and in Cambridge, UK, receive new translations 
and keep records of languages available. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.24 
Pope Shenouda issues challenge to European Christians 


NAIROBI--Pope Shenouda III, head of the Coptic Orthodox Church, has called on 
"those financially-abled brothers and sisters in Europe" to continue 
assistance to the developing world as global social and economic problems show 
little sign of disappearing. 


The All Africa Press Service reports that Pope Shenouda challenged Africa’s 
ecumenical partners to increase their moral and financial support to African 
churches so that African Christians can be served more effectively. 


Pope Shenouda made his call when addressing staff of the All Africa Conference 
of Churches (AACC) in Nairobi last month. 


He also warned the AACC of the dangers of Islamic fundamentalism, but added: 
"Tt is an equally serious matter for the Christian faith ... [Some Christians 
have] taken up the business of misreading and misinterpreting the Christian 
message, sometimes for ulterior motives to mislead and confuse others. This 
is equally dangerous for Africa, and we must grapple with it." 


Pope Shenouda visited Nairobi after attending the World Council of Churches’ 
Central Committee meeting in Johannesburg. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.25 
Pope John Paul II calls for cut in marriage annulments 


ROME--Pope John Paul II has cautioned the Roman Rota, the Roman Catholic 
Church’s highest marriage tribunal, about granting too many marriage 
annulments. The Tablet, published in London, reports that in the last year 57 
annulments have been granted out of 125 petitions. Many of them were 
appeals.There are another 638 cases awaiting the tribunal’s judgement. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.26 
US churches call for responsible investment in South Africa 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--A call for responsible investment in South Africa has replaced the 
former campaign to end all economic ties as the theme of American churches in 
the corporate responsibility movement. 


For more than 20 years, churches with pension, endowment and reserve funds 
invested in business corporations have used their stockholder rights to press 
for withdrawal from South Africa. But with international sanctions now 
lifted, they are calling on banks to make loans "conducive to South Africa’s 
long-term democratic development" and on other corporations to operate 
business in South Africa according to a church-sponsored Code of Conduct. 


The code was produced by a Task Force on Economic Matters set up by the South 
African Council of Churches and Catholic Bishops Conference. The council 
endorsed it in July and the Roman Catholic bishops in November. 


Most activity of the US churches in the corporate responsibility field is 
coordinated by the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility (ICCR), an 
agency related to the National Council of Churches but governed by its own 
membership of Protestant, Catholic and Jewish organizations. 


In addition to promoting socially responsible behaviour by corporations, the 
ICCR encourages its members to place some of their investment funds in 
businesses designed to produce socially beneficial results, though their rate 
of return to investors may be lower than others. At the annual "brokering 
session" held by the ICCR’s Clearinghouse on Alternative Investment on 

8 February in New York, much of the attention was focused on South Africa. 


Opportunities available through the Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society 
(EDCS), an agency set up at the initiative of the World Council of Churches 
and based in the Netherlands, were recommended by Elwyn Ewald, the society’s 
US representative. "The EDCS believes we need to emphasize that all who 
worked against investment in the past should now make a commitment to 
investing in the new South Africa, because without those investments it’s not 
going to work", he said. EDCS, he said, would lend at least USS 5 million 
to South African small businesses, and had set a goal of securing $20 million 
for investment in South Africa. 


Themba Vilakazi, a black South African exile living in Boston, reporting on 
his work as director of the Fund for a Free South Africa, said that up to now 
it had mainly provided grants, but it planned to begin making loans for people 
previously deprived of capital. "Deople cannot eat freedom", Valakazi said, 
urging the religious community to make investments that would meet the needs 
of unemployed South Africans for jobs. 


A white South African working as a consultant to investment bankers in New 
York, Peter D. Jardine, reported on the plans for SAICOR (South African 
Investment Corporation) to offer ways investors concerned about the social 
impact of their funds could support projects such as low-cost housing and job 
creation. Expressing optimism about the prospects for stability and economic 
growth after the elections, Jardine said he would go back to live and work in 
South Africa. 


Participants in the alternative investment session also heard Thamsanga Jeff 
Radebe, an official of the African National Congress and one of its candidates 
for the National Assembly in the April elections, assure them that his party 
was "committed to a free market economy". He saw a positive role for business 
in the new South Africa, and welcomed investments that would empower the 
previously disadvantaged. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.27 
Critics question role of US 'Parents’ Day’ proposal 


WASHINGTON--A resolution before the House of Representatives to declare 28 
July 1994 as "Parents’ Day" has sparked a controversy as critics claim the 
resolution is a ploy by followers of Sun Myun Moon’s Unification Church. 
According to Religious News Service in New York, supporters of the Parents’ 
Day resolution say all they want to do is to honour parents. But RNS quoted 
Anson Shupe, an academic and longtime "Moon-watcher", as saying: "This is not 
about honouring my mother or yours or parents in general, it’s about honouring 
Mr and Mrs Moon as the true parents of mankind. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.28 
Zagreb hosts first Orthodox service for two years 


ZAGREB--The head of the Serbian Orthodox diocese of Croatia and Slovenia has 
held the first Orthodox service in the Croatian capital for two years. 
Metropolitan Jovan of Zagreb and Ljubljana held the service on 27 January in 
Zagreb’s Church of the Transfiguration, according to the Orthodox Press 
Service in Sceaux, France. The service was attended by Croatian parliamentary 
officials and by a representative of the Roman Catholic Church. 


Metropolitan Jovan, who had to leave Zagreb in September 1991 during Croatia’s 
war of secession, now has been given Croatian citizenship, according to the 
Orthodox Press Service, which added that the church service "reflected a 
growing rapprochement between Croatia and the remaining Yugoslavia of Serbia 
and Montenegro". [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.29 
Archbishop of Canterbury makes visit to Greece 


ATHENS--George Carey, Archbishop of Canterbury, is visiting Greece and 
Orthodox Church leaders this month in the first official visit in 30 years by 
the head of the Church of England. The Guardian newspaper described Carey’s 
visit as an attempt to improve relations between the Anglican and Orthodox 
communions after differences of opinion about Anglican ordination of women as 
priests. "It’s been rather important that this visit happen now because 
there’s been a lot of hurt and misunderstanding over this issue", Michael 
Manktelow, former Anglican Bishop of Basingstoke, told the Guardian. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.30 
British opponents of women’s ordination launch court action 


LONDON--Traditionalist Anglican clergymen in a group called the Defenders of 
the Faith are launching court action in the United Kingdom in a last-ditch 
effort to stop women being ordained as priests. Defenders of the Faith, which 
claims the support of four bishops, has lodged a court document claiming 
Church of England leaders have committed treason by forcing the monarch, Queen 
Elizabeth II, to give royal assent to the Women Priests canon which will allow 
women to be ordained in Britain from next month. However, a lawyer told the 
newspaper that the legal action was unlikely to succeed in stopping the 
ordination of women. 


The Tablet newspaper in London reports that Cardinal Basil Hume, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, is holding "coffee evenings" for Anglican 
priests interested in becoming Roman Catholics. About 120 Anglican clergy, 
mainly from the London area, attended the first evening on 26 January. 


In ONTARIO, Canada, the Anglican Journal has accused the Roman Catholic Church 
in England and Wales of "capitalizing on dissent over women priests in the 
Church of England". Despite a general view in the United Kingdom that the 
Roman Catholic Church has handled the reception of dissenting Anglicans with 
great sensitivity, the Anglican Journal claims that "the [Roman Catholic] 
church is making it easier for groups of Anglicans to become Roman Catholics, 
and may even allow entire parishes to move with their own priest". [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.31 
Dutch churches urged to protect refugees 


AMSTERDAM--The Council of Churches in The Netherlands, concerned about the 
attitudes of many people who believe that their country is too crowded and 
that "the doors should be closed", has written to member churches asking them 
to apply pressure for a just policy regarding refugees and people asking for 
asylum. Christians calling for a more open policy on refugees have pointed out 
that churches can insist that local government bodies in The Netherlands place 
houses at the disposal of refugees. The Council of Churches has argued for 
several years that people who are being persecuted in their own country should 
not be faced with impossible barriers when seeking asylum. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.32 
Czech churches reach historic agreement on baptism 


PRAGUE--The three biggest churches in the Czech Republic have agreed to mutual 
recognition on baptism. The agreement was signed at an ecumenical service in 
Prague on 25 January by representatives of the Roman Catholic, Evangelical and 
Hussite churches. According to APIC, an international Catholic press agency 
based in Fribourg, Switzerland, Miroslav Vlk, the Catholic Archbishop of 
Prague, Pavel Smetana, leader of the Evangelical Church, and Vratislav 
Stepanek, Patriarch of the Hussite Church, hailed the agreement as an 
important step in deepening ecumenical cooperation in the republic. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.33 
Beijing imposes new laws against religious activities 


BEIJING--The Chinese government is imposing a new crackdown on religion, 
putting into place new laws forbidding churches to engage in "destructive" and 
unauthorised activities. 


But some observers in China suggest that the new laws are aimed at unofficial 
and "illegal" religious groups operating in China. The crackdown, forbidding 
all public religious activity by foreigners, has received widespread publicity 
in the international media. Some newspapers described the new laws as a move 
by Beijing to suppress religion because of the part played by churches in the 
collapse of communism in Eastern Europe. 


The Tablet, published in London, also reports that Su Zhi Ming, a Roman 
Catholic bishop of China’s underground church, has been arrested and detained, 
possibly because he met US congressman Christopher Smith who recently visited 
China. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.34 
Lutherans distributed US$ 8.2 million in Bosnian aid 


GENEVA--The distribution of food aid, building repairs and agricultural 
programmes in Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina carried out by the Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF) in 1993 amounted to more than US$ 8.2 million, according to 
Lutheran World Information. The LWF provided 25 per cent of the funds, while 
51 per cent came from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. The 
aid was crucial to successful efforts to provide shelter for 80 per cent of 
refugees in the region. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.35 
Lutheran World Federation’s council to meet in Geneva 


GENEVA--The council of the Lutheran World Federation will meet in Geneva from 
21 to 29 June for its annual gathering. Business will include the election of 
a general secretary to succeed Gunnar Staalsett who is returning to Norway 
after nine years of service [EPS 93.03.64]. Among other matters for discussion 
will be the LWF’s ninth assembly, to be held in Hong Kong in 1997, the 50th 
anniversary of the federation’s formation. The LWF is a communion of 114 
Lutheran churches with 55 million members. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.36 
Religion playing a bigger part in US life 


NEW YORK--The role of religion in US life is growing, after a sharp drop in 
the late 1970s. Religious News Service reports that a recent Gallup poll has 
found that 59 per cent of those surveyed say that religion plays a very 
important part in their lives. In a similar poll in 1978, the figure was 52 
per cent. However, in 1965 the figure was 70 per cent. 


According to research about the major faiths in the US by Gallup Poll and the 
Princeton Religion Research Center, 57 per cent of Orthodox Christians attend 
church regularly. For Roman Catholics, the figure was 46 per cent, for 
Protestants 42 per cent. For Jews attending services at synagogues, the figure 
was 11 per cent. The statistics were based on telephone interviews across the 
US with 3829 interviewees. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.37 
Dialogue marks new milestone in US church relations 


DELRAY BEACH, Florida--Dialogue between US Episcopalians and Roman Catholics 
has given a welcome boost to the relationship between their churches by 
reaffirming a common understanding of the Eucharist. 


According to the New York-based Episcopal News Service, the 16 members of the 
Anglican-Roman Catholic dialogue in the us (ARC-USA) unanimously approved a 
five-part statement last month declaring that "the eucharistic Sacrifice is 
not an issue that divides our two churches". 


The statement also affirmed the real presence: ofyChrist ear the Eucharist, and 
Said that only "a validly ordained priest" should preside at the Eucharist. 


"It was astounding that we came to this agreement so quickly in our meeting", 
Said William Franklin, a member of ARC-USA and professor of history, world 
mission and Anglican studies at the General Theological Seminary in New York 
Cline 


"It shows that we do understand the Eucharist in the same way and that, in our 
country at least, it is not a barrier in our relationships with one another 

- Although we don’t expect this to lead to immediate intercommunion, it does 
put our voice into the wider dialogue." 


Five bishops from each of the two churches plan a joint pilgrimage this year 
to Canterbury and Rome to focus on ecumenism and evangelism. 


"We hope this pilgrimage will be a Sign of cooperation between the two 
churches, as well as a project that will bring fresh energy to Anglican-Roman 
Catholic relationships in this country", said Christopher Agnew, associate 
ecumenical officer for the Episcopal Church. 


In PHOENIX, Arizona, Eastern Orthodox churches have Signed a covenant with the 
Episcopal, Evangelical Lutheran and Roman Catholic churches promising mutual 
respect among the three churches, joint Scripture study and "confession of 
past and present prejudices". [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.38 
Orthodox churches restore links with Patriarch of Jerusalem 


ISTANBUL--A major disagreement involving Greek Orthodox churches has been 
resolved with the restoration of links with Patriarch Diodoros of Jerusalem. 


Last July at Phanar, seat of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, a synod comprising 
representatives of the churches of Constantinople, Alexandria, Greece and 
Cyprus suspended communion with Diodoros because of winteusion” into Australia 
and elsewhere. The Archdiocese of Australia is under the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. 


But at a recent meeting the same synod agreed that assurances by Diodoros - 
that he had withdrawn from areas belonging to the canonical jurisdiction of 
other Orthodox churches - had been kept. 


The July synod had found Diodoros guilty of intrusion into an alien diocese, 
of actions exceeding his jurisdiction, of "faction and agitation", conspiracy 
against another church and communion with schismatics and heretics. 


Diodoros had acted "in an altogether uncanonical manner outside his 
competence" to "protect" a defrocked priest in the parish of St John in 
Carlton, a suburb of the Australian city of Melbourne, the synod said. 


The synod had also said that two bishops of the Jerusalem Patriarchate had 
"uncanonically established themselves" at the parish of St John. According to 
a US Orthodox newspaper, the two bishops were Diodoros’s chief secretary and 
his representative in Australia. 


The synod had found that Diodoros acted outside his jurisdiction in Africa, 
America and various European countries including Germany, Greece and Portugal. 


The Orthodox Observer newspaper, published in New York, warmly welcomed the 
restoration of links with Diodoros, saying: "The unity and peace of the 
Orthodox Church have been restored." [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.39 
1995 summit holds promise of ‘fruitful development’ 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--The World Summit for Social Development that the United Nations (UN) 
plans for Copenhagen next year will get special attention from the World 
Council of Churches (WCC), a newly appointed council staff member said in New 
TOL. 


Rainer Lingscheid, who will staff the New York office of the WCC’s Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA), said interest of non- 
governmental organizations (NGOs) in the Copenhagen conference was markedly 
lower than in the 1992 Rio conference on the environment. 


In part, he said, that was because "social development" was a more complicated 
CcONncept:. 


"What the environment is, everyone knows", he said. "But no one can understand 
what social development is." 


However, the WCC considered the Copenhagen conference significant because of 
the way it would bring together several key issues, Lingscheid said. ss i 
could open up discussion about the way development in the North is related to 
development in the South, the meaning of sustainable development and ways the 
development of economic structures can be put on a solid basis", he said. 


The concept of social development had in view an economic programme that took 
account of social needs and provided for the participation of all people, he 
said. "Only development that is social development can be fruitful", he 
said. 


Lingscheid was interviewed on 9 February at the CCIA office in the Church 
Center for the UN, a building operated by United Methodist Women across the 
street from UN headquarters. Although he was not to begin work officially 
until 1 April, he was attending sessions of the preparatory committee for the 
Copenhagen conference. 


Identifying the summit as a priority of his first year, he said he would 
attend the two other sessions of the committee - 22 August-2 September 1994, 
and 16-27 January 1995, both in New York - where attempts would be made to 
negotiate a declaration of principles and plan of action for adoption in 
Copenhagen. 


The preparatory work was in some ways more important than the event itself, 
he said. But the WCC had been invited to make a presentation at a session 
in Copenhagen 6-10 March 1995 that would precede the gathering of heads of 
state and government 11-12 March, he said, and must also decide how it would 
respond to that invitation. 


Lingscheid has been seconded to the WCC, initially for two years, by the 
Evangelical Church of Germany. For the past four years, he has directed its 
coordinating body for mission agencies, the Association of the Churches’ 
Development Service (Arbeitsgemeinschaft Kirchlicher Entwicklungsdienst) , 
which meant engagement with the controversies surrounding development policy. 


He had previously done parish work and taught practical theology at Gottingen. 
Born in Disseldorf, he studied at Gottingen and was ordained in 1981 as a 
pastor of the Lutheran Church of Hanover. 


Previous UN-related activities, Lingscheid said, included attendance at Rio 
and at a 1993 meeting in New York on sustainable development. He said these 
involved working with the WCC section on Economy, Environment and Sustainable 
Development, and he expected to continue this association in the planning for 
Copenhagen. 


Lingscheid’s work will also include following General Assembly sessions and 
other UN activity in New York, presenting the WCC viewpoint where he finds an 
opportunity and reporting back to the WCC on UN developments. One of his 
first tasks, he said, would be to convey the conclusions of a consultation on 
Bosnia that the WCC had scheduled in Geneva at the end of February. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.40 
Conflict in Bosnia prompts conflicting calls for action 


GENEVA--The rising death toll in Bosnia-Herzegovina has brought new efforts 
by churches and religious leaders around the world to seek ways to end the 
conflict in the former Yugoslavia. 


Many comments from churches since the mortar attack on Sarajevo’s open market 
on 5 February have called for caution as NATO threatened air strikes against 
military positions around Sarajevo. In NEW YORK the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the USA wrote to President Bill Clinton urging 
restraint. 


But others have disagreed. Even before the attack on 5 February, Henry 
Seigman, executive director of the American Jewish Congress in New York, 
sharply criticised Western religious institutions - Catholic, Protestant and 
Jewish - for failing to back military intervention in Bosnia. 


"Because religious institutions have failed to call for ... military 
intervention, they have allowed evil to have its way", Seigman wrote in the 
International Herald Tribune last month. "What is worse, too often their pious 
declarations have failed to distinguish between the victims and their 
tormentors. That failure nourishes a perverse moral equivalence that is 
invoked by governments to justify inaction and cowardice. 


Describing the fate of Bosnia-Herzegovina as "the modern Holocaust", Seigman 
wrote: "Religious institutions hardly covered themselves with glory during 
World War II, when the first Holocaust occurred. If they continue their 
fecklessness and faithlessness as Serbs and Croats, with the apparent sanction 
of the local Serbian Orthodox and Croatian Catholic churches, go about 
completing their genocidal work in Bosnia, they will have compromised 
themselves beyond redemption." 


However Seigman’s rebuke ignores the records of both the Serbian Orthodox 
Church and the Roman Catholic Church, which have rigorously condemned any use 
of religion to pursue ethnic or political conflict and called for peaceful 
resolutions to fighting in the former Yugoslavia. 


In BELGRADE last month Serbian Patriarch Pavle wrote to the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches meeting in Johannesburg expressing his 
concern for the suffering of all people in the region. 


"In messages we have addressed to world public opinion and to our own Yugoslav 
public, the holy synod of bishops and I personally have consistently condemned 
violence, of whatever kind and by whomever it is used, regardless of religion 
and nation. The true Christian sees that in these wars little heed is paid to 
the voices of religious leaders." 


In ROME Pope John Paul II recently denounced "the criminal hands which 
continue to systematically destroy and murder [in Bosnia]... no person and no 
cause can justify these actions. I beg those responsible for these actions, 
so unworthy of human beings, to put an end to them. They will be required to 
account for them before God." 


All the Roman Catholic bishops of Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina, including 
Cardinal Franjo Kuharic, Archbishop of Zagreb, met in ZAGREB at the end of 
January to launch an appeal for peace as the world faced what the bishops 
described as "the very last chance to stop the cycle of violence that has 
afflicted hundreds of thousands of innocent civilians. 


The sanctions imposed by the United Nations against Serbia have distressed 
churches in the region where church leaders have pleaded many times for the 
lifting of the embargo. Serbian Patriarch Pavle recently said that all people 
in the region "are being driven to the very limits of existence" because of 
the economic situation. 


At the same time the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) has expressed support 
for the retention of sanctions against Serbia, at least for the time being. 


Lutheran World Information reports that in HANOVER, Germany, Bishop Rolf Koppe 
of the EKD wrote to Pavle saying that before sanctions could be lifted, the 
Serbian government must demonstrate a willingness to compromise. Pavle had 
written to Koppe about the situation in Serbia. Koppe said in his letter that 
the EKD Social Service Agency had made 25.8 million German marks (US$14.7 
million available for humanitarian aid in the region. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.41 


Ecutext: Message to churches in countries of former Yugoslavia 


The following message was adopted by the WCC Central Committee at its meeting 
in Johannesburg, South Africa, 20-28 January 1994. 


M on 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, 20-28 January 1994, expresses continuing 
deep concern for the tragic conflict which continues to claim so many 
lives and to wreak such destruction in many areas of the former 
Yugoslavia. 


Our chief desire is not to seek to apportion blame in an increasingly 
complex struggle. We are aware that much of the reporting of the 
conflict lacks objectivity, and that violence and brutality are being 
committed on every side, Serb, Croat and Muslim. We know, too, that 
the sanctions applied only against Serbia and Montenegro, with the 
consequent desperate shortage of food and medical supplies, have caused 
widespread suffering to the civilian populations, whilst the flow of 
arms through the region continues unabated. 


Rather than raising our voice in accusation, we make an urgent call for 
an end to the fighting, through peaceful negotiation. Even though the 
efforts of international megotiators have so far been largely 
fruitless, and there have been calls for armed intervention from 
several quarters, we do not believe that increasing military action is 
the way to true and lasting peace. The situation is too complex, and 
the aggressors too numerous, for simple solutions to be sought bringing 
military force to bear on one or another side. 


What is vital is a universal desire for peace in the countries of 
former Yugoslavia, and in all countries involved in seeking solutions 
ro Ene CourrtLcr. Every effort must be deployed, with imagination, 
determination and patience, for that peace to be attained and kept. 


To this end we affirm the Statement from the Round Table of 
representatives of religious communities from the countries of former 
Yugoslavia, meeting in Pécs, Hungary, in December 1993, convened by the 
Conference of European Churches, in cooperation with the WCC. The Pécs 
statement calls for the members of the churches and religious 
communities to promote reconciliation, cessation of hostilities and the 
healing of all hatred and revenge. We also condemn the manipulation of 
religious symbols and religious feelings for war aims, and call for the 
protection of the human rights of all, especially of religious, 
national and other minorities, and for the ending of all "ethnic 
cleansing". 


We exhort our member churches and all Christians in the former 
Yugoslavia to remain faithful, in the name of Christ, to this call, and 
especially to resist every attempt to use religious sentiment and 
loyalty in the service of aggressive nationalism. We assure them of 
our continuing efforts, through humanitarian relief, moral and 
spiritual support and dialogue with the political negotiators, to bring 
succour to the suffering, strength to those under intolerable 
pressures, and an end to the war. Especially, we assure them of our 
prayers at all times, that the conflicting parties may lay down their 
arms, that the peoples of the countries of former Yugoslavia may be 
reconciled, and that all may know peace with justice. [EPS] 
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Ecutext: Global warming and climate change: call to churches 


The following statement was adopted by the WCC central committee at its 
meeting in Johannesburg, South Africa, 20-28 January 1994 


Ais 


LD 


The 1990 World Council of Churches Convocation on Justice, Peace, and 
Integrity of Creation in Seoul, Korea, called all churches to "combat 
the causes of destructive changes to the atmosphere which threaten to 
disrupt the Earth’s climate, and create widespread suffering." The 
World Council of Churches reiterates this call because of the gravity 
of this threat and the relation of climate change to the unjust 
distribution of wealth, resources, and political power. 


Human activity has reached the critical point of changing fundamentally 
the earth’s atmosphere and conditions for life on the planet. The 
continuous and intensive use of fossil fuels has contributed to the 
greenhouse effect and is accelerating long-term global warming. 
Further, the protective mantle of ozone around the earth is being 
depleted due to the emission of destructive gases. 


While further research is required, the scientific community agrees 
that action cannot be delayed. The reality of accelerated climate 
change is not just another sign of environmental disarray. The 
equilibrium of the earth’s eco-system is severely threatened through 
the increased use of fossil fuels with a corresponding rise in carbon 
dioxide emissions. 


A general increase in the Earth’s temperature is likely to result ina 
rise of sea levels, endangering the life of small island states and 
many heavily populated coastal regions. The communities and nations of 
the Pacific face particular dangers. Floods in both the South and the 
North will probably become more intense; droughts and desertification 
are predicted to increase as climate zones change; and a rise in the 
severity and frequency of storms is also expected. Moreover, many areas 
most immediately vulnerable to such changes are already suffering from 
the inequities of the global economic system, and are unable to 
undertake major and costly preventive measures. 


Although the consequences are global, the causes of this crisis have 
their origins in particular regions. In striving constantly for more 
production and consumption, the rich industrialized nations today are 
the major, although not the only, emitters of greenhouse gases. These 
activities are threatening God’s creation, inflicting grave threats 
upon the rest of the world and even jeopardizing their own future. 


The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) 
agreed to a Framework Convention on Climate Change. But it is yet to 
be ratified, and it lacks specific timetables and clear strategies to 
implement its goals. 


IN RESPONSE, the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches: 


* underscores that global warming and accelerated climate change are 
visible signs of the crisis experienced by civilization today, and 
are rooted in the refusal to accept the boundaries of God's 
creation; 


* recognizes that a radical change can be effected only as a result of 
true repentance and changed life styles, whereby the rich abandon 
the false value orientations of ever increasing consumption; 


* understands that the social and environmental degradation caused by 
accelerated climate change is sin against God and a violation of 
creation; 


* declares that the atmosphere must be protected as an essential and 
invaluable common good for this and future generations. [over] 


climate/2 


THEREFORE, WE CALL ALL CHURCHES: 


a, * To recognize the challenge to the life and witness of Christians 
that the crisis from accelerated climate change presents; 


as * to reinterpret Christian responsibility towards creation and to 
respond in faith and action to the peril in their own situation; 


3h * to rediscover Christian teaching on lifestyles of sufficiency in 
personal lives and institutions; 


4. * to work in partnership with all peoples of living faiths and 
traditions, and with governments and non-governmental organizations, 
in concrete actions to build sustainable societies. 


Specifically, we call the churches of the North: 


5A * to protect the atmosphere by reducing their use of energy from non- 
renewable sources; 


6. * to limit the use of resources to those required for basic needs, 
sufficient income and consumption which is sustainable. 
Likewise, we call the churches of the South: 


Be * to work for new models of sustainable societies built upon economic 
equity and ecological stability; 


8. * to promote the participation and empowerment of people in creating 
these new alternatives. 


We call upon the international community: 


a * to ratify and implement the Framework Convention on Climate Change; 


10. * to adopt specific timetables and strategies to dramatically reduce 
total Carbon dioxide emissions to achieve the objectives of the 
Framework Convention. 


1 Finally, we draw the attention of churches and the international 
community to the recently completed WCC study paper, "Accelerated 
Climate Change: Sign of Peril, Test of Faith", as a comprehensive 
resource describing this crisis, exploring its theological 


implications, and proposing specific responses. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.43 
Ecutext: Statement on South Africa 


The following statement was adopted by the WCC Central Committee at its 
meeting in Johannesburg, South Africa, 20-28 January 1994. 


South Africans are a singing people. We have not sung because we were 
happy. We have sung even when we cried. We have sung so as not to 
allow ourselves to be broken. We have sung to survive. 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting for the first 
time in South Africa, gives thanks to God that the light of hope has been kept 
burning among the people of this land through the deep dark night of 
apartheid. We thank God that we have been able, at long last, to join with 
our Christian sisters and brothers here together in new songs of praise and 
thanksgiving, at the dawning of a new day. 


Our hosts from the churches joined in the South African Council of Churches 
have said "thank you" through us to Christians and Churches in the most 
distant parts of the world. Thank you for having been constant in prayer for, 
and in solidarity with, the people of South Africa through decades of pain and 
struggle. 


On behalf of the oikoumene, we say "thank you" many times over to our South 
African sisters and brothers. Thank you for teaching us to sing in a new way; 
for your example of unity when forces on all sides seek to divide; for your 
faith; for hope shared in hours of deep despair; for your young people who, 
across many generations, galvanized the country to change. We thank you 
especially for the theological clarity you have provided to the whole Church, 
which illuminated the truth that racism is a sin which is deeply rooted in the 
structures of nearly every society and that its theological justification is 
a heresy; for helping us to acknowledge our own complicity when our churches 
remained silent about the heresy of apartheid and the racism in our own 
countries, and when we acquiesced in the support many governments and 
businesses gave the apartheid regime. 


South Africa today abounds in new hope, bought with the blood of martyrs. The 
names of some ring out wherever people struggle for justice throughout the 
world. Others we will never know by name, yet we are humbled and honoured by 
their sacrifice. 


Today, former mortal enemies are seeking to construct a new, unified, non- 
racial society together. A revolution of momentous proportions is being 
achieved through skilful, innovative, peaceful negotiations all around the 
country, laying the foundations for a new, democratic South Africa. 


However miraculous, such sweeping change does not yet constitute justice. The 
deep-seated economic and social problems created by apartheid’s multi-layered, 
highly structured system of exploitation, oppression and social fragmentation 
are even more resistant to change than the formal political structures. So, 
transformation is plagued by growing poverty, unemployment, social dislocation 
and homelessness. Judging from the experience of other African nations 
seeking to make the transition to democracy, the poor could be hurt even more 
by the practices and policies of institutions which administer the 
international financial and trade system. As it is, change comes far too 
Slowly for the worst victims, especially for the youth and women, who are 
particular targets of violence, even within the apparent security of their own 
homes. They all fear that change will never reach all the way to them. 
Frustration and anger grow, breeding revolt and acts of revenge. 


At the other end of the spectrum, threats to the privileges of those who 
benefited from apartheid breed fear and hatred. 


These contradictions, escalating crime and lawlessness, and politically 
motivated violence in Natal and the East Rand all pose present dangers. They 
put great pressures on those negotiating for peaceful change. It is true that 
political violence has claimed a terrible toll in human life since 1990. But 
South Africa is not in a state of civil war, contrary to the impression often 
given both at home and abroad. [over] 


south africa/2 


Terrible as it is, violence is only part of the present reality. South Africa 
is a land bubbling with new ideas and constructive initiatives arising from 
local levels. New ministries of reconciliation are being formed every day. 
Many people are being trained in methods of mediation and conflict resolution. 
Many people are monitoring violence. Free legal assistance groups are being 
created. Forums comprising a variety of organizations of civil society were 
created to work out proposals on particular aspects of the interim 
constitution as a contribution to building a non-racial, non-sexist South 
Africa. Local economic and social initiatives are building up community and 
providing skills training. Education for democracy programmes are at work and 
voter education workshops are being held around the country. Very many of 
these are the initiative of youth and of women, who are especially effective 
and well-organized. Gradually, a new culture of peace is taking shape to 
replace the culture of war and violence. 


The recent experience of many other societies which were consumed by violent 
passions stemming from ancient, unresolved enmities before they could complete 
hopeful transitions to democracy shows that this shift of culture is 
essential. Through negotiation, enemies can find an alternative to conflict, 
but if its achievements are to be lasting, it must move on to reconciliation 
through the painful process of confession, repentance, forgiveness, and 
compromise. This is an integral part of the reconstruction of society. 


Changes in the global political environment provided a catalyst for the 
process of liberation from apartheid. A healthy, peaceful and just global and 
regional context will remain essential as South Africa transits into the 
future. It has been fully integrated into the global economy for most of this 
century, and heavily dependent on foreign investments. Some see in the present 
change, with the relaxation of international economic and other sanctions it 
has allowed, an opportunity to reintegrate the South African economy into the 
"Pirst World". But South Africa cannot ignore its immediate South African 
context. In a document on "Contemporary Challenges to Africa" which we are 
commending to the churches we have explored that context more fully. 


Recommendations 


In light of these facts, and deeply committed to the future of South Africa, 
the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting in 
Johannesburg, 20-28 January 1994: 


ay affirms the right of all citizens of south Africa to participate in the 
forthcoming elections and urges that the necessary provisions be made; 


aA appeals to those parties in South Africa who remain outside the framework 
of negotiation to risk moving forward together, to trust the good 
intentions of the negotiators, and by joining them, to make their own 
contributions to this process which offers the only present hope for 
peace and justice for all; 


ie urges governments and international financial investment and trade 
institutions to support the Transitional Executive Council and the 
Parliament soon to be elected in their efforts to reconstruct society 
through the total reform of national structures of governance, and of the 
national economy, including the elimination of corruption; 


4. urges governments to recognize that a strong civil society is essential 
to good governance and participatory democracy, and for this reason not 
abandon their support for the non-governmental organizations which 
contributed greatly to change, and are now key instruments for the 
rebuilding of community at the most basic level of society; 


5: urges those now preparing the transformation of South Africa, and those 
who will be given major new responsibility for governing this nation to 
commit themselves to ensuring women their rightful place of leadership 
at all levels and in all sectors of society; [over] 
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urges the United Nations, other governments and international non- 
governmental organizations, including the churches, to respond to the 
invitation of the Transitional Executive Council and non-governmental 
bodies like the South African Council of Churches to send and help train 
sufficient monitors to ensure free and fair elections unhampered by 
violence on 27 April 1994; 


appeals to the member churches of the World Council of Churches not to 
slacken in their prayers, moral or financial support for the South 
African Council of Churches and its member churches in this time when 
ecumenical witness presents new opportunities and challenges in which 
people look to their churches for leadership; 


appeals to the international community and to the churches to recognize 
the heavy cost paid by the frontline states and neighbouring countries 
like Lesotho, Swaziland and Botswana, and to assist them in their 
recovery from the consequences of apartheid so that the hope for a new 
day may be realized throughout Southern Africa; 


urges especially support for the present efforts of the churches of South 
Africa in education for democracy and voter education; 


calls upon the south African Government at all levels, business, churches 
and other non-governmental organizations to strengthen the hand of the 
youth of South Africa through: 


~ the provision of equal educational opportunities at all levels, 
including compulsory primary and secondary education; 


- the establishment of clear goals for the eradication of illiteracy; 


- the strict implementation of child labour laws corresponding to 
international standards; 


- the elaboration of emergency youth employment schemes; 


- ensuring that youth are full participants in decisions which will 
shape the South Africa they will inherit; and 


- encouraging young peoples’ innovative approaches to community 
building and reconciliation; 


calls upon all the churches of South Africa: 


= to assume their full responsibility for peace, reconciliation, unity 
and reconstruction of the society; 


= to recognize and give effective support to the women’s organized 
efforts to create a violence-free society and to ensure within their 
own structures the values of a non-sexist society; 


Ms to persist in the search for a new moral community based on values 
and norms which recognize and promote the value of the human person, 
of community and of family in order that all may contribute to 
society; and 


= to seize the opportunity to construct a new, inclusive and vital 
ecumenical movement to confront the challenge to reconstruct and 
reconcile South Africa. 


calls on Christians and churches here and around the world to be constant 
in prayer for persons who have been placed in responsible positions to 
oversee the period of transition, to prepare the forthcoming elections, 
and for those who will be elected to office, that they perform their 
functions in such a way as to cause future generations to honour them as 
the mothers and fathers of the new South Africa. [EPS] 
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REKKKKEKKEKKKKKEKEEEE 


This issue of Ecumenical Press Service was edited by Edmund Doogue. 


KRKKKKKEKK 


The Irish School of Ecumenics in Dublin has invited applications for the post 
of director, following the announcement that its present director, Rev. Alan 
D. Falconer, has been appointed director of the Faith and Order Commission of 
the World Council of Churches. The Dublin post entails the academic and 
administrative leadership of a post-graduate teaching and research institute 
affiliated to Trinity College; Dublin: Applicants are expected to have post- 
graduate qualifications in theology, and experience of the ecumenical 
movement. 


Enquiries and applications (with the names and addresses of three referees) 
should be sent to the chairman, Executive Board of ISE, Bea House, Milltown 
Park, Dublin 6, Ireland. Applications close on 7 April. 


REKKKEKE 


Our computerized address system is undergoing major modifications. Changes 
of address, cancellations, etc. may not yet have been made. Please be 


patient with us and help us speed up the process by not writing a second time. 
Thank you. 


REKKKEKK 


EPS 94.02.44 
Konrad Raiser corrects distortions in Serbia sanctions debate 


GENEVA--The general secretary of the World Council of Churches (WCC), Konrad 
Raiser, has vigorously rejected media reports that the WCC has called for the 
lifting of sanctions against Serbia and Montenegro. 


Raiser, a German Lutheran theologian who became WCC general secretary in 
January 1993, made his comments after reports in several European newspapers 
in recent weeks stating that the WCC wanted an end to sanctions against 
Serbia. 


The reports, following debates at the WCC’s Central Committee meeting in 
Johannesburg in January this year, focused on a Central Committee message to 
churches in the former Yugoslavia. The Central Committee made an urgent call 
for an end to the fighting through peaceful negotiation, reconciliation 
between all parties, and resistance to all attempts to use "religious 
sentiment and loyalty in the service of aggressive nationalism". 


The letter also said: "We know, too, that the sanctions applied only against 
Serbia and Montenegro, with the consequent desperate shortage of food and 
medical supplies, have caused widespread suffering to the civilian 
populations, while the flow of arms through the region continues unabated." 


Raiser, interviewed by EPS in his Geneva office, said some media organisations 
had over-simplified or distorted WCC comments on sanctions. He added that he 
deeply regretted the misinterpretation of the WCC’s views which, he said, did 
not fit into any of the existing interpretations in the passionate discussion 
about the former Yugoslavia. 


While the wcc had raised questions about the application of sanctions against 
Serbia, Raiser said, it had never called for them to be lifted. The Central 
Committee letter, he said, had mentioned the sanctions "in one sentence, 
simply taking note of their effect, while military supplies seem to reach the 
conflicting parties relatively easily". 


In October last year Raiser, as general secretary of the WCC, together with 
Jean Fischer, general secretary of the CEC, wrote to Boutros Boutros-Ghali, 
general secretary of the United Nations, asking for a re-examination of the 
way in which sanctions were being applied in Serbia. 


Member churches of the WCC in the former Yugoslavia - including the smaller 
Hungarian Reformed, Slovak Lutheran and Methodist churches, as well as the 
larger Serbian Orthodox Church - had informed the WCC of the "devastating 
effect of the way in which the sanctions policy has been implemented". 


"Having supported sanctions against South Africa for a long time, we still 
believe in the validity of sanctions", Raiser told EPS, "but we feel they need 
to be applied with discrimination and great care in order to safeguard their 
value." 


Describing media reporting of the WCC’s views, Raiser said: "Since October 
last year, there is a prejudice which is repeated again and again and has now 
been repeated in reporting from the Central Committee meeting in Johannesburg 
- the prejudice that the WCC is for the lifting of sanctions in Serbia. 


"There is no foundation for this in any official pronouncement of the World 
Council of Churches. It’s an interpretation, but a one-sided or distorted 
interpretation of what the World Council, together with the Conference of 
European Churches [CEC], has said. 


"IT regret that we are constantly, through media interpretation, put into a 
particular box and subsequently we have to rectify the situation. 


"Media interpretation is being used as one particular instrument in the 
passionate discussion about the Yugoslav conflict. The line that the World 
Council has tried to maintain, together with CEC, does not fit into any of the 
preset interpretations. We have had great difficulties making ourselves heard 
and understood." 


The sanctions against Serbia originally envisaged by the UN Security Council 
were /tleant ~to'’° be a political” instrument; but not intended to hit 
indiscriminately the weakest parts of the population, Raiser said. [over] 


raiser/2 


But the toughening of the sanctions against Serbia had the effect "of 
paralysing the whole process of medical supplies", Raiser said. "The former 
Yugoslavia was a country that produced most of its essential medicines 
locally, only importing the raw materials. But these raw materials were hit 
by the embargo. 


"There were no established links with outside suppliers, who then did not want 
to go through the laborious process of getting deliveries to Serbia accepted 
by the sanctions committee." 


If there was agreement about the use of sanctions, Raiser said, they should 
be imposed on all parties to the conflict which had flouted laws on human 
rights. 


"By October last year it was clear that the violation of essential norms of 
humanitarian law and human rights did not only apply to the Serbian side to 
the conflict", he said. "Therefore, the one-sidedness of the application of 
these sanctions ran the danger of discrediting the sanctions as an instrument. 


"We felt it was our responsibility to raise the issue [with the UN] precisely 
because we believe in the importance of sanctions as an instrument of exerting 
pressure below the military level. 


"The second reason was the empirical fact that the humanitarian relief and 
medical supplies were not reaching the weakest part of the population." 


"We did not call for a lifting of sanctions", Raiser stressed. "Nowhere in the 
letter [to the UN] has this demand been made. 


"We knew that our member churches in the former Yugoslavia were urgently 
asking for a lifting of sanctions. We did not make this call our own, but 
rather placed the onus on the United Nations to consider the way in which in 
this particular case sanctions were being used. We still consider that this 
was a legitimate and valid request and did not constitute, as has sometimes 
been alleged, a change of policy on the part of the World Council of 
Churches", Raiser said. 


Asked if the churches had done enough to find ways to end the conflict in the 
former Yugoslavia, Raiser said: "I don’t think anybody in this tragic 
Situation can claim they have done enough ... we all have to acknowledge that 
our efforts have come too late, have started too late, have not gone far 
enough, have not been creative enough, have not been clear enough." 


He added: "The initiative has slipped from our hands. I think it is important 
that we start from this admission in order to get out of the situation of 
accusing one another mutually about what should have been done." 


At the same time, Raiser pointed out, the sphere of influence of churches in 
the region was limited. "One has to admit that in the post-communist situation 
in Yugoslavia, the possibilities of churches and of church bodies from outside 
to influence political events are extremely limited. 


"The committed Christian population represents a minority in all the countries 
concerned, including Serbia", Raiser said. "The leadership is basically still 
a group that has already been in political leadership responsibilities in the 
former communist time and there are no immediate lines of entry, no lines of 
influence from the churches to the political process. There is not yet a 
democratic discourse which the churches can influence." 


Raiser also pointed out that the wcec, together with CEC - through links with 
local churches and the Roman Catholic Church - had brought together for talks 
on three occasions the leading religious figures in the former Yugoslavia - 
the Serbian Orthodox patriarch, the Roman Catholic archbishop of Zagreb and 
the chief imam of Sarajevo. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.45 
US bishop endorses air strikes to end war in Bosnia 


NEW YORK--The presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church in the United States 
has endorsed Nato air strikes against military targets in Bosnia provided 
"they hold the promise of ending the despicable siege against the caavilaan 
population of Sarajevo". 


Edmond Browning, presiding bishop and primate of the Episcopal Church, said 
in a statement on 18 February, several days before the 20 February deadline 
for the withdrawal of Bosnian Serb weapons around the Bosnian capital: "While 
I believe violence is not the answer to violence, I cannot oppose Nato air 
strikes against military targets, as long as they hold the promise of ending 
the despicable siege against the civilian population of Sarajevo and provided 
they are accompanied by a firm resolve, especially from the United States, to 
bring all diplomatic means necessary to achieve a fair and just negotiated 
settlement." 


Browning said his "decision not to oppose such air strikes is predicated on 
providing humanitarian relief to the people of Sarajevo and an expectation 
that such strikes be limited to that sole objective and not as a step to 
widening the conflict". 


Earlier this month, after the shelling of the marketplace in Sarajevo, the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, which has 32 member 
churches, wrote to the US president, Bill Clinton, supporting his "restraint 
in decisions regarding the use of military power". 


The letter to Clinton, signed by the council’s general secretary, Joan Brown 
Campbell, also questions whether the religious community is doing enough to 
end the conflict in Bosnia. 


"In the face of historic hostilities, reinforced by religious differences, is 
there not also a deeper, shared religious mandate from the God of peace? 
Already the leaders of the major Christian communities - Orthodox, Catholic 
and Protestant - along with Islamic and Jewish leaders, are coming together 
to use their influence to work for peace as well as for the distribution of 
humanitarian aid." [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.46 
Vojvodina bishop condemns sanctions as "unchristian" 


GENEVA--The sanctions against Serbia and Montenegro are "inhuman and 
unchristian" because they affect innocent people and not politicians, 
according to a Lutheran bishop from Vojvodina, north of Belgrade. 


Andrej Beredi, bishop of the Slovak Evangelical Christian Church of the 
Augsburg Confession in Yugoslavia, interviewed by Lutheran World Information 
in Geneva this month, said that the indefinite duration of the sanctions was 
a heavy burden to the local population, especially as many expected the 
Situation in the region to worsen. 


The Slovak Evangelical Church has also been hit by the crisis caused by high 
unemployment, sanctions and inflation of 65 per cent a year. 


Beredi, who is a vice president of the Lutheran World Federation, said that 
apart from arms embargoes, no civilian population should be subjected to 
Sanctions. 


The Agence de Presse internationale catholique (APIC), based in Fribourg, 
Switzerland, reports that the Serbian Orthodox Church has apparently removed 
its religious and art treasures from the church’s museum, near a strategic 
bridge on the River Sava in BELGRADE, because of fears of an escalation of the 
war in the former Yugoslavia. But, APIC said, church officials would neither 
confirm nor deny reports in the Serbian press that the treasures had been 
moved to another location. 


Last year the church moved precious works of art from the main convents in 
Kosovo because of similar fears. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.47 
Orthodox churches establish new relief agency 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--A new relief agency established by the Eastern Orthodox churches of 
the Western hemisphere is developing an extensive programme of aid that 
includes a special emphasis now on the former Yugoslavia. 


International Orthodox Christian Charities (I0ocCc), which has offices in 
Baltimore, Maryland, was established in 1992 by the Standing Conference of 
Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA), hierarchs of the churches in 


communion with the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople. 


Milton Efthimiou, a priest at the Greek Archdiocesan headquarters in New York 
who serves as ecumenical officer for SCOBA and a member of the IOCC board of 
directors, visited Serbia from 12 to 16 February on behalf of the agency. 


On his return to New York, he said that the main purpose of his visit was to 
ask members of the Serbian Orthodox synod about participating in a new 
programme of aid for Bosnia-Herzegovina. He said IOCC carried out its work 
in the former Yugoslavia through the Serbian Church, and he expected synod 
members would shortly sign the Winter Relief Programme for Bosnia-Herzegovina 
Agreement, a World Council of Churches programme, with I0cc serving as the 
"lead agency" and funding for the first phase from Norwegian Church Aid. 


Efthimiou said IOCC had an office in Belgrade with a staff of 10 - all Serbs 
except for the director, who is from the US. He said a basic principle of 
IOCC was serving people in need, without religious or ethnic discrimination, 
and he saw Muslims and Croatians among those served at soup kitchens and other 
aid programmes he visited. 


Food worth US$ 200 000 or more was contributed by Greek Orthodox in Canada and 
arrived by truck convoy from Greece the day after Efthimiou got to Serbia. 
Although international sanctions allow entry of the kind of humanitarian 
medical and food aid contributed by I0cc, he said, fuel shortages make 
distribution difficult. He said the main appeal of Serbian Patriarch Pavle 
to visitors from outside was for help in getting the sanctions lifted. 


Efthimiou said an appeal for ending the sanctions was being issued by Greek 
Orthodox Archbishop Iakovos, SCOBA chairperson, and other Orthodox bishops. 
"No policy that declares war on the innocent can possibly help to bring an end 
to this terrible conflict", the appeal said. Efthimiou added that the 
Sanctions did not hurt the Serbian military. 


He went to Belgrade after attending a Conference on Peace and Tolerance, which 
was held in Istanbul where he participated in a meeting that included Georgian 
Orthodox Patriarch Ilya II and finalised an agreement for establishment of an 
tocc office in the Georgian capital, Tbilisi, in March. I0CC also had plans 
for offices in Albania and the Middle East, Efthimiou said. 


He added that the other major IOCC office was in Moscow, serving Ukraine as 
well as Russia. 


The IOCC’s latest report says the US Department of Agriculture has granted it 
9200 metric tons of food and USS 968 000 for a food programme in Russia. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.48 
Lutheran calls for probe of clergy’s links with communists 


BUDAPEST--A Lutheran pastor who is a member of the Hungarian parliament has 
called for legislation before parliament to enable the investigation of people 
involved in secret police activities under communism to be extended to include 
clergy who served the Communist Party. 


According to News Network International, based in Santa Ana, California, Gabor 
Rosznik told parliament: "It is right that those who were spies in the 
churches be fired from the high positions they hold." 


He said that an amendment to the legislation was needed because some church 
leaders appointed by the communists had refused to step down since the 
collapse of the old government. Rosznik said that old Communist Party 


documents would prove the involvement of some clergy with the regime which 
persecuted the churches. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.49 
Death of church leader in Iran raises suspicions worldwide 


GENEVA--The mysterious death in Iran of the local leader of the Assemblies of 
God has prompted calls for an international investigation of the death and of 
Iran's treatment of Christians. Among those calling for a full-scale inquiry 
are Middle East Watch, a human rights group based in New York, and British 
parliamentarian Anthony Coombs, who has obtained permission from the Iranian 
embassy in London for the United Nations to send an inspector to Iran to 
investigate the death. 


Coombs said that he had had a "robust exchange of views" with Iranian embassy 
staff regarding the death of Haik Hovsepian-Mehr, who was bishop of the 
Assemblies of God churches in Iran and head of an organisation representing 
Protestants in Iran. 


Hovsepian-Mehr disappeared on 19 January. The police found his body the next 
day, with several wounds to the chest, but his family was not told of his 
death for 10 days. 


The police said that Hovsepian-Mehr was killed in random street violence. But 
contradictory statements about the death have raised suspicions in Europe and 
the United States, with claims that Iranian Christians believe Hovsepian-Mehr 
was murdered by the Iranian authorities because of his criticisms of religious 
restrictions in Iran. 


Hovsepian-Mehr was well known in Iran as a critic of Teheran’s treatment of 
evangelical Christians. He had invited the United Nations to send a delegation 
to Iran to discuss the situation. 


Most recently, he was a leading campaigner in the case of Mehdi Dibaj, an 
Assemblies of God pastor who had been sentenced to death by an Iranian court 
after nine years in prison for "apostasy" - his conversion from Islam to 
Christianity. 


After international pressure was put on Teheran, partly through the use of 
information provided by Hovsepian-Mehr, Dibaj was released from prison in 
January, despite the death sentence against him. But Hovsepian-Mehr’s 
disappearance, while on his way to Teheran airport to meet visitors, occurred 
within three days of Dibaj’s release. 


The Iranian police said that they had not informed Hovsepian-Mehr’s family of 
his death for 10 days because they had been unable to identify his body, which 
they buried in Beheshte Zahra, a large Muslim cemetery near Teheran. When 
Hovsepian-Mehr’s son was finally called in to identify the deceased, he was 
shown only a photograph. The police later granted the family’s request for the 
body to be exhumed, but they insisted he be buried again almost immediately. 


Hovsepian-Mehr was buried by his family in Teheran’s Christian cemetery early 
this month. More than 2000 people attended the funeral service. 


A Roman Catholic priest at the funeral described Hovsepian-Mehr as "a saint 
and a martyr", a description now being used by religious press worldwide. 


Among the chorus of critics blaming the Iranian authorities for the church 
leader’s death is Patrick Sookhdeo, head of the London-based International 
Institute for the Study of Islam and Christianity. "There is no doubt that 
Haik Hovsepian-Mehr was in the hands of government security forces", Sookhdeo 
told the Religious News Service. 


Iran’s permanent mission to the UN in New York has stated that Hovsepian-Mehr 
"appears to have been stabbed to death", and that those responsible fled by 
car, that a suspect has been arrested and that a full investigation is being 
held. 


Hovsepian-Mehr’s death, whatever the cause, has focused international 
attention on the problems faced by Christians in Iran. The Church of England 
newspaper in London commented after Hovsepian-Mehr’s disappearance: "The 
Iranian government is committed to stamping out Christianity and is doing 
everything in its power to make life difficult for followers of the faith .. 

There have been recent calls from radical Islamic groups for the execution of 
all Christians in the land. There are an estimated 10 000 of them, but that 
figure pales into insignificance when compared to the 95 000 political 
prisoners who have been executed by the state over the past 15 years." [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.50 
Brazilian churches protest over claims of Amazon exploitation 


SAO PAOLO, Brazil--The National Council of Churches in Brazil (CONIC) and the 
Indigenous Missionary Council (CIMI) of Brazil have protested about "dishonest 
information" spread by the local media which, they say, endangers the rights 
of those living in the Amazon region and also "slanders" the World Council of 
Churches. 


Both CONIC and CIMI have complained that Globo Television Network, in a peak- 
hour programme broadcast in Brazil on 24 January, claimed that Christian 
missionaries to the Amazon region were trying to have the lands of the local 
population set aside as mineral reserves for the use of European mining 
companies. 


CONIC, whose member churches include the Christian Reformed Church of Brazil, 
the Roman Catholic Church, the Episcopal Church of Brazil, the Methodist 
Church in Brazil, and the Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil, 
and CIMI have both objected that the information in the programme was false 
and defamatory. 


They also complained that the programme attacked an organisation called the 
"World Council of Christian Churches". According to Sinesio Bohn, CONIC’s 
president, the programme also suggested that the same council was about to 
meet in South Africa. 


"By establishing such a link, it [the programme] led viewers to identify that 
supposed body with the World Council of Churches in Geneva [which had its 
Central Committee meeting in Johannesbury in January]. That link is unfounded 
and mendacious", Bohn said in a public statement. 


Bohn said that the World Council of Christian Churches did not exist, and he 
rejected all suggestions that the World Council of Churches was linked to any 
bid to exploit mineral rights in the Amazon region. 


"CONIC has already affirmed, in 1987, that the World Council of Churches is 
a body working for unity among Christians and for the evangelisation of 
humanity, with the promotion of justice. 


"All its activities on Brazilian territory have always been guided by the 
actions of the member churches themselves in their mission of service and 
witness to the Brazilian people. 


"The end objective [of the television programme] seems very clear", Bohn 
added. "Moves are afoot to prejudice indigenous rights secured with great 
effort in 1988 and guaranteed in the present constitution. Pressure is thus 
being exerted to take advantage of the current untimely constitutional 
amendment process." 


In a report about the Globo programme, the Agence de presse internationale 
catholique (APIC), a press agency in Fribourg, Switzerland, said that Globo 
TV had shown film of a reporter who had flown over the Amazon region for five 
hours and claimed: "The area of Indian territories ‘grows’ regularly as soon 
as an international organisation or members of churches discover mineral 
deposits in the ground." 


APIC added that an organisation called Movement for the Rights of Brazilian 
Indians had made public a receipt from a business which hires out aircraft 
proving that a mining company, Timbo Diamantes, had paid the cost of the Globo 
reporter’s flight over the Amazon. 


A producer in Globo TV’s office in LONDON told EPS that Globo was aware of the 


complaints about the programme but had "dropped the subject" and not 
apologised. 


Also in London, the Catholic Institute for International Relations (CIIR) 
reports that there is underlying pressure in Brazil to use the current 
revision of the country’s constitution to extend mining activity. 


"The sophisticated version of the campaign argues that it would be less 
damaging to allow ‘properly controlled’ mining by companies instead of the 
thousands of artisanal gold prospecters who caused such harm to the Yanomami 
Indians", CIIR said. [EPS] 


; EPS 94.02.51 
New York chair of theology honours Bonhoeffer 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--A chair of theology and ethics honouring Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the 
German theologian executed by the Nazis, has been established by the Union 
Theological Seminary in New York, an ecumenical institution where he studied 
in 1930-31 and later made his decision to refuse the safety of exile. 


Christopher Ludwig Morse, a United Methodist minister on the faculty of Union 
since 1974, was installed on 15 February as the first Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
Professor of Theology and Ethics, delivering his inaugural lecture to an 
audience that filled the seminary chapel. Visitors included Immo Stabriet, 
Germany’s ambassador to the US. 


To strengthen ties with the German churches and theological faculties, Union 
is also launching a programme of scholar exchanges with funding from the Krupp 
Foundation. The day before Morse’s lecture, the First Annual Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer Lectures were given, including one by Wolfgang Huber, a theology 
professor at Heidelberg who has been named Evangelical Bishop of Berlin- 
Brandenburg. On the same day, Eberhard Bethge, a friend of Bonhoeffer’s who 
married one of Bonhoeffer’s nieces and became his biographer, led a discussion 
with students on Bonhoeffer’s significance for contemporary theology. 


The effort to raise a USS 2 million endowment for the Bonhoeffer chair of 
theology began in 1992 with a New York benefit concert conducted by the 
Cleveland Orchestra conductor, Christoph von Dohnanyi, son of Bonhoeffer’s 
brother-in-law, Hans von Dohnanyi, also executed by the Nazis. 


A Bonhoeffer Foundation has been established in Dusseldorf, Germany, to help 
raise funds for the endowment. 


Bonhoeffer first came to Union Seminary for a year of study after completing 


his early theological training in Germany. Though unimpressed with Union’s 
academic level, he was stimulated by its tradition of involvement in social 
issues. While there, he broadened his experience by participation in a black 


Baptist church, Abyssinian, in nearby Harlem. 


As World War II drew near, Union, which had already taken the exiled German 
theologian Paul ;Tillich. onto its faculty, offered Bonhoeffer a place of 
refuge. 


He visited Union in the summer of 1939, but decided, as he wrote to Union’s 
Professor Reinhold Niebuhr, that "I will have no right to participate in the 
reconstruction of Christian life in Germany after the war if I do not share 
the trials of this time with my people". 


The room where he was staying as he reached that conclusion has been named the 
Bonhoeffer Room. Seminars and meetings are now held there in the presence 
of Bonhoeffer memorabilia. 


Union’s library also houses a Bonhoeffer Archive with extensive research 
materials, and the seminary hosted the 1992 meeting of the International 
Bonhoeffer Society. 


Morse, whose maternal grandfather emigrated to the United States from Germany, 
also has scholarly ties with the US. He has done research at Mainz and 
published a book on a prominent German theologian, Jurgen Moltmann, in 
addition to taking the Bonhoeffer chair. 


In an interview, Morse said that holding a chair named to honour someone did 
not necessarily require the promotion of his ideas, and he noted that the 
Bonhoeffer course at Union was taught by Larry Rasmussen, Reinhold Niebuhr 
Professor of Social Ethics. 


But Morse said that he considered Bonhoeffer was important today, particularly 
because he shared the current concern to bring a wide range of voices, 
including many which had been disregarded in the past, into the theological 
conversation. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.52 
Anglicans cut staff and fear for parishes as income drops 


By Tracy Early 
NEW YORK-- Anglicans on both sides of the Atlantic are facing major financial 
difficulties. 


The US Episcopal Church is making major cuts in its national staff and 
programme in response to projections that 1995 income would be USS 5 million 
less than expenditure. The changes also respond to calls for more emphasis 
on local ministries that national church leaders heard during visits to 
dioceses last year. 


A revised budget to implement the changes was approved by the church's 
Executive Council at a meeting from 31 January to 4 February in Norfolk, 
Virginia, and will go to the triennial General Convention in Indianapolis this 
summer . 


The plan includes cutting 38 staff positions - about 20 per cent of the total 
- at national headquarters in New York, and cutting back on grant programmes. 
Officials report that about half the dioceses gave less to the national budget 
than their apportionment last year, and a new formula has been devised that 
will mean lower contributions for three quarters of them. 


Some members of the Executive Council said that the reordering of national 
programmes should not be seen as a response to a financial crisis. Income 
remained strong at the parish level, they said, and Episcopalians were not 
reducing their commitment to ministry but only finding new ways to carry it 
out. In one shift, missionaries will no longer be sent by the national church 
structure, but through local support. 


However, the changes have brought expressions of concern. The staff position 
for AIDS ministry is one of those eliminated, and the church’s Joint 
Commission on HIV/AIDS protested this would bring "a withdrawal of our church 
from a position of leadership in the field". Others objected to reductions 
in national programmes to aid ethnic minorities and other poor people. 


In LONDON the Church of England commissioners have announced they will halve 
their £62.7 million (US$ 90 million) contribution to clergy stipends because 
of a fall in the value of the church’s assets - from £3 billion in 1989 to 
SO e2 8 bi tion win 992% 


At present the church commissioners pay 41 per cent of the annual stipend bill 
of £154.7 million. But the cut means that unless contributions by parishioners 
increase dramatically, the Church of England will be forced to close some 
parishes and to cut church administrative staff. 


The announcement has sparked an intense debate in the British press about the 
church’s finances and parish donations. In the letters page of the Guardian, 
published in London, Stephen Hunt, vicar of St John the Baptist’s Church in 
Broughton, Lancashire, claimed that "a high proportion of church attenders 
still treat the church as though it were some sort of spiritual welfare state. 
Weekly giving at the rate of the price of a couple of cups of coffee, or the 
weekly newspaper bill, are the norm rather than the exception. And the church 
‘where you and your forebears have worshipped over the years’ is something 
many want just to be there rather than attend and like to have as a pretty but 
cheap backdrop for their daughter’s mega-expensive wedding." 


As well as having to pay a bigger share of the stipend bill, parishes will 
also have to pay off opponents of the ordination of women who are leaving the 
Church of England. 


According to a leaked briefing paper from the church commissioners, who will 
have to pay up to £30 000 for every priest who leaves the church, the bills 
will be passed to dioceses and parishes. 


The Independent, also published in London, said that 94 priests have already 
announced they will apply for compensation available to clergy leaving the 
church because of women’s ordination. 


The church commissioners apparently expect between 150 and 200 priests to 
leave the church over the issue, but opponents of women’s ordination claim 
that up to 1000 priest will leave, boosting the compensation bill. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.53 
Justice plea for migrants marks major ecumenical step for Italy 


ROME--Italian Protestants and Roman Catholics have taken a first step towards 
greater cooperation with a joint message calling for justice for migrants. 


The Ecumenical Message on Immigration, released on 11 February, is the result 
of several months of study by Protestant and Catholic groups. 


"This is a key ecumenical event", said Paulo Naso, spokesman for the 
Federation of Protestant Churches in Italy (FCEI). "It is the first time in 
Italy that Catholics and Protestants have taken a common stand on a social 
issue, at the official level. 


"At a time when ecumenism seems to be at a low ebb, it is an encouraging 
sign." 


The groups which drew up the document were the Jesuit Refugee Service, the 
Refugee .and Migrant Service of the FCEI, the S. Egidio community, the 
Adventist Social Agency and the YWCA. 


The message, at a time when there is pressure in member countries of the 
European Union to close their borders to non-Europeans, calls on "men and 
women of good will" to reflect on the hardships faced by many migrants in 
Italy. 


"One of the reasons is that services set up to assist them do not function 
properly, due to the absence of a working government policy", the message 
says. 


"The Bible message that we should work for justice ... cannot be read merely 
as an invitation to create forms of assistance - it is necessary for current 
laws to be applied correctly and, if necessary, to have them modified." [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.54 
One step back, one step forward in Lutheran/Vatican relations 


ROME--A leading Lutheran minister last month declined an invitation to attend 
a mass celebrated by Pope John Paul II because of the ban on non-Catholics 
receiving the Catholic eucharist. 


The mass, to pray for those suffering in Bosnia, was organised in January as 
part of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


Hans Gerch Philippi, dean of the Lutheran Church of Italy (CELI) said that the 
CELI "accepted with great pleasure" the Pope’s invitation to pray for peace 
in the former Yugoslavia, and took part in ecumenical meetings "from Bolzano 
inethesnorbheto Catania on the island of Sicily" during the Week of Prayer. 


But Philippi declined to take part in the papal mass. In a letter to Pierre 
Duprey, secretary of the Vatican’s Pontifical Council for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity, he said that Lutherans were unable to "accept the idea of 
koinonia and attend mass without being able, wanting, to participate in the 
eucharist". 


"I am sorry", Philippi wrote, "but what kind of communion is it when one 
sister excludes another, or a brother decides not to take part in the 
eucharist in order not to create embarrassment?" 


Philippi added in the letter that he had expressed similar views several years 
earlier when he declined another invitation to take part in a papal mass in 
the Roman church of St Paul’s outside the Walls. That mass was also organised 
during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


However on 14 February the Pope gave a warm welcome to a delegation from the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and praised the good relationship 
between the Roman Catholic Church and Lutheran churches, according to the 
Agence de presse international catholique (APIC) in Fribourg, Switzerland. 


"Your pilgrimage to Rome confirms our mutual desire for the unity of 
Christians", the pope said, adding that he hoped the obstacles to unity would 
eventually be overcome so that "we can one day enjoy full and visible 
communion in the apostolic faith and sacramental life". [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.55 
1700 held in Chinese prisons for their beliefs, claims Asia Watch 


BEIJING--About 1700 people are known or believed to be in China’s prisons 
because of their religious, political or ethnic views, according to Asia 
Watch, an independent human rights organisation based in New York. 


A report released by Asia Watch on 22 February claims that of those in prison 
for their views, about 1230 are held solely because of non-violent beliefs and 
activities. 


The report provides details of 250 new cases of imprisonment, of which about 
80 per cent are in Tibet where the Chinese government is waging a campaign 
against the pro-independence movement, led by Buddhist monks and nuns. 


The report, titled Detained in China and Tibet: A Directory of Political and 
Religious Prisoners, is published by Asia Watch, which is a division of Human 
Rights Watch. 


In other developments, the Agence de Presse internationale catholique in 
Fribourg, Switzerland, has reported that three Americans and two Indonesians 
have been deported for "illegal religious activity". According to the report, 
China’s foreign affairs office in Beijing stated that the foreigners had been 
arrested and deported several weeks ago, but gave no other details. 


Asia Focus, published in Hong Kong, reports that two underground bishops and 
a Trappist priest arrested in China in January have been released. 


The three were arrested after meeting a human rights delegation from the 
United States early in January, but were released three weeks later and had 
suffered no bad treatment. 


The bishops are Julius Zhiguo and James Su Zhemin, and the priest is Placidus 
Pei Ronggui. 


Pope John Paul II has repeated his wish to visit China. He recently told a 
Japanese reporter that he did not want to miss any opportunity to try to 
establish relations with Beijing. 


Asia Focus said the Pope acknowledged that a lot had to be done before the 
Vatican and Beijing could establish formal ties. 


Beijing has said it would not be possible for the Pope to visit China while 
the Vatican refused to recognize China and while the Catholic Church supported 
underground church movements. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.56 
Colour-coded Bible study doubts authorship of Lord’s Prayer 


LONDON--A controversial book by American scholars on the New Testament sayings 
of Jesus Christ has claimed that of 1500 sayings attributed to him, only 15 
should be viewed as his actual words. 


The book, The Five Gospels, also claims that apart from the words "Our 
Father", the Lord’s Prayer was probably not said by Christ. 


According to a report in the Church of England newspaper, published in London, 
critics in both the United States and the United Kingdom have reacted badly 


to the book which claims the four Gospels are unreliable because they differ 
so much. 


The book uses colour-coding to grade the sayings of Christ, with those in red 
described as close to the words Christ used, pink as less certain, grey 
denoting those the authors think contain ideas close to those of Christ and 
black coding for those created by others. 


But Tom Wright, a Bible scholar in the UK, said that the authors of The Five 
Gospels had used very arbitrary criteria in their study and were promoting 
their own "politically correct" view of Christ. 


"They are reacting extremely strongly against North American fundamentalism, 
and trying to sell a picture of Jesus that is long past its sell-by date", 


Wright said. "Most biblical scholars will read this book, smile politely, and 
then carry on with their own work." [EPS] 


| EPS 94.02.57 
Religious leaders denounce "crimes committed in name of religion" 


ISTANBUL--"A crime committed in the name of religion is a crime against 
religion", an international group of 60 religious leaders declared at the end 
of a conference on peace and tolerance early this month. 


The Istanbul conference, sponsored by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of the 
Eastern Orthodox Church and the New York-based Appeal of Conscience 
Foundation, demanded an end to crimes against humanity in Bosnia, 
Armenia/Azerbaijan, Georgia and Tajikistan. 


The Religious News Service in New York said that delegates declared: "We 
reject any attempt to corrupt the basic tenets of our faith by means of false 
interpretation and unchecked nationalism ... We stand firmly against those who 
violate the sanctity of human life and pursue policies in defiance of moral 
values." 


The delegates denounced ethnic cleansing in the former Yugoslavia and called 
for "an end to the confiscation, desecration, and destruction of houses of 
worship, and of holy and sacred places of whatever religious tradition". 


Among those signing the declaration were the Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholomew 
I, Roger Etchegaray, a cardinal and president of the Vatican’s Pontifical 
Council on Peace and Justice, Arthur Schneier, a rabbi from the Appeal of 
Conscience Foundation, and Mement Nuri Yilmaz, president of the Office of 
Religious Affairs of Turkey. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.58 
New appointees take up WCC posts 


GENEVA--Two new appointees have taken up their posts at the World Council of 
Churches’ headquarters in the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva. 


Donnalie Edwards, an Anglican from Antigua, is a consultant on youth, 
appointed to the WCC’s Unit III, Justice, Peace and Creation. She taught 
English language and literature and Caribbean history before focusing her 
career on a long-held interest in youth work. 


Edwards has trained in management in youth work and has previously been 
involved in many WCC initiatives in youth work. 


Joel McClellan, from the United States and a member of the Religious Society 
of Friends and the Presbyterian Church (USA), has taken up his appointment as 
Consultant for Refugees to Unit IV, Sharing and Service. With a background in 
economics and experience in Quaker mediation work in Sri Lanka and India, 
McClellan was most recently Vietnam representative for the Church World 
Service. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.59 
Aid to southern Sudan halted as flight funds run low 


GENEVA--An acute shortage of funds for flights has suspended a church-run 
airlift of emergency aid to southern Sudan, affected by drought and the 
continuing conflict between rebels and the Khartoum government. 


A Lutheran World Federation official, Helena Mayer, told Lutheran World 
Information (LWI) in Geneva that Sudan Emergency Operations Consortium (SEOC), 
a joint operation of Caritas Internationalis, the LWF and the World Council 
of Churches, had halted flights until sufficient funds were in place to 
restart. SEOC had received funds from one of the partners, Caritas, but needed 
more funds to restart flights. Mayer told LWI that food supplies were 
available. 


The daily SEOC airlifts of aid from Nairobi, Kenya, to Akot, Kongor and Juba 
have been the only means of delivering emergency aid to millions of people 
caught up in Khartoum’s dry-season offensive against the rebels in the south 
which has halted road transport in the area. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.60 
Religious News Service announces new ownership 


NEW YORK--The Religious News Service (RNS), which is based in New York and 
provides articles and photos about religious developments worldwide, has been 
sold by the United Methodist Reporter to Newhouse News Service, a subsidiary 
of Advance Publications. 


Announcing the sale last month, RNS did not release financial details of the 
deal, but said that RNS operations will move from New York City’s Interchurch 
Center to offices in Washington on 31 July, when Newhouse takes over. 


RNS was established in 1934 by the National Conference of Christians and Jews, 
and was taken over by the Reporter, which is owned by the United Methodist 
Communications Council of ,Texas and New Mexico Inc, in October 1983. 


The publisher of United Methodist Reporter, Ronald Patterson, said after the 
announcement of RNS’s sale: "In developing our strategies for the future, we 
concluded that we need the news service RNS provides, but that we do not need 
to own the service. Newhouse has a vision for the service consistent with ours 
and the resources to expand it far more than we ever could." 


The United Methodist Communications Council has earmarked the proceeds of the 
sale of RNS for the construction of a new home for the Dallas-based United 
Methodist Reporter. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.61 
South Africa’s Dutch Reformed churches meet politicians 


JOHANNESBURG--The Dutch Reformed churches in South Africa have held an 
historic meeting with local politicians. 


The churches, long divided by views on apartheid and other race issues, 
concluded at the end of the meeting that despite their objections to violence, 
churches in South Africa might in fact contribute to violence through their 
own divisions, intolerance and prejudice. 


At the meeting, Russell Botman of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church, Johan 
Heyns of the Dutch Reformed Church, and Sam Buti of the Dutch Reformed Church 
in South Africa met representatives of the South African government, the 
African National Congress and the Afrikaaner People’s Front. 


It is the first time in recent history that the three churches have met to 
discuss issues of race. At the conference, the church leaders called for an 
education programme to foster peace, more emphasis on the biblical message of 
reconciliation, and an investigation of the sources of violence. [EPS] 


EPS 94.02.62 
Vatican denounces call for equal rights for homosexual couples 


ROME--The Vatican has expressed outrage at a resolution by the European 
Parliament calling on the European Commission to give homosexual couples the 
same rights as heterosexuals. 


The European Parliament resolution, approved by 159 votes in favour (mainly 
leftist and green Members of the European Parliament) to 96 against (Christian 
Democrat and conservative MEPs), with 18 abstentions, calls for equal rights 
for homosexual couples to marriage and adoption, and rights to political 
asylum in cases of discrimination in the country of origin. However, the 
resolution is not binding in the 12 member countries of the European Union. 


In the Vatican newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano, moral theologian Gino Concetti 
asks: "Are we taking a step forward towards greater civilization, increasing 
in humanity, or are we recognizing an abnormal situation, which up until now 
the universal conscience had refused and judged an aberrant deviation?" 


He warned that the progress of civilisation should not be measured by the 
"idolatry of sex" but by "authentic human rights". 


According to Religious News Service in New York, the Pope also referred to the 
resolution during a meeting with bishops in Rome this month when he said: "One 
has to react, we can’t let this pass." [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 32.50 UK pounds; 55 
US dollars; 69.50 Canadian dollars; 77.50 Australian dollars; 79.50 Swiss 
francs; 95 New Zealand dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 
315 French francs; 365 Swedish kronor; or 625 Indian rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 


REEKRKKKRKRKEKRKEKKEKKKE 


Ecumenical Press Service welcomes Stephen Brown who on 1 March took up his 
appointment as co-editor with Edmund Doogue in preparation for the expansion 
of EPS into the Ecumenical News Service later this year. This issue of EPS 
was edited by Edmund Doogue. 


KEKKKKKK 


The World Council of Churches has several vacancies, including the following 
positions. Further vacancies will be listed in the next issue. 


GENERAL SECRETARIAT 
Deputy General Secretary (Closing date: 31.05.94) 


To deputize for the General Secretary and to assist him in the ongoing 
planning, development and coordination of WCC programmes and in the over-all 
coordination of personnel and administrative processes; tobe responsible for 
the coordination and implementation of the Common Understanding and Vision 
Process, including consultation with researchers, organization of meetings, 
and supervision of publications and reports; to participate in the decision- 
making processes of the Council and to take responsibility for a number of 
staff working groups; to represent the Council and the General Secretary in 
visits and meetings; to share responsibility for the preparation of major 
meetings including the Central and Executive Committees; to share 
responsibility for preparations of the Eighth Assembly. 


UNIT I - UNITY AND RENEWAL 
Lecturer/Executive Secretary - Ecumenical Institute Bossey 
(Closing date: 31.05.94) 


To participate in the development and implementation of the annual Bossey 
programme and the running of the Institute, especially in its relations with 
the Orthodox churches. To collaborate in the Graduate School for Ecumenical 
Studies. Special attention to be given to the annual Seminar on Orthodox 
Theology and Spirituality. To be responsible for a programme of ecumenical- 
learning for visiting groups. To share in extension work of the Bossey-in- 
partnership programme. To respond to the Unit I and WCC need for biblical 
and theological reflection on ecumenical themes and programmes. To assist 
in the regional work of Ecumenical Theological Education. 


NOTE: It is the intent of the Executive Committee to redress the balance in 


the staff - regional, sub-regional, confessional and gender - to the extent 
possible in filling these vacancies. Specific attention will be given to the 
inclusion of Orthodox and women candidates. Competence for the job will take 
precedence. 


Full details of each position together with the conditions of service and 
application form may be obtained from, and must be returned to, the Personnel 
Office, - World Council of Churches, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2 - 
before the closing date specified for each position. 


RKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEK 


EPS 94.03.01 
Raiser calls for an end to hatred in Holy Land’s ‘killing field’ 


GENEVA--Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, has 
called for a release from vengeance and hatred in the wake of the massacre, 
by a Jewish settler, of dozens of Muslim worshippers as they knelt in prayer 
at a mosque in Hebron, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, on 25 February. 


The news that Baruch Goldstein, a physician originally from the New York 
borough of Brooklyn, had killed a large number of Muslims praying at dawn 
caused dismay throughout the world, and raised international concern about the 
prospects for peace in the Middle East. 


The incident occurred in a mosque at the site traditionally revered - by Jews 
and Christians as well as Muslims - as the Machpelah cave bought by Abraham 
and used as the tomb of the patriarchs and their wives. 


Raiser made a special plea that the World Day of Prayer, on 4 March, be 
devoted to the cause of peace in the Middle East. 


Raiser also expressed concern over the bombing of a Maronite church at Junieh 
in Lebanon on 27 February which killed 10 people and injured another 60 as 
they were receiving communion at Sunday mass. 


"All those responsible must be identified and made accountable", Raiser said 
of the attacks. "Justice, however, requires more than this. It demands that 
the thirst for vengeance, the hatred, and the refusal to honour the sacred, 
God-given humanity of the other must be purged from the souls of these nations 
and peoples and of all of us who through complicity or silence have condoned 
the decades of injustice which have made of the Holy Land a killing field. 


"The world must not allow those who hate justice and abhor peace to set aside 
the will of God", Raiser said. "We must rise up as one to claim the right to 
live together, to manifest our common humanity, and our rightful inheritance 
as children of the loving God." 


Raiser said that last September the executive committee of the WCC called for 
the complete withdrawal of all Israeli forces from all the Occupied 
Territories, the resettlement of refugees and the restoration of the full 
rights of the Palestinian people. The WCC had previously called for the 
removal of illegal Israeli settlements as a key to a just solution. 


The Conference of European Churches (CEC), also based in Geneva, expressed 
its horror at the killings in Hebron and Junieh. 


CEC’s general secretary, Jean Fischer, said that any attempt to manipulate 
religious feeling through terrorist actions, and the use of terrorism to slow 
down peace processes must be condemned. 


In NEW YORK Tracy Early reports that the US National Council of Churches (NCC) 
has reacted to the Hebron massacre by calling for the US government to "assume 
an active role" in the "swift implementation of the Israeli-Palestinian Peace 
Accords". 


A resolution adopted by the NCC’s Executive Coordinating Committee also said 
the massacre showed a need for "disarming of the settlers and other civilian 
residents of the Occupied Territories" in order to protect unarmed civilians. 


"We have learned from bitter experience that the shedding of blood leads only 
to more shedding of blood", said the NCC. "That this blood was shed at the 
shrine of Abraham, whose hand was stayed by God from the killing of an 
innocent child, adds both to our revulsion of this act and our commitment to 
the securing of a just peace for all the inhabitants of the Holy Land." 


Also in New York, Joe Hale, general secretary of the World Methodist Council, 
said the tragic massacre of the Muslim worshippers at Hebron mosque 
"illustrates the lack of basic rights and security for Palestinians and the 
need to deal with Jewish settlements there." [over] 


holy land/2 


Statements from several Methodist organizations in the United States focused 
on the need for settler disarmament, security for Palestinians and immediate 
negotiations about Jewish settlements in the Occupied Territories. 


In TORONTO Michael Peers, Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada, called on 
the Canadian government to "raise its voice in urging the government of Israel 
to take those steps which only it can to end the unconscionable situation in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories". 


Peers added: "Only when the resolutions of the United Nations are complied 
with, the settlement policy ended, and the Geneva Convention regarding the 
responsibilities of an occupying power enforced, will any peace worthy of the 
name come to the region." 


In LAUSANNE, Switzerland, the local branch of Pax Christi, a peace movement 
for Roman Catholics, called for the immediate removal from the Occupied 
Territories of all Israelis who have spoken out in favour of the killing of 
Palestinians. 


The Agence de presse internationale catholique, based in Fribourg, 
Switzerland, reports that Pax Christi criticised the reaction of the Israeli 
government to the Hebron massacre as inadequate. Pax Christi, called. for :a 
strict ban on carrying guns in the Occupied Territories and the arrest of 
those both directly and indirectly responsible for the massacre. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.02 
German Protestants urge agreement on abortion laws 


By Stephen Brown 

HANOVER--The opposition Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD) has welcomed 
a call by the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) for swift 
agreement by the political parties in Germany to new abortion laws. 


In a statement published on 26 February the EKD Council stated that "abortion 
must not be allowed to become an election issue". Germany is facing a mammoth 
series of local, state and European elections this year culminating in a 
general election in October. 


German abortion laws have been in a state of confusion since German 
unification as the former East Germany had more liberal abortion laws than in 
the West. The German Constitutional Court ruled last year that an earlier 
attempt to reconcile the two systems was unconstitutional. 


Any new abortion law, according to the EKD, must do justice both to "the 
protection of unborn human life" and to the "decision of the pregnant woman 
herself". The statement points out that it is a pregnant woman who herself 
must take responsibility for this decision, and that "in no circumstances 
should a decision to continue with the pregnancy be forced on to her". 


The EKD supports the idea of compulsory counselling before any abortion, which 
has been especially controversial in Germany. The aim of such counselling, 
says the EKD, is to "create, maintain and strengthen the readiness of the 
pregnant woman to accept on her own behalf the unborn life" while avoiding a 
legalistic emphasis which would negate its point. Counselling can only be 
fully effective with parallel social measures to help families, such as 
adequate nursery places. 


Inge Wettig-Danielmaier, an SPD executive member, described the church 
statement as characterised by understanding for the difficult situation of a 
woman facing an unwanted pregnancy, reports the German press service epd. 


Since the last attempt to reform Germany’s abortion laws was ruled illegal, 
both the governing conservative-liberal coalition and the opposition Social 
Democrats have drawn up their own proposals. "In view of the huge challenges 
facing our community in various areas, a lengthy new controversy about the 
right to abortion must be avoided. The differences between the coalition 
parties and the SPD do not justify postponing a decision and thus making 
abortion an election issue", warns the EKD. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.03 
Koinonia is not restricted, Konrad Raiser tells church council 


SWANWICK, Derbyshire, United Kingdom--Ecumenism is undergoing a period of 
transition which "has found expression in the fact that many churches and 
ecumenical bodies have felt it necessary to review and reshape their 
institutional structure", Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) told the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland 
(CCBI) this month. 


In a keynote address on 2 March to the CCBI assembly, which was chaired by six 
presidents including the Church of England’s Archbishop John Habgood and the 
Roman Catholic: Church’s Cardinal Basil Hume, Raiser said that the CCBI, which 
was formed in 1990, had "created a model that is drawing widespread interest". 


Raiser told the CCBI assembly that koinonia (fellowship) was "a gift from God 
a: a reality which is continuously moving and, therefore potentially 
threatened. 


"We limit the scope of this vision of koinonia if we restrict it to 
relationships within and between the communities of those who follow Christ 
and have been united with Christ through baptism in faith ... All those who 
have been and still are far off, who are aliens and strangers to the covenants 
of promise, are ultimately to be included", Raiser said. 


"The unity of the Church is inseparable - at least in the purpose of God - 
from the unity of humankind." 


On the present and future state of the ecumenical movement, Raiser said: "We 
find ourselves in a situation of transition which is not yet concluded and is 
even accelerated by the transformations which are taking place in the world 
around us. 


"Old certainties are being called into question. It is not yet clear, for 
instance, what the implications of the end of the Cold War will be for the 
future of the ecumenical movement." 


The transition had found expression in the reviewing and reshaping of the 
institutional structures of many churches and ecumenical bodies, Raiser said. 


In Great Britain, five new ecumenical instruments had been formed. 


The WCC had implemented a programmatic and structural reorganization, and, 
parallel to the reorganization, the WCC had invited its 324 member churches 
to take part in a process of reflection about a "Common Understanding" of the 
World Council of Churches and its ecumenical vision which was expected to lead 
to a common affirmation at the WCC’s eighth assembly in 1998, the 50th 
anniversary of the formation of the WCC. 


The ecumenical movement had led to a lasting change of consciousness among a 
growing number of churches and individual Christians, Raiser said. 


"A new reality has arisen between the churches which transcends their 
historically separate identities", he said, adding that "the WCC has to 
acknowledge that the ecumenical scene has become multi-faceted and more 
complex. Different actors pursue aims which are not always compatible. In 
particular the Roman Catholic Church has developed its own ecumenical design 
based on its self-understanding as a universal church." 


Raiser told the CCBI that a decisive question for the WCC was how to maintain 
the "catholicity" of the ecumenical movement without losing its integrity 
which had been formed over almost 50 years. 


"I am convinced that the search for a Common Understanding of the WCC and for 
a renewed ecumenical vision must be guided by the acknowledgement that the 
centre of this movement and the source of its vitality is the living God in 
Christ who is present among us through the power of the Holy Spirit." 


Raiser concluded by saying that the "conversion to Christ" of which last 
August’s Faith and Order World Conference at Santiago de Compostela had spoken 
"liberates us to search for the most appropriate expressions of our koinonia 
and to manifest our relatedness and mutual accountability in ways which will 


become a witness for the promise we have inherited." [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.04 
Mexico peace deal agreed after bishop mediates 


By Stephen Brown 

SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS CASAS, Chiapas, Mexico--Three months after the start of 
a peasant rebellion in January, the Mexican government and Zapatista rebels 
in Chiapas reached agreement on 3 March on a draft peace settlement following 
talks in San Cristobal cathedral mediated by Roman Catholic Bishop Samuel Ruiz 
Garcia. 


The Zapatista, named after Emiliano Zapata, a leader of the Mexican revolution 
of 1910-20, launched their rebellion to coincide with the inauguration of the 
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). More than 100 people were killed 
after Mexican troops drove back 2000 mainly Indian peasants, some armed only 
with mock rifles. Widespread sympathy for the rebels, however, has forced the 
government to make concessions. 


Commander Marcos, the Zapatista leader, has described NAFTA, which encompasses 
Mexico, Canada and the United States of America, as a "death sentence for the 
ethnic minorities of Mexico". More than 80 per cent of the people of Chiapas 
are indigenous Mexicans who fear that the free-trade NAFTA will exacerbate 
their already precarious position. 


"Unlike other revolutionaries in Latin America, the Zapatista do not want 
power", according to Ofelia Ortega, an executive secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, who took part in an ecumenical visit to Chiapas just 
before the peace talks began. 


"They want a more democratic society where there is justice and participation 
for the people. They want their people to be recognised as part of civil 
society", she said. 


The draft peace agreement, which has still to be agreed by the Zapatista’s 
peasant supporters and by the Mexican National Assembly, would grant new 
rights and protection for indigenous people, make changes in the political and 
judicial systems of Chiapas, and promote land reform and social reform. 


The Chiapas agreement, predicted Ortega, "could be a catalyst for the whole 
of civil society in Mexico. It could encourage other indigenous groups 
throughout Latin America". 


Ortega, with other members of the delegation, representing Mexican, US and 
Latin American churches, had a two-hour meeting with Ruiz as well as meeting 
government negotiator Manuel Camacho Solis. They visited indigenous 
communities and met representatives of the thousands of expelled peasants, as 
well as refugees displaced by the fighting. 


"The situation in Chiapas has brought the churches together in a way not seen 
Since the Mexican earthquake", said Ortega, describing an ecumenical peace 
liturgy including Roman Catholics and Protestants in the San Cristobal 
cathedral as "a visible demonstration of support for Bishop Samuel Ruiz". 


"The participation of the international community strengthened his position 
aS a peacemaker before the talks", she said. 


Ruiz, who has been 34 years in the diocese of San Cristobal, is a tireless 
supporter of the indigenous people of Chiapas. Under his leadership, the 
diocese has created peasant organizations, and has organized programmes to 
support more than 30 000 peasants violently expelled from their land. 


Earlier this year, Ruiz described the peasants’ rebellion "as counter-violence 
against the institutional violence to which they have been subjected". 


The ecumenical delegation called for emergency and humanitarian church aid and 
support for the Mexican churches in their long-term plans to help and support 
indigenous communities. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.05 
Council denies reports of religious clampdown in China 


HONG KONG--Foreign commentators have over-reacted to China’s new regulations 
on religion, according to the China Christian Council (CCC). 


The international press has given extensive coverage to the two new sets of 
regulations restricting the religious activities of foreigners and affecting 
venues for religious activities, signed by Premier Li Peng on 31 January. The 
press said the regulations marked a new religious clampdown across China. 


But a spokesman for the CCC told Amity News Service in Hong Kong that the CCC 
"could see no departure from the practices which have existed for years". 


"We think people are surely reading too much into the document [concerning the 
religious activities of foreigners] if they surmise it is meant to separate 
Chinese Christians from their sisters and brothers abroad, or to prevent 
foreign church people from being invited to preach in Chinese churches or 
lecture in Chinese theological schools." 


The spokesman said that religious bodies in China, including the CCC, had been 
consulted during the formulation of the regulations. 


Amity also reports that 172 pastors, including 70 women, were ordained in 
China last year, bringing the total number of ordained pastors to 1200. 


Amity News Service communicates "the news and views of the China Christian 
Council as a service to the international Christian community". [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.06 
Study predicts rapid fall in Dutch church membership 


By Marlin VanElderen 

GENEVA--Three-quarters of the people in the Netherlands will not be church 
members in the year 2020, according to projections from an extensive study of 
secularization. 


In 1991, 46 per cent of the Dutch belonged to a church, according to a report 
released in mid-February by the Social and Cultural Planning Office, which has 
been surveying religious attitudes among the Dutch since 1975. Only about 25 
per cent of the Dutch were not members of a church in 1950. 


An analysis of the report in the Protestant daily Trouw noted that, among 15 
countries surveyed, only in the former East Germany were the figures for 
church membership and belief in God lower than in the Netherlands. 


The researchers said that the rapid growth of Islam and "New Age" groups - by 
the turn of the century there will be as many Muslims in the country as 
members of the conservative Reformed (gereformeerd) family of churches - was 
not enough to reverse the secularizing trend. 


The study added that Dutch young people who remained in the church were 
socially and politically more conservative than those who left the church or 
were brought up outside the church. 


Despite the declining figures for church affiliation, most Dutch people said 
they believed in God (75 per cent); and even outside the church many believed 
in life after death and accepted biblical accounts of miracles. 


The authors said the Netherlands might have a higher percentage of people 
leaving the church than other countries because of the "principled attitude" 
of the Dutch, who believed that if they no longer had anything to do with the 
church they must resign. 


Moreover, they suggested, the figures might reflect a reaction against 
verzuiling, the traditional and uniquely Dutch form of religious segregation, 
in which different confessions had maintained strongly distinct social and 
cultural networks. [EPS] 


} EPS 94.03.07 
Monastery hosts consultation on Orthodox religious education 


By Marlin VanElderen 

KYKKO MONASTERY, Cyprus--Some 52 people from 19 countries gathered during the 
first week of March at this historic monastery in the Cypriot mountains to 
exchange ideas about and experiences in religious education. 


The focus of their attention was Orthodox religious education in the former 
Soviet republics and other formerly socialist countries of Eastern and Central 
Europe. The majority of those present are involved in organizing education 
programmes and developing curricula in Orthodox churches there. Joining them 
were people working in the areas of Christian education and mission from 
Eastern Orthodox churches in Western Europe and the US, Oriental Orthodox 
churches and Protestant churches, as well as members of the staff of the World 
Council: of Churches. 


The consultation, organized by the WCC’s Programme Unit II (Churches in 
Mission - Health, Education, Witness), was hosted by the Kykko monastery, 
which also provided significant financial support for it. It followed up an 
earlier symposium, in Moscow in June 1992, which had made an initial attempt 
at an ecumenical assessment of and response to the specific educational needs 
of Eastern and Central European churches after 40 to 70 years during which 
communist governments forbade churches to organize programmes for passing on 
the Christian faith to the younger generation. 


At the outset several speakers were invited to draw on their own work to 
illustrate the promise of - and difficulties facing - new efforts in Orthodox 
religious education in Eastern and Central Europe. Others spoke of how 
Orthodox churches in Western Europe (Cyprus and France), the Middle East 
(Lebanon) and the United States are organizing and carrying out the education 
of their own members. A substantial part of the meeting was then spent in 
four small groups, allowing those present to focus more intensively on the 
vision, goals, content and methodologies for Orthodox religious education. 


One recognition that emerged clearly from the discussions was that although 
all Orthodox churches share a common faith and although all Eastern and 
Central European Orthodox churches share a common historical experience over 
the past generation or two, each church has its own history and its own 
specific contemporary context, thus making it very unlikely that a single 
unified religious education curriculum could meet the needs of all Orthodox 
churches. Nevertheless, the value of learning from and possibly adapting 
each other’s materials was acknowledged; and there were calls for setting up 
an organized mechanism by which religious educators from these churches could 
regularly share experiences and insights with each other. 


While the situation varies from country to country as far as the teaching of 
religion in state schools is concerned, there was general agreement that such 
courses could not in any case satisfy the requirements of a fully rounded 
religious education, which must be integrally linked to the liturgical life 
of the *church, Many of the participants also emphasized the need to see 
religious education as not just a matter of imparting knowledge but primarily 
as a means for enabling persons to lead a Christian life. 


Another commonly acknowledged point was the crucial importance of involving 
parents in the religious education of their children. And participants were 
almost unanimous in speaking of the severe limitations on their work posed by 
an absence of qualified teachers, scarcity or unavailability of adequate, 
attractive and up-to-date teaching materials and the fact that. the 
redevelopment of programmes of religious education is just one of many serious 
challenges facing their churches in a time of economic difficulty, social 
change and widespread uncertainty. 


During their stay participants also travelled to Nicosia, where they met 
Archbishop Chrysostomos of the Church of Cyprus at the church’s headquarters, 
located near the United Nations-supervised truce line which has divided the 
city and the island for nearly 20 years since Turkish forces occupied the 
northern part of Cyprus. Chrysostomos told the visitors that Cyprus, "a 
Christian island from the beginning, is now in severe danger". Besides 
expelling Greek Cypriots and destroying numerous churches and historic sites 
in the north, he said, the occupying forces had promoted large-scale 
immigration from Turkey in an attempt to change the demographic character of 
Cyprus. He appealed to the visitors "to convey the cry of pain of our people 
to your people and your governments, and try to persuade them to work for the 
restoration of human rights on this island". [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.08 
‘Act now or face catastrophe in Ethiopia’ 


GENEVA--"It’s no use crying out when the explosion has occurred and it becomes 
like Yugoslavia and Somalia - now is the time to read the writing on the 
wall", the chairman of the Ethiopian Human Rights Council told EPS this month 
in a warning of potential violence between Ethiopia’s 95 ethnic groups. 


Mesfin Wolde Mariam, in Geneva to speak to the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights and to the World Council of Churches, told EPS that if a 
"conflagration" began in Ethiopia, it would be difficult to stop. He also gave 
detailed descriptions of restrictions against the practice of religion in 
Ethiopia. He said that the restrictions were being used by the transitional 
government as a political weapon, as was the ethnic division of the country’s 
population. 


"This is what any people of good will must examine", he said. "Will Ethiopia 
move in that direction [of Somalia and the former Yugoslavia]? I believe it 
will. 


"Once it flames up, you will have it on television. Then people will act. The 
US has spent a couple of billion dollars in Somalia. But, if a quarter of that 
had been spent in good time, that country could have been in better condition 
- in good time." 


Mariam, a former professor of geography at Addis Ababa University, accused the 
Ethiopian government of "ethnicising" the population. 


"The people are forced to think tribally", he said. "This has created rifts 
in the population ... If there is a conflagration in Ethiopia, it will not be 
between rebels and the government, it will be horizontal, between different 
ethnic groups." 


Mariam also accused the West, especially the US, of ignoring human rights 
violations in Ethiopia. The Western powers had helped to establish the present 
government after the ousting of marxist dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam in May 
1991, and now, according to Mesfin Wolde Mariam, "some Western ambassadors are 
behaving like supporters of the ruling party". 


Mariam said that in the region of Tigray, members of the opposition Ethiopian 
Democratic Union (EDU), many of whom are Ethiopian Orthodox, were not allowed 
to enter churches or have their children baptised. 


"Even priests cannot hold church services, because they are members of the 
party [EDU]," Mariam said. 


"These people [EDU members] are very devoted Christians, so they are denied 
what they value most", he added. "They are not even allowed to carry out 
normal commercial transactions in the market place." 


He said that about 200 000 people in Tigray were affected. 


Mariam claimed that in Gonder, a city in northwest Ethiopia, 18 Christians 
were killed by the security forces when Christians in a church tried to 
protect a local popular preacher, Aba Ami Ha Eyesus. 


According to recent reports, Mariam said, a young Protestant man who had 
published a claim that Mohammed was not a prophet had been brought before an 
Ethiopian court and faced a heavy fine. "It’s not a nice thing to say, but he 
should have the right to say it", Mariam said. 


"For them [the government], religion is used as a political weapon", Mariam 
said. 


Mariam also criticised the leadership of the Ethiopian Orthodox church, which, 
he claimed, was too close to the government. 


The Ethiopian Human Rights Council was formed in 1991 to promote democracy and 
to fight dictatorship. Mariam said the council was a non-partisan 
organization. [over] 


ethiopia/2 


Lutheran World Information in Geneva reports that Gunnar Staalsett, general 
secretary of the Lutheran World Information, was impressed, during his visit 
to Ethiopia in January, by the free functioning of the Ethiopian Human Rights 
Council. 


While aware that the government was accused of human rights violations, 
Staalsett said that "the very existence of the EHRC and its unhindered public 
activity would not have been possible before, neither under the Haile Selassie 
regime, nor under Mengistu." 


In ADDIS ABABA News Network International reports that new government policies 
are raising church concerns about the "true scope of religious freedom that 
was granted with the fall of communism". The NNI report expressed particular 
concern about the prohibition of private land ownership. The government would 
lease plots, but, NNI said, the prices suggested would be out of reach for 
most Ethiopian families and churches. 


NNI also reports that evangelical church leaders claim that discrimination and 
attacks by members of the Ethiopian Orthodox church is causing growing tension 
in the region. Orthodox officials denied there was any campaign against 
Protestants, but acknowledged there may have been "a few isolated incidents 
in outlying areas", NNI said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.09 
CEC study group warned of Russian catastrophe 


GENEVA--"The situation in my country is a global catastrophe, the message of 
the churches must have a new content, a new spiritual witness", Vladimir 
Ivanov, a Russian Orthodox priest told the Conference of European Churches 
(CEC) study committee in Geneva last month. 


The committee of 12 members, which met from 17 to 19 February, also discussed 
the growing controversy over proselytism and the question of what 
distinguishes proselytism from true evangelism, especially when, as in Russia, 
missionary groups, funded from abroad, move into the country. 


A sub-group of the committee will seek cooperation from the World Council of 
Churches and the Roman Catholic Church to invite missionary groups to discuss 
the question of proselytism. 


Another sub-group will study the question of competition between majority and 
minority churches, a situation which exists in many countries. 


The study committee will meet again in December to discuss other issues 
including the implications of bilateral dialogues between churches for common 
mission, and dialogues with other faiths. 


CEC is a fellowship of some 115 Orthodox, Anglican, Protestant and Old 
Catholic Churches from all countries of Europe. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.10 
’70 000 new Christians every day’, claims evangelical leader 


REHE, Germany--Christianity is gaining about 70 000 new believers every day, 
mainly in developing countries, according to Augustin Vencer, international 
director of the World Evangelical Fellowship. 


But in the developed world, secularisation causes about 53 000 people a week 
to leave the churches, Vencer told the Information Service of the German 
Evangelical Alliance. 


Vencer said that the conversions to Christianity had shifted the Christian 
"centre of gravity" to. the south. 


"Two-thirds of the 1.8 billion Christians live in the South", Vencer said. He 
also predicted that "the doors for missionaries will be shut in many 
countries". Vencer said that, according to predictions, in the year 2000 
missionary work will not be permitted in 80 per cent of the "least 
Christianised countries". [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.11 
US churches lend support to human rights investigation 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--The director of the World Council of Churches (WCC) Programme to 
Combat Racism said she found strong support among US church leaders for the 
campaign to investigate human rights violations in the United States and carry 
a report to the United Nations. 


Deborah Robinson, who spent the last two weeks of February visiting 
denominational headquarters and other agencies in the United States, said in 
telephone interviews, however, that her efforts to raise a USS 250 000 budget 
for the campaign had so far produced only limited results. 


"It is a very difficult time to be asking for money from the churches", she 
said. But she said hearings by an "eminent persons" team of international 
church leaders and specialists in human rights, scheduled for last year but 
postponed for lack of funds, definitely would be held this autumn. 


The campaign, sponsored jointly by the WCC and the US National Council of 
Churches (NCC), was launched on Human Rights Day, 10 December, with 
Simultaneous events in Birmingham, Alabama, where Martin Luther King Jr issued 
his famous Letter from Birmingham Jail, and in the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation in South Dakota [EPS 93.08.32; 94.01.04]. 


Robinson, who is an African-American, was accompanied on some of her visits 
to church offices by Joseph Agne, a white United Methodist minister who is 
racial justice secretary for the NCC. She said they contacted numerous 
officials in several cities, and found great interest in the project to indict 
the United States before the UN for human rights violations against people of 
colour. 


Organizers of the campaign anticipate that the "eminent persons" will write 
a report after their hearings, submit it to the special rapporteur on racism 
appointed by the UN Commission on Human Rights and make a statement before the 
Commission when it holds its annual meeting in Geneva next February. 


Robinson said the international visitors would begin with hearings in New York 
and then, divided into groups, hear local testimony in Birmingham, Chicago, 
El Paso, Oakland and the headquarters of the Muscogee Indians at Okmulgee, 
Oklahoma. 


Hearings focused on Indians were originally planned for Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, but when the expected local support became unavailable, were 
rescheduled for Oklahoma. 


Anne Marshall, a staff member of the United Methodist Commission on Christian 
Unity and Interreligious Concerns in New York, chairs the national committee 
for the campaign, and is herself a Moscogee Indian. So she is arranging for 
her tribe to serve as host for the Oklahoma hearings. Miami was also on the 
original list of hearing sites, but was dropped because the local sponsors 
said they were unable to make arrangements. 


Robinson said the "eminent persons" would conclude their visit with a press 
conference and other activities in Washington. 


During a preparatory visit there, she contacted people such as a member of the 
staff of the Congressional Black Caucus to invite involvement from outside the 
church community, she said. 


She estimated that some 150 US organizations had received grants from the 
Special Fund of the WCC Programme to Combat Racism, and said she hoped to 
enlist some of them in the current campaign. 


Keith Jennings, who formerly worked for Amnesty International and now directs 
an African-American Human Rights Foundation in Washington, has been employed 
as a part-time coordinator of the campaign. 


He said it giving people who knew of human rights violations in their own 
areas a more comprehensive view of how extensive the violations were. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.12 
Ecumenical Jury honours British and Colombian films 


BERLIN--Ladybird, Ladybird, by British director Ken Loach, and La Estrategia 
del caracol (The Snail’s Strategy), by young Colombian director Sergio 
Cabrera, have won high praise - and prizes of 5000 Deutschmark each - from the 
Ecumenical Jury at the 44th Berlin Film Festival. 


The Ecumenical Jury of 10 judges, five from Interfilm, representing Protestant 
and Orthodox church cinema interests, and five from OCIC, the Roman Catholic 
equivalent, praised the moral qualities of both films, and also gave special 
mentions to films from Cuba, Hungary and the United States. 


The ecumenical jury’s awards, which have a high standing in the cinema world, 
are made, according to the Ecumenical Jury’s mandate, to "directors who have 
shown genuine artistic talent and have succeeded in expressing actions or 
human experience that comply with the Gospels, or in sensitising viewers to 
spiritual, human or social values". 


The jury also awards prizes at other international film festivals, including 
Cannes, where the jury has been presenting ecumenical awards for 21 years. 


Robin Gurney, a member of the jury and Communications Secretary of the 
Conference of European Churches, told EPS that Ladybird, Ladybird was a 
"fictionalised account of the true story of a working-class woman from a 
violent background". 


Gurney said that the Ecumenical Jury’s deliberations were confidential, but, 
by way of personal comment, he said: "There are Gospel values built into the 
£xlm.? 


The jury awarded the prize to the film for, in the words of the citation, its 
"convincing portrayal of the causes and consequences of violence in family and 
society, and its powerful bid for a way out of an unbearable situation via 
love and trust". 


Ladybird, Ladybird also won the prestigious International Film Critics’ Prize 
and the Silver Bear award for Best Actress (Crissy Rock). 


La Estrategia del caracol, which was the jury’s choice in the Berlin 
Festival’s International Forum of Young Film-makers is, according to Gurney, 
"the story of a poor community against a rich individual. It exemplifies 
working together ... it includes ‘’miraculistic’ religion, in a humorous way. 
It’s witty. Frankly, it’s a brilliant film." 


The jury’s citation said La Estrategia del caracol won its award for "its 
clever and witty parable on the importance of solidarity and the need to act 
collectively. The film depicts the final triumph of the community over greed 
and aggressive individualism in an exploitative and unjust situation." 


The jury also made special mentions of Fresa y chocolate (Strawberry and 
Chocolate), a Cuban film about tolerance and personal freedom, and, in the 
youth section, to Satantango, from Hungary, and to The Last Klezmer, from the 
United States. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.13 
German bishops approve Sunday ecumenical gatherings for Catholics 


REUTH, Bavaria--Germany’s Roman Catholic bishops have spoken in favour of 
Catholic attendance at some ecumenical services on Sunday mornings and on 
special Christian festivals. 


According to the Agence international de presse catholique, in Fribourg, 
Switzerland, a statement by the bishops agreeing that Catholics could attend 
ecumenical gatherings on Sunday goes "a little further" than the Vatican’s new 


Ecumenical Directory, published last June, which advises against ecumenical 
services on Sundays. 


But the German bishops, meeting in Reuth, Bavaria, said that Catholics who 
attend ecumenical services on Sunday mornings must also attend mass on the 
same day. They added that Sunday ecumenical services should be of special 
importance before Catholics could decide to attend. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.14 
Italian pastors welcome Strasbourg vote on homosexuals 


ROME--The European Parliament’s resolution calling for the recognition of 
homosexual relationships has been welcomed by a group of 65 pastors and 
deacons from Italy’s Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran and Waldensian churches. 


Last month the Vatican attacked the resolution which calls for homosexual 
couples to be given the same rights as heterosexual couples. "We can’t let 
this pass", Pope John Paul II was reported as saying of the resolution, which 
was passed in February. He also described lesbian and gay marriages as "a 
serious threat to the future of the family and society". 


On 25 February the group of 65 Protestant clergy signed a statement calling 
for public debate of the issue, and suggesting that a new ethic be adopted. 


Among those who signed the declaration were Waldensian minister Giorgio 
Bouchard, president of the Federation of Protestant Churches in Italy, 
Methodist minister Sergio Aquilante, who is the federation’s vice-president, 
Hans Gerch Philippi, dean of the Lutheran Church of Italy, and Paolo Ricca, 
dean of the Waldensian Seminary. 


The statement declared: "We welcome and appreciate the Strasbourg Parliament’s 
recommendation that national legislations should recognize the right of their 
homosexual citizens to stable cohabitation, likening them to those between 
heterosexual partners ... We invite our society to debate this proposal 
serenely and to start considering an ethic that bears in mind the evolution 
in current behaviour in Western society 


"Our hope ... is that rigid positions and preconceived ideas are not created. 
The Christian ethic has been experienced historically in different ways. At 
its core should remain the respect for the individual, created in the image 
of God, loved and redeemed by God. 


"We suggest that in this context we should drop the word ‘marriage’ - which 
has been unnecessarily provocative - in favour of a more suitable term, for 
example ‘stable cohabitation’ or ‘civil union’." 


In NEW YORK the Episcopal News Service reports that Episcopalians (Anglicans) 
in Colorado have postponed until June a decision on the blessing of same-sex 
relationships. A meeting of 140 deacons and priests voted in February to hold 
a thorough study of the issue before holding a vote. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.15 
US companies support South African churches’ code of conduct 


NEW YORK--Seven leading United States companies have expressed general support 
for the South African Council of Churches’ (SACC) Code of Conduct for Business 
Operating in South Africa. 


The code of conduct, announced by the SACC in July 1993, calls on companies 
operating in South Africa to forbid discrimination based on race, sex, 
religion, political beliefs and physical handicap. Among other measures, the 
code also calls on companies to purchase from black-owned businesses and to 
use environmentally sound methods. 


According to the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility in New York, 
Colgate-Palmolive, Ingersoll-Rand, Borden, Bristol-Myers Squibb, International 
Paper, Kimberly-Clark and Pfizer intend to conduct their business in South 
Africa in a way which they believe will maintain the standards outlined in the 
code of practice. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.16 
New communications director for Latin American council 


GENEVA--Manuel Quintero, aged 42, a Reformed Presbyterian from Cuba, has been 
appointed as director of the Latin American Council of Churches. Quintero is 
a former secretary general of the World Student Christian Federation, and 
former organizing secretary of the Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and 
Students. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.17 
US church council finds new means of support 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--The US National Council of Churches (NCC) is finding new ways of 
supporting itself as the ability of its member churches to finance its work 
declines, the general secretary said. 


Addressing the Executive Coordinating Committee 24 February, Joan Brown 
Campbell said the NCC was moving towards greater reliance on grants available 
from foundations and government, and that this would require different, more 
flexible patterns of hiring and using staff. 


She also suggested that the NCC needed to get more Support directly from 
individuals and congregations, rather than relying as much as in the past on 
the national bodies that constitute its membership. 


The committee heard a report than an enhanced effort was made at the end of 
1993 to secure individual gifts by mail appeals, and brought in over 
US$'30 000% Attempts are also under way to build a permanent endowment. 


Change has been forced on the NCC by continuing budget problems that have cut 
its professional or executive level staff almost in half during the 1893-93 
decade from 87 to 46. After "restructuring" several times in past years, it 
is now engaged in a process it calls "transformation", a term meant to signal 
that it intends more than just another rearrangement of structure. 


In some cases, denominations have helped the NCC by seconding their own 
personnel to work there. But Campbell noted that the communions providing 
the NCC’s main support have their own deficits that are now pushing them into 
new rounds of "restructuring and downsizing". The situation "is not becoming 
stabilized", she added. 


The NCC already relies on government assistance for its overseas relief work 
and resettlement of refugees in the United States, and has had grants for 
other purposes. It has also obtained foundation money for several projects, 
such as a current effort to build environmental awareness among the churches. 


Indicating that the NCC was moving to more partnership with those sources, 
Campbell said negotiations were underway for another grant from the Ford 
Foundation to address the public welfare debate and for one from the 
government to place volunteer workers in certain local communities. 


Churches made attractive partners for foundations and some government agencies 
because of church experience in providing public services and because of the 
access churches offered to local communities, she said. 


She said, however, that the NCC itself needed to find ways of tying into local 
congregations more directly. Pointing out that state councils of churches, 
dependent on regional church structures, had come upon the same hard times as 
the NCC, she said the local councils that have congregations as members were 
the healthiest. 


Campbell said she found many people still supportive of ecumenism, and that 
ecumenical events allowing all interested individuals to participate got a 
livelier response than those involving only people designated as 
denominational representatives. "We’re missing out on that ecumenical 
energy", she said. 


The general secretary, reflecting on the dwindling resources for denominations 
nationally as well as for the NCC, said the overall role of national 
structures needed study. "It is very clear it is changing", she said. 


Campbell also called for connecting the local consideration to the NCC’s 
practice of making statements on public policy. 


Rather than seeking to act as policy experts, she said, national leaders 
should concentrate on "moral discernment" and produce materials helpful to 
congregations. [EPS] 
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REEKEKRKEKKKKKEEKEKE 


The World Council of Churches has several vacancies, including the following: 


UNIT II - CHURCHES IN MISSION: HEALTH, EDUCATION, WITNESS 
Executive Secretary for Education in Mission (Closing date: 31.05.94) 


To promote, monitor and share new ways of equipping churches for mission in 
a culturally and religiously diverse world. To serve member churches, 
assessing their needs and materials, participating as a consultant in their 
main mission meetings and facilitating new learning experiences. To engage 
with the churches to encourage genuine indigenous expressions in faith, life, 
liturgy and witness. To encourage those responsible for the curriculum of 
theological colleges and seminaries to incorporate and enhance the missionary 
dimension of theological education. Monitoring and sharing information on 
mission in theological education is essential. 


UNIT III - JUSTICE, PEACE AND CREATION 
Executive Secretary, International Affairs (CCIA) (Closing date: 31.05.94) 


To assist the churches in developing Christian attitudes on international 
affairs. To provide expert analysis and interpretation of trends and 
developments in international affairs for the guidance of the General 
Secretary and the governing bodies. To promote the international rule of law 
and of effective international institutions to apply it; and to sustain 
relations with the United Nations. To take leadership within the 
international affairs staff team on programmes related to conflict resolution, 
peace and disarmament, and share responsibilities in the areas of human 
rights, economic and social justice, and good governance. 


NOTE: It is the intent of the Executive Committee to redress the balance in 
the staff - regional, sub-regional, confessional and gender - to the extent 
possible in filling these vacancies. Specific attention will be given to the 
inclusion of Orthodox and women candidates. Competence for the job will take 
precedence. Nominations to fill any of these positions are to be made by the 
Executive Committee in its meeting in September 1994. 


Full details of each position, together with the conditions of service and 
application form, may be obtained from the Personnel Office, World Council of 


Churches, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland, and must be 
returned before the closing date. 
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EPS 94.03.18 
Church of England ordains 32 women in historic ceremony 


By Robert Nowell 


LONDON--The Church of England now has its first 32 women priests, ordained on 
12 March in Bristol Cathedral by the Bishop of Bristol, Barry Rogerson. 


Other ordinations will follow in all the Church of England’s remaining 43 
dioceses, with the exception of the diocese of Europe. . The firstsordinations 
in the Church of England’s northern province of York were due to take place 
within a few days. The Bishop of Sheffield, David Lunn, an Opponent of women 
priests, will be present when his suffragan, the Bishop of Doncaster, Michael 
Gear, ordains 25 women priests. 


In all about 1200 women will be ordained to the priesthood this year. 


One of the 13 bishops who voted against giving final approval to the 
legislation to allow the ordination of women to the priesthood, the Bishop of 
Portsmouth, Timothy Bavin, has changed his mind and will ordain the first 
women priests for his diocese. 


In other dioceses where the bishop has been opposed to the ordination of 
women, the ordinations will be carried out by his suffragan or by a bishop 
from a neighbouring diocese. 


Preaching at the ordination, Rogerson, who is also a member of the World 
Council of Churches’ central committee, said that now was the time "to rejoice 
that we have been able to recognize and affirm God’s gift of these women who 


are to be ordained priests in God’s church". But with the gift came the 
challenge "to become such a church that the world may believe and become what 
God always intended us to be - a community of women and men, serving each 


other and our neighbours, encouraging and welcoming and ensuring that all have 
ag place Ofmdignity anda part to play". 


Nor in the service were opponents of women’s ordination left out. Bishop 
Rogerson asked those present to "pray especially for those for whom this is 
a day of sadness, that God will keep us together in unity". 


In a joint statement on 12 March the archbishops of Canterbury and York, 
George Carey and John Habgood, described the Bristol ordinations as "a 
Significant milestone in the long history of the Church of England" marking 
the culmination of almost 20 years of formal debate and many more years of 
prayer and reflection. 


"The majority of people within our church believe it to be God’s will", the 
archbishops said. 


"Others, of course, believe the move to be mistaken. We call for all members 
OL the church to, exercise, God's gifts,of generosity, tolerance, courtesy and 
loving patience with each other in the years that lie ahead." 


Christina Rees, of the Movement for the Ordination of Women, said it was "a 
Great day", .adding,,.as. she, stood outside Bristol, Cathedral; "I'm actually, 
beginning to believe this is actually happening." 


The ordinations passed off without incident - entrance to the cathedral was 
by ticket only. However, one of the Church of England’s more extreme opponents 
of women priests, Francis Bown, a clergyman and chairman of the pressure group 
Ecclesia, was in Bristol to record his protest at what he saw as the death of 
the Church of England through the ordination of "priestesses" and the creation 
of "a new order of transvestites". 


Among the congregation inside the cathedral were Roman Catholic supporters of 
the ordination of women and an unofficial delegation of Roman Catholics from 
Belgium. Originally three priests from Brussels had wanted to take an active 
part in the ordination, either by joining in the laying on of hands or by 
Saying one of the bidding prayers, but the Anglican authorities were unable 
to accede to this request. 


In response to the ordinations, the secretary of the Christian Unity Committee 
of the Roman Catholic bishops’ conference of England and Wales, Michael 
Jackson, has recalled the "serious obstacle" that the ordinations present to 
unity between the two churches, while reaffirming the need for more intensive 
ecumenical commitment. [over] 


women /2 


"Without agreement on ministry and ordination, and without the mutual 
recognition of orders, we cannot arrive at the full visible unity which we 
seek", said Jackson in a statement four days before the ordinations. But he 
pointed out that for years Roman Catholics had worked ecumenically alongside 
women ministers in the Free Churches and in the Church of England (which has 
had women deacons since 1987 and deaconesses before then). 


"I expect Catholics will continue in such co-operation, and will now also 
extend it to those Church of England women deacons who become priests", he 
added. While the new situation might present challenges for some Catholics, 
it clearly demanded "more intensive ecumenical commitment, not less". 


"The official theological work of the two churches to come to agreement on the 
nature of ordination continues, but now has to take into account the changed 
Situation in the Church of England", concluded Jackson. (Ministry and 
ordination was one of the topics on which the first Anglican/Roman Catholic 
International Commission [ARCIC I] found substantial agreement.) 


A Vatican spokesman also added that Pope John Paul II "had clearly and 
publicly affirmed that the ordination of women also constitutes a profound 
obstacle to every hope of reunion between the Catholic Church and the Anglican 
Communion". 


"This reunion is and remains a great hope, which this new obstacle makes more 
difficult", the Vatican’s Joaquin Navarro-Valls said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.19 
'Scandal of disunity’ deplored as WCC team visits Jamaica 


JAMAICA--Bruce Swapp, president of the Caribbean Conference of Churches (CCCs 
has welcomed a World Council of Churches delegation to Jamaica, pointing out 
that this was the first official visit to the island by a president and 
general secretary of the WCC. 


The visit by Konrad Raiser, WCC general secretary, Eunice Santana, WCC 
president, Israel Batista, moderator of the WCC’s Caribbean task force, and 
Charles Harper, a WCC adviser on international affairs, heard a demand for 
"increased grassroots ecumenism, which could challenge the more 
institutionalised ecumenism of the WCC and the CCC". 


The team also discussed regional political and social issues during their 
visit to Jamaica, Antigua and Barbados. 


The demand for an "alternative ecumenism" came in a paper written by Adolfo 
Ham, of the Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba, but read, in Ham’s absence, 
by Edward Cumberbatch, general secretary of the CCC, which challenged the 
scandal of disunity among churches. 


According to Ham, the "ecumenical idea" in both the Caribbean and worldwide 
"has become institutionalised, losing its prophetic stance, at least at the 
interior of the movement. In other words, a movement of renewal has failed to 
renew itself radically enough." 


Church leaders in Jamaica stressed to the WCC team the need for a greater role 
for young people in this alternative ecumenism. 


During the WCC team’s visit to Antigua, Raiser discussed with the Antigua 
Christian Council (ACC) the guidelines the ACC had prepared to help ensure 
fairness in the Antiguan elections held this month. Raiser said that the 
guidelines could be a model for other churches in similar situations in other 
parts of the world. 


The guidelines advise voters to ask themselves a series of questions about 
candidates before casting a vote. The questions focus on the candidates’ 
commitment to service to the community, their honesty, and instances of 
character assassination and attempts to intimidate voters. [EPS] 


. EPS 94.03.20 
Single protestant voice needed in Europe, say Germans 


GENEVA--German proposals for the foundation of a European protestant church 
structure to allow the churches of the reformation "to speak with one voice" 
on religious and political affairs have received a mixed reaction from other 
European church leaders. 


The Protestant Federation (Evangelischer Bund), an ecumenical think-tank 
sponsored by the: Evangelical Church: in Germany (EKD), last week called on, more: 
than 80 European: Lutheran, Refioxmed and United churches which have signed: the 
Leuenberg agreement: to take the first steps at their general assembly in. May 
to create a Kirchengemeinschaft (church community) as an "organ" for Europeam 
protestants. 


The Leuenberg agreement, signed in 1973, allowed inter-communiom, for the 
first time in over 400 years, between the churches of the reformation in 
Europe. General assemblies of the Leuenberg, churches take place every six 
years. 


Indirect support for the proposals of the Protestant Federation came from the 
EKD’s ruling council, which, im a separate statement asserted that European 
ecumenical cooperation "could only be fully effective if the fellowship 
between European protestant churches is deepened". 


The EKD Council stated that it would “support ali endeavours: to reach a 
greater fellowship of European protestants". 


But Tony Burnham, general secretary of the United Reformed Church in the 
United Kingdom, who has recently returned from a fact-finding visit to 
European institutions in Strasbourg, told EPS that such proposals "could give 
the appearance of being a step backwards in ecumenical relations". 


He said that while he would have to study the proposals in detail, "we would 
be concerned: about additional institutions in Europe which might weaken 
existing ecumenical co-operation". 


The Protestant: Federation called on the Leuenberg churches to create a "new 
forum" to alIow European Methodists, Anglicans and Scandinavian Lutheran 
churches, which have not signed the Leuenberg agreement, to participate in the 
protestant church structure, which could become an affiliated member of the 
Conference of European Churches (CEC), based in Geneva. 


"In today’s Europe, protestants can no longer focus merely on their own local 
or regional churches in a self-satisfied and provincial fashion", the 
Protestant Federation said. The federation ruled out a European protestant 
"superchurch", but proposed the Evangelical Church in Germany as a tiodel for 
a future European church structure. The EKD is a federation of. regional 
Lutheran, United and Reformed churches. 


A European protestant assembly held in Budapest in 1992 gave rise to fears 
that European protestant churches might increase their co-operation to the 
detriment of wider ecumenical work. 


However, Jean Fischer, CEC’s general secretary, told EPS last week that he had 
said before the Budapest Assembly that "a greater unity among protestant 
churches would be a positive contribution to the ecumenical movement". 


He would be attending the Leuenberg: Assembly with a high-level. CEC delegation, 
he said. CEC has offered to facilitate a "forum of protestant churches" within 
CEC’s "ecumenical fellowship", he added. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.21 
Prevention of war heads agenda for Moscow inter-church summit 


GENEVA--An inter-church meeting to be held in Moscow in June will try to find 
ways for the churches in the former Soviet Union "to help in every possible 
way to ensure conflicts do not result in confrontation and war", Jean Fischer, 
general secretary of the Conference of European Churches (CEC), said this 
month on his return from a planning meeting in the Russian capital. 


Fischer said the conveners planned to bring together representatives from the 
churches of all the territories of the Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) and the Baltic states in the first major inter-church gathering since 
the break-up of the Soviet Union. 


He welcomed the proposals for the meeting and said it was particularly 
significant that the Roman Catholic Church would be represented at the 
gathering, to be held in Moscow from 21 to 23 June. 


CEC, along with the World Council of Churches, the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the USA, and the Roman Catholic Conference of European 
Bishops’ Conferences, will help to facilitate the meeting. 


Interviewed by EPS in Geneva, Fischer said that with a view to promoting 
peace, the conference would focus on the deterioration of relationships in the 
inter-cultural and inter-ethnic fields. 


"The churches will be looking at conflicts taking place, such as in the 
Caucasus, that have resulted in the spilling of blood", Fischer said. "The 
churches will look at their role-as messengers of peace." 


Fischer said another focus of the meeting would be social justice in the newly 
developing free-market economies of the region. 


Asked if the churches of Western Europe would be lending political expertise 
to the churches of CIS, Fischer firmly rejected the idea. "When the Irish war 
has been going on 25 years, I don’t think the West European churches have much 
to teach them. Through the Conference of European Churches there will be a 
delegation [of church representatives] from different parts of Europe, but not 
so much as teachers but to learn the complexity of the situation in this vast, 
vast region." 


Proselytism, especially by pentecostalist churches, has caused conflict 
recently between churches in the former Soviet republics, but Fischer said he 
believed the subject was not listed for discussion in June. 


"Most of the churches that are going to come together are the more traditional 
churches", he told EPS. "The meeting will not be open to those who have rushed 
to the East since the opening up [after communism]. It is much more the 
churches who have been established there for a longer period." 


Invitations tc the meeting will be issued by Metropolitan Kyrill, of the 
RusSian Orthodox Church, Archbishop Tadeusz Kondrusewicz, of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and Petr B. Konovalchik, of the Union of Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists of the Russian Federation, on behalf of the preparatory 
committee which includes representatives of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox 
church, the Georgian Orthodox Church, and the Lutheran, Methodist and Seventh 
Day Adventist churches. 


Fischer told EPS that he saw the Moscow gathering as a preparatory process for 
the second European ecumenical assembly, for which a date had yet to be set, 
which would focus on the issue of reconciliation. 


Also speaking of the Moscow conference, he stressed the need for churches in 
richer countries to support those in CIS so that there were sufficient funds 
to allow the conference to take place. The organizers needed US $ 105 000, 
half of which would subsidise the fares of those travelling to the conference, 
with the other half paying for lodging, interpreters and other expenses. 


Given the vast distances that many of the participants in the region would 
have to cross to get to Moscow, the costs would be beyond the means of their 
churches, Fischer said. "They [the organizers] hope to get assistance from 
churches in countries where economic conditions are 100 times better than in 
the former USSR", Fischer said. "There is a definite call for solidarity 
here." [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.22 
European politician calls for church help to stop AIDS ‘myth’ 


STRASBOURG--A British member of the European Parliament has appealed for 
churches and other organizations worldwide, and especially in Africa, to alert 
her about the! spreading of "disinformation" about AIDS. n 
Janey Buchan, Labour MEP for Glasgow, Scotland, told EPS that she was 
"passionately concerned" over the harmful effects of a series of articles in 
a London newspaper, the Sunday Times. 


Buchan said that she needed help from churches and others working in the AIDS 
field, particularly in Africa. She asked for’ all those in the field to send 
her newspaper cuttings or any other instances of repetition of the Sunday 
Times claims. 


"I don’t care if I get 100 copies of the same article", said Buchan, who is 
trying to correct the "disinformation" and has alerted the European Commission 
in Brussels about what she describes as the harmful effects of the newspaper 
articles. 


The articles, by the science correspondent of the Sunday Times, Neville 
Hodgkinson, questioned whether HIV caused AIDS, and challenged claims about 
the high incidence of HIV and AIDS in Africa. He also questioned whether 
heterosexuals were at risk. 


"Dramatic testimony by two medically trained charity workers based at the 
epicentre of AIDS in Africa has provided devastating new evidence against the 
view that the continent is engulfed by an epidemic of the disease", one of the 
Sunday Times articles claimed, under the title "The plague that never was". 


The articles have sparked a controversy in the United Kingdom. Buchan said 
that the Sunday Times claims had also been repeated in many African 
newspapers. 


"The Sunday Times is regarded as a prestigious paper", Buchan said. "I have 
been getting calls from Africa with people saying to me ‘But it’s in the 
Sunday Times’. Even a World Bank official said that to me." 


She warned that the "disinformation" in the articles was giving false hope to 
people in Africa and elsewhere. She said that people needed to face the truth 
about AIDS. 


"Tt’s not just Africa, every country has got it, and the facts are that there 
isn’t a vaccine and there isn’t a cure. 


"We are glad to find common cause with the churches on this matter. We must 
not let this ‘good news’ go out because there is nothing worse than ‘good 
news’ that is not ’good news’", she told EPS. 


According to a report in last month’s British Medical Association News Review, 
some officials working in the AIDS field fear that the Sunday Times articles 
will affect funding to HIV awareness campaigns and AIDS prevention campaigns 
in developing countries. 


Action Aid, one of the biggest overseas charities in the United Kingdom, told 
the BMA News Review that despite months of planning it had to abandon plans 
for a major campaign to raise money for AIDS prevention and treatment work in 
Africa. 


"Although we had many factors to consider, the Sunday Times coverage was a 
major factor in our decision not to go ahead with the AIDS specific mailing 
to our supporters", Catherine Plewman, an official at Action Aid, told BMA 
News Review. 


Recent reports from church-linked agencies and press offices in Africa 
indicate that,..contrary.to the .Sunday ,Times ,reports, ,incidence of, HIV .is 
increasing. While religious organizations are taking part in efforts to halt 
HIV infection, the promotion of condoms for AIDS prevention continues to cause 
controversy. 


In ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast, medical researchers predict that a million people in 
the country will be HIV-positive by the year 2000. [over] 


aids/2 


The Paris newspaper, Le Monde, reported last month that there were 640 000 
HIV-positive people among Ivory Coast’s 12 million inhabitants. 


Le Monde said that both Christian and Muslim organizations in Ivory Coast were 
making strenuous efforts to make people aware of the risks of HIV infection. 
Religious organizations worried about the spread of the virus were stressing 
the importance of fidelity within marriage as a means to avoid HIV infection. 


But, Le Monde said, many religious organizations were "reserved" about 
awareness programmes promoting condoms, with Roman Catholic leaders the most 
hostile to the programmes. 


Emmanuel Gnaoré, president of Ivory Coast’s National Committee Against AIDS, 
commented: "The clergy are right to alert the country about the need for a 
return to moral values. They are fulfilling their vocation, and they are doing 
it well. But they cannot at the same time forbid the use of condoms. This is 
not an invitation to sexual depravity. All we are saying is that there is 
need for a barrier to HIV transmission. At present there is no barrier except 
the condom." 


In LUSAKA, the All Africa Press Service reports that the Zambian government 
and religious organizations are at odds over the promotion of condoms. 


With 300 000 Zambians already HIV-positive, the Zambian government has 
declared it will not relent in encouraging the use of condoms. 


But churches are arguing that by promoting condoms the government is wrecking 
the country by encouraging promiscuity. 


Joe Imakando, a pastor and executive director of the Evangelical Fellowship 
of Zambia, said: "When you encourage the use of condoms, it means you are 
sanctioning immorality in the nation." 


But Katele Kalumba, Zambia’s deputy health minister, replied: "People should 
know that condoms are a safety belt and should keep talking about them and 
advertising them. 


Kalumba, who is a Christian, has claimed that if the churches had performed 
better in moral education of Zambians, the country would not now have a high 
rate of HIV infection. [EPS] 


For information: The address of Janey Buchan MEP is: Glasgow European 
Constituency Office, 1st floor, Dundas Business Centre, 38-40 New City Road, 
Cowcaddens, Glasgow G4 9JT, United Kingdom. 


EPS 94.03.23 
Vatican establishes diplomatic links with South Africa 


ROME--The Vatican has formed diplomatic ties with South Africa, demonstrating 
the Vatican’s confidence in reforms to make South Africa a fully democratic 
country on the path to full integration in the international community, 
according to a Vatican spokesman. 


Joaquin Navarro-Valls, talking to the Agence de presse internationale 
catholique, made particular mention of the contribution of Nobel Peace Prize 
Winners, Nelson Mandela and F.W. De Klerk. 


APIC also reports from Rome that Pope John Paul II has accepted an invitation 
to visit Iraq. The invitation was made by Raphael Bidawid, leader of the 
country’s Chaldean Church (Catholic), which has 200 000 members. 


Since the Gulf war in 1991, the United Nations has maintained an economic 


embargo against Iraq, but Catholic leaders in Iraq have asked for the embargo 
to be lifted. 


In VILNIUS, APIC reports, the Roman Catholic bishops of Lithuania are 
demanding the restitution of church property confiscated by the Soviets in 
1940. However, the bishops issued a statement denying rumours that people and 


institutions housed in the buildings would be thrown out when the church takes 
possession of the properties. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.24 
— protestants flourish as government relaxes line on religion 


GENEVA--Cuba’s protestant churches are growing as Cuba’s Marxist: government 
adopts a more relaxed approach to religion, according to representatives of 
Cuba’s Presbyterian-Reformed Church (PRC) in Geneva last week. They appealed 
to European churches for aid to respond to the challenge. 


Carlos Ham, the PRC’s General Secretary and Migdalia Cabrera, a church 
official, told EPS that some congregations were growing by 200 per cent a 
year, as the church attracted young professionals concerned about the future 
of Cuban society. 


The church leaders have been visiting Germany, France, The Netherlands and 
Switzerland to strengthen ties with European churches and to seek financial 
support for leadership training, family development, publication, building and 
pension projects. 


"The churches are giving a strong message of hope and reconciliation ina 
@aifficult economic and social situation", Ham said. 


"We do not have enough material or human resources to face this growth. We 
still do not have enough pastors or teachers", he said. 


The Cuban economy has been hit by the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union which for 30 years provided vital economic support after 
the United States imposed a trade boycott. Thousands of buses, trains and cars 
have been immobilised because of the lack of fuel and spare parts. 


"We do not agree with the American boycott, but we are aware that the economic 
crisis is also caused by internal problems", Cabrera said. "We cannot continue 
with the current situation in Cuba. There need to be changes. The church does 
not want to return to the past, before 1959, but neither can we continue with 
the present problems." 


With 38 congregations and 15 active pastors, the Presbyterian-Reformed Church, 
which celebrated its centenary in 1990, is a small minority in Cuba, where 
most Christians are Roman Catholic. Until 1967, the Cuban Presbyterian Church 
belonged to the United Presbyterian Church (USA), but became independent when 
the blockade made communications with the United States almost impossible. 
Since then, the Cuban church has developed new relationships with other 
Reformed churches, particularly in Europe. 


"Deople were never persecuted for being Christian", Ham said, "but there was 
a more subtle form of discrimination. Christians were not allowed to study 
subjects such as journalism, psychology or foreign affairs." 


Cuba has revised its atheistic constitution since the first meeting, four 
years ago, between protestant church leaders and Cuban president Fidel Castro. 


Since the protestants’ meeting with Castro, a new "secular" constitution has 
been introduced and the Congress of the Cuban Communist Party has publicly 
discussed allowing Christians to join the party, a move which has helped 
Cubans to lose their fear of being associated with religion. 


The Cuban church leaders paid tribute to support already given to the PRC by 
the World Council of Churches, including medical supplies. 


In a letter to the London Guardian newspaper, United Nations Association 
director Malcolm Harper and several British politicians have protested that 
the US authorities have stopped the export of some items destined for the 
Cuban churches, including a satellite dish for the Martin Luther Church in 
Havana, to improve communications with US churches. US authorities allowed 
other aid, including an ambulance, a disabled-access bus and prescription 
medicines, to cross the border into Mexico. The aid shipment was sponsored by 
the inter-faith organization, Pastors for Peace. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.25 
Ecumenical women defend meeting against ‘witch-hunt’ 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--Critics making heresy charges against an ecumenical women’s 
conference held in Minneapolis last November are "creating a climate of witch- 
hunting", according to a group of United Methodist women at a press 
conference to mark International Women’s Day, on 8 March. 


Defending participation by their church’s representatives, the United 
Methodist women said: "We are convinced that people frightened by fresh 
theological insights and by challenges to narrow orthodoxy are attempting to 
discredit and malign women. 


"Constructive dialogue is welcome, but irrational and distorted attacks 
increase an environment of violence against women." 


They said in a statement that the use of the term "heresy" today "may be a way 
of refusing to hear the voices of those who have been marginalized in the life 
ofetherchurch". 


The statement was prepared by nine United Methodist women and presented, with 
endorsements by more than 800 women, to the press conference in New York. 


Last year’s event, now under attack, had the theme of "Re-Imagining". It 
brought together more than 2000 women and a few men from 49 US states, Canada 
and other countries and was held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, from 4 to 7 
November. 


An ecumenical committee in the Minneapolis area organized the event as part 
of the World Council of Churches (WCC) Ecumenical Decade: Churches in 
Solidarity with Women. Some WCC members of staff spoke at the event, though 
the WCC did not act as sponsor. 


United Methodist Bishop Forrest Stith, a co-chair of the US Ecumenical Decade 
Committee, joined the women at the press conference on 8 March, and became the 
first man to sign their statement. 


Public criticism of the "Re-Imagining" conference has been led by three 
institutions often critical of the mainline churches and ecumenical bodies: 
the United Methodist "Good News" movement, the unofficial "Presbyterian 
Layman" magazine and the interdenominational Institute on Religion and 
Democracy (IRD). 


Many of the attacks on the "Re-imagining" conference have focused on 
presentations and liturgy related to "Sophia", denounced by critics as goddess 
worship. 


But Professor Catherine Keller, of the United Methodist Drew Theological 
School, said on 8 March that the name, Greek for "wisdom", was "not a goddess 
for us but an attribute of God". 


The concept was biblical, expressed in Proverbs and echoed in New Testament 
passages such as the Prologue to John, she said. 


Critics also attacked a statement by Professor Delores Williams, of Union 
Seminary in New York, who said that the importance of Jesus should be seen in 
his life, not in his death. "T don’t think we need folks hanging on crosses 
and blood’ dripping and weird stuff", she had said. 


At the press conference, Beryl Ingram-Ward, a graduate student at Union, 
responded that traditional atonement theories of God the Father willing the 
death of his Son had to be called into question in the light of current 
reports of fathers abusing their children. 


Answering criticism of the lesbianism openly proclaimed in Minneapolis, the 
United Methodist women said "engaging in verbal violence against lesbians 
reveals the homophobia in the church, and denigrates the rich contributions 
that homosexual persons have made to the church through the centuries". 


In GENEVA Aruna Gnanadason, executive of the WCC’s women’s desk and a speaker 
in Minneapolis, said she considered the conference "a very good experience", 
and was sad that. positive aspects had not been adequately reported. Among 
the many Decade events, she said, it was unique in its size and scope. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.26 
Polish police seize icons as smuggling toll grows 


By Jonathan Luxmoore 


WARSAW--Polish police have seized a large haul of stolen icons from a Warsaw 
market allegedly intended for sale to art dealers in the West. 


Warsaw police discovered 84 valuable icons at a stall adjoining the riverside 
Millennium Stadium, an outlet for traders from the former Soviet Union. An 
estimate put their value at USS 250 000. 


The incident is only the latest of many involving Orthodox religious works of 
art in Poland. Last year, police impounded 1327 stolen icons, compared to 
awn 990--total sof S2wand “635:)in» 19924 They also investigated 83 reported 
church art thefts in Warsaw alone, out of a nationwide total of more than 
dk O10}. 


The largest icon theft in Poland occurred at Plock in February 1993, when 
intruders at an Orthodox church made off with 18 pictures valued at a total 
eo) USS 4bs2smelblion. The local priest, who was abroad, had not insured the 
icons or kept documentation about them. 


In 1992, police also urged better protection for the country’s 14 750 Catholic 
churches and chapels, almost all of which have been robbed at least once. The 
police authorities said they had no computerized information system for 
tracing stolen sacred artefacts, but had a recovery rate of 50 per cent 
compared to 10 per cent in the rest of Europe. 


The 85 icons seized at the Warsaw Stadium are believed to date from the 17th 
century, and have significant historical value. A salesman told the police 
that he had bought the paintings from a Russian contact. 


Poland is the main transit route for icon-smugglers from Russia and Ukraine, 
who are getting high prices for Orthodox works of art in Germany, Austria and 
Italy. During one week last November, police in the eastern city of Bialystok 
searched three cars travelling to Germany and found more than 30 valuable 
icons hidden under the seats. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.27 
Former WCC president to stand in Argentine elections 


By D. Sabanes Plou 
BUENOS AIRES--José Miguez-Bonino, a former World Council of Churches 
president, is to stand for election to Argentine’s Constituent Assembly. 


The assembly has the major task of reforming the country’s constitution. 


Miguez-Bonino, a WCC president from 1975 to 1983, and a member of the 
Evangelical Methodist Church of Argentina, will have seventh place on the list 
of candidates for the Frente Grande, a leftist grouping of organizations who 
Say their main concern is human rights. The Frente Grande, the third largest 
political force in Argentina, hopes to win 18 per cent of votes at the 10 
April elections for the Constituent Assembly. 


In a letter to his church explaining his decision to take up a political role, 
Miguez-Bonino said that the fact that he was listed among candidates for the 
Frente Grande did not mean that he was affiliated with that party as there 
were many other independent candidates on their list. He also pointed out 
"great similarity between the policies of the Frente and those which, as an 
Evangelical Christian, seem to me to be fundamental". 


"As Christians, we are the inheritors of ethical convictions on justice, on 
liberty, on human rights, which we must proclaim and uphold", he wrote. "As 
members of Evangelical churches, we demand the right to liberty and equality 
which the present constitution neither duly recognises nor guarantees." 


The constitution bars Argentine’s presidency to non-Catholics, and 
discriminates between churches, giving priority for financial and political 
support to the Roman Catholic Church, to which 85 per cent of the population 
belongs. The country’s Roman Catholic bishops have agreed that the requirement 
that the president be Catholic should be dropped. They have not commented on 
the financial support by the state, from general taxpayers’ funds, to their 
church. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.28 
‘Middle East churches must support integrated development’ 


AMMAN, Jordan--Churches in the Middle East should make an overview of their 
possessions and their human resources to assess how they can be used to 
promote balanced and integrated development in the region, according to 
recommendations from a consultation last month by the Middle East Council of 
Churches (MECC) and the World Council of Churches (WCC). 


Youssef Sayegh, an Arab economist, told the consultation, on the topic of 
Christian responsibility in economic life and development, that too much 
investment had been spent on "demonstration projects" which did not benefit 
the people. 


Deploring consumerism, Sayegh stressed that economic growth was not the same 
as development. The enormous economic growth in the region in the past 25 
years had not been followed by political reform. 


The economies of the region, Sayegh said, were dominated by a small elite, and 
Arab governments showed only limited openness and accountability. The low 
level of political participation resulted in a low level of commitment, so 
civil society needed to be strengthened. 


Arab integration combined with the pursuit of comprehensive development was 
the key to an increased quality of life in the Arab region, Sayegh said. 


Samuel Habib, of Egypt’s Coptic Evangelical Church, told the consultation that 
balanced development of the region required that people should first be 
trained for democracy. 


He encouraged churches to go beyond charity and engage in development. 


Constantine Patelos, a member of the WCC’s central committee, stressed that 
the Christian faith could not separate spiritual and social life. 


Echoing Habib’s words, the consultation partners described education as a 
priority for churches and not an optional part of their mission. Such 
education must emphasise the values of community, participation, justice and 
dignity, they said. 


Interfaith dialogue was an essential component of education in the Middle East 
while education programmes must be broad enough to encompass vital issues such 
as peace, environment and refugees, as well as the more traditional curriculum 
subjects. 


They recommended that the MECC establish a committee to study these issues and 
develop a policy on churches’ education for social and economic development. 


After the consultation, Rob van Drimmelen, WCC secretary for socio-economic 
issues, described the results as "a promising start for a distinct 
contribution to the ecumenical debate on the relationships between Christian 
faith and economic issues by churches in the Arab region which confess their 
faith in a region characterized by a unique historical reality". [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.29 
US church council rebukes Christian Coalition 


WASHINGTON--The US National Council of Churches has criticised the 
conservative Christian Coalition for using the word "Christian" in its 
opposition to President Bill Clinton’s health-care reforms. 


According to Religious News Service, the Christian Coalition, founded by 
evangelical broadcaster Pat Robertson, has announced that it will launch a US 
$ 1.4 million campaign to defeat the Clinton health-care proposals. The 
coalition, which maintains that the reforms will encourage health care 
rationing and abortions, intends to distribute 30 million protest postcards 
in evangelical and Roman Catholic churches for church members to send to their 
representatives in Washington. 


The National Council of Churches said in a "pastoral message" addressed to all 
people in the United States: "Once again, the term ‘Christian’ is being 
applied to blatantly partisan political tactics and ideological positions. 
Christians of a broader spirit are deeply offended." [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.30 
Three Christians honoured in international awards 


NEW YORK--Michael Novak, a US Roman Catholic known for his writings defending 
"democratic capitalism" from a Christian perspective, will receive the 1994 
Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion, writes Tracy Early. 


Novak, whose career included journalism and an academic appointment, is now 
based at a Washington think-tank, the American Enterprise Institute. An 
opponent of the Vietnam war and a political liberal in the 1960s, he switched 
to the neo-conservative movement in the 1970s. Since then he has argued that 
"democratic capitalism" helps the poor more than "socialist solutions" 
proposed by Latin American liberation theologians and others. 


Former British Premier Baroness Thatcher, one of the nine-member panel who 
selected the 1994 winner, wrote in her memoirs that Novak provided the 
"intellectual basis" for her policies. Ronald Reagan, when US President, 
appointed Novak ambassador to the UN Human Rights Commission. 


Given annually since 1973 and open to adherents of all religions, the prize 
was established by John Templeton, a Tennessee Presbyterian who made a fortune 
on Wall Street and now, at the age of 81, lives in the Bahamas. 


He established the prize, he said, because many of his friends were unaware 
of significant new developments in religion. He keeps the prize’s monetary 
value - this year £650 000 - above that of the Nobel prizes to demonstrate his 
belief that religion is more important than the areas they honour. 


The 1994 choice was announced at a New York press conference on 8 March. The 
Duke of Edinburgh will make the presentation in a private ceremony at 
Buckingham Palace on 4 May. A public event will be held the next day at 
Westminster Abbey, London. 


In STUTTGART the German government has awarded the Federal Cross to Swiss 
theologian Hans King for his ecumenical commitment. 


Making the award, Erwin Teufel, premier of Baden-Wurttemberg, said that Ktng 
had made an important contribution to dialogue between religions and to global 
ecumenism. 


The Agence de presse internationale catholique reported that the Federal Cross 
of Merit, first class, was given to the Swiss theologian on 2 March. Kling, who 
is now director of the Institute for Ecumenical Research at Tubingen, in 
Baden-Wurttemberg, lost accreditation as a Roman Catholic theologian in 1979 
because of differences over Christology and papal infallibility. 


In TOKYO Paulo Evaristo Arns, Roman Catholic cardinal of Brazil, has been 
named as this year’s recipient of the Niwano Peace Prize, given to individuals 
and organizations for significant contributions to inter-religious 
cooperation. 


At the presentation, to be held in Tokyo on 11 May, Arns will receive the 
Niwano Peace medal and a prize of 20 million yen (US $190 000). 


"The struggle to promote peace in our community is intrinsically an ecumenical 
or inter-religious one", Arns has written in his "recipient’s message", 
already released by the Niwano Peace Foundation. 


"Peace is seldom promoted in the abstract", said Arns, aged 72. "It is a 
relationship that is incarnated in the defence of the excluded of our world’s 
society - the refugees, the poor, the abandoned children, the homeless, the 
hungry, those who suffer from Aids, political prisoners, child prostitutes and 
all those who suffer abuse of their human rights." 


According to the Peace Foundation, Arns, who is archbishop of Sao Paulo, has 
been chosen for the award for his role in the democratisation of Brazil and 
because he is a "leading force in the promotion of human rights, as well as 
environmental conservation and development, in South America and other 
regions, from a non-sectarian standpoint". 


Among Arns’s many initiatives to promote human rights, the foundation singled 
out his efforts in Brazil to end torture and unjust imprisonment, and his 
campaign to stop the murder of street children. [over] 


awards/2 


Past recipients of the prize include, in 1983, Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Helder Camara, and, in 1986, Philip Potter, General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches from 1972 to 1984 [EPS 86.02.79]. 


The Niwano Peace Foundation was established in 1978 to contribute to world 
peace and to enhance culture through religion and peace promotion. A seven- 
member committee, including representatives of Buddhism, Islam and 
Christianity, chose Arns from hundreds of nominations. The foundation has an 
endowment of 3.75 billion yen which allows it to support research and 
international exchange based on religion and serving the cause of peace. 


Nikkyo Niwano, who set up the peace foundation, also founded Rissho Kosei-kai, 
a lay Buddhist organization. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.31 
Lutheran World Federation calls for swifter aid to ex-Yugoslavia 


GENEVA--The Lutheran World Federation (LWF), which has 114 member churches, 
has called on the United Nations to improve the use of sanctions against 
Serbia Montenegro to ensure the unhindered delivery of humanitarian aid and 
medical supplies in former Yugoslavia. 


Gunnar Staalsett, LWF general secretary, wrote to Boutros Boutros-Ghali, UN 
secretary-general, on 10 March urging him to "instruct those responsible for 
the sanctions regime to find ways to process more effectively and speedily all 
requests for humanitarian assistance and to facilitate their unhindered 
delivery to the people for whom they are intended". 


Staalsett also repeated the LWF’s opposition "to any settlement in the former 
Yugoslavia which can be seen as a moral acceptance by the international 
community of the concept of ‘ethnic cleansing’", and urged Boutros-Ghali to 
"support such solutions which build on the principle of respect for. .the 
integrity of recognized states and their multi-ethnic reality". 


He also pointed out that requests for permission for delivery of food and 
medicine took six weeks to process. 


"To expedite this procedure, I hereby ask the UN to give a certain number of 
humanitarian organizations authorization to deliver foodstuffs and medicine 
on the basis of their own assessment of the needs and according to procedures 
which may be agreed upon with the UN sanctions regime", Staalsett wrote to 
Boutros-Ghali. 


In COLOGNE, Christian, Jewish and Islamic theologians have called for an end 
to the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina, the German press service epd adds. 


There is no place for a "religious war" in present-day Europe, according to 
the statement, published this month. Members of all three religions should act 
in the name of their common God and protect human lives, it continued. 


Every day "human beings are being killed, women raped, children tortured and 
burned", the statement pointed out. 


Signatories to the resolution include the Rabbi Albert Friedlander (London) , 
the Imam Mehdi Razvi (Hamburg) and Christian theologians Hubert Frankenmolle 
(Paderborn) and Erich Zenger (Munster). [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.32 
Islam now third largest religious community in Germany 


BONN--Islam, with more than two million members, is now the third largest 


religious community in Germany, after the main Roman Catholic and Protestant 
churches, epd reports. 


Germany’s Commissioner for Foreigners, Cornelia Schmalz-Jacobsen, called for 
more intensive inter-religious dialogue, and appealed to the media to 
distinguish between Islam as a religion and fundamentalist minorities, 
according to epd. The report also proposed that Islamic religious education 
be offered at Germany’s state schools. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.33 
Polish newspaper denounces ‘’Schindler’s list’ 


By Jonathan Luxmoore 

WARSAW--A leading Polish Roman Catholic paper has sharply criticised 
Schindler’s List, Steven Spielberg’s new film about the Holocaust, accusing 
the American director of falsifying the historical record of Polish-Jewish 
relations. 


In a commentary, the church-backed Slowo:Dziennik Katolicki daily said that 
the film had "wrongly idealized" its main protagonist, the German businessman 
Oskar Schindler, who saved hundreds of Jews from Nazi concentration camps by 
giving them jobs in his Krakow factory. 


The internationally acclaimed film which opened in Polish cinemas on 3 March, 
was filmed on location in Poland last spring. 


Steven Spielberg attended premiéres of the film two weeks ago in Germany, 
Israel and Poland. Israeli President Ezer Weizmann was patron of the Tel Aviv 
premiére, which was attended by a number of Jews rescued by Schindler, as well 
as Premier Yitzhak Rabin. In Frankfurt, Germany, President Richard von 
Weizsacker, visibly moved, declined to comment as he left the screening. 


"The film portrays Schindler as a selfless actor in the Holocaust drama", the 
Polish daily said. "However, Spielberg seems to have been quite oblivious to 
certain important facts from Schindler's pre-war past". 


It claimed that Jewish survivors had testified that the businessman accepted 
large payments in diamonds for rescuing Jews, and had spoken out against his 
"exaggerated" modern portrayal as "good Nazi". 


The daily, which was given a personal church imprimatur by Poland’s Catholic 
Primate, Cardinal Jozef Glemp, a year ago, also referred to recent criticism 
of the film by the Jewish director Claude Lanzmann. It said Lanzmann, whose 
own films include the nine-hour dramatized documentary Shoah, had accused 
Spielberg of presenting Nazi officers sympathetically, "rather than as the 
wild animals which they were in reality". 


However, Spielberg had also presented a false image of Polish-Jewish 
relations, the commentary added, portraying Poles "through the prism of their 
hatred for Jews", in contrast to "this outstanding German". 


"At the end, we are informed that only 4000 Jews currently live in Poland, and 
that in comparison the generation of Jews saved by Schindler numbered 6000. 
It suggests that this one good German rescued more Jews than all the Poles put 
together", claimed Slowo:Dziennik Katolicki. 


The commentary also accused the film of "echoing Goebbels’ and the Soviets’ 
propaganda" by suggesting that in September 1939 Germany defeated Poland "in 
two weeks", whereas in fact the Poles had kept fighting until November. 


"Why did the Polish directors, actors and extras who participated in making 
this film not try to ensure the result was more honest to the Polish-Jewish 
wartime record?", the paper concluded. "Was it simply because Spielberg gave 
so much money to them, and encouraged them to think it might eventually open 
a path to Hollywood, that so many were persuaded to forget that one basic word 
- dignity?" [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.34 
18 million bibles distributed in 1992/93 


READING, England--More than 18 million bibles were distributed worldwide 
between 1 November 1992 and 31 October 1993, according to the United Bible 
Societies Scripture Distribution Report for 1993. 


The number of bibles distributed in the Asia-Pacific region was up by 12.9 per 
cent to 5 297 472, largely because of Bible production by the Amity Printing 
Press in China. 


In 1992/93 more than 1.4 million bibles were distributed in China by the China 
Christian Council. 


Almost 500 000 bibles were distributed in Africa in 1992/93. In Latin America, 
more than a million bibles were distributed in Brazil alone. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.35 
WCC calls for humanitarian access to Bougainville 


GENEVA--The World Council of Churches has urged the United Nations Commission 
on Human Rights to insist that the Papua New Guinea government permit access 
by international humanitarian and fact-finding missions to the island of 
Bougainville, caught in a military blockade. 


The WCC submission to the commission hearings in Geneva also criticised the 
continuing denial, by the PNG military forces, of humanitarian relief 
assistance to the victims of war on the island, particularly to those under 
siege in central Bougainville. The WCC pointed out that the prevention of 
humanitarian aid deliveries was in breach of international conventions. 


The WCC’s statement to the commission coincided with submissions to the 
organization by residents of Bougainville who said they had risked their lives 
to leave the island and come to Geneva. 


PNG. has:':.about, 1000. troops,.on;: the, island,.trying, to .-regains;control. sot 
Bougainville, whose residents want independence. For the past five years, 
Bougainville has been the subject of an armed struggle between the 
Bougainville Revolutionary Army and the Papua New Guinea Defence Forces. 


One of the Bougainville residents who came to Geneva, Ruby Mirinka, listed for 
EPS - and for the UN commission - the devastating effects of the military 
blockade on her fellow residents. 


Mirinka said that because many of the people of Bougainville had given up 
their homes long ago and were continually on the move to avoid PNG defence 
forces, "mothers give birth under the trees. It is not sterile, there are no 
drugs, no antibiotics, so a lot of mothers are dying from delivery in 
unsterile conditions". 


As they had no lamps, when women gave birth at night a burning stick was waved 
over them for light. 


Because people had to abandon their gardens for. fruit and vegetables when each 
time they fled, many people, especially children, were suffering from 
malnutrition, she said. Women often walked 12 hours a day to find food for 
their children. 


Moses Havini, the Bougainville interim government’s international 
representative, also addressed the UN commission and told EPS that if not for 
the aid that the PNG government received from the Australian government, PNG 
would not be able to continue the blockade. 


"PNG claims that this is an internal matter, but if Australia is involved, 
then it is an international matter", Havini said. 


In other submissions to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights in 
Geneva, the WCC said that "grave and systematic violations of human rights 
have been committed in Haiti in the last 12 months". 


According to the WCC’s oral intervention, "churches and ecumenical specialized 
agencies related to the WCC and to the Caribbean Conference of Churches have 
provided substantiated evidence of acts of harassment, intimidation, beatings, 
political killings, detention and instances of torture, perpetrated by members 
of the army and security forces, including the police and groups allied 
against civilians ... This renewed pattern of repression had its genesis with 
the violent overthrow of the government of democratically elected President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide." 


Repression in Haiti had reached new heights, with the brutal assassination 
late last year of two close associates of Aristide, the WCC said. 


The WCC called on the UN secretary-general, Boutros Boutros-Ghali to take 
steps to ensure that the security and human rights of the Haitian people be 
guaranteed and that cases of violations of human rights be brought to court. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 94.03.36 
Azerbaijan president boosts ecumenical peace initiative 


GENEVA--President Haidar Aliev of Azerbaijan has offered encouragement to 
ecumenical organizations and religious leaders trying to foster an end to 
hostilities over Nagorno-Karabagh. 


"The resolution of some political problems is beyond the reach of 
politicians", Aliev told representatives of the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) and the Conference of European Churches (CEC) during a visit to Baku, 
the capital of Azerbaijan, this month. "Do not underestimate the role of 
spiritual leaders, it is central", he said. 


A meeting with Armenian leaders is likely to be held later this month as the 
WCC and CEC continue their efforts, through religious leaders in the region, 
to foster peace and bring Azeri and Armenian leaders to the negotiating table. 


Azerbaijan and Armenia have been in dispute over the region of Nagorno- 
Karabagh for several years. The loss of life on both sides has been severe 
[EPS 94.02.22]. More than 7000 Azerbaijanis have died in fighting since 
December. 


The ecumenical organizations have had continuing contact with Vasken I, 
Supreme patriarch of the Armenian Apostolic Church, and with Armenian 
government leaders. There have also been fruitful meetings with Sheikh Ul- 
Islam Allah Shukur Pashazade, head of the Azerbaijan Muslim community. 


Dwain Epps, of the WCC’s commission of the churches on international affairs, 
and Hermann Goltz, representing CEC, visited Baku on the invitation of Sheikh 
Ul-islam Pashazade. 


On his return to Geneva, Epps said the visit had achieved all that CEC and wcc 
had hoped for. Sheikh Ul-Islam Pashazade had believed that it was important 
for the ecumenical representatives to meet Aliev, and a meeting was arranged. 


"This being a predominantly Muslim country, it was good that the government 
leader was able to meet us", said Epps who, with Goltz, spent one-and-a- 
quarter hours with Aliev. 


"We emphasised that our efforts with the churches [to end the conflict] are 
a comparatively small contribution, that governments must take the decisions 
to which he [Aliev] responded: ‘Don’t be so modest’," Epps told EPS. 


"With regard to the situation [in Nagorno-Karabagh], he [Aliev] used quite 
moderate language, he was careful and polite, direct in the sense that he 
spoke of the terrible tragedy to the Azerbaijani people. 


"He said it was important that the fighting stop and negotiations start." 


Aliev said to Epps and Goltz that peace talks in Moscow in February had come 
to nothing after Armenia had failed to send representatives to Moscow this 
month for follow-up talks. 


The WCC and CEC are putting proposals to both sides, taking up some elements 
of a declaration in February last year after a meeting of Vasken I and Sheik- 
Ul-Islam Pashazade in Montreux, Switzerland [EPS 94.02.24]. 


"We want to give as much information as possible, in a non-biased way, of the 
steps taken [to promote negotiation and peace], because the Montreux 
declaration awakened great hopes around the world", Epps said to EPS. "There 
was a great delay [after the Montreux declaration], but we want people to know 
there is strong support from all sides for this ecumenical initiative." 


Epps told Aliev that the WCC was committed "to working with religious leaders 
of the two sides until justice is done - that is something that is unique in 
our role ... that we don’t just go and visit for a day, we establish long- 
standing commitments to help people achieve peace with justice for all." 


The proposals by the WCC and CEC include an immediate cease-fire, the 
protection of hostages and release of prisoners on both sides, and an 
international humanitarian fund called for at the Montreux meeting. 


Epps, possibly with a CEC representative, will go to Armenia later this month 
to continue the efforts for a peaceful solution to the conflict. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.37 
WCC to send ‘Eminent Persons’ to South Africa’s elections 


GENEVA--Kenneth Kaunda, former president of Zambia, and Robert Runcie, former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, are to lead a World Council of Churches (WCC) visit 
by 10 "Eminent Persons" to South Africa as part of a solidarity mission during 
the April elections. 


Rigoberta Menchu Tum, 1992 Nobel Peace Prize laureate, will also be part of 
the team of church leaders and senior officials linked with the ecumenical 
movement. 


Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, issued his 
invitations after an appeal from the South African churches for the 
"ecumenical family world-wide" to continue to stand by them as they promote 
peace with justice in their country. 


The team intends to observe the electoral process and developments in South 
Africa. 


The WCC also expects the group to confer with the Panel of Religious Leaders 
for Electoral Justice, established by the religious communities in South 
Africa. 


The members of the Eminent Persons team are: Dr Kenneth Kaunda, former 
president of Zambia; Lord Runcie, former Archbishop of Canterbury; Dr Joan 
Campbell, general secretary, National Council of Churches in the USA; Dr 
Feliciano Carino, general secretary, Philippines National Council of Churches; 
Professor Ninan Koshy, former director of the WCC Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs; Dr Ian Linden, general secretary, Catholic Institute 
for International Relations (UK); Bishop Gunnar Lislerud, Bishop of the Church 
of Norway; Ms Rigoberta Menchu Tum, 1992 Nobel Peace Prize Winner; Dr Baldwin 
Sjollema, former director of the WCC Programme to Combat Racism; Dr Barthold 
Witte, chairman of the German Evangelical Commission for Southern Africa. 


The Eminent Persons team will visit South Africa from 22 April to 3 May. 


They will divide into small teams to observe proceedings in different parts 
of the country during polling, re-assembling in Johannesburg after 28 April 
to conclude their mission and to make public their findings. 


This will be the third Eminent Persons group to visit South Africa for the 
wcc. The first was in September 1992 and the second in July 1993. Archbishop 
Sir Paul Reeves of New Zealand led both teams. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.38 
‘Arbitrary’ arrests in Ethiopia criticised 


GENEVA--Gunnar Staalsett, general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, 
has criticised a "series of arbitrary arrests and detention" in Ethiopia, in 
a letter sent on 21 March to Meles Zanawi, the country’s interim leader. 


He demanded action by the Ethiopian government to rectify the situation. 


Staalsett warned that there could be "a recurrence of another cycle of 
violence" unless the situation was checked. 


"A culture of tolerance and rule of law are necessary ingredients for any 
democratic process", he wrote. "Without them, democratic institutions will 
become stifled and cannot take root and grow." 


Staalsett visited Ethiopia in January to discuss human rights issues with 
representatives of the Ethiopian Human Rights Council, the Mekane Yesus 
evangelical and Ethiopian Orthodox churches, the transitional government and 
non-governmental organizations. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.39 
Ecumenical team criticises ‘irregular’ elections in El Salvador 


SAN SALVADOR--A team of observers, sponsored by the World Council of Churches 
and other ecumenical organizations, has denounced "serious irregularities" in 
elections in El Salvador which took place on 20 March, the first since the end 
of the civil war in 1992. They demanded that the authorities rectify these 
teregularities. before the, second round of voting on 24 April. 


With 49.26 per cent of votes in the presidential election, Armando Calderon 
Sol, the ruling Arena party’s candidate, failed to gain the overall majority 
that would have guaranteed outright victory. 


Ruben Zamora, presidential candidate for the left-wing coalition supported by 
the FMLN guerillas, claimed the result was a clear victory for the opposition. 


"We have defeated Arena for the first time, because their strategy was based 
on winning in the first round", he said, according to the Guardian newspaper. 


In a statement published in San Salvador on 25 March, the ecumenical team 
spoke of "anomalies extensively observed". Many voters with valid registration 
cards were not included on the electoral registration list, and other 
registered voters were not sent voting cards in time to vote, they said. 


The observers also said that the "relative complexity" of the electoral 
process "made voting especially difficult for those people who cannot read or 
write", and resulted in many abstentions which created a "lack of credibility 
in the electoral process". 


The 40-member ecumenical team, which included Heinz-Joachim Held of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), a former moderator of the WCC central 
committee, was sponsored by the Lutheran World Federation, the Latin American 
Council of Churches and the US National Council of Churches, as well as the 
WwcCc. 


"Whoever emerges as the victor from the elections has a special responsibility 
to promote and deepen a democratic spirit", Held and the other EKD delegates, 
including Hamburg Bishop Maria Jepsen, said on their return to Germany. El 
Salvador had to "find a practical way of combining the aim of economic growth 
with the general principles of social justice", they said. 


The German team pointed to polling stations which often late, the late arrival 
of election material, cramped conditions in polling stations, insufficient 
guarantees for an absolutely secret ballot, insufficient training for 
returning officers, difficulties of transporting voters from outlying areas 
to polling stations, and hour-long queues to vote, as examples of the 
difficulties that took place during the election. 


Peggy Heiner, a United Methodist missionary nominated by the US National 
Council of Churches as part of the monitoring team, reported problems of 
intimidation and inadequate voter registration. According to United Methodist 
News Service, Heiner said she had been told of intimidation by the military 
and owners of large farms who were trying to influence the election result. 
Heiner, who was stationed in a village two hours northeast of San Salvador, 
said that voting in the village plaza proceeded slowly because many voters 
could not read. 


Legislative and municipal elections were held at the same time as the 
presidential elections. The observers said the "peaceful and civil spirit that 
the people of El Salvador demonstrated during the actual elections" was "a 
promising sign that the Salvadorean people know how to assume their role as 
agents of peace and democracy, in their struggle on the path to reconciliation 
and justice". 


In the run-up to the elections, Medaro Gomez Soto, a bishop in El Salvador’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, indirectly warned citizens against voting for the 
Arena party. A party which did not deserve victory could win because it could 
Manipulate electors by its economic strength, he said in a sermon in San 
Salvador. 


The church observers were sent to El Salvador after the recommendations of an 
ecumenical delegation for peace which visited El Salvador in April 1993. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.40 
‘Theological arrogance’ is out, says WCC official 


GENEVA--Visions of Christian mission and conversion which adopt the 
terminology of military conquest, political domination or economic 
exploitation are no longer valid, a World Council of Churches (WCC) official 
has told a Christian-Jewish conference in the United States. 


"This theological arrogance has played its last cards", Hans Ucko told 78 
Christian and Jewish scholars and officials at the Center for Christian-Jewish 
Understanding (CCJU) in Fairfield, Connecticut, this month. 


The meeting was held to assess missionary methods of Protestant groups 
targeting the Jewish community. 


Ucko, the WCC secretary for Christian-Jewish relations, told the conference 
that, for the most part, the mainline Protestant churches had abandoned 
aggressive campaigns seeking converts. 


"Mission which sees itself as carrying the Truth with a capital ‘T’ to the 
world, or claims the mandate of alone saving out of darkness and the right to 
dismiss the religious experience of the other, will never affirm dialogue in 
any other way than as a means of securing better access to the other", Ucko 
said. 


"The old days of mission as theological arrogance are gone", he said. "Mission 
and conversion are legitimate terms in all religions, but they must be freed 
from affinities with military conquest, political domination and economic 
exploitation." 


Ucko emphasised that Christian "exclusiveness, displacing other religions, 
must be abandoned ... It is no longer through our doctrinal formulation on God 
or Christ, but rather through our collective human search for meaning and 
sacredness that the universe of faiths can be adequately understood." 


He also told the conference that Christian-Jewish dialogue no longer needed 
a "chambre séparée" (separate room), but should take place in the midst of the 
ecumenical movement. 


On return to Geneva, Ucko told EPS that the "total rethink" of Christian 
attitudes to Jews in recent decades had been "prompted by what happened in 
Christian Europe to a third of the Jewish population of Europe. That led to 
soul-searching, first among the churches most concerned with Shoah [the 
Holocaust] and that in turn led to encounters with Jews and the discovery that 
Judaism has its own integrity. 


"Many churches", said Ucko, "have come to realise that the Covenant of God 
with the Jewish people continues, and that the living tradition of Judaism is 
a sign of God’s faithfulness." 


Since the early 1970s the World Council of Churches has been engaged in 
dialogue with Jewish organizations, mainly through an umbrella institution, 
the International Jewish Committee for Inter-religious Consultations (IJCIC), 
formed by five Jewish organizations in the United States, Israel and Europe. 
The Vatican is engaged in a similar dialogue. 


While the dialogue with IJCIC has had its ups and downs, as well as 
limitations, particularly in the early 1990s, the dialogue’s prospects seem 
to be improving now. 


In August 1992 the WCC invited wider dialogue with the Jewish community. 
Ucko’s visit to the Center for Christian-Jewish Understanding this month was 
a result of that opening by the WCC to the wider Jewish community. 


CCcJU, based at the Roman Catholic Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, tries 
to promote dialogue with Christians including discussion of theological 
issues. It also tries to inform Jews of significant and welcome changes in 
recent years in Christian attitudes to Judaism. 


During this month’s conference at CCJU, Walter Wurzburger, an Orthodox Jewish 
scholar and professor of philosophy at Yeshiva University, said: "As a rabbi 
and a Jew, it is my task to teach and preach, enabling my people to understand 
and maintain their Judaism and to be loyal. (over) 


‘theological arrogance’ /2 


"Yet Judaism has universal values that I would like to share with others. This 
must be accomplished without seeking converts, a practice Judaism, for the 
most part, has never followed. 


"Yet", said Wurzburger, "we must limit our relationships and communication to 
acceptable faiths. We cannot accept paganism or ’anything goes’ in the name 
of religion as legitimate religious bodies." 


Joseph Ehrenkranz, CCJU administrative director and a prominent figure in 
Orthodox Judaism, announced at the conference that similar forums would be 
held in Los Angeles, Chicago, Miami, Atlanta, Cleveland and Boston. He also 
said that CCJU would hold conferences with the World Council of Churches to 
discuss theology. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.41 
Africa’s Reformed churches ‘must give rights to women’ 


By Paraic Réamonn 

NAIROBI--Reformed churches in Africa must work for the full partnership of 
women and men in church and society, according to participants at a 
consultation in Limuru Conference Centre, near Nairobi, from 7 to 14 March. 


The consultation, organized by the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) , 
brought together 66 people from 25 African countries. They sharply criticised 
the oppression of women in Africa, including oppression by churches. 


Some churches recognized only spiritual needs, which they often met poorly, 
the participants said. 


Other churches suffered from power-hungry leaders and undemocratic 
structures. There was a lack of honesty and a questionable use of the Bible 
to excuse the exclusion of women in the church and their marginalization in 
society. 


"Even if the men call you to a meeting to discuss things", one woman said, "at 
the end they tell you what is going to happen." 


Churches in Africa must play a prophetic role, participants insisted. They 
must be active politically, and campaign for just social policies. 


Churches which do not at present ordain women should follow other members of 
the Reformed family in doing so. Laywomen and men, as well as candidates for 
the ordained ministry, should be given the opportunity to study theology. 
Women’s church organizations should challenge church leaders to take 
partnership seriously. 


The consultation was the first such gathering of Reformed men and women in 
Africa, and the first in a series of regional meetings to be organized by the 
WARC partnership programme, the Programme to Affirm, Challenge and Transform 
(PACT). 


The keynote address was given by Nyambura J. Njoroge, of the Presbyterian 
Church of East Africa, executive secretary of PACT. Other speakers included 
Rose Zoé-Obianga (Eglise presbytérienne camérounaise), a vice-president of the 
All Africa Conference of Churches. 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches links over 70 million Christians in 
188 churches of Presbyterian and Congregational origin in 93 countries around 
the world. 


It has 45 member churches in Africa — 24 English-speaking, 17 francophone and 
4 Portuguese-speaking. 


In addition, the Dutch Reformed Church (South Africa) has still to be 
readmitted to full membership. 


It was suspended 12 years ago, following a declaration by the WARC General 
Council (Ottawa, 1982) that apartheid is a sin and the theological 
justification of apartheid is a heresy. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.42 
Polish minority churches seek assurance on rights 


By Jonathan Luxmoore 

WARSAW--The Polish Ecumenical Council (PRE), which groups the seven largest 
Christian denominations after the predominant Roman Catholic Church, has asked 
the government to ensure equal rights for the country’s religious minorities 
after the expected ratification of Poland’s Concordat with the Vatican. 


In an appeal to the Prime Minister, Waldemar Pawlak, the PRE proposed a joint 
commission with the government to monitor and protect the activities of 
Poland’s 33 registered non-Catholic confessions. As a precedent, it cited the 
work of a similar commission in Italy. 


The Polish-Vatican Concordat, signed in Warsaw on 28 July 1993, has the status 
of an international treaty, and is Eastern Europe’s first since a series of 
Similar historic agreements were cancelled by the region’s post-war communist 
governments. 


Its 29 articles extend an earlier church-state "basic law" of May 1989, and 
reaffirm the Roman Catholic church’s rights to draft religious education 
programmes for state schools, as well as to appoint military chaplains, and 
"obtain and possess" property. 


In addition, the Concordat lists seven Catholic feasts as state holidays, and 
gives equal legal validity to church and civil marriages. It states that 
catholicism is professed by "most Polish citizens", while noting that church 
and state are each "in their own field, independent and autonomous". 


It also commits them to co-operate "for the development of the human being and 
common good". 


Several minority churches complained last summer that they had not been 
notified of the Concordat’s contents, and asked the government to insert new 
clauses reinforcing minority rights. 


They also objected that the treaty could confer a "privileged position" on the 
Roman Catholic Church by making it a subject of international law. 


Although a separate domestic agreement was signed in 1992 with Poland’s 
million-strong autocephalous Orthodox church, other smaller communities are 
Still awaiting similar decrees. 


On 16 February, a commission of the Polish Sejm (lower house of parliament) 
approved a government-drafted bill to guarantee the rights of the Evangelical 
Augsburg (Lutheran) and Reformed churches, which claim 92 000 and 5000 members 
respectively. However, further changes were reported to be needed to clauses 
covering taxation and property issues. 


Opposition to the Concordat has come from the co-governing Democratic Left 
Alliance (SLD), which gained more than a third of the Sejm's 460 seats at last 
September’s election. 


Some SLD leaders have argued that the treaty could pre-determine parts of the 
country’s constitution, which has still to be enacted. 


However the Pawlak government announced this month that it was submitting the 
Concordat for ratification. 


Asked about the demands for minority guarantees, vice-premier Aleksander 
Luczak said that any changes made to Poland’s existing freedom of conscience 
law as a result of the Concordat would apply to all religious associations. 


However, the head of Poland’s Office for Religious Cults, Marek Pernal, said 
that the Pawlak government was not currently planning similar full-scale 
agreements with other confessions. 


The Polish Ecumenical Council, which has 14 regional offices, groups the 
Evangelical Augsburg, Reformed, Methodist and Orthodox churches, as well as 
the Baptist, Polish-Catholic and Old Catholic and Mariavite communities. Lis 
president is the Lutheran bishop, Jan Szarek. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.43 
Sydney Anglicans move towards lay presidency 


By Stephen Webb 

SYDNEY--The Anglican Diocese of Sydney this month became the first Anglican 
diocese in the world to order legislation allowing lay people and deacons to 
preside at Holy Communion. 


Sydney’s action has also given a boost to moves in other parts of the world- 
wide Anglican Communion to have lay people and deacons preside at Holy 
Communion. However opponents of lay presidency, especially in the United 
Kingdom, are ready to fight any proposals for lay presidency, which they claim 
would "devalue the currency of the priesthood". 


The Sydney diocese, which is strongly evangelical, is often opposed to 
Australia’s other Anglican dioceses. Already there have been some "unofficial" 
instances of lay people presiding at Holy Communion in Sydney. However the 
diocese has been critical of the ordination of women priests in Australia. 


A Sydney synod motion requesting the synod’s standing committee to bring 
legislation for lay presidency to its October 1994 session was passed on 8 
Marchriwithaehbitttermopposition: wrThe” process : is’ to i betlundertaken Vin» ‘full 
consultation with the Archbishop of Sydney, Harry Goodhew who, in his 
presidential address to synod last October, raised several questions about lay 
presidency and church order. 


He asked what it would mean for the ordained ministry if lay people, already 
permitted to baptise, marry, preach and conduct funerals, were allowed to 
preside at Holy Communion. 


At present only ordained priests and bishops can consecrate the bread and wine 
at the Lord’s Supper. Sydney synod in 1985 endorsed the principle of lay 
presidency. In 1987 it received a report accepting that there were no 
doctrinal objections or legal impediments to lay presidency and in 1993 it 
heard there were in fact significant doctrinal reasons for lay presidency. 


The mover of this month’s motion, Barry Newman, a lay preacher, said that not 
allowing lay presidency would perpetuate "an unnatural and improper division 
in the people of God". He said it was inconsistent to have lay people preach 
but not preside at the Lord’s Supper. 


Stuart Piggin, Master of Robert Menzies College, at Macquarie University in 
Sydney, opposed the resolution, saying it would "devalue the currency of the 
clergy". 


Newman told EPS the move for lay presidency faced two main schools of 
Opposition. One group thought it improper because Holy Communion had special 
religious significance, so only a priest should preside. The other thought it 
would lower the "market value" of the Anglican Church. 


Newman said that not only was current practice making an improper distinction 
between preaching the Word of God and administering the sacraments, but also 
between presiding at baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 


Some opponents of lay presidency had an improper view of the mediating work 
of Christ in his death on the cross, he said. Responding to the objection 
that there would be nothing to make clergy "special", he said that lay people 
could do almost anything else, and it was extraordinary that the distinction 
lay in one small point. 


He said the issue should be argued on theological grounds, and people should 
be courageous and argue for what they believed was true. 


Newman said there would be safeguards for the proposed practice: the 
archbishop would need to license those presiding, while parish councils and 
people in charge of parishes would have to give their assent. Given those 
safeguards, he did not think the practice would be widespread. Deacons with 
non-parish ministries and youth groups were most likely to find it helpful. 


Asked if the new legislation would simply be formalising existing practice in 
some parishes, Newman said there had been lay presidency at some rare 
"Meetings", as distinct from classic church prayer book services. He denied 
that the legislation was intended as a "back door" method of resolving 
problems associated with Sydney diocese’s refusal to ordain women as priests. 
[over] 


sydney anglicans/2 


Some supporters of women’s ordination saw the diminishing difference between 
the orders of deacon and priest as a positive move. Others, however, thought 
it would be argued that there was no need to bother ordaining women if.they 
already had most priestly powers. Sydney diocese’s objection to women’s 
ordination, however, is mostly due to scriptural injunctions. relating to 
headship: women cannot be in charge of parishes. 


Piggin told EPS it was hard to argue against the proposed legislation on 
theological or democratic grounds. But his own study of growing denominations 
had identified the importance of having a distinctive clerical class. 


He saw the push for lay presidency as a result of clergy’s desire to 
clericalise the laity: "They think the church is doing what clergy do. But it 
takes laity away from focusing on their job in the world." 


The most important factor in the future of the legislation was Goodhew’s 
sensitivity to accentuating differences between Sydney and Australia’s 23 
other dioceses. Norman Kempson, the diocesan archdeacon of the neighbouring 
Bathurst diocese, said the proposal to introduce lay presidency would be a 
major change with implications for the whole Australian church. 


"It is certainly a radical departure from the widely-held understandings of 
Anglican ministry", Kempson said. Many in the Anglican Church believed the 
person who presided at the Eucharist should be the "president" or leader of 
the congregation. 


"Would the lay person have the same sense of authority as an ordained priest 
in the mind of a typical person on the street?" he asked. Newman also admitted 
that disorder would be a problem, but he added: "If you think your view is 
correct .and..significant,.. you, are, obliged,.to .follow it...vYou, capt spend. no 
difficulties created by being out of step with other people." [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.44 
Clandestine ordinations in Vietnam possible 


HANOI--Roman Catholic bishops in Vietnam are considering ordaining priests 
clandestinely because the government is refusing to grant approval for 
GLficial ordinations. 


Until now, the Roman Catholic church has avoided secret ordinations to reduce 
confrontation with the government, but, according to the Hong-Kong based Asia 
Focus, bishops believe that pastoral needs are critical. The Vietnam 
government has allowed few ordinations in the past 20 years. 


A bishop in the north of the country plans to ordain 20 priests this year, 
with or without government permission, Asia Focus reports. 


A high-level Vatican delegation led by Claudio Maria Celli, of the Vatican’s 
foreign office, which met Vietnamese officials at the beginning of March, 
helped a process of "détente" between the two sides, according to the 
Vietnamese press. 


Shortly before the visit, Vietnam’s prime minister, Vo Van Kiet, rejected 
"Vatican interference in the nomination of Vietnamese bishops and priests" as 
"irreconcilable with [Vietnam’s] national sovereignty", adds the press 
information centre CIP in Antwerp. The Vatican has been trying to fill the 
vacant bishoprics of Hanoi and Hue. 


About seven per cent of Vietnam’s population of 71 million people are Roman 
Catholic. Five of Vietnam’s 25 dioceses have no bishop because the government 
disapproved of Vatican proposals. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.45 
‘Lift Libyan sanctions’ says Vatican 


ROME--The Vatican wants sanctions against Libya lifted because, according to 
a Vatican spokesman, "Sanctions do not aid the cause of peace, but promote 
despair and violence". Agence de press internationale catholique reports that 
Jean-Louis Tauran, Vatican "foreign affairs minister", said during an official 
visit to Tripoli this month that the sanctions, imposed by the United Nations 
in 1992 after Libya failed to hand over to investigators two men accused over 
the Lockerbie bombing, caused suffering to the Libyan people. [EPS]. 


EPS 94.03.46 
Sarajevo archbishop rebukes international community 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Sarajevo, Vinko Puljic, has 
criticised the international community, during a visit to North America this 
month to seek political and humanitarian support, for contributing to the 
ethnic division of his country. 


In meetings with John O’Connor, cardinal archbishop of New York, and the UN 
secretary general, Boutros Boutros-Ghali, and other officials, as well as 
local Croatian communities, Puljic asked for help to avoid the permanent 
partition of Bosnia and for assistance in reconstruction. Like most Bosnian 
Catholics, the archbishop of Sarajevo, capital of Bosnia-Herzegovina, is 
Croat. 


"The international community has contributed to the ethnic division of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and has failed to uphold fundamental moral and legal norms, 
thereby legitimising aggression and the lack of respect for fundamental human 
rights", he told an audience in New York with his vicar general, Mato Zovkic, 
serving as interpreter. "It would be a tragedy now and in the future if force, 
violence, aggression and crime were legitimated by a partition along ethnic 
lines". 


Puljic said that the Geneva office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees arranged for him to fly out of Sarajevo on a relief plane on 5 March 
and return on another on 26 March. After a week in Canada, he came to the 
United States for talks in Chicago, New York and Washington. 


Puljic was interviewed on 18 March, the day when President Bill Clinton 
supervised the signing of a federation agreement between the Bosnian Muslim 
and Croat regions, and another agreement to link the federation with Croatia. 


The archbishop expressed support for the federation, and said he hoped the 
Bosnian Serbs, who controlled 70 per cent of the territory, would join. 
Although they had not indicated any willingness to do so, he expressed 
confidence that the international community, or even the US alone, could 
persuade them. 


Condemning the injustice of forcing people from the land where they had been 
born and built their churches, Puljic said his diocese now contained only 
about a quarter of the Catholics who used to live there. He claimed that the 
news media have failed to report adequately on atrocities committed by the 
Serbs. 


He acknowledged that some atrocities had also been committed by Muslims and 
Croats. He said that he had condemned them as crimes also. He claimed they 
could not be placed on the same level as those of the Serbs, who, he said, 
were clearly the aggressors. 


In November 1992, Puljic participated in a meeting of Muslim, Orthodox and 
Catholic religious leaders from the former Yugoslavia brought together in 
Switzerland by the Appeal of Conscience Foundation [EPS 92.12.05]. However, 
in New York he said this and other such meetings had borne little fruit. 


During his visit he met Arthur Schneier, a New York rabbi who is founder and 
president of the Appeal of Conscience Foundation. He suggested to Schneier 
that a meeting of religious leaders from all communities be organized in 
Bosnia. Although Orthodox bishops had declined to meet Catholic bishops in 
Bosnia, they might attend a meeting organized by a neutral outside agency, he 
said. 


Sarajevo would be the best place for the meeting, but he would be willing to 
go to a Serb-controlled area, he said. The Serbian Orthodox bishop in Sarajevo 
at the time the war began had left and later died, and his successor had not 
yet taken up residence there, he said, adding that Serb bishops are now only 
in Serb-controlled areas. [EPS] 


eps 94.03.47 
Seminary head removed in ‘political’ dispute 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--The abrupt firing in the United States of a conservative seminary 
president confirms that the conflict of recent years within the Southern 
Baptist Convention is "more political than theological", according to a pastor 
in New York who is a leader of the denomination’s moderate opposition. 


Russell Dilday Jr, president of Southwestern Baptist Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas, since 1978, was dismissed by trustees on 9 March, and the locks on his 
office door immediately changed. The trustees accused him of embarrassing 
the seminary by refusing their "golden parachute" offer of voluntary 
retirement, and thereby forcing board action against him. 


"The firing of Dilday shows that what the people who gained power in the 
Southern Baptist Convention have been doing was more political than 
theological", said David Waugh, pastor of Metro Baptist Church in Manhattan 
and a member of the co-ordinating council of the Co-operative Baptist 
Fellowship (CBF). 


The CBF was formed by the more liberal Southern Baptists, commonly called 
"moderates" since many of them are not liberal by outside standards, as a 
separate channel of support for missionaries and other causes. 


Towards the end of the 1970s, fundamentalists, or "conservatives" as preferred 
by some who consider "fundamentalist" pejorative, began a successful effort 
to tighten their grip on the denomination. They placed people committed to 
their principles of biblical fundamentalism and social conservatism on trustee 
boards. Dilday’s opposition to these measures put him in conflict with some 
Southwestern trustees, he but was personally conservative enough to remain 
largely immune to allegations of unorthodoxy. 


When he was fired, the trustees at first gave no reason, but in a statement 
on 11 March they spoke of "irreconcilable differences" and in another on 21 
March they made further general charges of "mismanagement" and "doctrinal and 
policy differences" that created "gridlock". Dilday denied any defiance of 
board policy. 


Although the seminary is said to be the largest seminary in the world, its 
trustees said an enrolment decline from 5070 in 1985-86 to 4022 for 1992-93 
indicated a lack of effective leadership. 


It has been claimed that Dilday’s refusal to cancel a college invitation to 
a former Southern Baptist official who had switched to the Co-Operative 
Baptist Fellowship was another factor irritating the trustees. R. Keith Parks, 
former head of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board and now CBF missions 
co-ordinator, had been engaged as this year’s commencement speaker while still 
in his former post. 


Presnall Wood, editor of the Baptist Standard, official weekly of Southern 
Baptists in Texas, wrote that Dilday was popular in the state, and the trustee 
action could widen the gap between Baptists there and the national structure. 
Dilday was conservative, the editor said, and his troubles with the trustees 
were not about belief in the Bible but "denominational politics". 


Baylor University, a Baptist-related institution in Waco, Texas, plans to 
begin offering a theological degree programme for ministers this autumn, and 
could now attract more support from people unhappy with Southwestern. 


David Wilkinson, a CBF spokesman, told EPS that the action against Dilday had 
brought CBF an immediate and dramatic increase in inquiries, particularly from 
pastors who were Southwestern graduates. 


The CBF, Wilkinson said, did not favour a complete split to form a separate 
denomination. But he said SBC leaders were putting increasing pressure on 
people supporting his organization, and "it may be done for us". Dilday’s 
firing "helps to clarify the issues", he said [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.48 
Poles, Germans and Jews seek reconciliation 


By Jonathan Luxmoore 

WARSAW/AUSCHWITZ--A joint delegation of Polish and German Roman Catholic 
bishops is to join Jewish organizations from around the world in commemorating 
the fiftieth anniversary, next January, of the liberation of the Auschwitz 
concentration camp. 


During a meeting in March at Auschwitz’s newly-opened inter-faith Centre for 
Dialogue and Prayer, co-organized by the German Church’s Ecumenical Commission 
and the Polish Episcopate’s Commission for Dialogue with Judaism, church 
representatives said a joint anniversary pastoral letter would also be issued, 
in the first initiative of its kind. 


"If the Holocaust against Jews in the heart of Christian Europe poses a 
challenge to Christian consciences", the meeting’s communiqué noted, "then it 
does so even more for the churches of these nations whose members committed 
the Holocaust, and on whose lands the Holocaust took place." 


In an interview, Bishop Stanislaw Gadecki, the newly-elected Polish Commission 
Chairman, said the Auschwitz meeting had marked a "promising step forward". 


However, the "total contrast" between Polish and German views of the 
Holocaust, he added, required closer religious co-operation. 


"Until now, dialogue on the Shoah [Holocaust] has taken place from a Polish- 
American perspective, since Poland itself has very few religious Jews left to 
speak with", Gadecki said. 


"But the main problems concern our position as neighbours to the Germans. The 
Jewish-Polish-German triangle is what is most important." 


The bishop, who studied Christian-Jewish relations in Rome and Jerusalem, as 
well as undertaking work at Chicago’s Spertus College of Judaica, said the 
anniversary pastoral letter would be prepared at further meetings in Gniezno 
and Berlin. However, he stressed that the discussions in March had shown 
that differences over various aspects of the Second World War were "even more 
pronounced than previously realized". 


Asked about current rumours that the Pope might be planning to attend next 
January’s commemoration personally, Gadecki said this was "unlikely". However, 
if an invitation was issued, the final decision would depend on the Pope, who 
is widely expected to visit the nearby Polish town of Skoczow in May 1995, 
after canonising a Czech saint, Jan Sarkander (1576-1620), at Olomouc in 
Moravia. 


The Auschwitz meeting is the latest of several to have dealt with Polish- 
German-Jewish relations, in the wake of revived nationalist and ethnic 
tensions in the region. Polish and German Catholic priests have discussed 
cross-border pastoral work at several meetings in Zgorzelec and Gérlitz. On 
1 March, Germany's ambassador to Poland also held talks with Catholic church 
leaders in Warsaw. 


Among other recent initiatives, the Polish and German governments have 
extended a programme, launched three years ago, to ensure the upkeep and 
preservation of war graves on their respective territories. The German War 
Graves Association, set up by the Bundestag, has over 15 000 Polish graves in 
its care, although the Polish authorities have previously insisted this covers 
only a small proportion of Poles who died in German captivity. 


There are 2256 registered German military cemeteries in Poland dating from the 
First and Second World Wars. Two new cemeteries are planned this year in 
Przemysl and Poznan. 


Commenting on the mid-March Auschwitz meeting, Poland's Gazeta Wyborcza daily 
newspaper said that the Polish-German church initiative could be compared to 
a historic reconciliatory letter sent by Poland’s Catholic bishops to their 
German counterparts in 1965. 


"Yet, by also referring to the Jews, the document planned next January will 
have even greater stature", the paper added. "The voice of Christian Europe 
will be heard in the very place where the Holocaust happened." [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.49 
Yearbook records stable membership for biggest US churches 


NEW YORK--Membership of the 10 biggest denominations in the United States was 
fairly stable from 1992 to 1993, according to figures released this month in 
the Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches 1994. 


The biggest percentage increases in membership were recorded by the National 
Baptist Convention USA (a rise of 2.5 per cent to membership of 8 200 000), 
the Mormons (a rise of 2.16 per cent to 4 430 000) and the Roman Catholic 
Church (a rise of 1.63 per cent to 59 220 723). 


As the US census does not ask about religious affiliation, the publishers of 
the yearbook claim that it is the best "near-official" record. Some 
denominations estimate their membership, while others keep detailed records. 


In Canada membership of three of the 10 biggest denominations fell, with the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada registering the biggest drop (5.1 per cent). 


Inclusive memberships of 10 biggest US church bodies 


Church body 1994 Yearbook 1993 Yearbook % change 
Roman Catholic Church Be 2B AE 58 267 424 1,63 
Southern Baptist Conv. 15 358 866 1 Sen ese + SAT, 0.83 
United Methodist Ch. 8_ 726m 951* 8, -7-8:9, 101 One? 
Nati ..Bapt. Conv: USA 8 200 000 8 000 O00 Zui 0 
Church of God in Christ 5 499 875 5499..875 -- 
Evang. Luth. Ch. in Am. 5 234 568 5-245. 1d7 0.20 
Latter-Day Sts/Mormon 4 430 000 4 336 000 2.16 
Presbyterian Ch. (USA) cM iets ie at I) cle bY =) 0. ba 
Af. Meth., Episc. Church... 3,..500 000 3 500 000 -- 
Nat. Bapt,, Conv... Ofw Ame 4.0500 0.00 3. 500 000 oT 


Source: Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches 1994. 
*Source: United Methodist News Service. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
EPS 94.03.50 
Women pastors proposed 
SIBIU, Romania--The Consistory of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Romania 
will recommend to its church assembly that the church ordain women as pastors, 
with the same rights and duties as their male colleagues, the German press 
service Ostkirchliche Information reports. This would allow the first female 


theology students, who began their studies in 1989, to take their final exams. 
[EPS] 


EPS 94.03.51 
Churches ‘contribute to Aids stigma’ 
LONDON - George Carey, Archbishop of Canterbury, has condemned the 
"indifference and rejection" of many Christians towards people suffering from 
Aids and has called on people of all faiths to try to understand the problems 
of the Aids pandemic "without self-righteous moralising". According to the 
Guardian newspaper, the Anglican leader told an inter-faith conference on Aids 
and sexual health this month that the churches had contributed to the stigma 
attached to Aids. "We may inadvertently obstruct the prevention of disease 
though alienating people from sources of advice and help", Carey said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.52 
‘Christ is a girl’ 
VIENNA--Christ is a girl - at least in the passion play being staged in the 
Austrian village of Paudorf. Sabine Siebenhandl, aged 15, took the main role 
when no boy could be found to play Jesus, the Frankfurter Rundschau reports. 
"When I am acting, I completely forget that I ama girl", Sabine said. Whether 
or not local Roman Catholic bishop, Kurt Krenn, said to be one of Austria’s 
more conservative bishops, is happy with the casting remains to be seen. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.53 
Right to life 
BRATISLAVA--The Slovakian Bishops’ Conference (Roman Catholic) has spoken out 
against the re-introduction of the death penalty in Slovakia. Every human 
being has the right to life, and society must not take the life of a condemned 
person, who could still repent, the German Roman Catholic news agency KNA 
reports. Although there are no proposals in parliament to re-introduce the 
death penalty the question is the subject of a public debate. [EPS] 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


EPS 94.03.54 
Reconciliation later 
PARIS--Ceremonies in June to mark the 50th anniversary of the Normandy 
landings in Europe do not need to reconcile wartime enemies, the French 
president, Fran¢ois Mitterrand told leaders of the French Protestant 
Federation during an official meeting on 17 March. Germany’s chancellor, 
Helmut Kohl, has been vexed at Germany’s exclusion from the high-profile 
ceremonies, scheduled for 6 June 1994. The 50th anniversary of the armistice, 
8 May 1995, would be the opportunity for a ceremony of reconciliation, he told 
the church leaders. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.55 
Parliament to quiz archbishop 
LONDON--A committee of Britain’s House of Commons will cross-examine the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, in April about losses in a series of 
disastrous property deals by the Church of England’s financial commissioners. 
Members of Parliament are probing the effects of the losses on Anglican 
parishes, 11 300 clergy and a similar number of pensioners. It is the first 
time that an archbishop of Canterbury has been summoned to give evidence to 
a parliamentary committee, the London Independent newspaper reports. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.56 
Copt concern 
CAIRO--Egypt’s Coptic Christian Community has voiced its concern over the 
shooting on 11 March of five people, including two priests, at the gates of 
Muharrag Monastery, 30 kilometres north of the militant stronghold of Asyut. 
The attack is reported to have shaken the country’s eight million Copts who 
now fear that this could mark the beginning of an escalation of violence 
against them. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.57 
Protestants should ’examine’ papacy 
GENEVA--A leading Reformed theologian has called on protestants "to examine 
much more carefully" whether a form of papacy could provide "the focus of the 
international fellowship of Christians". Writing in Reformed World, Bernard 
Thorogood, former general secretary of the United Reformed Church in the UK, 
admits that "there will be complaints of disloyalty as soon as the topic is 
raised" and that "the illiberal and centralising character of the current 
papal regime make this a difficult question". However, Jean Calvin, the 
founder of the Reformed churches, rejected the papacy not because "there 
should not be a single focus of unity in Rome but because the office had 
become wholly corrupted", claimed Thorogood. Reformed World is published by 
the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed Churches. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.58 
New general secretary 
FULDA, Germany--Margot Kassmann, a member of the executive and central 
committees of the World Council of Churches has been elected new General 
Secretary of the German Evangelical Kirchentag [Church Congress]. The 
Kirchentag, which takes place every two years, attracts thousands of 
participants from Germany and beyond, and is a significant forum for dialogue 
between church members and politicians. The next Kirchentag will take place 
in Hamburg, 14-18 June 1995. Kassmann is a member of the Ecumenical Commission 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) and has been a member of the 
Presidial Assembly of the Kirchentag since 1985. At present, she is Director 
of Studies at the Evangelical Academy in Hofgeismar. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.59 
Moving bishops 
LONDON--Anglican Bishop of Peterborough Bill Westwood wants to swap his 
bishop’s palace for a normal suburban house. He told journalists in March that 
in the light of the financial difficulties of the Church of England he could 
not justify the costs of his residence, which dates from the time when bishops 
were also important secular rulers. Meanwhile, in HAMBURG epd reports that 
Protestant Bishop Maria Jepsen, who drew criticism earlier this year when her 
church announced that it had bought a DM 1 million house as her official 
residence, is to move into a four-room apartment in a Hamburg suburb. [EPS] 


EPS 94.03.60 
Ecutext: Prayer for South Africa’s elections 


On 28 March the general secretary of the World Council of Churches, Konrad 
Raiser, released a letter, calling for a special prayer for South Africa’s 
elections, to the WCC’s 324 member churches around the world. The following 
is an extract from the letter: 


Dear Friends, 


The people of South Africa will go to the polls next 26-28 April to take part 
in the first free and democratic elections ever held in that country. The 
Central Committee [of the WCC] and the member churches in South Africa have 
asked that the ecumenical community around the world include in their worship 
services on Sunday, 24th April a prayer for peaceful and fair elections. The 
suggested wording for such a prayer which we include here has been prepared 
by our colleagues in South Africa. We hope you will use it in your own 
services on April 24th and disseminate it as widely as possible 


A PRAYER FOR SOUTH AFRICA 
Sunday, 24 April 1994 


God of the ages, God of goodness, God of compassion, God of hope and 
liberation, God of peace and love and joy! 


We meet today in wonder and praise that after the long years of struggle South 
Africa stands on the threshold of a new era. We praise You for the gifts of 
faith and perseverance which have brought the people of South Africa through 
the years of pain and darkness and death still believing in healing and light 
and life. 


We remember before You with grief and with thanksgiving, those who gave their 
lives for liberation but did not see it themselves. They gave and did not 
count the cost; they fought and did not heed the wounds; they toiled and did 
not ask for rest; they laboured and did not ask for any reward save that of 
knowing that others would be given new life. 


Their vision was not dimmed despite the pangs of poverty; despite the lack of 
opportunity and resources; despite imprisonment and harassment; despite the 
contempt of others and their own failures: they have been Your light to South 
Africa. 


Guide the people of South Africa to choose what is best for Your people. Give 
them the courage to resist intimidation. Grant them tolerance towards those 
with other opinions; willingness to accept the expression of a democratic 
choice; and the grace to recognise that political opponents are not their 
enemies, but sisters and brothers through whose shared views Your will may be 
done. 


Send Your light through the storms of controversy so that the people of South 
Africa might rejoice in a government of national unity where all voices are 
heard. Grant wisdom to the leaders; responsibility and accountability to the 
representatives; and commitment to those who must translate the policies of 
Parliament into programmes of the people in all South African communities. 
Inspire them with Your vision of unity. 


Grant the people of South Africa the spiritual strength to banish poverty, 
disease, ignorance and hate. Give them the ability to live together in peace 
through grace, self-sacrifice, tolerance and love. 


Through Christ our Lord we ask it. [EPS] 
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EPS 94.04.01 
wcc ‘cannot expect Roman Catholic Church to join’ 


By Stephen Brown 

GENEVA--Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of Churches has 
told journalists in Geneva that while he "rejoices" about good working 
relations with the Vatican, he knows "from long-standing experience that we 
cannot expect the Roman Catholic Church to join the WCC". 


Speaking at a press conference on 28 March, Raiser said that there had been 
suggestions that the WCC would "progressively lose influence" without the 
Roman Catholic Church in membership. 


The Roman Catholic Church, with 850 to 900 million members, has never been a 
member of the WCC but there is co-operation on many levels between the two 
organizations, including a joint working group which initiates and assesses 
collaboration between them. Most Protestant, Orthodox and Anglican churches 
are WCC members. 


Raiser said that the different structures of the Roman Catholic Church, which 
is organized at the world level, and the WCC, which is a fellowship of 
nationally-organized churches, made it difficult to imagine the Roman Catholic 
Church in WCC membership. 


Accepting that the Roman Catholic Church was unlikely to join the WCC could 
be a "liberating" experience, said Raiser, freeing one froma "bad conscience" 
that the Roman Catholics were not members of the WCC. 


Raiser said that the WCC had a "vocation to search for more inclusive ways to 
express the fellowship of churches worldwide. The WCC has always underlined 
that it is ready to sacrifice its own institutional existence to make possible 
a more inclusive structure." However, the present situation would not justify 
such a step by the WCC. 


In response to other questions, Raiser said that the WCC took seriously the 
question of links with secret security services in Central and Eastern Europe 
under the former Communist regimes which have been alleged recently in the 
press. However, it was "not prepared to participate in polemics and counter- 
polemics". 


The WCC was examining relevant material in its own archives and collecting 
further information where necessary, he said. The WCC hoped to examine 
material from the former East Germany through an arrangement with the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). "It is a laborious process to gather 
information, and memories are not without contradiction", Raiser said. 


However, the situation in Germany was different from that of other countries 
in Central and Eastern Europe, he said. The other countries had not 
disappeared, said Raiser, referring to East Germany’s incorporation into the 
Federal Republic of Germany. "Often it is the same people in the same 
positions in the security services [in other parts of Central and Eastern 
Europe]", he said. 


"We only have - from the archives of the KGB - material which the KGB has 
chosen to make available." 


Raiser paid tribute to the work of peace-making and conflict resolution 
undertaken by the WCC, pointing to activities in Africa, Central Asia and 
Latin America. Churches could play a significant role by "providing reliable 
information" to each of the parties in conflict about the other party’s 
intentions. 


The churches had to be ready to mediate "before violence breaks out", he said 
and to develop "early-warning systems". "More and more preventive [measures] 
will take our time", he said. 


Of South Africa, Raiser hoped "elections can take place in a manner which 
deserve the qualification ‘free and fair’. South Africa was in desperate need 
for a new order of legitimacy." He warned that political forces may try to 
"co-opt" elements of "civil-society" and said the churches had a "potentially 
very significant" role to defend the space of civil society. [EPS] 


| EPS 94.04.02 
Thousands, including priests and nuns, dead in Rwanda violence 


KIGALI--Thousands of people, including priests and nuns, have been killed in 
fighting which has gripped Rwanda after the country’s president was killed in 
a plane crash, along with the president of neighbouring Burundi, in the 
Rwandan capital Kigali on 6 April. 


According to the Rwandan ministry of defence, the plane was shot down by a 
rocket as it began its descent to Kigali airport. 


Kigali descended into chaos after the deaths, with presidential guards and the 
police killing the Rwandan Prime Minister, Agatha Uwilingiyimana, and the 
killing of United Nations personnel and thousands of civilians. A church 
official spoke of churches being "full of people seeking shelter". 


Reports claimed that guerrillas from the rebel Rwandan Patriotic Front were 
marching on the capital. 


Eleven african nuns, and eight african priests, three of them Jesuits, were 
killed, according to a spokesman at Jesuit headquarters in Rome. Three Belgian 
Jesuits had been spared, he said. Another report referred to six priests and 
nine nuns being killed in Kigali itself and to six priests.and a nun killed 
in the town of Nyundo, in the northwest province of Gisenye. 


The World Council of Churches has called on the people of Rwanda and Burundi 
not to respond with renewed acts of terror and ethnic warfare to the killing 
of the two presidents. 


The Rwandan Patriotic Front is made up of minority ethnic Tutsis which had 
opposed President Juvenal Habyarimana, who comes from the Hutu majority that 
has long dominated Rwandan politics. They were to be brought into a 
transitional government under a peace pact signed last August to end three 
years of civil war. 


Burundi’s capital was reported calm after the plane crash. Ethnic fighting in 
Burundi has killed an estimated 100 000 people since the assassination of 
Burundi’s then-president, Melchior Ndadaye, in October. 


The two presidents who died in the plane crash were returning froma regional 
summit in Tanzania aimed at putting an end to the ethnic strife in their 
countries. 


"The potential for the ethnic conflicts in Rwanda and Burundi to spill over 
into the wider region, exacerbating tensions in neighbouring countries cannot 
be ignored", Konrad Raiser, WCC general secretary, said in GENEVA. 


Raiser said that the WCC was "shocked, deeply saddened and alarmed" at the 
news of the deaths of President oD ae Ga Ntaryamira of Burundi and President 
Habyarimana of Rwanda. 


The WCC has tried to help the churches in Rwanda and Burundi to overcome the 
long legacy of ethnic strife, and to establish stable, democratic, multi- 
ethnic governments. 


Raiser offered the churches continued support and appealed to _ the 
international community not to abandon peoples long plagued by social and 
political chaos, as well as misery and massive violence. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.03 
Call to restore Haitian democracy 


NEW YORK--Leaders of the National Council of Churches in the United States and 
of the council’s six historic black member churches have called on the US 
president, Bill Clinton, to restore Haiti’s democratically-elected government 
and to grant asylum to Haitians seeking refuge from the violence in Haiti. In 
other developments, Agence France Presse reports that exiled Haitian 
president, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, has cancelled a 1981 refugee agreement 
between Haiti and the US because it is being violated by a US policy rejecting 
all Haitian boat people. The AFP report also said that Aristide had rejected 
the latest US plan for Haiti because it failed to set a date for his 
reinstatement and called for the lifting of international sanctions against 
Haiti before his return. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.04 
Bank ‘fraud’ could cost US church council millions 


NEW YORK--The National Council of Churches (NCC) in the United States has 
appealed to the Czech president, Vaclav Havel, and suspended two of its 
employees following a case of international fraud connected to a Prague-based 
bank. 


The fraud could cost the NCC up to US$ 8 million, earmarked for health 
insurance premiums for retired employees. 


The NCC, based in New York, has 32 US denominations in membership which 
together have about 48 million members. 


The $8 million were invested in "prime bank certificates" purporting to be 
issued by the Bank of Bohemia in Prague to attract foreign investment to the 
Czech Republic. 


The International Herald Tribune reported on 18 March that the United States 
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) had warned that about $600 million 
of "possibly fraudulent" securities had been issued in the name of the Bank 
of Bohemia, and that investors were unlikely ever to see their money again. 


According to the IHT, the chairman of the Bank of Bohemia, Arnost Klesla, 
agreed to issue the prime bank certificates after suggestions by a group of 
foreign investors. The project ran into trouble when a group of unidentified 
partners allegedly began trading photocopies or forgeries of the certificates. 


The NCC’s general secretary, Joan Brown Campbell, and other NCC leaders 
visited Prague from 21 to 24 March, to deliver by hand a letter.to Havel 
eppealing tor his “strong direct encouragement™ for the bank .to “settle our 
claims both quietly and agreeably". 


She said the NCC had "not given up hope of recovering the money". 


The NCC’s finance director, Robert Soong, and human resources director, Emilio 
Carrillo, were suspended from their duties on 25 March, pending a special 
audit of council finances by international accountants Coopers and Lybrand. 
Gampbell said that according to NCC policy the suspension "does not imply 
wrong-doing". 


According to the NCC, Carrillo arranged to place the investment, but failed 
to follow normal NCC investment practices. Soong, his superior, knew about the 
investment, but relied on Carrillo’s judgement and failed to challenge the 
investment, the NCC claims. 


NCC lawyers have obtained an injunction against an investment firm in London, 
which handled the NCC’s investment, but which, by mid-March, had transmitted 
only $4 million of the NCC’s total investment to the Prague bank. According 
to the IHT, the NCC’s total investment was $12 million. 


According to the NCC, bank chairman Klesla has said that the Bank of Bohemia 
had now cancelled all of the prime bank certificates, except those issued to 
the NCC. 


In a message to NCC officers, member churches and staff, Campbell claimed that 
"no programme, no pension, no salary and no designated funds were involved" 
in the "troubled investment". Although the investment represented a 
substantial part of the pooled resources used for future health insurance 
payments for retired staff, the NCC claimed there are adequate resources to- 
pay 1994 health care premiums for retired employees. 


The NCC delegation met representatives of the Bank of Bohemia and of the Czech 
National Bank, as well as Czech church leaders. 


"All we seek is the cancellation of the transaction and the recovery of our 
$8 000 000, without interest or penalties", Campbell wrote in her letter to 
Havel. 


"A positive resolution of this matter through the full restoration of our 
funds can serve to demonstrate the credibility and integrity of the banking 
life being developed in your country", she wrote. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.05 
Anglo-French talks offer prospect of ecumenical advance in Europe 


By Stephen Brown 

GENEVA--Church of England and French Lutheran and Reformed church 
representatives have reached "considerable agreement" during their first 
formal talks in March, held in Versailles, participants have told EPS. 


The aim of the talks is to work towards the full visible unity of the church, 
increase fellowship between the Church of England and French Lutheran and 
Reformed churches, and to reach a formal accord outlining areas of agreement, 
shared visions of full visible unity and practical steps to increase 
cooperation between the churches. 


However, the talks could also help progress towards wider fellowship between 
European Anglicans and other protestant churches, and may give a new impetus 
to ecumenical progress in Britain. 


The French churches requested the talks after the Church of England reached 
an accord with German Lutheran, United and Reformed Churches - the so-called 
Meissen Agreement, ratified in 1991. The French churches are already in full 
communion with the German signatories to Meissen following the Leuenberg 
Agreement which European Lutheran and Reformed Churches signed in 1973. 


"We wanted to explore whether the Meissen Agreement could be extended to 
include Lutheran and Reformed Churches in France", Jean Arnold de Clermont, 
one of the French Reformed participants in the talks, told EPS. 


Mary Tanner, Secretary for Christian Unity of the Church of England and also 
moderator of the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches, 
and French Lutheran theologian André Birmelé, gave keynote introductions. 


According to de Clermont, the French and the English church representatives 
were "surprised about the degree of theological convergence" during the 
Versailles meeting. They reached "considerable agreement" after examining the 
Meissen text clause by clause. A drafting committee will meet in February 1995 
to prepare a text to be discussed at a full meeting in June 1995. 


However, the meeting "did not come much further on the question of a 
hierarchical episcopacy" de Clermont said. French Lutheran and Reformed 
churches could not go as far as some Nordic Lutheran churches in reaching 
agreements with Anglicans on episcopacy because of their "experience and 
history", he said. 


De Clermont cited European developments, such as the Channel Tunnel linking 
Britain and France scheduled to open this year, as a reason to seek talks with 
the Church of England. A more significant reason, however, might be the 
denominational landscape in France. Until now the Church of England has looked 
to the French Roman Catholic Church for contacts, and has signed a formal 
agreement on parish twinning and exchanges with Roman Catholics. Some French 
Reformed and Lutherans have felt left out of these links. 


For its part, the French Reformed Church has close links with the United 
Reformed Church (URC) in the United Kingdom. De Clermont denied that the 
Anglo-French talks would have a negative effect on existing Reformed contacts 
across the Channel. A URC observer had been present in Versailles and the ERF 
hoped to organize a meeting with the URC to discuss the talks "to demonstrate 
that we are not hiding anything under the table", he said. 


Fleur Houston, the URC observer at the meeting told EPS she hoped the Anglo- 
French talks might "give an impetus for ecumenical developments in the UK". 


Guy Lourmande, secretary of the French Episcopal Commission for Unity (Roman 
Catholic), also attended the talks as an observer, but de Clermont did not 
think the talks "will mean progress with the Roman Catholic Church in France". 


The Anglo-French talks have a wider European significance. The General 
Assembly of the Leuenberg Churches in Vienna in May, at which a Church of 
England Bishop, Stephen Sykes, is to give a keynote address, is to discuss 
ways of increasing fellowship with European Anglicans. Its secretary, Werner 
Huffmeier, also attended the Versailles talks as an observer. 


The talks were co-chaired by Christopher Hill, a member of the Church of 
England Council for Christian Unity and Werner Jurgensen, president of the 
Standing Council of the Lutheran and Reformed Churches in France. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.06 
Anglicans denounce inequalities, announce Lambeth Conference 


LONDON--Senior Church of England bishops, led by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
George Carey, have stepped into the political firing line after comments at 
the Easter weekend about social inequalities in Britain. 


An Easter sermon by Carey, in which he spoke of the "Shameful widening of the 
gap between the least well off people in our society and the rest" drew 
immediate criticism from Ann Widdicombe, a junior minister in Britain’s 
conservative government who has recently converted to Roman Catholicism from 
the Church of England because of her opposition to the ordination of women as 
priests. 


"IT am very glad that I was sitting in [the Roman Catholic] Westminster 
Cathedral hearing the holy Easter message and not in Canterbury listening to 
a party political broadcast", she said. 


Carey was supported, however, by David Jenkins, Bishop of Durham, himself no 
stranger to political controversy. In a radio interview, Jenkins claimed that 
Widdicombe, like "so many other Tories [conservatives]", was fleeing from "the 
reality of the command to love your neighbour in a practical and down-to-earth 
way". 


In his Easter sermon, Carey said he was "conscious that there is a danger that 
deep social divisions are becoming more entrenched in our own society. 


"A very substantial majority are cut off from a reasonable share of 
opportunities, hope, status, security and prosperity. Christians can never 
rest content with such a state of affairs", he said. 


Carey drew further criticism from conservatives when a London newspaper, the 
Daily Telegraph, reported Carey as saying that Britain is "a fragmented, 
divided society which has lost its empire ... a pretty ordinary little nation, 
and yet we don’t realise it". 


A Conservative Party vice-chair, Patrick Nicholls, called the interview 
"complete waffle". Carey’s comments were "reducing the Church of England from 
being a national church to a slightly derided sect", he said. 


Carey’s office claimed the archbishop had been quoted "unedited and out of 
context" and said he had "a very high regard for his country". The interview, 
which is intended to appear in a book later this year, had been given on 
condition that the text was submitted for editing before publication, his 
office said. 


In a separate development, Carey announced that the next Lambeth Conference, 
the meeting of all the bishops of the Anglican Communion, will take place in 
Canterbury in 1998, writes Robert Nowell. Lambeth conferences take place every 
10 years. The year before the conference, in 1997, the Church of England will 
celebrate the 1400th anniversary of the arrival in Kent of Augustine as first 
archbishop of Canterbury. 


Carey has invited 12 bishops representing the main regions of the Anglican 
Communion to advise him on how the conference should be planned. "I want the 
agenda to respond to the real issues facing people in the dioceses, so that 
the conference can be a source of inspiration to the church in years to come", 
he said. | 


In 1998, for the first time, women bishops will attend the Lambeth Conference. 
So far there are five in the Anglican Communion, three in the United States, 
one in Canada and one in New Zealand. Others may be appointed over the next 
four years. It is not yet known, however, whether any bishops opposed to the 
ordination of women will boycott the conference in protest at the presence of 
women bishops. 


All diocesan, suffragan and assistant bishops of the Anglican Communion, 
together with all the bishops of the United Churches of India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh are invited to the conference - a total of about 800. 


The cost of the conference is estimated at £1 562 000 (US$ 2 343 000). A 
development officer is being appointed to raise funds to enable all the 
bishops of the Anglican Communion to attend. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.07 
Central American churches forge new ways ‘to be the church’ 


By Edmund Doogue 

GENEVA--"The churches in Nicaragua and Guatemala are finding a new way to be 
the church", according to Marta Palma, a member of a World Council of Churches 
(WCC) delegation to Central America last month, which discovered churches and 
ecumenical bodies pioneering new ways to relate faith to everyday life. 


The delegation was led by Konrad Raiser on his first visit to the region since 
becoming WCC general secretary in January last year, and included Palma, WCC 
central committee member and pastor, Carlos Sanchez, and Charles Harper, a 
consultant on human rights for the WCC. They met church leaders, politicians 

and representatives of other religions. At public events, Raiser and the 
delegation received an enthusiastic welcome from Christians involved in 
ecumenism and other church work. 


Raiser was visiting Central America after a visit to the Caribbean churches 
and before attending the United States conference of the WCC in Chicago. 


Palma, WCC executive secretary for Latin America and the Caribbean, and 
Harper, interviewed by EPS on their return from Central America to Geneva, 
strongly praised the spirit and initiatives of the Central American churches, 
despite massive social problems in both Nicaragua and Guatemala. 


"These are churches that are rolling up their sleeves, they are in their 
communities, not above their communities", said Harper. 


Churches in Nicaragua and Guatemala are working to solve massive social, 
economic and political problems which are largely the result of long-running 
conflicts. 


"The two countries are in social crisis", said Harper. "There is a 32-year war 
in Guatemala. Nicaragua faces poverty because of two wars, the Sandinista 
revolution, then, immediately following that, the 10-year contra war. This 
debilitated the economy, creating great poverty, and the government elected 
three years ago has been given no help by international financial 
institutions. 


"During our visit we saw that the International Monetary Fund was being very 
hard on the [Nicaraguan] government because of mismanagement, but the IMF did 
not take into account the local conditions", Harper said. 


"Coming into this situation, Konrad Raiser was able to see a vigorous church 
community dealing with problems and coming up with solutions like agricultural 
survival plans, projects to help the victims of conflict, and other schemes." 


"In both countries there is a strong sense of hope", said Palma. "In 
Nicaragua, there is 60 per cent unemployment - that’s the official rate - and 
you can imagine the impact this has on families. But still there is hope. 


"We visited the Moravian Church in Nicaragua, on the Atlantic coast. They have 
strong insights into the political and economic problems, and a very simple, 
very clear idea of sustainable development ... In Quezaltenango [in Guatemala] 
there was a high level of theological reflection based on their reality." 


Palma said that Raiser’s visit to Nicaragua’s Atlantic coast and to 
Quezaltenango, areas not often seen by international visitors, helped to win 
the respect of the local Christian communities. 


Among the achievements of the Central American visit, Palma and Harper 
mentioned a visit by the delegation, in the company of church representatives, 
to meet Nicaragua’s president, Violeta Chamorro. Local churches made use of 
the visit to Chamorro to express concerns about several local issues. 


The local Baptist church and other churches, with the support of the WCC, 
expressed concern to Chamorro about moves by a lay Catholic organization, 
Ciudad de Dios (City of God), to have the constitution changed to allow Roman 
Catholic religious instruction in public schools. 


The Moravian church, again with WCC support, raised with Chamorro their 
concern about a government decision to allow access - by transnational timber 


corporations - to a forest reserve in southeast Nicaragua, which is home to 
the indigenous Sumu people. [over] 


central america/2 


The churches told Chamorro that the decision would cause severe ecological 
damage. Chamorro, who met the WCC delegation and church representatives for 
an hour, took note of the comments. 


In Guatemala Raiser also met three Mayan priests who asked for respect for 
their religious tradition and explained to the WCC delegation how their faith 
was linked to daily life and culture. 


Of the churches in Central America which the delegation visited, Palma said: 
"They are developing a new way to be the church, in solidarity with the poor." 


Harper stressed the impressive development of both the historic churches in 
the region and the independent, pentecostal churches. 


Of the Pentecostal, Mennonite and Assemblies of God churches, he said: "They 
are W004 omall..to be, members of . the: WCC, ~but..-they. want .tto -be ppart.of ,the 
ecumenical movement. They have new women leaders, lay and clergy. We met them 
in many settings, not only church settings. These churches are independent, 
not to be identified with the fundamentalist [North] American groups. They are 
not ideological conduits for America." 


Harper said that as a result of working with the poor and facing severe social 
problems, the mainstream churches "are becoming converted by the Spirit". [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.08 
Pioneer of European ecumenism dies 


GENEVA--Glen Garfield Williams, the first general secretary of the Conference 
of European Churches (CEC), has died in Geneva, aged 70. For over a quarter 
of a century he worked to establish closer relations between European 
churches. 


Williams, who trained for the Baptist ministry in Cardiff, Wales, was CEC 
executive secretary from 1961, and general secretary from 1968 to his 
retirement in 1986. The Geneva-based Conference of European Churches, which 
groups some 115 Orthodox, Anglican, Protestant and Old Catholic Churches from 
all countries of Europe, was founded in the 1950s at the height of the Cold 
War. 


Williams began his work in Geneva as the Europe secretary in the Inter-Church 
Aid department of the World Council of Churches in 1959 before agreeing to 
work for CEC, encouraged by Visser ‘t Hooft, then WCC general secretary. 


Jean Fischer, the CEC’s present general secretary, paid tribute to Williams, 
describing him as the "architect and director of the transformation of the 
Conference of European Churches from an occasional meeting of church leaders 
into a flexible, dynamic and lively body". 


Under Williams’ leadership, the Conference of European Churches organized 
numerous meetings and consultations, balanced to include Europeans from East 
and West, and from large and small confessional groups. 


"It was during these years that Glen’s talents as a mediator and a diplomat 
turned out to be invaluable, not only for holding together the churches from 
the East and West, but also in widening and consolidating the community of the 
churches which together were looking for ways to heal the physical and 
Spiritual wounds in the peoples and churches of Europe caused by two world 
wars", Fischer told EPS. 


In 1964 political tensions made it impossible for delegates from East Germany 
to obtain visas for the CEC’s fourth conference in Denmark. Williams refused 
to allow the conference to take part without the German delegates and 
eventually chartered a ship to allow the meeting to take place in 
international waters on the North Sea. 


Williams established and expanded relations with the Roman Catholic Council 
of European Bishops’ Conferences (CCEE), co-operation which culminated in a 
joint service of reconciliation in 1984, and which led to the European 
Ecumenical Assembly, jointly sponsored by CEC and CCEE, in Basel in 1989. 


Fischer said: "Glen Garfield William’s vision was of a united Europe and his 
conviction was that the churches of this continent had a particular 
responsibility in the process of European reconciliation." [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.09 
Tutu calls for ‘effective policing’ after Johannesburg killings 


JOHANNESBURG--South African Anglican archbishop, Desmond Tutu, has issued an 
appeal for effective policing following the killing of dozens of people in the 
streets of Johannesburg's central business district on 28 March, South African 
Anglican News reports. 


Police said that 18 people died during the violence which erupted during a 
march in support of demands for a sovereign Zulu kingdom in South Africa. 
Other estimates of the death toll went as high as 50. 


Many people were killed when anonymous snipers on the roofs of office blocks 
opened fire on the marchers. Others died when guards at the headquarters of 
the African National Congress opened fire, believing the building to be under 
attack. 


Tutu appealed to the police "to behave like a proper police force" for "their 
own sakes, for the sake of our children and for the sake of the future of our 
COUnbiaves: 


The police "should take pre-emptive action and disarm those who carry weapons 
of any sort in a public place", he said. 


Tutu: warned "all political groups" that "marches and demonstrations are 
potentially dangerous in this present climate". 


"We hope they will not take the sort of actions which are-known to have the 
potential of igniting already volatile situations", he said. 


In a message after the killings in Johannesburg to the National Council of 
Churches in the United States in NEW YORK, Bernard Spong, of the South African 
Council of Churches, asked for continued support for the election process. 


"We ... know that the God who kept us through the years of apartheid will 
continue to keep us through the turmoil of change to a new South Africa", he 
wrote, according to the United Methodist News Service. 


"We believe that, and we need you to stand with us in our belief. Do not let 
your TV news of bloodshed and hurt blind you to the reality of the many, many 
people, the vast majority of people, who are striving and longing for peace 
with justice", he continued. 


"IT remain, despite the gunfire of today, a prisoner of hope", Spong concluded. 


In a separate development, church leaders in the violence-torn Natal region 
of South Africa called for South African troops to be deployed in the region 
in the run-up to the elections. The call came before the announcement by South 
Africa’s president, F.W. de Klerk on 31 March of a state of emergency in 
Natal. 


There has been a dramatic increase in incidents of violence in the region in 
recent weeks. More than 270 people died in political violence in March alone, 
according to the International Herald Tribune. The African National Congress, 
led by Nelson Mandela, and other parties are urging the region’s electors to 
vote in the South African election this month, while the Inkatha Freedom 
Party, led by Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, is advocating a boycott. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.10 
Pope John Paul II’s plea for Jerusalem 


ROME--Pope John Paul II has expressed a wish that "with the approach of the 
year 2000, Jerusalem will become the city of peace for the whole world, and 
a meeting place for all people, especially the followers of religions which 
look to the legacy of Abraham". Agence de presse internationale catholique in 
Fribourg, Switzerland, quotes an interview given by the Pope to the American 
magazine, Parade, in which the Roman Catholic leader speaks of his hopes for 
Jerusalem and his observations, as a young man, of Jews in Poland during the 
Second World War. He described how, as a worker in a quarry near Cracow and 
then as a cleaner in a chemical factory, he watched Nazi round-ups of Jews and 
non-Jews. The Pope said that he regretted not being able to do anything to 
save the Jews being arrested for transport to extermination camps. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.11 
Serbian church leader ‘ready to meet Pope in Sarajevo’ 


By Jonathan Luxmoore 

WARSAW--The head of Serbia’s majority Orthodox church would like to meet Pope 
John Paul II in Sarajevo in May, according to an American peace activist who 
met Patriarch Pavle in Belgrade. 


The activist, Jim Douglass, said Serbian Orthodox church leaders had even 
mentioned 15 May as a possible date, when all 35 Serbian Orthodox bishops 
would travel to the Bosnian capital in a new peace initiative. 


The Vatican made no comment on the Serbian proposal. However, the Pope first 
expressed a readiness to visit Sarajevo after appointing an archbishop, 
Francesco Monterisi, to be the Vatican’s ambassador to Bosnia in June 1993 and 
receiving a personal invitation from the Bosnian president, Alija Izetbegovic, 
the same month. 


‘Several Catholic leaders have undertaken tours of the war-torn former Yugoslav 
republic, including Roger Etchegaray, the cardinal who chairs the Vatican’s 
Justice and Peace Commission. Etchegaray travelled to Sarajevo twice in 1993. 


In a rare interview last year, Pavle said he had rejected the Pope’s January 
1993 invitation to joint peace prayers at Assisi under pressure from the 
Serbian church’s governing synod. However, he confirmed he was willing to meet 
the Pope if other Orthodox leaders agreed, to allay Serb-Croat hostility and 
foster Catholic-Orthodox understanding. 


Pavle disclosed that he had raised the issue of a meeting in talks with the 
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, and also expected to discuss it with 
his counterparts from Russia, Romania, Bulgaria and Georgia. 


A delegation from the Belgrade Patriarchate, headed by the Metropolitan of 
Montenegro, held talks with the Pope a year ago. Pavle, aged 81, whose meeting 
with the Pope would be the first involving a reigning patriarch, also met 
Franjo Kuharic, cardinal of Croatia, on three separate occasions after armed 
conflict erupted in the Balkans in 1991. 


Vatican officials have repeatedly ruled out a visit to Sarajevo while Serb- 
Croat-Muslim hostilities continue. However, after visiting Belgrade last 
September, Godfried Danneels, cardinal of Brussels-Malines, said the Pope was 
"very, very keen" to meet Pavle "wherever and whenever" talks could be 
arranged. The Pope is believed to have recorded his readiness in a letter to 
Pavle last summer. 


Describing his Belgrade visit, Douglass said other Serbian Orthodox synod 
members had initially been reluctant to accept the idea of a co-ordinated 
visit to Sarajevo in view of the "Strong anti-Pope feelings" among Orthodox 
Serbs. 


However, Serbian "peace movement representatives" had praised the Pope for 
criticising economic sanctions against Serbia, Douglass added. Many Serbian 
Christians also believed a joint Bosnian visit by both church leaders could 
contribute to "dialogue and reconciliation". 


In other developments, in SARAJEVO, Avakum Rosio, the only Orthodox priest 
still in the city, took part in an official meeting on Easter Monday with 
Vinko Pulic, Sarajevo’s Roman Catholic archbishop, the International Herald 
Tribune reports. Hasan Makio, the head mufti of the Bihac-area Muslims, also 
attended the meeting. 


Reinhard Frieling, director of the Evangelischer Bund (Protestant Federation) , 
has called on the German churches and ecumenical umbrella organizations to 
make clear statements on the situation in former Yugoslavia, epd reports. The 
World Council:of Churches and the Conference of European Churches should not 
show too much consideration for the Serbian Orthodox Church, Frieling told a 
meeting in BAD NAUHEIM, Germany, which was organised by the Christian 
Democratic Union, the main partner in Germany’s ruling coalition. The 
ecumenical movement is not a "non-intervention pact" but an association for 
"mutual help", he said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.12 
Raiser calls on Israelis and Palestinians to reject violence 


GENEVA--Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, has 
called on "all those who bear heavy responsibilities for the lives of the 
citizens of Israel and Palestine to reject every act of violence and revenge, 
and to continue to seek, through a process of peaceful negotiation, a just 
resolution of the differences which remain between the peoples of the region". 


Raiser was speaking after a car bomb exploded killing eight people and 
wounding more than 40 others in the northern Israeli town of Afula on 6 April. 
The attack, by a Palestinian man who died in the explosion, was widely seen 
as a form of revenge for the Hebron mosque massacre which killed dozens of 
Muslims as they knelt in prayer on 25 February. 


In a letter to the Prime Minister of Israel, Yitzhak Rabin, Raiser said that 
the cycle of violence must be stopped if peace was to come to the region. "We 
condemn unequivocally this and all such acts of terrorism", he said of the car 
bomb which exploded near a school bus. Four schoolchildren were among those 
who died in the attack. 


Such attacks, Raiser said, "bring inevitably in their wake not only suffering 
and sorrow, but a desire for further acts of revenge". 


On 7 April, Hamas, the Islamic military group which claimed responsibility for 
the car bombing, warned that it would continue its holy war against the 
Israel-PLO peace accord. 


In NEW YORK the National Council of the Churches in the US has also condemned 
"in the strongest possible terms" the attack on Israelis in Afula. 


"The current situation demands the exercise of determined leadership on the 
part of Palestinians, Israelis and of our own government, which has assumed 
the role of ‘full partner’ in the peace process", the council’s general 
secretary, Joan Brown Campbell, said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.13 
Churches condemn arson attack on German synagogue 


BONN--German church leaders have condemned an arson attack on a Lutbeck 
synagogue, the first such attack since the end of the Second World War, and 
have called on the churches to examine whether they have themselves overcome 
animosity towards the Jewish people. 


The attack has led to national soul-searching. Up to 50 000 Germans, some with 
the yellow stars which the Nazis forced Jews to wear during the Third Reich, 
took to the streets in Easter protests against the arson attack. Many carried 
posters reading "hands off synagogues". 


Franz Schonhuber, leader of the far-right Republican Party, accused a Jewish 
leader in Germany, Ignatz Bubis, of "inciting racial hatred" after he said the 
Republicans were the spiritual fathers of the attack on the synagogue. 


In a sermon on Good Friday, the Baden bishop, Klaus Engelhardt, who is also 
president of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), said that 
the idea that the Jews were responsible for the death of Jesus was an "evil 
distortion" of the Easter message. 


"We experience the power of sin and death in our country when again the poison 
of anti-semitism is at work, when Jewish citizens fear for their lives and 
even a place of God is no longer holy", the Prases (President) of the 
Evangelical Church of Westphalia, Hans-Martin Linnemann, said. 


However, in an article in the Berlin Neue Zeit newspaper, Berlin’s Evangelical 
bishop-elect, Wolfgang Huber, called on the churches to examine whether they 
had really overcome, in word and deed, "enmity against the Jews" and "disdain 
for God’s chosen people". 


An opinion poll which was published in March by the American Jewish Council 
has underlined latent anti-semitic feelings in Germany. One in five Germans 
would not want Jews as neighbours, 39 per cent of Germans believed the Jews 
were using the Holocaust "for their own ends" and 32 per cent regarded them 


as "partly responsible for being hated and persecuted", the London Guardian 
reports. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.14 
Carey to call for European-wide action against racism 


LONDON--The Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, has written to more than 
70 European church leaders calling on them to organise a concerted day of 
symbolic action and to sign a joint statement against racism on 18 May. 


The statement warns of the growth of racism, xenophobia and anti-semitism in 
all European countries, and condemns harassment and violent attacks against 
people of different racial or ethnic origin. 


It calls on Christians and people of other faiths to work to eradicate racism 
in housing, health, employment, immigration and refugee policy. 


In his letter to the church leaders, Carey writes of his deep concern about 
the rise of racism, nationalism and xenophobia in Europe, visible in almost 
SVie Gye ruGOvean COUlEL yr. 


The initiative was taken with support from the Brussels-based Commission for 
Migrants in Europe (CCME), the World Council of Churches’ Programme to Combat 
Racism, and the Conference of European Churches. The presidents of the 
European Catholic Bishops’ Conferences have expressed interest in the 
proposal. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.15 
European churches demand social policy action 


BRUSSELS--European church representatives have warned, in a statement 
published at the end of March, that the "whole process of European 
integration" depends on how the European Union (EU) tackles the problem of 
unemployment. 


The executive committee of the European Ecumenical Commission for Church and 
Society (EECCS) has issued a statement responding to a Green Paper (discussion 
document) published by the EU’s Social Affairs Commissioner, Padraig Flynn, 
to stimulate debate in the EU on options for social policy. Flynn will present 
detailed proposals on social policy to the next summit of European Union 
leaders in June, following responses to the Green Paper. 


Social policy in Europe should "reflect the values of solidarity, mutual 
responsibility and reconciliation which were at the origin of the European 
Community", according to Keith Jenkins, general secretary of EECCS, which is 
sponsored by church bodies from the 12 EU countries, and Switzerland and 
Austria. 


"These are values which, on the basis of our understanding of Scripture and 
Christian teaching, we believe Christians share with those who framed the idea 
of the European Community", he said. 


According to the church representatives, employment can be created by changes 
in European tax and social security systems to encourage citizens to devote 
their time to socially useful activities such as care of children, older and 
disabled people, and environmental and community-building projects. 


They called for "an appropriate forum" to debate "the strategic problems of 
European society ... in an open and democratic way". 


They also demanded a switch away from employment taxes in favour of taxation 
on energy and "scarce" natural resources, action to increase equal 
opportunities for women and to increase child care provision, and measures to 
combat racial discrimination. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.16 
Roman Catholics ‘should prepare for women priests’ 


GENEVA--A prominent Dutch theologian, Edward Schillebeeckx, has said the Roman 
Catholic Church must prepare for women priests by means of "respectful, serene 
and polite homilies", according to the US-based New Woman, New Church, quoting 
an interview given by Schillebeeckx in Italy. "The exclusion of women from the 
ministry is a purely cultural issue, which no longer makes sense", he said. 


There were no theological obstacles to ordaining women, but there would be 
"Dainful schisms" if people were not prepared to accept the change, 
Schillebeeckx said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.17 
Filipino peasants ‘endangered’, leader tells WCC 


GENEVA--Filipino peasants are in danger of becoming an "endangered species" 
as the Manila government aims to make the republic a newly industrialized 
country like Taiwan and South Korea, a Filipino peasant leader, Jaime "Ka 
Jimmy" Tadeo, told staff of the World Council of Churches in March. 


Tadeo, leader of the Demokratikong Kilusan ng Magbubukid (Democratic Peasant 
Movement in the Philippines), recently released after more than three years 
in prison for estafa (embezzlement), was visiting the WCC headquarters in 
Geneva to thank those who had put pressure on the Philippines government to 
release him. In the Philippines, Tadeo is widely seen as having been framed 
as part of a conspiracay to silence him. 


Since his release, Tadeo has again taken up a critical stance against 
government policies that neglect the needs of Filipinos, especially the 
peasants who constitute the overwhelming majority. 


Tadeo told wcc staff that the peasants would become an endangered species 
because genuine agrarian reform was being stifled through the implementation 
of Philippines 2000, a central policy programme of the Ramos government. 


The programme aims at making the Philippines a "Newly Industrialized Country" 
like Taiwan and South Korea. However, the key to industrialization in those 
two countries had been land reform and subsidies to farmers immediately after 
the Second World War, while land reform had not been implemented in the 
Philippines, Tadeo said. 


In the Philippines, only seven per cent of land committed to the peasants had 
actually been distributed, he claimed. When the Philippines Supreme Court had 
upheld the rights of people to a limit on land ownership, the big landowners 
had subdivided their land among members of their families. 


Tadeo also criticised the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, which is 
intended to reduce international trading barriers, as likely to make Filipinos 
pay more for imported goods such as machinery and chemical fertilizer, thus 
keeping the Philippines in a chronic state of trade imbalance. 


Tadeo said that GATT would pave the way for unfair trade practices, such as 
dumping, and increase reliance on imports, especially food. As recently as 
last Christmas, the Philippines had been flooded with imported apples, grapes 
and oranges, so that the sales of locally produced fruit suffered. 


His country was not prepared for trade liberalization. While European farmers 
received subsidies, Filipino farmers received none. The peasants remained 
poor, Tadeo said, adding that "an alternative paradigm in Philippines society 
is needed to change the situation". He said the Democratic Peasant Movement 
proposed four principles for development and democratization: equity based on 
justice; efficiency of income distribution; sustainable environment; and 
people’s empowerment, especially for women. 


Tadeo, who is a member of the Philippines Independent Church, a WCC member 
church, also told WCC staff that he had discovered God’s purpose for him 
during his imprisonment. 


"The prison cell is a microcosm of Philippines society", he said. Many of the 
inmates were from poor families who make up most of the population and had 
experienced long-standing exploitation, oppression and neglect of basic needs 
because of the structural injustice in Filipino society. 


Tadeo said that in prison he took time to reflect and to read the Bible, as 
well as ministering to the needs of many prisoners and helping them to develop 
new perspectives on life. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.18 
Abortion threatens Catholic support for health plan 


WASHINGTON--Roman Catholic bishops in the United States may drop their support 
for universal health care because of opposition to abortion, Religious News 
Service reports. Roman Catholic bishops have voiced strong support for 
universal health care coverage but have said that they will oppose any 
programme that would cover abortion procedures. [EPS] 


: EPS 94.04.19 
Kazakhstan Roman Catholic bishop praises Orthodox relations 


By Jonathan Luxmoore 

WARSAW--A Roman Catholic bishop in the former Soviet republic of Kazakhstan 
has said "close relations" between Roman Catholic and Orthodox Christians 
there have assisted the rebuilding of religious life, despite top-level 
disputes over jurisdiction between the two churches. 


"Some people have become Roman Catholics here, having known nothing about 
Christianity previously", said the bishop, Jan Lenga, aged 43, in an interview 
with EPS. 


"But no one has ‘converted’ to Roman Catholicism from Orthodoxy. Nor, if they 
had, would Roman Catholic priests have dealt with them, since it would be un- 
Christian to attract people to our confession, like sects do". 


The Ukrainian-born bishop is also apostolic administrator for Roman Catholics 
in the other former Soviet republics of Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenia and 
Uzbekistan. He said his responsibility extended over 12 million square 
kilometres. Kazakhstan’s population of 16 million itself comprised over 130 
nationalities, Lenga added, and they had all brought "different religious 
traditions" with them. 


However, the republic’s estimated 500 000 Roman Catholics are served by only 
32 foreign-recruited priests. Its 40 Roman Catholic "parishes" each comprise 
up to 15 remote villages. 


The bishop said he had hitched rides on lorries to reach more distant 
communities. But Roman Catholics living in half of Kazakhstan’s 16 oblasti 
(districts) still received no pastoral care. Until recently, some Roman 
Catholics in their 60s had never seen a priest. 


"Our church can’t be blamed for the destruction of Roman Catholic life under 
communist rule, nor for the large Roman Catholic diaspora that has resulted", 
Lenga said. 


He added that Kazakhstan’s mainly Muslim government, under Nursultan 
Nazarbajev, had made the Roman Catholic Church’s recognition conditional on 
"more serious contacts" with the Vatican. 


"But I can’t say this is a consequence of Muslim pressure", the bishop said. 
"Under communism, people were not allowed to speak about their religion or 
nationality; and this, ironically, created good relations between national 
groups. Even today, although mosques are being rebuilt and Islam is exerting 
an influence, this is not happening at the expense of other faiths. The once- 
nomadic Kazakh Muslims were never very militant. Their Muslim religion has 
been largely a question of inheritance." 


Asked about relations with the Russian Orthodox Church, Lenga said there were 
6.5 million Russians, 1.5 million Ukrainians and 500 000 Germans in 
Kazakhstan, making the seven million Kazakhs a minority in their own country. 


"But the Orthodox Russians have their own churches, and there are generally 
no problems among ordinary people. Roman Catholic and Orthodox priests meet 
regularly, show goodwill, and visit each other’s churches at Christmas and 
Easter. I myself sense no serious differences with local Orthodox bishops". 


The Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church publicly supported a 
law last summer restricting the activities of foreign-based churches and 
religious associations in Russia. Russian Orthodox leaders have repeatedly 
accused the Roman Catholic Church of proselytising in other former Soviet 
territories too, by establishing parishes and communities in traditionally 
Orthodox areas. 


Lenga, a member of Lithuania’s Marian order, was consecrated at Krasnoarmyjsk 
in May 1991. He said he hoped a Vatican nunciature would be established in 
Kazakhstan this year to help the Roman Catholic Church’s revival in Central 
Asia. 


"Tf reconciliation occurred at the top level, there would be few problems", 
Lenga said. "We ourselves have enough work on our hands just trying to serve 
the needs of Roman Catholics. If the Orthodox teach their faith and we teach 
ours, we will all understand each other better." [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.20 
Chicago meeting focuses on ‘hope for the world’ 


CHICAGO--Christian hope is a "resistance movement against fatalism" in a world 
where critical alternatives have been discredited, Konrad Raiser, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches told the WCC’s United States 
Conference, which met in Chicago, from 23 to 25 March. 


The meeting - which focused on the theme of hope for the world - tackled a 
host of issues, including the role of young adults in the ecumenical movement, 
the challenge of religious pluralism in the US, racism in the US as a 
violation of human rights, and the challenges to ecumenical sharing, including 
emergency and refugee aid. 


Raiser, speaking on the theme "Forty years after the Evanston Assembly - What 
hope for the world today", pointed to the similarity between the proposed 
theme - "Turn to God - Rejoice in Hope" for the WCC’s next general assembly, 
in Harare in 1998,’ and the closing sentence of the 1954 WCC Evanston general 
assembly message: "Therefore, we call on you - rejoice in hope". 


Drawing a global comparison between the politics and aspirations of 1954 and 
those of 1994, Raiser remarked on some of the limitations and divisions, and 
also the achievements, of both churches and governments in 1954, but also 
noted the sense of disappointment and scepticism prevailing in many areas in 
1994 since the collapse of the communist system and the end of the Cold War. 


"Today we discover that the liberation of societies from the ‘dangerous 
illusions of utopianism’ is not in itself the fulfilment of human hopes", 
Raiser Said in his keynote address. 


"In fact, the discrediting of all critical alternatives has created a 
Situation where we have become captives of a system which is almost obliged 
to reproduce itself, and where people, in particular the younger generation, 
seem to have difficulties to entertain visions or dream dreams about a more 
just society. Our energies of hoping seem to have been exhausted and dried up 
in the effort to preserve and defend our acquired way of living. Even the 
hopes of democratic humanism or scientific humanism, which were discussed in 
the report of the consultative committee on the main theme of the Evanston 
Assembly, seem to have lost their power of inspiration", Raiser said. 


"On the other hand", he said, "the expectant hopes of the liberation 
struggles, of nation-building, of modernization and development which inspired 
people in the process of decolonization, and which subsequently motivated the 
ecumenical movement to commit itself to the search for a more just, 
participatory and sustainable society, in particular for the hitherto 
dependent countries of the south, have undergone a brutal disillusionment". 


But Raiser went on to speak of "the identification of Christian hope as a 
resistance movement against fatalism", pointing to "reconstruction" as the 
symbolic focus of this Christian hope in Africa and especially in South 
Africa. He said the need for fundamental reconstruction was also evident in 
the former communist countries of Eastern Europe, in Central America, 
especially in Mexico, and in other parts of the world. 


"Even the highly developed countries of the north are faced with the need to 
reconstruct their social, political and economic systems which had become 
heavy and more and more non-participatory during a period of affluence coupled 
with the deceptive stability of mutual deterrence between the two power 
blocks." 


Jean Stromberg, executive director of the WCC’s US office, told the conference 
that the WCC and the ecumenical movement could help to bring hope to the 
communities they represented by emphasising pluralism and multiculturalism. 


Pointing out the value and fruitfulness of meetings between cultures, 
Stromberg said that when "a full choir" sang God’s praise, it was necessary 
to ensure that every part - and all people - were heard. 


"The ecumenical family offers a gift - the opportunity to see ourselves from 
another perspective", Stromberg said. 


Myra Blyth, executive director of the WCC’s Unit IV - Sharing and Service - 
spoke to the gathering of the challenge of finding the appropriate response, 
as an ecumenical family, to emergencies around the globe. [more] 


chicago/2 


She mentioned in particular the challenge of "a new strategy for refugees 
a perception shift from border patrols and camps to the refugees as an 
economic asset for the host country". 


Sam Kobia, executive director of WCC’s Unit III - Justice, Peace and Creation 
- spoke of the role of the Gospel in the resolution of political problems, 
quoting South Africa as an instance of a theological foundation serving to 
promote a renewed and enriched spirit for ecumenical action. 


The Chicago conference, which was especially concerned with the participation 
of young adults in the ecumenical movement, also called on member churches to 
ensure 20 per cent representation of young adults on all WCC delegations and 
ecumenical events. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.21 
Church coalition criticises Korean missile deployment 


NEW YORK--The Korea Church Coalition has strongly criticised the decision by 
Washington to send Patriot missiles to South Korea as tension increases 
between the United States and North Korea over Pyongyang’s refusal to allow 
international inspectors to assess North Korea’s alleged nuclear facilities. 


Paul Kim, executive director of the coalition, based in New York, said on 
Wisconsin Public Radio recently that he regretted that a break in negotiations 
over the issue had once again led Washington to "cry wolf". Kim stressed that 
by making too much of the military and nuclear threat of North Korea and by 
increasing the military power of South Korea, the US was refusing to allow the 
Cold War to end on the Korean peninsula. 


Dialogue and the normalization of relations between Washington and Pyongyang, 
rather than the Clinton administration’s threatened sanctions and tough 
measures, were the only answer to the stalemate, Kim said. 


"Cross-recognition is of the utmost importance in order to decrease overall 
tension on the Korean peninsula", he said. "China and Russia have already 
recognized South Korea. Now it’s time for the US and Japan to do the same with 
the North." 


Kim pointed out that churches in both North and South Korea had declared 1995 
(the 50th anniversary of Korean liberation from Japanese colonialism) to be 
a year of jubilee and the start of a new era of unity on the Korean peninsula. 


The Korea Church Coalition, which brings together protestant, Roman Catholic 
and other church-related agencies, has called upon all parties to "end the 
rhetoric of confrontation and war, and return to the table of negotiations and 
diplomacy". The coalition added that: "The only way to peace is peace." 


The Japan-Asia Monitor, produced by the Center for Christian Responses to 
Asian Issues, based in Tokyo, has recently described the relationship between 
South Korean and Japanese leaders as one based on "unprecedentedly friendly 
terms". It said that the relationship was especially important in the tense 
Situation between North Korea and the US. 


The Monitor points out that the improvement in official relations between the 
two countries follows the Japanese government’s admission of guilt in its 
past behaviour, particularly during the Second World War. However, says the 
Monitor, at grassroots level "responses are less amicable", and Korean 
activists working with former forced labourers and "comfort women" conscripted 
in Korea by Japan were not so willing to let Japan get away with only a verbal 


apology. 


"They will be convinced only by concrete answers - reparations, a memorial, 
changes to school textbooks", the Monitor said. "The continuing discrimination 
against Koreans in Japan is another issue that will not disappear, no matter 
what fine words are exchanged between leaders." 


"Genuine hope for new, honest relations does not lie with the politicians", 
according to the Monitor. "It belongs to those who look at the past 
unflinchingly and address the question of responsibility with love and 
repentance. It belongs especially to those young people who are open to learn 
about and to respect each other’s history and culture, transcending the 
bitterness of past experience without forgetting it." [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.22 
Banks try to combine profit-making and church support 


GENVA--Despite the biblical injunction that no one can "serve both God and 
mammon", a number of banks are trying to combine financial management with 
support for church and social projects. 


In BUCHAREST a new international religious bank, the Banca Internationale 
Religiosa (BIR) has been founded to finance Romanian church projects, the 
Athens-based Balkan News reports. 


The bank intends to make finance available at favourable rates to Romania’s 
16 registered religious communities to restore church buildings and for social 
projects, according to the bank’s president, Ion Popescu. 


"The Romanian nation is religious. We are counting on millions of customers", 
said Popescu. Twenty per cent of the bank’s capital comes from state 
enterprises, with the remainder contributed by private investors, some from 
Israel and Saudi Arabia. The project is co-sponsored by an international 
ecumenical centre in Bucharest. 


In LONDON, the Co-operative Bank has announced that it is to cover the costs 
of printing envelopes, posters and magazines for the annual fund-raising week 
of Christian Aid, the development agency of the churches in Britain and 
Ireland. The next Christian Aid fund-raising week takes place from 16 to 21 
May. 


"Christian Aid is delighted to receive support from an institution which 
shares: many of our principles", Michael Taylor, the agency’s director, said. 
"The Co-operative bank has shown that it is a responsible and enlightened 
financial institution which cares about ethical issues in a world where 
investments are too often made with little regard for human consequences." 


The deal will be worth almost £500 000 to Christian Aid over three years. 
Money which would have been spent on administrative costs can be used instead 
for development projects overseas. 


In BERLIN an ecumenical forum of Christian women has called on the major 
protestant and Roman Catholic churches to switch their accounts from the major 
commercial banks to co-operative banks, the German press service epd reports. 


Michaela Bank, a Catholic nun, proposed the Ecumenical Development Cooperative 
Society as an alternative to commercial banks at the conference entitled 
"Money rules the world?" The EDCS, an initiative of the World Council of 
Churches, uses accrued interest to fund projects in developing countries. 
Michaela Bank claimed that in Germany only small savers, and not the major 
churches, use the organization. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.23 
Visits agreed to help end Nagorno-Karabagh conflict 


GENEVA--The head of Azerbaijan’s Muslim community and the leader of the 
Armenian Orthodox Church have agreed to take part in joint visits to each 
other’s capital cities as part of a continuing effort to end the long-running 
war over the disputed territory of Nagorno-Karabagh. 


The World Council of Churches and the Conference of European Churches are 
fostering peace efforts in the region with attempts to mediate between 
Armenian and Azerbaijan religious leaders and politicians. 


The loss of life on both sides of the conflict has been severe. 


Dwain Epps, of the WCC’s Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
(CCIA), said in April on return from a visit to Patriarch Vasken I, Catholicos 
of the Armenian Orthodox Church, and Armenia’s vice president, Gagik 
Haroutiunian, that the promised joint visits were "bold and symbolic gestures 
of historic importance". 


Epps, who visited Armenia with Elizabeth Salter, also of CCIA, added: "Given 
the history of this horrific war with its thousands of dead and wounded and 
more than one million refugees, no one believes easy solutions exist. 
Nevertheless, these visits hold out the possibility of small achievable steps 
towards peace." [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.24 
West European churches ‘need liberation from conformity’ 


BRASOV, Romania--European churches should engage in a major programme 
equivalent to the churches’ post-1945 reconstruction effort in Europe, 
according to the general secretary of the Conference of European Churches 
(CEC), Jean Fischer. 


Fischer, in a speech which strongly challenged the mainstream churches of 
Western Europe, was speaking at a meeting at Brasov from 18 to 23 March. It 
was the first time that the European Regional Group, a joint body of CEC and 
the World Council of Churches, held a full-scale meeting with church agencies 
to discuss common issues, improve communication and develop common visions 
among the various partners in resource-sharing in Europe. Most of the agencies 
are based in northern Europe. 


The European Regional Group advises on policy and sets priorities for aid 
funding in Europe and to provide theological reflection on diakonia (resource- 
sharing and service). 


The churches of Western Europe, Fischer told the gathering, had felt neither 
the changes in Eastern Europe nor the challenges of racism, poverty and 
unemployment in their own societies. 


Fischer said West European churches should abandon their "business as usual" 
approach after the momentous changes in Central and Eastern Europe. He issued 
a challenge to the churches of the West: "They need liberating from conformity 
to the dominant cultural and economic values." 


Fischer also called for the appointment of a "high commissioner for 
solidarity" to monitor the churches’ response and to be an advocate for people 
marginalised by massive changes in society. 


Among the many vital points raised at the meeting for churches in Western 
Europe to consider was the Western churches’ response to the wish, by the 
churches of Eastern Europe, to restore or build churches. In ‘the “past ‘the 
building of churches has not been a priority for Western churches in aid to 
the east of Europe. 


Myra Blyth, executive director of the WCC’s Unit IV - Sharing and Service - 
urged churches to develop the spiritual maturity and ecumenical responsibility 
to strengthen the inheritance of social diakonia. 


Blyth presented to the meeting a methodology for social diakonia which builds 
on existing priorities such as human resource development, and uses a process 
of action and reflection in the light of scripture and tradition. The process 
Suggested by Blyth had been endorsed by the WCC’s central committee at its 
last meeting, held in Johannesburg in January. 


The inheritance of the servant church, Blyth said, offered a set of principles 
for working in a mutual way with "the least". She added that it was important 
to enhance the power of the needy to set the agenda, and to work to transform 
systems which caused poverty and exclusion. 


Constantin Zorbas, of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, told the conference that 
"we should be ready to resist the self-centredness of the world in which ‘me’ 
keeps its distance from ‘you’, and prevents the creation of ‘we’." 


Carol Abel, executive secretary for Europe in the WCC’s unit for sharing and 
service, said after the gathering that among its many achievements was a major 
improvement in the two-way information flow between the church agencies and 
the European Regional Group. 


Abel also said that one of the most stimulating aspects of the meeting had 
been the participation of three round tables - on Russia, Romania and Albania, 
which had been established by the WCC over the past few years. 


The round tables included people representing the local churches, officers of 
agencies and other people working locally for change, and representatives of 
the WCC and CEC. The different issues raised at the round table discussions 
had shown the meeting that there was no single definitive form to such 
initiatives, Abel said. 


A next joint meeting will be held in April 1995 in Santa Severa, Italy. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.25 
Anglicans in Wales fail to agree to women’s ordination 


LAMPETER, Wales--The archbishop of the (Anglican) Church in Wales has pledged 
to work to reverse a verdict of the church’s Governing Body, after it failed 
to agree to the ordination of women as priests. 


Less than a month after the Church of England agreed to ordain women as 
priests [EPS 94.03.18], the Church in Wales’s Governing Body failed to find 
the necessary two-thirds majority for the measure in its three houses 
(Bishops, Clergy and Laity). 


A two-thirds majority was easily achieved in the Houses of Bishops (5) ain 
favour, 1 against) and Laity (148 in favour, 51 against). However, although 
over half of. the House of Clergy voted to ordain women, with 75 in favour and 
47 against, it was seven votes short of the necessary two-thirds. 


After the vote, the archbishop, Alwyn Rice Jones, said: "We are disappointed, 
but must now work hard to reverse that verdict. For the moment Wales is an 
area where we are not taking equality seriously." In tears, some women deacons 
said that the vote would split the church. 


"Jesus was only on the earth 33 years, I am glad he didn’t listen to cries of 
‘give us more time’ or he would have not completed his ministry", Sue Lloyd 
Evans, a member of the Governing Body, said. 


Some women deacons in the Church in Wales may now consider ordination in 
England, while English clerics opposed to the ordination of women may apply 
positions in Wales. At present, 62 women are serving as deacons in parishes 
and institutions and 30 more are in theological training. 


Although the Church in Wales agreed in 1975 that there were no theological 
objections to ordaining women as priests, at that time they agreed not to 
proceed with legislation. 


There are four Anglican churches in the British Isles. The Church of Ireland 
and the Church of England have agreed to the ordination of women. The Scottish 
Episcopal Church has yet to vote on the issue. [EPS] 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


EPS 94.04.26 
‘Love-hate’ between church and media 
FLORENCE--The relationship between the church and media is one of "love-hate", 
according to Carlo Martini, cardinal archbishop of Milan. Speaking at the 10th 
anniversary of Florence’s diocesan newspaper in March, Martini said that while 
the church looked upon the media with suspicion and fear, it also considered 
the media had an important role in evangelisation. Agence de presse 
internationale catholique reports that, according to Martini, religious issues 
are often presented by the media in an over-simplified and sensationalist way. 
He deeply regretted that church matters were often described under political 
labels, which gave rise to misunderstanding. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.27 
Women’s ordination rocks Nigerian church 
ABA, Nigeria--The Anglican Church in Nigeria has declared "null and void" the 
ordination of three women by Herbert Haruna, the Anglican Bishop of Kwara, All 
Africa Press Service reports. Disciplinary action is being taken against 
Haruna, who has rejected the annulment as unwarranted, and said that he may 
protest to the Church of England. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.28 
New Anglican secretary general 
LONDON--John Peterson, Dean of St George’s College, Jerusalem, has been 
appointed secretary general of the Anglican Consultative Council, to succeed 
Samuel Van Culin. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.29 
Reconciliation ‘still on agenda’, say Australian churches 
SYDNEY--Australian churches are to support a Week of Prayer for Reconciliation 
between indigenous Australians and the wider community from 27 May to 3 June. 
The prayer week for reconciliation was first held in 1993, the UN Year of 
Indigenous People. It is intended to raise awareness and understanding of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander issues. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.30 
US Supreme Court judge, Methodist layperson, retires 
WASHINGTON--After almost 25 years on the US Supreme Court, senior Justice 
Harry Blackmun, one of the best known laymen in the United Methodist Church, 
announced on 6 April that he will retire at the end of the court’s current 
session in June, the United Methodist News Service reports. The 85-year-old 
judge is most remembered for his opinion in a decision in 1973 establishing 
women’s constitutional right to abortion. Blackmun recently made headlines 
when he announced he would no longer support the death penalty. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.31 
Lutherans join anti-landmine campaign 
CHICAGO--The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has joined an 
international campaign to ban the production, sale and use of land mines led 
by the International Committee of the Red Cross/Crescent, ELCA News reports. 
"It is an issue that affects people’s lives in a number of ways. It overlaps 
their productivity, their health, whether or not they will have food to eat", 
according to ELCA board member Betty Olson. "We as Americans are responsible 
in a large part for the production of these weapons", she said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.32 
Kenyan church calls for multi-party constitution 
NAIROBI--The Church of the Province of Kenya (CPK) has called for a national 
convention to draft a truly multi-party constitution, All Africa Press Service 
reports. Kenya held multi-party elections in 1992, for the first time since 
independence. The CPK statement follows a pastoral letter by Kenya’s Catholic 
bishops on 18 March calling on Kenyan President Daniel Arap Moi to hold a 
constitution convention because the existing constitution in Kenya had been 
written for a different political situation. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.33 
Presbyterian leader criticises Re-Imagining Conference 
LOUISVILLE--James Brown, executive director of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Assembly Council, has told his presbytery and synod executives that the church 
"needs to sort out common concerns and deep hurts" connected to an ecumenical 
women’s conference held in Minneapolis last November. The conference has been 
criticised for "goddess worship" after prayers to Sophia [EPS 94.03.25]. In 
a letter dated 25 March, and published by PCUSA News, Brown says that he 
agrees with the criticism that "aspects of the liturgies used in Minneapolis 
were in poor taste, theologically and aesthetically, and ought to be labelled 
as such". [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.34 


Schoolbook on European Jews needed 

HEPPENHEIM--The International Council of Christians and Jews intends to draw 
up a schoolbook about the history of European Jews, which until now has been 
treated as a "separate chapter, a sort of exotic appendix", epd reports. 
Although German schools deal with the Holocaust, they ignore the close links 
between Jewish history and European culture. According to the ICCJ, the 
project will be supported by UNESCO and the European Union. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.35 


‘Miniskirts are devil’s work’ 

L’AQUILA, Italy--A Catholic archbishop, Mario Peressin, has called on his 
parishes to rise up in a crusade against discotheques, television and 
miniskirts, which he claims are "works of the devil", according to the Italian 
daily Corriere della Serra. The 71-year-old cleric claimed that discotheques 
"mislead" the young, while television destroys the family and keeps monks and 
nuns from their prayers. The devil hides behind miniskirts, an "indecent" type 
of women’s clothes, whose only purpose is to "seduce" men, claimed the 
archbishop, well known for his extreme views. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.36 
Ecutext: Pentecost Message from the WCC Presidents 


This is the text of the 1994 Pentecost message from the presidents of the 
World Council of Churches. The presidents of the WCC are Anna Marie Aagaard 
(Denmark), Vinton Anderson (USA), Leslie Boseto (Solomon Islands), Priyanka 
Mendis (Sri Lanka), Parthenios of Alexandria (Egypt), Eunice Santana (Puerto 
Rico), Shenouda of Alexandria (Egypt) and Aaron Tolen (Cameroon). 


"Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ". 


In the afterglow of Easter, we are renewed in our confidence in the eternal 
love of God through the death and resurrection of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
With St Paul we too have longed to know the "fellowship of his sufferings" so 
that we may share in "the power of his resurrection" (Phil. 3.10). Galvanized 
by the miracle of the.resurrection, we are born anew in our faith and go 
forward to live with undaunted hope. We are now called to proclaim the Good 
News and to "spread the honours of Jesus’ name". 


At Christmas we celebrated the coming of our Sovereign God to be with us; at 
Easter we rejoiced in the hope of glory promised in the resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; now at Pentecost we celebrate the coming of God the Holy 
Spirit-«-to: abide in wus: It is significant that*ther:descent ofpthe Spiritsatethe 
first Pentecost happened when "they were all of one accord in one place" (Acts 
Ashe: Even today, in order to be open to the life-giving descent of the 
Spirit, we need to be in prayer with one accord for the healing of our 
tormented world, offering to it a visible sign as Christians of the unity God 
intends for all. 


Our world has become a vastly different place since we sent our last Pentecost 
message to you. There have been changes of far-reaching implications. The 
Church is obligated by its very calling to provide the spiritual resources and 
models of excellence for human conduct in a world so intensely in search of 
life affirming values. Our source of power to do this lies in the Pentecost 
experience. "When the Spirit comes," Jesus promised, "He will lead you into 
aldo vie ren kglolig ities) © 


This year has been designated as the Year of the Family. It is good to reflect 
on the family during the season of Pentecost, for family has to do with 
relationships. The Spirit, the scripture says, is the One who binds us into 
a relationship of love with God and one another. Can it be, we ask ourselves 
at this Pentecost, that we have failed to witness to God’s intention that we 
live in concord with one another, weave patterns of caring love and propagate 
values that nurture the family in the midst of society? 


Over the past 30 years there has been a clarion call to "save the family". 
The two world wars and the resultant industrial developments have so impacted 
our traditional roles in so many of our societies that family, as we have 
known it, has become a threatened entity. Now, in 1994, the family is still 
threatened by changing values, economic pressures and undefined lifestyles. 


The concept of the family today is changing, but it remains necessary because 
human beings are not made to be alone. It is important, then, that churches 
also focus on the family in this International Year of the Family. We must not 
miss the opportunity to make our contribution to the search for the model and 
meaning of the family in our times. We are called not only to stress the 
significance of the family as that which sustains, nurtures and supports units 
in society, but we also need to discover and hold up its biblical foundation 
and the role and meaning it has for our time. 


Let us then be vigilant and courageous as members of the body of Christ as we 
rebuild our faith in the family in the context of the search for a new world 
order. And may the Spirit of unity that fell on the gathered community also 
fall on us and build us into a community of faith. "In union with him," 
writes St Paul, "you too are being built together with all others into a place 
where God lives through his Spirit™ (Eph. 2.22). 


"The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the Communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all". [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 32.50 UK pounds; 55 
US dollars; 69.50 Canadian dollars; 77.50 Australian dollars; 79.50 Swiss 
francs; 95 New Zealand dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 
315 French francs; 365 Swedish kronor; or 625 Indian rupees. 


EPS appears about three times a month and is edited by Stephen Brown and 
Edmund Doogue. 


RERKKRKRKRKRKRKKEEKEKEE 


EPS is now available on ECUNET, an electronic network, together with its 
French-language sister publication SOEPI. ECUNET subscribers can access EPS 
stories as soon as they are published. For further information on ECUNET 
contact David Pozzi-Johnson at the World Council of Churches. 


The EPS editors can be reached by e-mail. The EPS INTERNET address is: 
31domain.WCC1.EPS@WCCXSMTP .WCC-COE.ORG 


REEKEKEEEEKEEKEKEKE 


The WCC Unit II - Churches in Mission: Health, Education, Witness, is seeking 
an executive secretary for Education in Mission, to be responsible for 
promoting, monitoring and sharing new ways of equipping churches for mission 
in a culturally and religiously diverse world. 


The candidate for this post must give evidence of being deeply committed to 
the mission of the church coupled with sensitivity to cultural and religious 
pluralism. A good educational background, with higher education in mission or 
theology, is essential. Familiarity with and experience of the structured life 
of churches is highly desirable. Knowledge and experience of the ecumenical 
movement and the WCC is an asset. 


For further information/application forms, please write to the Personnel 
Office, World Council of Churches, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 


RRKKKEKEEEKKEKKEEEKERE 


EPS 94.04.37 
Russian Orthodox Church denies ‘pro-Serbian pressure’ 


By Jonathan Luxmoore 

WARSAW--As international tension grows over the conflict in Bosnia, a Russian 
Orthodox Church spokesman has denied that church leaders are exerting pressure 
on the Russian government for a more pro-Serbian stance. 


Vsevolod Chaplin, a priest from the Moscow Patriarchate’s external relations 
department, told EPS that while the Russian Orthodox Church "maintained 
solidarity with the position of its Serbian counterpart", it was "very open 
to contacts and negotiations with the Vatican and Croatian church". 


Chaplin was speaking after the Russian government had distanced itself from 
air strikes on Serbian forces besieging the Bosnian town of Gorazde. Andrei 
Kozyrev, Russian foreign minister, described the attacks as a "big mistake and 
a great risk", and warned that they "could bring not an end to war but its 
escalation". Observers fear that Russian officials such as Kozyrev are 
responding to domestic nationalist pressure. 


Patriarch Alexei II of the Russian Orthodox Church has previously warned, in 
several strongly-worded appeals, against anti-Serbian air strikes and called 
for "all sides" in the conflict to surrender their weapons. 


Serbian forces’ tanks continued to pound Gorazde despite the air strikes and 
by 17 April had come close to capturing the town. Tanks and soldiers were 
reported as entering Gorazde but later to have pulled back. United Nations 
policy on air strikes was in disarray after an abortive raid by British jets 
left one British airman dead. 


Chaplin said that Alexei would visit the Balkans in May, when he would meet 
Patriarch Pavle of Belgrade, head of the Serbian Orthodox Church. Alexei 
announced plans to mediate during a visit in early March to Hungary, after the 
arrival of Russian peace-keeping troops in Bosnia in February. 


"He will certainly make his views clear about the war in the former 
Yugoslavia," Chaplin said. "However, as on previous occasions, he will express 
compassion not only for the Serbs, but for all victims of the conflict, 
including Catholics and Muslims, calling on all three sides to find a peaceful 
solution." 


In a brief statement at the beginning of April, the Patriarchate said Alexei 
hoped his visit would "contribute to ending the bloodbath". It added that he 
would hold talks with the Serbian Orthodox Church and Muslim leaders, but did 
not refer to any anticipated meetings with Roman Catholics. 


Chaplin told EPS the Russian and Serbian churches had enjoyed "very close 
relations" in history, and still shared identical liturgical texts and rites. 
However, he insisted the patriarch’s Balkan engagement would go beyond 
"confessional solidarity". 


"Some Russian Orthodox laypeople with access to the press routinely oppose any 
Vatican policy. But this is not the position of the entire Orthodox church," 
Chaplin said, adding, when asked by EPS, that he had not heard about a recent 
statement by Pavle, urging the Pope to join him in Sarajevo on 15 May. On that 
date all 35 Serbian Orthodox bishops will be in the Bosnian capital on a 
peacemaking initiative. [EPS 94.04.11]. 


However, Chaplin said the Pope’s recent "positive and merciful" appeal for the 
easing of UN sanctions against Serbia and Montenegro, made at Serbian Orthodox 
request, had been "very deeply appreciated" in both Belgrade and Moscow. 


The Russian Orthodox Church’s head of external relations, Metropolitan Kirill 
of Smolensk, arrived in Germany on 11 April, on the first leg of a tour to 
prepare Alexei’s Balkan visit. 


In a separate development, the joint committee of the Conference of European 
Churches and the (Roman Catholic) Conference of European Bishops’ Conferences 
(CCEE) has announced in GENEVA that they are to send a delegation of three 
representatives, Roman Catholic, Orthodox and protestant, to visit their 
member bodies in the republics of former Yugoslavia. The delegation will 
"Convey the solidarity of the European organizations", according to a 
statement from the joint committee. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.38 
Population conference prompts conflict with Vatican 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--The Vatican has been brought into sharp and open conflict with much 
of the international community during preparations for a conference on 
population and development, to be held in Cairo from 5 to 13 September. 


Pope John Paul II has repeatedly expressed his alarm that the conference, 
supported by the UN Population Fund, will endorse abortion. He expressed his 
concerns directly to the conference general secretary, Nafis Sadik of the UN 
Population Fund, when she met him at the Vatican in March. On 6 April the 
Pope said he had written to government leaders and Roman Catholic bishops’ 
conferences throughout the world to express his warning that at Cairo "this 
Year for the Family should not become a year against the family". 


Delegates attended the third and final meeting of the conference preparatory 
committee at United Nations headquarters in New York in April to negotiate a 
"programme of action" document for adoption in Cairo 


Diarmuid Martin, under-secretary of the Pontifical Council for Justice and 
Peace and head of the Vatican delegation to the committee, claimed in an 
opening statement that the draft version of the document lacked "a clear 
ethical vision". He said the Vatican found it unacceptable not only for its 
endorsement of abortion and because it made family planning "Synonymous" with 
contraception, but also for an "extremely individualistic understanding of the 
person and of human sexuality" in its overall approach. 


The committee chair, Fred Sai, a Ghanaian physician and former president of 
the International Planned Parenthood Federation, offered an immediate rebuttal 
instead of following the usual practice of remaining neutral in the chair. 
Although the word "ethical" might not appear in the document, he said, the 
document’s recommendations came from a background of ethical concern. 


An unusually large number of representatives of non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) came to New York to follow the committee sessions, and Sai’s remarks 
drew considerable applause from the section where they sat. The NGO 
representatives have voiced further criticism of the Vatican at the Church 
Center for the UN, a building opposite UN headquarters owned by United 
Methodist Women, which is providing NGOs with hospitality and assistance. 


The seriousness of the Vatican concerns was indicated by the naming of a 10- 
member delegation. They included four officials from the Vatican, two staff 
members from the New York Mission of the Holy See to the UN, a US bishop with 
a background in population issues, a laywoman on the staff of the US bishops’ 
Committee on Pro-Life Activities and two lay volunteers. 


The Vatican position has received some support at the preparatory committee. 
Humberto Belli, Nicaragua’s minister of health and head of its delegation at 
the committee meeting, submitted proposed changes on behalf of the Central 
American countries to eliminate language approving abortion. 


However, the US and other countries continue to give full support to what the 
draft document calls "reproductive rights". Timothy Wirth, head of the US 
delegation, called for making "the full range of reproductive health services 
universally available" and giving women access to "safe abortion services" as 
a matter of principle as well as public health. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.39 
Reformed churches announce European meeting 


GENEVA--The next meeting of the European Area Council of the World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches (WARC) will be held in Edinburgh, Scotland, in August to 
September 1995, on the theme of "Hope and Renewal in Times of Change". It will 
be the first Area Council since historic changes swept Central and Eastern 
Europe in 1989. WARC links 70 million Christians in 188 churches - 36 of them 
in Europe - of Presbyterian and Congregational origin in 93 countries. 


At the council, 166 delegates will take part in workshops on faith and 
economics; church, nation and state; Reformed identity; community of women and 
men; education for Christian leadership and service; and the nature of the 
church. The results of the Area Council will be fed into the next WARC General 
Council, which all WARC member churches will attend, due in 1997. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.40 
Church union marks major step forward in dismantling of apartheid 


By Edmund Doogue 

GENEVA--A meeting of two Reformed South African churches - a black church and 
a "so-called coloured" church - in Cape Town on 14 and 15 April to form a new, 
non-racial church, marks an historic step in the dismantling of apartheid. 


There are also hopes that South Africa’s white Reformed church will eventually 
join the new united church. 


"I think this is one of the most significant events in recent church history 
here in South Africa", Russel Botman, chairperson of the Southern Africa 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, told EPS. Botman is a clergyman and member of 
the Dutch Reformed Mission Church in South Africa, which formed the new church 
with the Dutch Reformed Church in Africa. 


"These [two] churches were established as racial churches for the people of 
these races because the white [Dutch Reformed] church decided in 1857 that 
because of the weaknesses of some of the people in their church, it was a 
better way to go about things", Botman said. 


"Apartheid started with the establishment of these churches. It started first 
in the church and then in politics." 


The Dutch Reformed Church in Africa, established for blacks, has a membership 
of about 450 000, while the Dutch Reformed Mission Church in South Africa, a 
"so-called coloured" church, has about 300 000 members. 


The new church which has taken their place, the Uniting Reformed Church in 
Southern Africa, will, according to Botman, "be a much stronger church, and 
it will have greater credibility as a non-racial church". 


Botman said that it was hoped that the white Dutch Reformed Church would 
eventually join the new united church. Botman was cautiously optimistic about 
the possibility, saying that relations with the white church were rather 
"Strained" as the two other churches felt that the white church’s statements 
about apartheid were not clear enough. 


"We [the two churches which are uniting] have been talking with them [the 
Dutch Reformed Church] for four years", Botman said, adding that proposals 
would be put to the Dutch Reformed Church’s synod in October 1994 for it, too, 
to follow the path to join the Uniting Reformed Church. 


He said that the Dutch Reformed Church would either join the non-racial 
Uniting Reformed Church or else it would become "irrelevant". 


"These churches [Reformed churches in South Africa] are known for social 
involvement, but to become relevant, it [the Dutch Reformed Church] must 
become non-racial." 


The first communion service for the Uniting Reformed Church in South Africa 
took place in Cape Town on Sunday 17 April. Botman said that the first attempt 
to unite the Dutch Reformed Church in Africa and the Dutch Reformed Mission 
Church in South Africa had been made in 1990 but that proved unsuccessful. 


The main legal stumbling block then had been whether to unite the churches in 
a way that congregations were bound to take part in the new united church or 
whether an amalgamation should be put in place allowing congregations some 
space to decide whether to take part in the union. 


Botman said that finally it had been decided that the change should be written 
into the constitutions of both churches, establishing a unity binding both 
churches. 


The basic freedom remaining for those in the churches was to "disassociate" 
themselves from the new united church or to remain with it, Botman said. 


The new union included all property and property rights of the two churches, 
he said. 


A spokesman for the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, whose headquarters 
are in Geneva, said that WARC warmly welcomed the move to unite by its two 
member churches, and looked forward to other churches of the Dutch Reformed 
family joining the new church. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.41 
Breast milk battle flares up after claims of AIDS risk to babies 


By Stephen Brown 

GENEVA--A World Council of Churches public health official has disagreed with 
claims by the shareholders’ association of Nestlé, the Swiss multinational, 
about the alleged danger of HIV transmission through breast milk for babies 
in developing countries. 


There has been a continuing campaign against the use in developing countries 
of powdered milk as a substitute for breastfeeding. According to the United 
Nations Children’s Fund, Unicef, "reversing the decline of breastfeeding in 
the developing world could save the lives of an estimated 1.5 million infants 
every year". It is claimed that instead of being breastfed, children are fed 
milk substitutes made up with contaminated water supplies. 


But others disagree about breastfeeding. An editorial in the latest issue of 
the Nestlé shareholders’ magazine, quoted by the Guardian newspaper in London, 
claimed that a World Health Organization study "states that half-a-million 
children have been contaminated by the milk of HIV-positive mothers". The 
editorial calls on campaigners against powdered milk to reassess their stance. 


However, according to the Guardian, the WHO study also states that even HIV- 
positive women should breastfeed their children unless they have guaranteed 
access to clean water. 


Erlinda Senturias, an executive secretary on health issues for the World 
Council of Churches, told EPS she was very concerned about some recent 
statements questioning the value of breast-feeding. 


Nestlé, along with other companies, is expected to announce later this year 
that it will stop giving free supplies of milk powder to developing countries, 
a practice criticised in the past as encouraging nursing mothers to use bottle 
feeding when breast-feeding would be healthier. 


"The threat to children in developing countries is greater from bottle feeding 
than from being infected by HIV because of breast-feeding", Senturias said. 


She said it was apparent that new efforts were being made to find ways to 
promote bottle feeding. 


She disagreed with a claim by the president of the Nestlé shareholders 
association, Antoine Duchemin, who was quoted by the Guardian as saying that 
"the social and sanitary situation in the world has changed with such speed 
that we have to be ready to undergo a radical shift in thinking". 


Senturias said that the situation "has not changed for the better, but rather 
is worsening for the majority of the people in the two-thirds world". Only 
one-third of the world’s population had access to safe water, which was needed 
to make up powdered milk into bottle feeds, she added. 


"In Manila, for example, even tap water is not necessarily safe." 


A WCC manual on AIDS for health workers in developing countries states that 
"the chances that this low concentration [of HIV in breast milk] can infect 
a baby are extremely low. Since the risks of bottle-feeding are well known, 
mothers should be encouraged to breast-feed their infants under all 
circumstances". 


Pier-Luigi Giovannini, a spokesperson for the. shareholders’ association, told 
the Guardian: "If today it is clear that breast-feeding can spread AIDS and 
that powdered milk is therefore safer, we have a duty to spell it out." 


Senturias, however, pointed to continuing research by Robert Yolken at the 
Johns Hopkins Children’s Centre in Baltimore which suggested that breastfed 
infants generally displayed lower rates of HIV infection than infants who were 
formula fed. Yolken’s research suggested that "human milk may contain a factor 
that protects infants from becoming infected by HIV". 


Numerous studies in developing countries had documented increased rates in 
infant mortality when cow’s milk was substituted for human milk as the 
principal source of infant nutrition, Yolken said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.42 
US Presbyterians ‘re-imagine’ budget contributions 


LOUISVILLE, Kentucky--General Assembly Council staff for the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States (PCUSA) have cut 1994 mission budget revenue 
projections by $ 900 000 in anticipation of financial protests about 
Presbyterian Church involvement in the last year’s Re-Imagining Conference, 
according to Presbyterian News Service. 


The row over the women’s religious conference is still simmering. Many women 
present have criticised opponents for emphasising only the more extreme 
elements of the Minneapolis gathering. The conservative press, however, has 
dwelt on conference presentations and liturgy related to Sophia (wisdom) which 
critics have denounced as "goddess worship". One big-selling religious 
publication claimed that one conference participant said the New Testament’s 
Martha and Mary were in a lesbian relationship. 


Controversy over the conference, held last November, has been so intense, that 
a group of United Methodist women held a special news conference in March, 
declaring: "We are convinced that people frightened by fresh theological 
insights and by challenges to narrow orthodoxy are attempting to discredit and 
malign women. Constructive dialogue is welcome, but irrational and distorted 
attacks increase an environment of violence against women." [EPS 94.03.25] 


According to John McCune in the Corporate and Administrative Services office 
at the Presbyterian Center, 185 congregations - of a total of 11 500 in the 
PCUSA - had, as of March 30, announced some form of protest. 


The protesting churches represent less than one per cent of the denomination’s 
2.8 million members, and seven of them contributed nothing to the General 
Assembly mission budget in 1992. 


However, there may be more. McCune, who served on a staff team of five that 
contacted presbytery executives during the first half of March, said that 
"Some action has been taken by two or three churches in most presbyteries that 
has not reached Louisville yet." Additional letters from sessions were 
arriving each day, he added. 


One church official said it was impossible to calculate the financial fallout 
from the "re-imagining" protest. "Some churches have put their funds in 
escrow, some have already redirected them elsewhere, others are considering 
actions they will not take after all, and some have taken actions we have 
reason to believe they will reverse later", he said. 


Claude Godwin, coordinator of mission funding in the church’s National 

Ministries Division, said the re-imagining protest "looks like a slow fuse, 

so we probably won’t know the full financial impact until the end of the year 
certainly not by general assembly [in June this year]". 


In a separate development in ATLANTA, the United Methodist Church’s Commission 
on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns has issued a call for unity and 
"truth-telling" after the "re-imagining" conference, United Methodist News 
Services report. 


The commission unanimously adopted a statement during its meeting from 7 to 
10 April at which members voiced deep concern about growing disunity and 
charges of false witness regarding the "re-imagining" conference. 


Before the meeting, a group of United Methodists associated with the Institute 
on Religion and Democracy sent an open letter to the commission, claiming the 
"re-imagining" conference promoted "false teachings", and calling for 
"appropriate disciplinary action" against church leaders involved in the 
event. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.43 


Vatican cancels papal visit to Lebanon 

ROME--The Vatican has announced that Pope John Paul II will not visit Lebanon, 
as previously planned. A statement, released by the Vatican and reported by 
the Agence de presse internationale catholique, said that the present 
atmosphere in Lebanon had forced the Pope to delay his pastoral visit. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.44 
Churches launch Rwanda appeal as violence continues 


KIGALI--International church and relief organizations have launched appeals 
for aid to the central African country of Rwanda, amid continuing violence and 
reports of atrocities. 


The violence, which initially appeared aimed at opposition politicians and 
senior civil servants, human rights activists and clergy, has left thousands 
dead. The violence broke out after Rwanda’s president, Juvenal Habyarimana, 
was killed on 6 April in a plane crash, as yet unexplained, at Kigali airport 
[EPS 94.04.02]. 


"All Rwanda is bleeding", Desmond Tutu, Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town and 
president of the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) said, as news 
continued of the killings of tens of thousands of Rwandans. The AACC called 
for a redoubling of peace efforts. 


According to the AACC, eyewitnesses have reported that the streets of Kigali 
are filled with rotting corpses as well as thousands of wounded who cannot be 
reached for medical treatment. 


The AACC called on "partners and supporters to use all possible influence with 
their governments and the UN to effect an immediate end to the violence". 


In one atrocity, 1200 refugees, more than half of them children, taking 
shelter in a church at Musha were massacred on 13 April when armed men kicked 
in the door of the church, opened fire with semi-automatic weapons and 
grenades, and then attacked survivors with knives, clubs and spears. 


In GENEVA, Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of Churches 
described the killings in Musha as "senseless slaughter ... a criminal act of 
the most barbaric kind, and we condemn it in the strongest possible terms". 


In another incident, hundreds of refugees seeking sanctuary on the campus of 
the Adventist University of Central Africa (AUCA) were killed by an armed mob. 
Eleven students at the university were also killed, Adventist Press Service 
reports. The Adventists are Rwanda’s largest protestant denomination. 


A 13-kilometre-long exodus of people was reported along the road out of 
Kigali, the capital, creating a massive refugee crisis. Hundreds of thousands 
of refugees have fled the country with little more than the clothes on their 
back, headed for the neighbouring countries of Zaire, Burundi, Tanzania and 
Uganda. 


The Rwanda Presidential Guard was blamed for the initial massacres, but they 
were later joined by regular army personnel and gangs of heavily armed youths, 
slashing and killing as they looted abandoned homes. The Tutsi minority in 
Rwanda appeared to be the main victims, but large numbers of Hutu, who make 
up the majority in the country, have also died. 


Meanwhile, the Rwandan Patriotic Front, whose rebel army is said to number 
about 20 000 well armed soldiers, is battling for control of Kigali. Members 
of the interim government, formed after the death of Habyarimana, and the 
murder of the prime minister, Agatha Unwilingiyimana, fled Kigali sécr 
Gitarama, 48 kilometres south of the capital, on 12 April. 


UN forces, aided by French and Belgian troops, escorted foreigners to safety, 
but drew criticism for ignoring Rwandans. "They may have had little choice ... 
But while they loaded Europeans onto lorries bound for the airport, Rwandan 
corpses piled up along their routes," the London Economist magazine commented. 


Those fleeing the violence have criticised the 2500-member UN force in Rwanda 
(UNAMIR). Rwandan refugees and some foreign military have described the 
operation as ineffective and uncaring. Unconfirmed reports claim that some UN 
officers fled their posts for fear of being killed. According to the AACC, UN 
officers refused to help Rwandan citizens. [more] 


rwanda/2 


The WCC announced in GENEVA on 18 April that it had launched an emergency 
appeal for Rwanda, and would, in coordination with AACC, organise a plan for 
cross-border action into Rwanda via neighbouring countries coupled with aid 
to refugees. Konrad Raiser, who himself visited Rwanda in December 1993, 
condemned the killings in Rwanda, and called on those responsible "to lay down 
their arms, and to seek to resolve their differences by peaceful means". 


"It is totally unacceptable that any group, political or ethnic, should 
inflict upon others the barbarities which have characterised this latest 
outburst of violence. We fervently hope and pray that out of this tragedy will 
come a renewed attempt to establish viable, democratic institutions for 
Rwanda, and a process leading to lasting peace and reconciliation," he said. 


In BURUNDI, the scene of massive violence early this year, and whose president 
was also killed in the Kigali plane crash, the situation has been described 
as calm but tense. The country’s new president, Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, 
toured the capital in an attempt to pacify the situation. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.45 
Pope opens African synod 


VATICAN CITY--Traditional African rhythms and songs formed part of the opening 
service in the Vatican, presided over by Pope John Paul II, of the first 
African Synod on 10 April. A total of 317 cardinals, bishops and priests are 
taking part in the synod, which will last until 10 May. There was no 
representative from Rwanda at the opening service because of the civil war. 


One of the presidents of the synod, Cardinal Francis Arinze of Nigeria, told 
the Corriere delle Sera that the church in Africa lived with the poor and must 
therefore be a church of the poor. It was necessary, he said, to seek not only 
co-existence, but also good cooperation with Islam in Africa. 


In Africa, there are 220 million Muslims and 237 million Christians, of whom 
about 87 million are Roman Catholics. Issues to be discussed at the synod 
include dialogue with other churches and faiths, evangelisation, Christian 
celebrations that draw on African traditions, and the role of the media. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.46 
Canadian church members urged to discuss Quebec’s future 


TORONTO--The moderator of the United Church of Canada, Stan McKay, in a 
pastoral letter to United Church congregations, has called on church members 
to discuss the future of Canada and Quebec. 


The letter follows a United Church report which proposes that the church 
acknowledge the French-speaking majority of Quebec as a "people". The report, 
will be debated at the church’s general council in August. 


The report was drawn up after the church’s 1992 general council, meeting 
during heated Canadian constitutional discussions, called on the church to 
listen to the voice of the people of Quebec. The Charlottetown accord, which 
would have reserved 25 per cent of seats in the Canadian House of Commons for 
members from Quebec and would have guaranteed Quebec a special status within 
Canada as a "distinct society", was rejected in a referendum in October 1992. 


"Our community of faith finds itself in a country whose unity continues to be 
questioned from within and watched from without. Some fear the threat of 
separation. Others fear the consequences of continuing as if the desire for 
separation for some is not real", McKay wrote a Nis elie es 


The report proposes that the church be re-structured to include the whole of 
Quebec in one conference (church district), that churches outside Quebec twin 
with parishes inside Quebec, and that the church request Canadian education 
authorities to increase French-language and Quebec studies. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.47 
Protests in Pakistan as Christians are shot 


By Edmund Doogue 

GENEVA--Church leaders and Christian associations, both protestant and Roman 
Catholic, across Pakistan have protested to the Punjab authorities after an 
attack by Muslim extremists on 5 April against three Christians accused of 
blasphemy. 


Punjab is one of the four provinces of Pakistan where Christians, who make up 
about two per cent of the whole country’s population of about 95 million, are 
finding life increasingly difficult because of blasphemy laws which have been 
used to legitimize attacks on the members of religious minorities in this 
mainly Islamic country. 


Manzur Masih, aged 40°and the father of 10 children, died immediately on 5 
April when the extremists inflicted 12 bullet wounds on him as he left a High 
Court hearing on blasphemy charges with two other Christians who were members 
of his community and were, with him, accused of blasphemy. 


Rahamat Masih, also facing blasphemy charges, was hit in the stomach by 
bullets, while the hands of Salamat Masih, aged 12, were hit by bullets. 


Salamat and his two "uncles" had been arrested after a complaint filed by the 
Imam of the local mosque in the district of Gujaranwala. The Imam claimed that 
the trio had scribbled obscene graffiti on the walls of the mosque and 
circulated offensive material in the region. 


On 7 April, leaders of the National Council of Churches in Pakistan, and the 
Church of Pakistan, Salvation Army, Presbyterian and Roman Catholic churches 
in Pakistan protested to the Punjab authorities, urging the immediate arrest 
of those responsible for the 5 April attack and the banning and disarming of 
terrorist, sectarian organizations in the region. 


Church leaders also called for the immediate repeal of the blasphemy laws. 


In Geneva, following an approach to the World Council of Churches (WCC) by 
church bodies in Pakistan, the WCC general secretary, Konrad Raiser, wrote to 
Pakistan’s president, Sardar Farooq Legari, to express the WCC’s "deep 
concern" at Masih’s death and the attack. 


"These brutal killing indicate the lack of respect a section of society has 
for the due process of law in Pakistan," Raiser wrote, urging the government 
to consider the repeal of the blasphemy law "as it has become a tool for 
personal vendetta in the hands of religious zealots to oppress and victimize 
the religious minorities in the country". 


According to a WCC source in Pakistan, the blasphemy law "is a licence to kill 
the non-Muslims. There is no other country where such a law is being 
implemented to such an extent. Such laws in our country have promoted 
religious intolerance, anarchy, harassment and sectarianism among the people 
and have given religious sanction to exterminate religious minorities." 


As of 1 May 1991, the death sentence is mandatory for anyone convicted under 
section 295-C of the blasphemy law which forbids derogatory remarks, 
innuendoes and insinuations, direct and indirect, against the Prophet 
Mohammed. 


The WCC source in Pakistan said that over the past two years, three young 
Christian men have been murdered on the pretext of having violated the 
blasphemy law. 


Christians in Pakistan were planning a peaceful demonstration against the 
blasphemy law on 21 April, according to a recent report. 


According to Clement John, executive secretary for the WCC’s Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs and a recent visitor to Pakistan, "the 
brutal killing of Manzur Masih outraged not only Christians, but the moderate 
and progressive Muslims as well ... Despite the gloom cast by the killings, 
progressive Muslims are working hand-in-hand with Christians to fight 
discriminatory laws against religious minorities in Pakistan". [EPS] 


An article, written by Clement John, about the Christian/Muslim struggle 
against discriminatory laws in Pakistan, is to appear in a forthcoming issue 
of One World magazine. 


EPS 94.04.48 
Zulu king and ANC leader make public calls for peace 


JOHANNESBURG--Zulu King Goodwill Zwelethini issued a public appeal for peace 
in the KwaZulu-Natal region of South Africa after meeting a delegation of 
senior South African church leaders on 15 April, Southern African Anglican 
News reports. 


Nelson Mandela, leader of the African National Congress (ANC), had lavish 
praise for the King’s peace initiative the following day, at an election rally 
in the township of Umlazi. 


Conflict is escalating in the region because of differences between political 
parties over whether to participate in this month’s elections. Much of the 
strife is between Zulus who support the Inkatha Freedom Party, led by Chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, King Goodwill’s uncle, which runs the KwaZulu 
administration, and those who support the ANC. 


An attempt by Henry Kissinger, former US secretary of state, and Lord 
Carrington, the former British foreign secretary, to mediate between Inkatha 
and the ANC collapsed the day before King Goodwill’s meeting with the church 
leaders. 


A South Africa human rights commission has estimated that in March 552 people 
were killed in political violence, 311 in Natal alone, 73 per cent more than 
in February, according to epd. 


In his statement, King Goodwill said: "I do understand that my people are 
scattered over all political parties. But I’m not supportive when they kill. 
They must stop hatred." Desmond Tutu, Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, said: 
"All we have come to do was to say we are appealing to His Majesty to do what 
he has always been doing, to call on his people, who are all his people, to 
desist from killing one another." 


Meanwhile, the Ecumenical Monitoring Programme in South Africa (EMPSA) sent 
more than 300 people from 29 countries to various parts of South Africa on 12 
April, in the largest monitoring operation since the programme began in 1992. 
EMPSA intends to monitor incidents of violence in the weeks leading up to the 
27-28 April election and EMPSA monitors will be accredited as election 
observers by the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC). 


EMPSA is sponsored by the South Africa Council of Churches, the Southern 
African Catholic Bishops’ Conference and the World Conference of Religion and 
Peace. It is supported by the World Council of Churches and other bodies. 


From 22 April to 3 May, EMPSA will receive an Ecumenical Eminent Persons Group 
of church and political leaders brought together by the World Council of 
Churches [EPS 94.03.37]. The group will include Nobel peace prize winner 
Rigoberta Menchu and the former president of Zambia, Kenneth Kaunda. However, 
Lord Runcie, the former Archbishop of Canterbury, cannot lead the "eminent 
persons" group because of hospital treatment, the WCC has announced in GENEVA. 
Archbishop Michael Peers, Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada, has agreed 
to take part in the "eminent persons" visit to South Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.49 
Churches to convene second European Ecumenical Assembly 


LEANYFALU, Hungary--The Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the (Roman 
Catholic) Conference of European Bishops’ Conferences (CCEE) have announced 
that a second European Ecumenical Assembly is to take place in May 1997. The 
venue is yet to be chosen. 


The decision to hold the European Assembly was taken at the annual meeting of 
the CEC/CCEE joint committee in Leanyfalu, Hungary. The theme of the assembly 
will be "Reconciliation, Gift of God, Source of Renewed Life". 


A statement from the joint committee referred to "deep and manifold changes 
that have taken place in Europe in the economic, political, social, spiritual 
and religious scene", and said that the committee was "convinced that the 
churches of Europe are now called to express anew their common calling and 
witness in the contemporary European situation". 


The first European Ecumenical Assembly took place in 1989 in Basel, 
Switzerland. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.50 
Former WCC president elected to Argentina’s Constituent Assembly 


By D. Sabanes Plou 

BUENOS AIRES--A former World Council of Churches president, José Miguez- 
Bonino, and a Roman Catholic bishop, Jaime de Nevares, have been elected to 
Argentina’s national Constituent Assembly. 


The assembly has been elected to reform the country’s constitution. The main 
winners at the 10 April election were President Carlos Menem’s Peronist Party, 
which gained 38 per cent of votes nationwide, taking, with other parties 
supporting the Peronist Party, a comfortable majority of 240 of the 305 seats 
in the Constituent Assembly. 


The majority means that Menem can change legislation preventing consecutive 
presidential terms. He will thus ensure that he can go ahead with his plan to 
Stand for a second presidential term. 


The Radical Party, the second strongest political! force an Argentina, won 20 
per cent of the vote. 


Miguez-Bonino and Nevares stood as candidates for the Frente Grande (Broad 
Front), a leftist coalition. The Frente Grande was confirmed in the poll as 
the third biggest political force in Argentina. 


Nevares, who retired last year at the age of 75, is a well known and much 


respected figure, especially in Patagonia where he was bishop for 30 years, 
and for his pastoral work among the poor and indigenous people. 


He has also served as a member of the national commission for missing people, 
set up by former president Raoul Alfonsin to inquire into the violation of 
human rights under the military dictatorship of 1976-1983. Nevares won 29 per 
cent of the votes in his Patagonia constituency. 


Miguez-Bonino, aged 70, a Methodist theologian who gained 37.6 per cent of 
votes in the city of Buenos Aires, was WCC president from 1975 to 1983. 


He is renowned for his work to improve human rights. Evangelicals in Argentina 
hold him in high esteem, above all for his work in recent years in the defence 
of religious liberty and for his opposition to government efforts to restrict 
the work of independent pentecostalist churches, which are growing very 
rapidly. 


"People are fed up with too much corruption and with the empty words of 
politicians", Nevares said after the election. "That is why they have decided 
to vote for people whose worth and commitment to defend the truth they 
recognise." 


According to Reuters news agency, the success of Frente Grande, a coalition 
thrown together just months ago to protest against Menem’s moves to stay in 
power and against charges of government corruption, constituted an upset for 
the president. 


"This is a ‘no’ to corruption, a ‘no’ to Menem’s re-election", Carlos Alvarez, 
Frente Grande’s leader, said on television. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.51 
Protestants double representation in Italian parliament 


ROME--When the newly-elected Italian parliament met for the first time on 15 
April, twice as many protestants as in the previous parliament took their 
seats, the Italian protestant newS agency nev reports. There are five 
protestants in the lower house and one in the Senate; five were elected as 
members of a left-wing "progressive" list, while one represents the Northern 
League, which is part of the right-wing alliance which won the elections. 


Among the newcomers is Domenico Maselli, a minister of the Waldensian Church 
in Lucca and associate professor of history at Florence university. His 
election text was taken from the Bible: "True justice is the harvest reaped 
by peacemakers from seeds sown in a spirit of peace" (James 3:18). However, 
Waldensian minister, Giorgio Bouchard, president of the Federation of 
Protestant Churches in Italy, a candidate on the "progressive" list, failed 
to get elected. He was defeated by another protestant, Lucio Malan, 
representing the Northern League. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.52 
‘Bible pushed out as churches take to videos and self-help books’ 


By Edmund Doogue 

EDINBURGH--Leaders of Bible societies in Europe and the United States have 
claimed there is frightening and growing ignorance of the Bible in all 
sections of Western society, including among Christians and the well educated. 


While publishing figures suggest wider circulation of the Bible in the 
developing world, there are strong signs that familiarity with the Bible in 
Western countries is falling. It was recently estimated that 85 per cent of 
Western Christians have not read the whole Bible. 


Fergus Macdonald, general secretary of the National Bible Society of Scotland 
and chairman of the European Production Fund of the United Bible Societies, 
Said early in April: "The role of scriptures in Europe today is marked by 
ambivalence, by crisis as well as new opportunities. 


"The crisis is first of all one of growing biblical illiteracy. University 
teachers complain that students are so unfamiliar with biblical persons like 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and the names of the apostles of Jesus, that they 
are not able to grasp the content of classical works in European literature." 


Macdonald told EPS that "there is a genuine feeling that churches in the 
northern hemisphere are in greater need of rediscovery of the Bible than the 
younger churches". 


Of Scotland, he said: "Only a small minority of church members read the 
Bible." This was part and parcel, he said, of the secularisation of society 
which was stronger in the northern hemisphere than in the southern hemisphere. 


Eugene Rubingh, director of translations for the International Bible Society, 
said that "in many churches, the latest video presentation or the latest 
Christian self-help book with a study guide have diminished the emphasis on 
making the church’s ministry Bible-based". 


A recent Gallup poll in the United States had shown that only 12 per cent of 
Americans who attended church once a month or more read the Bible on a regular 
basis. 


Because of growing concern about ignorance of scripture, the Forum of Bible 
Agencies has organised an international consultation - to include 250 
participants from more than 60 countries - to take place in Dalfsen, the 
Netherlands, from 20 to 25 April. 


Macdonald said that the consultation, "Living Word for a Dying World", could 
"mark a watershed in the life of the contemporary Christian church, initiating 
the return to biblical literacy". 


He told EPS that the consultation could be a "learning experience" for those 
from the north as "there is more excitement about the Bible in the south". 


He also said that there was often a patronising attitude among those from 
churches of the north who seemed to think that Christians from the south had 
an unsophisticated attitude to the Bible. 


Macdonald said that the consultation was intended to be "a _ genuine 
consultation" where answers to the problems raised should come from workshops 
and small groups. 


The forum represents 14 Bible distribution and translation organizations. 
Among the sponsors for the international consultation are the United Bible 
Societies, Lutheran Bible Translators and the Scripture Union. 


The Guardian newspaper reports that SOUTH KOREA has overtaken the United 
States as the world’s biggest exporter of bibles, exporting 4.7 million bibles 
in 102 languages in 1992. The report says that the Assemblies of God church 
is experiencing spectacular growth in South Korea and adds that churches 
across a wide spectrum are exerting more influence in South Korea. 


More people in the US pray in bed than in church according to a Gallup poll 
published in April, epd adds from NEW YORK. The survey found that 87 per cent 
of Americans pray at least once a week, but only one tenth of them do so in 
a church, synagogue or mosque. Thirty-four per cent said that they chose to 
pray before falling asleep in bed. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.53 
Albanian church leader appeals for peace after attack on barracks 


TIRANA--The Primate of Albania, Archbishop Anastasios, has issued a call for 
justice and solidarity after the murder of two Albanian soldiers on 10 April. 


The Albanian government has accused the Greek government of being directly 
involved in the shooting of the two soldiers at an army barracks at Peshkepi 
in the south of Albania. However, according to some sources, the attack was 
carried out by "Greek terrorists". 


Anastasios, who is Archbishop of Tirana in the Autocephalous Albanian Orthodox 
Church, which includes people of Greek origin among its members, has issued 
a statement criticising the violence, especially in the light of the church’s 
efforts to promote peace and solidarity in the region. 


"We share in the deep sorrow caused by the terrorist attack against innocent 
people at Peshkepi, and deeply sympathise with the families of the ViCeimsis 
Anastasios said. "Christian conscience strongly disapproves and condemns acts 
of terrorism." 


With a plea for justice and "the Stabilization of peace in our region", 
Anastasios said: "We do not have the right to remain silent when a group of 
unknown masked persons seek to undermine the honest struggles for the 
development of friendship undertaken between people." 


On 14 April, after several days of mounting tension, the Albanian government 
agreed. to begin talks with Athens to resolve the argument over the attack. 


The Orthodox Church of Albania was accepted as a member of the World Council 
of Churches at the WCC’s central committee meeting in Johannesburg in January 
this year. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.54 
Confiscated Orthodox and Lutheran buildings restored in Russia 


MOSCOW--The restoration of the Danilov Monastery, one of Russian Orthodoxy’ s 
historic buildings, founded in 1281 by Prince Daniel, has been completed, the 
London Economist magazine reports. 


The monastery, the ancient church of the Fathers of the Seven Ecumenical 
Councils, was confiscated by Stalin in 1930 and turned into a prison for young 
offenders. Its monks disappeared, and were possibly executed. It was handed 
back to the Russian Orthodox Church in 1983. 


Two self-taught icon painters have recreated a perfect replica of a 15th 
century interior. In doing so, they have ignored the old decoration of the 
monastery, which dated from the end of the 19th century, which one of the 
restorers described as "horrible". 


According to the Economist, the fact that the restoration ignores last 
century’s decoration is symptomatic of a wider tendency in the Russian 
Orthodox Church which ascribes the "church's decline into decadence" as 
beginning with Peter the Great rather than the Russian Revolution. 


Meanwhile, a Lutheran church building in Lenin’s birthplace of ULANOVSK has 
been re-opened, epd reports. St Mary’s church was confiscated in 1930, and 
ite" pastor “shot? *The “derelict building, returned to church authorities in 
1991, was restored with help from the churches in the German town of 
Géttingen, whose superintendent, Hinrich Buss, attended the service of 
rededication. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.55 


’Forgive us’, Russian Patriarch asks Hungarians 
BUDAPEST--Patriarch Alexei II, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, has sought 
forgiveness for the 1956 Soviet invasion of Hungary and pledged to build 
closer ties with Hungarian Roman Catholic and protestant churches, Peace Media 
Service reports. Speaking to members of the Hungarian parliament, he said that 
the action of previous Soviet leaders "cast a shadow over the whole Russian 
nation" because of their role in the suppression of the Hungarian uprising. 
"Together with the whole Hungarian nation, I weep for the victims and their 
sufferings. As a Patriarch of the Church, responsible to God for his nation, 
I wish to entreat your forgiveness for the guilt of 1956," he said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.56 
Church teams to monitor El Salvador election 


GENEVA--Church observers are to be sent to El Salvador to monitor the second 
round of voting in El Salvador’s presidential election on 24 April. The two 
candidates are Armando Calderon Sol, of the ruling right-wing ARENA party, who 
narrowly missed an absolute majority in the first round of voting, and Ruben 
Zamora, of the left-wing coalition supported by the FLMN guerrilla movement. 


An ecumenical team of observers at the first round of voting on 20 March found 
"serious irregularities" in the way the election was conducted [EPS 94.03.39]. 


The UN security council has called on the authorities in El Salvador to ensure 
that the "irregularities" are not repeated in the second round of voting in 
April, epd adds from NEW YORK. While there was no evidence of fraud, the 
electoral register needed to be updated and more polling stations erected. 
About 2.4 million electors could not vote because their names were not on the 
electoral register or because of difficulties at the polling stations. 


The ecumenical team, which is being coordinated by the Lutheran World 
Federation, is also supported by the World Council of Churches, the Latin 
American Council of Churches and the US National Council of Churches. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.57 
Thousands honour Emiliano Zapata 


MEXICO CITY--Tens of thousands of people took to the streets on 11 April to 
mark the 75th anniversary of the assassination of Emiliano Zapata, a fighter 
for Mexican independence, according to a report in the Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung. Many of the demonstrators were peasants from the southern state of 
Chiapas, who began a rebellion against the Mexican government in January [EPS 
94.03.04]. 


A draft peace agreement between the government and the Zapatista rebels was 
announced in March after the intervention of Roman Catholic Bishop Samuel Ruiz 
Garcia of San Cristobal de las Casas. However, talks with the Zapatista’s 
peasant supporters were halted after the assassination of a presidential 
candidate on 23 March. A spokesperson for the Zapatista rebels said that the 
movement did not intend at present to re-open negotiations. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.58 
Churches warn Europeans of aid cuts to developing countries 


By Jane Mayes 

BRUSSELS--Plans to renegotiate a trade and aid agreement, known as Lomé IV, 
between the European Union (EU) and nearly 70 developing countries, may lead 
to cuts in development aid to these countries, a senior church delegation 
warned in Brussels on 13 April. 


The Lomé conventions, the first one signed in 1975, regulate trade and aid 
issues between the EU and 69 former colonial territories of the EU’s member 
states, known as the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) group of countries. 


Speaking during a visit to lobby European Union.-oftacials,. the. church 
delegation claimed that the concepts of "human rights" and "decentralised 
cooperation policies" were being used to cut back on aid and to bypass the 
governments of ACP states, during the mid-term review of Lomé IV. 


The delegation comprised Frank Alleyne, an economist representing the 
Caribbean Conference of Churches, John Powell, Finance Secretary of the 
Pacific Conference of Churches, and Leopold Mureithi, also an economist 
representing the Association of Episcopal Conferences in East Africa. 


The church delegates won cautious support from Terry Wynn, a leading 
campaigner on development issues in the European Parliament, who is also a 
Methodist lay preacher. He told EPS that while human rights questions could 
not be left out altogether, the right terminology had to be found to make the 
concept acceptable to the ACP states. [EPS] 


. EPS 94.04.59 
Church fund launched to support Eastern European churches 


EDINBURGH--Warning of a "scandal" if a financial crisis were to do what 
communism failed to do - isolate the churches of Central and Eastern Europe - 
the president of the Conference of European Churches (CEC) has launched a 
£1 million appeal. 


John Arnold, Anglican dean of Durham and CEC president, said in March that 
"the current plight of the churches [in Central and Eastern Europe] threatens 
to do what communism failed to do, namely to cut them off from fellowship with 
the churches of Western Europe". 


Arnold said that the fund, to help overcome the financial problems of churches 
in Central and Eastern Europe, gave Western churches a chance to play a unique 
role in helping unity and stability. 


He stressed that the role of the churches, East and West, must be maintained. 
"Governments and businesses have their own interests, and it is the churches, 
more than anyone else, who speak out for Europe", Arnold said. 


The appeal, to industrial and commercial companies, charitable trusts and 
individuals in the United Kingdom and Ireland, has the support of CEC local 
member churches. The appeal patrons are Sir Robin Barbour, former moderator 
of the Church of Scotland, Betty Boothroyd, speaker of the UK Parliament’s 
House of Commons, George Carey, Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Macfarlane of 
Bearsden, who is Lord High Commissioner of the Church of Scotland, and UK 
showbusiness personality, Sir Harry Secombe. 


Andrew Morton, the appeal secretary, said that in many cases churches in 
Eastern Europe had previously been prevented from meeting their Western 
counterparts because "official permission" was withheld, but now lack of money 
was impeding the contact. 


A CEC spokesperson said that just when there was greater opportunity of 
contact between the churches, following the changes in Eastern Europe aoe oe 
actual contact was in fact becoming more difficult. 


"With their compatriots, they [the churches of Eastern and Central Europe] 
face crippling rates of inflation", the spokesperson said. "They no longer 
have the financial support which paradoxically the old regimes gave the 
churches, on the basis that those who paid the piper hoped to call the tune. 


"They face immense new expenditure", the spokesperson said, “on repairing 
formerly confiscated and now dilapidated church buildings, and on meeting new 


. 


demands in the fields of education, broadcasting, social work and publishing. 


"Before 1989, they contributed nearly five per cent of the budget of the 
Conference of European Churches. Now they can neither do that nor pay their 
way at meetings. It may take a whole year’s salary of an Orthodox priest in 
Moscow to travel to a meeting in Prague." 


In GENEVA Hans Schmocker, CEC secretary for finance and administration, told 
EPS: "Member churches [of CEC] cannot participate in ecumenical events because 
they cannot afford to. They have no money to travel and visit sister churches 
or take part in international consultations. 


"We would hope that this fund would also allow the continuation of ecumenical 
activities within Central and Eastern Europe", Schmocker said. "There isa 
great danger that contacts are maintained only along confessional lines, 
rather than ecumenically. This fund can encourage encounters between various 
denominations at international meetings." 


Patrick Rodger, a former president of CEC, and Mary Corsar, Scottish patron 
of the appeal, were among those present at the launch in Edinburgh. 


A trust fund for the appeal has been established in Scotland by the CEC member 
churches in UK and Ireland. 


The CEC spokesman added: "Such East-West meeting of churches is an important 
contribution to the unity and stability of Europe, at a time when our 
continent seems once again to be falling apart." [EPS] 


. 


EPS 94.04.60 
Walter Arnold, a ’living bridge’, dies in Stuttgart 


STUTTGART--Walter Arnold, a member of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches since 1983, died in Stuttgart on 8 April, aged 64. 


From 1973 to 1992 he was executive secretary for Mission, Ecumenical Relations 
and Church Development Services of the Oberkirchenrat (church administration) 
of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Wirttemberg. He also served as general 
secretary of the German YMCA and president of the World Alliance of YMCAs. 


In a letter to Theo Sorg, Bishop of the Wirttemberg church, Konrad Raiser, WCC 
general secretary, himself from Arnold’s church, described Walter Arnold as 
a "living bridge to my spiritual home in Wurttemberg". 


"During the 20 years of his contacts with the WCC, Walter Arnold won friends 
throughout the world ... His upright nature and his protestant piety meant 
he became a significant adviser and mediator in difficult situations, 
particularly during his membership of the central committee. He never sought 
any advantage for himself, but always thought of the well-being of the whole 
church", wrote Raiser. 


Walter Arnold was particularly active in efforts to promote better 
understanding between evangelicals and the ecumenical movement. In recent 
years, his church hosted two important consultations on issues of mission and 
evangelism, at which representatives of both the WCC and international 
evangelical organizations were present. He also played a leading role in 
organizing a consultation in Stuttgart in February 1993 between evangelicals 
and representatives of Orthodox churches. 


In 1993, Arnold was made a Commander of the Gregorius Order, a papal honour 
usually reserved for Roman Catholics, in recognition of his services to 
ecumenism. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.61 
Jurgen Moltmann retires 


TUBINGEN--Jurgen Moltmann, one of Germany's best known protestant 
theologians, retired at the end of March from his position as professor at the 
faculty for protestant theology at the university of Tubingen, epd reports. 
He came to international attention with the publication in 1964 of Theology 
of Hope. Since then, some of his works have been translated into the world’s 
major. languages. 


In 1980, Moltmann was one of 13 protestant theologians who called on 
Christians to support the Social Democratic party in Germany’s general 
election. He began his studies of theology as a prisoner of war in Great 
Britain, and was a pastor in Bremen, before holding academic positions in 
Wuppertal and Bonn. He taught theology in Tubingen since 1967, and was an 
active participant in ecumenical talks and Jewish-Christian dialogue. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.62 
WARC leader called to lecture on Central European theology 


CHICAGO--Milan Opocensky, general secretary of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, has been called as visiting professor for the 1994 spring term at 
McCormick Theological Seminary. Opocensky, who comes from the Czech Republic, 
will teach a course on "Theology and the Church in Central Europe" which will 
focus on the ecumenical implications of the life of the church in central and 
Eastern Europe during the Cold War. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.63 
Japanese general secretaries chosen 


TOKYO--The National Christian Council of Japan has elected Ken’ichi Ohtsu as 
its new general secretary to succeed Munetoshi Maejima. Ohtsu, a Kyodan 
pastor, aged 51, has served as Secretary for Development and Service in the 
Christian Conference of Asia. 


Meanwhile, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan has designated Kazuhiro 
Mori, auxiliary bishop of the Tokyo diocese, as its general secretary. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.64 
New apartment building to house ecumenical staff in Geneva 


GENEVA--A new apartment block, constructed for the World Council of Churches 
(wCcC), near its Geneva headquarters, is one of the first apartment blocks 
constructed by a non-governmental organization in Geneva to house its 
employees. Construction began in March 1993 and the first tenants are to take 
up residence in October 1994. The architect was Patrick Lacourt. 


An inauguration ceremony for the building was held on 14 April, with 
architects, building workers, Geneva authorities and ecumenical staff present. 


The WCC decided to construct the building after several housing shortages in 
Geneva over the past 20 years, to house some of its employees, who come to the 
WCC’s headquarters in Geneva from the four corners of the globe, often for 
relatively short periods. 


The building will also house employees of the WCC’s sister organizations, the 
Lutheran World Federation, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and the 
Conference of European Churches, which, along with the WCC, have their 
headquarters in the Ecumenical Centre. 


The World Council of Churches stipulated that the building should be 
environmentally sound. The building is heated with gas, but also has solar 
panels on the roof to heat water and to boost the central heating. 


In 1993, during the construction of the building, workers discovered a human 
skeleton on the site. Archaeologists who were called in to investigate 
discovered 40 tombs, dating from the fifth to the eighth centuries. The tombs 
sometimes held one skeleton, sometimes several, probably members of the same 
family. 


The building has 54 apartments with 237 rooms. Forty-two apartments will be 
occupied by employees of the WCC and sister organizations, while the 12 
remaining apartments will be allotted by the Geneva authorities to other 
people who need accommodation. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.65 
20 Anglican priests expected to join Orthodox church 


DONCASTER--David Sennitt, an Anglican clergyman in Doncaster, England, is to 
leave the Church of England and become an Orthodox priest, according to the 
Guardian newspaper, published in London. The newspaper reports that Sennitt 
will be followed by up to 20 other Anglican clergy, who will switch their 
allegiance to a metropolitan archbishop of the church of Antioch, based in New 
York. 


Roughly half of Sennitt’s 100-strong congregation will follow him from 

St Jude’s church, Hexthorpe, to a disused cemetery chapel which is to become 
his new headquarters. Another 19 priests are expected to follow Sennitt to the 
Orthodox priesthood, because of their opposition to women priests. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.66 
Red mayor ended his days a Christian Democrat, says ‘Don Camillo’ 


PARMA--"Don Camillo", the Roman Catholic priest continually at odds with a 
Communist mayor, Peppone Bottazzi in Giovanni Guareschi’s books, has been 
"found", alive, well and living in northern Italy. Don Ottorino Davighi, told 
journalists that he was the model for the figure of Dom Camillo, according to 
epd. 


Many of Guareschi’s tales happened in reality, the 74-year-old retired priest 
said, recalling football matches between Christians and communists, a journey 
to the Soviet Union, and an occasion when he plastered the "red" town hall 
with posters for the Christian Democrats. 


While Davighi has remained true to his faith, the same cannot be said for the 
character who inspired the figure of the Communist mayor. "Peppone" converted 
to the Roman Catholic church and died a convinced Christian Democrat. [EPS] 
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Historic vote by millions of South Africans marks apartheid’s end 


wcc staff member to head Reformed Church in America 
Presbyterians support ecumenism, poll finds 

Kung and Raiser debate religion’s role 

Christian leaders condemn Gorazde ‘onslaught’ 


Anglican bishop ordained as Roman Catholic priest 
Lutherans condemn anti-semitism 

Survey paints contradictory picture of Russian Christians 
Bohemian bank has assets frozen 

Ecumenical interpreter helps European dialogue 
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NEWS IN BRIEF: 


Bonhoeffer letters to be published in 1995 
Ethnic clashes are ‘devil’s work’ 
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Roman Catholic bishops apologise to divorced people 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 32.50 UK pounds; 55 
US dollars; 69.50 Canadian dollars; 77.50 Australian dollars; 79.50 Swiss 
francs; 95 New Zealand dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 
315 French francs; 365 Swedish kronor; or 625 Indian rupees. 


EPS appears about three times a month and is edited by Stephen Brown and 
Edmund Doogue. 
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EPS is now available on ECUNET, an electronic network, together with its 
French-language sister publication SOEPI. ECUNET subscribers can access EPS 
stories as soon as they are published. For further information on ECUNET 
contact David Pozzi-Johnson at the World Council of Churches. 


The EPS editors can be reached by e-mail. The EPS INTERNET address is: 
31domain.WCC1.EPS@WCCXSMTP .WCC-COE.ORG 


KKKKKKEKEKKKEKEKKEKEEKE 


The Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation based in Kitwe, Zambia, is seeking a 
competent person with long experience of managing funds to fill the post of 
Finance Controller and to be responsible for all the financial operations of 
the institution, from September 1994. For further information, please 
contact: The Director, Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation, P.O. Box 21493, Kitwe, 
Zambia (Telephone: Kitwe 214572/211488/215198/211269; Telex: ZA 52050). 
Closing date for applications is “30 July 1994: 
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EPS 94.04.67 
Historic vote by millions of South Africans marks apartheid’s end 


By Edmund Doogue 

JOHANNESBURG--Millions of South Africans queued for hours to take part in the 
country’s first democratic election, which began on 26 April, and which marked 
the final end of the apartheid system. The election was marred, however, by 
a bombing campaign, apparently by right-wing extremists. 


At the stroke of midnight the old flag of South Africa was lowered for the 
last time. A new flag was unfurled, symbolising the contribution of all the 
peoples of South Africa to the development of the country. 


"Let us vote in such overwhelming numbers that we show everyone how much we 
love our country, how much we love our people, how much we love peace and how 
much we love life itself", Nelson Mandela, the leader of the African National 
Congress said. 


However, Kenneth Kaunda, the former president of Zambia, has warned that the 
world should be cautious in its expectations of South Africa’s first non- 
racial elections, because of the deep divisions in South African society. 


Kaunda, who, with Joan Campbell, general secretary of the National Council of 
Churches in the USA, is leading a 10-member "Eminent Persons Group" monitoring 
the elections, said that he believed the obstacles facing South Africa’s 
progress to a democratic society would be overcome. But he said that when 
South Africans wake up the day after the election "they will find the day is 
as dark as the day before - because the new government cannot do everything 
overnight - and they will be disappointed". 


Campbell called on churches worldwide not to abandon South Africa and its 
churches now that an election was being held. She said that the task of 
building a new nation would be every bit as difficult as has been the ending 
of apartheid’s oppression. "Some people have been working for 30 years to end 
apartheid", Campbell said. 


Kaunda and Campbell were speaking at the Ecumenical Centre in GENEVA before 
flying to Johannesburg with other members of the Eminent Persons team, which 
is part of the Ecumenical Monitoring Programme in South Africa (EMPSA), a 
joint project of the World Council of Churches, the South African Council of 
Churches and the South African Catholic Bishops’ Conference. 


Daniel Ntoni-Nzinga, a consultant to EMPSA who is also a member of the Eminent 
Persons Group, also warned against too much cynicism about the African 
National Congress as election day approaches. 


Ntoni-Nzinga, interviewed by EPS in Geneva, praised the "political maturity" 
of successful moves to include the Inkatha Freedom Party in the elections, 
describing the participation as a major step forward in reducing the 
likelihood of widespread bloodshed in South Africa. 


"T don’t think that all the problems have been solved, but the worst has been 
averted", Ntoni-Nzinga, a clergyman originally from Angola, told EPS. "If they 
stick to the agreement, we can have an election without heavy bloodshed." 


Ntoni-Nzinga had been in central Johannesburg on 28 March when fighting broke 
out between supporters of the ANC and Inkatha, killing 18 people and injuring 
more than 250 others. Describing the violence, Ntoni-Nzinga said it "was 
‘symbolic of the kind of conflict we can expect if a peaceful settlement is not 
reached at the end of April". 


Ntoni-Nzinga praised the accommodation made by the ANC to help persuade 
Inkatha’s leader, Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, to take part in the elections. 


"The process of transition to democracy is being redefined in South Africa by 
the inclusiveness of the process", he said. "Whatever concessions have been 
made to Inkatha - and we may not be aware of all of them - are very important. 
This shows a high standard of political maturity." 


Ntoni-Nzinga agreed that there was in South Africa some cynicism about the 
ANC’s ability to implement the policies it has presented if, as expected, it 
wins the election. But he added: "On the other hand, I don’t think it is wrong 
for them [the ANC] to be realistic. The ANC has not been in power before, and 
will have to adjust its strategy to achieve its goals." [more] 
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While compromises by the ANC leader Nelson Mandela in his dialogue with 
Buthelezi and with Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini had been criticised by some 
as "weakness", Ntoni-Nzinga argued in favour of the realistic approach adopted 
by the ANC. "You cannot change things only by hammering", he said. 


In recent polls in South Africa, he added, the ANC was tipped to win between 
60 and 70 per cent of the vote, while the ruling National Party had increased 
its share in the opinion polls, from 16 per cent to 19 per cent. 


Ntoni-Nzinga said that there were reports that some black people were going 
to vote National Party "for money, though I don’t have any proof of that 

Some are going to vote National Party because they lack direction, and some 
for reasons of security - they think the National Party will guarantee jobs". 


Ntoni-Nzinga was highly critical of people whom he described as "criminals 
exploiting the tension over the election for their own interests". They had 
no political motives, he said, but "they used to enjoy life under the old 
rule, and now their view is ‘I am going to get nothing, so you should get 
nothing’. 


EMPSA had 320 monitors in South Africa for the election, he told EPS. 
Applications were still coming in from around the world, but it was not 
possible to send more monitors at this stage, he said. 


In Johannesburg, South Africa’s Roman Catholic bishops have issued a statement 
advising clergy and members of religious institutes not to take up official 
involvement in the political process. 


"While we firmly believe that the church has an important function in the 
politicabslifecot ta society, we do not accept that this function is best 
fulfilled by priests and members of religious institutes accepting public 
office and-exercising political power. The canon law of the Catholic Church 
expressly prohibits this*, the bishops said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.68 
wcec staff member to head Reformed Church in America 


GENEVA--A member of the World Council of Churches staff, Wesley Granberg- 
Michaelson, has been nominated to be general secretary of the Reformed Church 
in America. Granberg-Michaelson will leave the WCC to take up his new position 
in the summer. 


His appointment, to succeed Fdwin Mulder, was approved unanimously by the 
Reformed Church in America’s general synod council at its meeting in Chicago 
from 5 to 7 April. The nomination will be presented to the church’s general 
synod in June for approval. Granberg-Michaelson has pledged himself to work 
for renewal of the church, saying: "There is a new search today for what it 
means to be the church together. The future is linked to renewal in the life 
of local congregations." 


Granberg-Michaelson is at present executive secretary of the WCC’s Unit III 
on Justice, Peace and Creation. He joined the WCC staff in 1988 as director 
of Church and Society, and has served as moderator of the task force on 
relations with evangelicals. Before joining the WCC staff, he was founder and 
president of the New Creation Institute in Montana, managing editor of 
Sojourners magazine, and chief assistant to US senator, Mark Hatfield, of 
Oregon. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.69 
Presbyterians support ecumenism, poll finds 


RICHMOND, Virginia--Most Presbyterians in the United States support their 
church’s membership of the World Council of Churches and the National Council 
of Churches, according to a poll by the Presbyterian Panel. A weekly magazine, 
Presbyterian Outlook, reports that the poll found that 65 per cent of church 
members and elders support membership of the two ecumenical organizations. 
Among clergy, support was even higher at 79 per cent. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.70 
Kling and Raiser debate religion’s role 


by Stephen Brown 

BASEL--Two leading ecumenical figures, Hans Kiting and Konrad Raiser, clashed, 
during a public debate in Basel organised by the Swiss radio station DRS, over 
churches’ responsibility for the continuing war in Bosnia. 


The debate on the "role of religion in an apocalyptic age", chaired by Swiss 
radio journalist Alois Schuler, focused on the role of religion in peace- 
making, inter-faith dialogue and in contributing to the future of the world. 


King, director of the Ecumenical Institute of the University of Ttbingen, 
Germany, told the audience that "religion had failed" in former Yugoslavia, 
adding that he could not except the World Council of Churches and the Vatican 
from his.criticism. He said that the churches in former Yugoslavia should have 
worked for reconciliation between Serbs and Croats in the years following the 
second world war. 


Raiser, general secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, 
admitted that it would be "fully inappropriate to try and defend what we have 
done". 


"Everything. that we have attempted has been done too late", he told the 
audience in the Basel Volkshaus, packed to capacity. 


But Raiser criticised the assumption "that if religions can find an 
understanding then peoples will be able to". The war in former Yugoslavia was 
not, at its roots, a religious war, he said. 


He said that King’s demand for a clear statement by religious leaders was "the 
overestimate of religious people who believe that by saying something in 
public they thereby change the facts of the matter." 


Raiser pointed to the fact that the world’s media had ignored a statement by 
the Serbian bishops’ conference distancing itself from the policies of the 
Serbian leadership. 


Kung, who had his accreditation as a Roman Catholic theologian withdrawn in 
1979 by the Vatican because of differences over Christology and papal 
infallibility, has not moderated his criticism of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy. 


"There is much opposition in the Catholic Church to the course currently being 
maintained by Rome", he said during the debate, calling on the Roman Catholic 
Ghurcha sto /- follow’ *the “Anglicans’ in ordaining..women,, »j/to, lift. the 
excommunications dating from the time of the Reformation, and to recognise the 
validity of Anglican and protestant orders. 


Christendom, King claimed, is in a situation of flux. At the beginning of the 
twentieth century, there was an expectation that the world might be 
evangelised within the century. However, it was the peoples and faiths of 
other continents who are now challenging European Christendom, he said. 


King is. now devoting his energies to the search for a "Global Ethic", which 
is necessary, he claimed, for a multi-faith world which is growing together. 
"The international community needs certain standards", he said. The idea of 
a declaration of "human obligations", to match the declaration of human 
rights, an idea considered at the time of the French Revolution but never 
implemented, was again worth discussing, he said. 


King, claiming that the Hebrew Torah, the Koran and the Christian Bible shared 
the "same basic rules", was a prime mover behind the "Parliament of the 
World’s Religions" which took place in Chicago in 1993..:The Parliament’s final 
declaration was an authoritative statement that could help formulate a global 
ethic,” he’’said. 


Despite his criticism of the Roman Catholic hierarchy today, King paid tribute 
to the Second Vatican Council, and particularly its claim that people of other 
faiths might still find salvation. "I am pleased that the Second Vatican 
Council took place in time. It was the precondition to take them [members of 
other faiths] seriously" [more] 
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Unlike Hans King who is, as far as his own denomination is concerned, an 
"outsider", Konrad Raiser is an ecumenical "insider". Raiser spent fourteen 
years on the staff of the WCC before becoming a professor of theology at 
Bochum University in 1983. He became WCC general secretary in early 1993. 


At the head of an organization which represents most protestant, Orthodox and 
Anglican churches, Raiser might be expected to support demands to bring church 
leaders together for public statements. Despite this, however, Raiser 
professed himself sceptical about the value of statements and declarations by 
Christian and other religious leaders. 


He said he disagreed with Kung that an authoritative ethical statement by 
religious leaders would impress school students. Students found it difficult 
to accept declarations as such, he claimed, and said that biographies of 
people, such as Mahatma Gandhi, who had lived non-violence, were more 
impressive. 


Instead of religious leaders’ declarations, he pointed to the role of grass- 
roots action by Christians and other activists in creating a more just 
society. 


To massive applause from the audience, Raiser referred to women’s peace 
initiatives in Bosnia-Herzegovina. "The most courageous peace workers in 
former Yugoslavia are women. If women had a clearer public voice it wouldn’t 
have come to this. The conflict is the result of a world mis-ruled by men", 
he said. 


Raiser said that he was inspired by the example of the historic peace 
churches, such as the Quakers or the Brethren, and called on churches to 
promote a "peace service" to replace the military service that young people 
are obliged to undertake in many countries. 


The task of the churches was to bring people together across "bridges of 
reconciliation" and to "breach the communications gap", he said. Sending 
ecumenical monitoring and observation teams toa number of the world’s trouble 
spots had "contributed significantly to a reduction in violence", he said. 
Dispatching such ecumenical teams was becoming increasingly necessary "at any 
rate, more necessary than dispatching a Rapid Deployment Force". 


On inter-faith dialogue, Raiser said that although the statements of the 
Second Vatican Council had been a breakthrough, he questioned whether "a 
theology of the salvation of non-Christians [was needed] in order to take them 
seriously". "Do I have to find them a place in my scheme of things to take 
them seriously?", he asked, asserting that "the real task is to take them 
seriously in their differences". 


Christianity was particularly sensitive about inter-faith differences, he 
said, because it "began with the split from Judaism". "In the final analysis 
we are a schismatic religion. Our roots go back to a process of division", he 
said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.71 
Christian leaders condemn Gorazde ‘onslaught’ 


GENEVA--The general secretaries of the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the 
Conference of European Churches (CEC) have expressed "sympathy and prayers Loy 
the families of these and all other victims of this cruel onslaught" in a 
letter to the supreme head of the Islamic Community in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
following news of a massacre in the besieged city of Gorazde. 


"It is intolerable that such actions take place in a city which has been 
designated for special protection as a ‘safe area’ by the United Nations, and 
which has, in fact, proved to be nothing of the sort", Konrad Raiser, for the 
wcec, and Jean Fischer, for CEC, wrote in their letter to Mustafa Ceric in 
Sarajevo. "As Christian leaders, we wish to express to you ... our heartfelt 
sorrow at the news of these tragic deaths", they wrote. 


The two church leaders pledged their willingness to remain in contact with the 
Islamic community and to promote dialogue and cooperation between religious 
leaders from former Yugoslavia. They would "reject all attempts to define the 
hostilities in Bosnia Herzegovina as a religious conflict", they wrote. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.72 
Anglican bishop ordained as Roman Catholic priest 


LONDON--The former Anglican Bishop of London, Graham Leonard, has been 
received into communion with Rome and has been conditionally ordained to the 
Roman Catholic priesthood, in ceremonies conducted by Basil Hume, Cardinal 
Archbishop of Westminster, writes Robert Nowell. He was received into the 
Roman Catholic church on Easter Wednesday, 6 April but his conditional 
ordination took place only on 23 April. 


His ordination was conditional because the authorities in Rome judged that a 
"prudent doubt" existed concerning the validity of his Anglican orders. 
Bishops of the Old Catholic Church of the Union of Utrecht, whose orders are 
recognized by Rome as valid, were involved in Leonard’s consecration as a 
bishop of the Church of England. 


A statement issued by Cardinal Hume said that many complex factors would need 
to be verified in each case of a former Anglican clergyman seeking conditional 
ordination as a Catholic priest. "It is most unlikely that sufficient evidence 
will normally be available, but in Dr Leonard’s case very full documentation 
was available which enabled the authorities in Rome to reach a judgement, and 
in this particular case that judgement was that a ‘prudent doubt’ exists", he 
added. 


In a separate development, the German Union of Catholic Women has expressed 
dismay at the Roman Catholic welcome given to priests from the Church of 
England who are converting to Roman Catholicism following the ordination of 
women priests in the Church of England. According to the Adventist Press 
Service in Brussels, the women’s union questioned the "credibility" of the 
Vatican in accepting opposition to women’s ordination as a sufficient reason 
for conversion. 


The London Guardian reported that Leonard cited the ordination of women as the 
trigger for his conversion to Roman Catholicism. "It is a great joy for me to 
be in communion with the Pope and fellow Catholics around the world", Leonard 
said. 


The German women’s union also protested at the idea that the Vatican would re- 
ordain the Anglican priests, even though many of them are married. "When it 
comes to reinforcing the refusal of women’s ordination, the mandatory celibacy 
of priests apparently has no importance", the union commented. 


In CARDIFF bishops of the (Anglican) Church in Wales may try again to win 
approval for the ordination of women priests, despite the failure of the 
church’s governing body to approve women’s ordination on 6 April [EPS 
94.04.25]. Alwyn Rice Jones, archbishop of the Church in Wales, said the 
church’s House of Bishops would meet in May to discuss bringing another bill 
for women’s ordination before the governing body. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.73 
Lutherans condemn anti-semitism 


CHICAGO--The church council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has 
adopted a statement describing anti-semitism "a contradiction and an affront 
to the Gospel" and pledging the church "to oppose the deadly working of such 
bigotry, both within our own circles and in the society around us". 


"Very few Christian communities of faith were able to escape the contagion of 
anti-Judaism and its modern successor, anti-Semitism", according to the 
statement, adopted on 18 April. 


The statement claimed that Lutherans "feel a special burden in this regard 
because of certain elements in the legacy of the reformer Martin Luther and 
[because of] the catastrophes, including the Holocaust of the twentieth 
century, suffered by Jews in places where the Lutheran churches were strongly 
represented". 


The statement referred to Martin Luther’s "anti-Judaic diatribes and violent 
recommendations of his later writings against the Jews" and deplored "in 
concert with the Lutheran World Federation ... the appropriation of Luther’s 
words by modern anti-Semites for the teaching of hatred toward Judaism or 
toward the Jewish people in our day". [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.74 
Survey paints contradictory picture of Russian Christians 


By Jonathan Luxmoore 

WARSAW--Although 39 per cent of European Russians consider themselves 
religious, only six per cent attend church, according to a survey by the 
country’s Public Opinion and Market Research Organization. A mere four per 
cent said their beliefs were strong. 


The survey, published by the Munich-based Radio Free Europe (RFE), found that 
three-quarters of all believers declared "complete confidence" in the 
country’s predominant Russian Orthodox Church, compared to a third of all the 
country’ 8 citizens: 


"Non-fervent" believers held contrasting political views, but deep believers 
tended to be conservative and to distrust current changes, the survey claimed. 
Most felt society needs a "common integrating goal" to which individuals 
should be subordinated. Ten per cent declared support for the nationalist 
leader, Vladimir Zhirinovsky. However, only a quarter of deep believers 
favoured accelerated economic reforms compared to 41 per cent of European 
Russia’s overall population. 


Of those describing themselves as believers, 70 per cent were women. Although 
almost one-fifth had higher education, 40 per cent had not finished secondary 
school. Just under half were over 50. 


In Moscow and St Petersburg, where educational levels are higher, believers 
tended to be more liberal politically, as well as more open to "new emotional 
experiences" from psychic and cosmic phenomena. Almost 40 per cent of 
believers in both cities voiced "complete confidence" in President Boris 
Yeltsin, a far higher proportion than in the population as a whole. 


However, 43 per cent of city-based believers also thought Western investment 
posed a "threat" to Russia, while 63 per cent considered Russian values and 
culture to be in danger. Both figures, the survey suggests, are also well 
above the national average. 


In an accompanying analysis, RFE claimed religious believers were most likely 
to be seen as a source of support by parties demanding a more "conservative" 
approach to structural reform. 


It added that the percentage of religious believers in European Russia had 
remained consistent since an earlier survey in 1991, which had also suggested 
a "strong correlation" between conservatism and religious faith. 


"The rise of conservative, nationalistic groups and leaders seeking additional 
support to improve their current marginal status in politics has made this 
potential block of conservative voters increasingly important", according to 
RFE commentator Mark Rhodes. 


"Given the long history of fusion between church and state in Russia, members 
of the churches are perceived to be among the most conservative elements in 
society, and as natural allies of those opposing reform," he claimed. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.75 
Bohemian bank has assets frozen 


PRAGUE--The Czech National Bank has frozen the assets of the Bank of Bohemia, 
following an international financial scandal which ensnared the National 
Council of Churches in the United States of America and other foreign 
investors. In March, NCC leader Joan Brown Campbell led a mission to Prague 
to deliver a letter to Czech President Vaclav Havel asking for his help to 
seek recovery of $8 million which the NCC had invested in "prime bank 
certificates" [EPS 94.04.04]. 


Jiri Cadek, the vice-chairman of the bank has resigned citing "health 
reasons". Cadek was a lieutenant-colonel in the former Czechoslovak secret 
police, according to the London Guardian, which described him as "an easy 


target for cynics who see the dark shadow of former communist officials 
corrupting Czech business". [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.76 
Ecumenical interpreter helps European dialogue 


by Stephen Brown 

GENEVA--John Arnold, president of the Conference of European Churches (CEC) 
has called on electors in the European Union to "take a broader view of issues 
and not cast votes wholly for selfish economic reasons" when they vote in 
European Parliament elections in June. 


Arnold, who is the Anglican Dean of Durham, Great Britain, said in an 
interview with EPS that he hoped there would be a good turnout of voters as 
a sign of growing "civic responsibility for Europe". 


As far as the European Union itself was concerned, Arnold said "it should not 
be a closed union but an open union" with a "concern for the rest of Europe 
but above all for the rest of God’s world". 


Arnold’s responsibilities as CEC president extend beyond the borders of the 
twelve member states of the European Union. CEC is a pan-European body with 
member churches from central and eastern Europe, and the countries of the 
former Soviet Union. "The European Union is only a part [of Europe] but a very 
Significant part", Arnold stressed. 


Arnold has been CEC president since 1993 but his personal involvement in the 
ecumenical movement goes back to the cold war, when CEC worked to bring 
together churches from Eastern and Western Europe and to promote detente and 
understanding between the countries of East and West. Arnold’s first 
involvement in the ecumenical movement was at a World Council of Churches’ 
work camp in East Berlin in 1956. 


From 1971, for almost two decades, he chaired the East-West Relations Advisory 
Committee of the British Council of Churches, a task that demanded all of his 
considerable diplomatic skills. The Advisory Committee included a wide range 
of church opinion in its membership, from people active in the peace movement 
to campaigners for human rights in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. 


Arnold was well placed to contribute to this dialogue in a very practical way. 
He studied German, French and Russian at university and has worked as an 
interpreter at major ecumenical meetings. 


The culmination of this work, and CEC’s activity to bridge the gap between 
East and West, was the organization with the Roman Catholic Conference of 
European Bishops’ Conferences (CCEE) of the Basel Ecumenical Assembly, "Peace 
with Justice", in 1989. 


The Basel assembly, which met on the eve of the dramatic changes that swept 
across central and eastern Europe that year, brought together not only church 
leaders but peace movement, human rights and environmental activists from 
across the continent. Arnold said he was committed to the idea of. dialogue 
between activists outside the formal church structures and church 
representatives. 


"These two groups desperately need each other. The churches need the verve, 
the dynamism, the commitment, the imagination of the movements. The movements 
need the stability and spirituality of the churches", he said. 


CEC and CCEE announced in mid-April a second European Ecumenical Assembly to 
take place in 1997. The theme of the assembly is to be "Reconciliation, Gift 
of God, Source of Renewed Life", a more sombre theme, some would say, than the 
rallying cry of "Peace with Justice" five years ago. 


Arnold admitted that although many hopes from the changes of 1989 have been 
fulfilled, "looking towards 1997, hope is in rather short supply". 


"Old animosities which have been buried have come to the surface", he said. 
"The cold war has not been replaced by the warm peace we hoped for. In some 
parts of Europe it has been replaced by hot war." 


Arnold said that he hoped that participants would "Share actual experiences 
Of reconciliation". 


As well as announcing plans for an Ecumenical Assembly, CEC and CCEE also 
agreed to send a delegation of three representatives, Roman Catholic, Orthodox 
and protestant to visit their member churches in the war-torn area of former 
Yugoslavia. [more] 
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"It is a question of discipleship", Arnold said. "We thought it was the right 
time to go and go together in order to be alongside the people there." 


He said that CEC’s "most valuable work has always been done in trying to bring 
people together" and said that the team sent to Yugoslavia would be "on the 
look-out for the possibility of mediation or bringing people together". 


"Of course, there is always a great concern simply to go and find out. There 
igs no doubt that truth has been a casualty in this CODL EAC ie 


Arnold responded to criticism of CEC and other ecumenical organizations on the 
stand they had taken on the war in former Yugoslavia. 


"Tt is very understandable that feelings run high", he said, but denied that 
CEC had shown "too much concern" for the Serbian Orthodox Church, an 
allegation recently made by a German theologian [EPS 94.04.11]. "It is true 
that we have shown some concern for the Serbian Orthodox Church", he said, 
adding that many groups and institutions seemed to have no concern for the 
ehue chi. 


"We may have felt some necessity to redress the balance because the Serbian 
Orthodox Church is one of our member churches in former Yugoslavia and we are 
one of the few organizations that can pass messages to and fro", he added. 


Arnold also responded to concern that confessional identity is becoming more 
important than ecumenical cooperation in Europe as it experiences major 
changes. 


Arnold denied that there was a process of "re-confessionalisation" in Europe. 
However, "it is certainly true that it is in times of stress that people feel 
a strong need to affirm identity", he said. 


Where integration is increasing in Europe, there is a "slow but solid advance 
in classical ecumenism", Arnold said, pointing to ecumenical cooperation in 
the British Isles, Scandinavia and Germany. "Where Europe is disintegrating 
the situation is a lot more complicated." 


Arnold expressed optimism, however, about ecumenical work in general. He had 
just come from a meeting between CEC and the World Council of Churches to 
coordinate plans. "The World Council of Churches and the Conference of 
European Churches play their parts within the one ecumenical movement. We are 
all going in the same direction. We just have to make sure that we don’t bump 
into each other", he said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.77 
Religious leaders appeal for end to Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict 


MOSCOW--Religious leaders from Russia, Armenia and Azerbaijan have appealed 
for action by their governments to "end the bloody conflict" between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan. 


Patriarch Alexei II of the Russian Orthodox Church, representatives of 
Patriarch Vasken I of the Armenian Orthodox Church, and Sheikh-ul-Islam 
Allahshaqur Pasha-Zade, the spiritual leader of Muslims in Azerbaijan, met in 
Moscow on 15 April to discuss the contribution religious leaders could make 
to resolve the conflict. 


In a joint appeal they called for "a meeting of the Azerbaijanian and Armenian 
leaders" as "a first step towards reconciliation" and announced their 
willingness to mediate for "an exchange of prisoners and hostages". 


The Russian leadership should "exert every effort to help stop the hostilities 
and restore trust between the two neighbouring nations", they said. 


"We grieve over the fact that the illness of mutual rage is growing chronic, 
that people are getting accustomed to war which has become for some a way of 
life. At a time when blood is shed in the battlefield again and again, the 
peoples, tired of strife, are looking to state leaders who should feel a 
special responsibility for people’s destinies", they said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.78 
Voting ‘peaceful’ in El Salvador elections 


SAN SALVADOR--The second round of voting in El Salvador’s presidential 
election, in which Armando Calderon Sol of the right-wing ARENA party received 
an overwhelming majority, took place in a "normal and peaceful atmosphere" 
according to an interim report from a team of ecumenical observers. 


Only forty-five per cent of the 2.7 million voters took part inthe election 
on 24 April. ARENA received approximately two-thirds of the votes, the 
remaining third going to Ruben Zamora, of the left-wing opposition coalition. 


A team of ecumenical observers criticised "serious irregularities" in the way 
the first round of voting on 20 March was conducted [EPS 94.03.39]. Some of 
the improvements suggested by that team were implemented before the second 
round of voting. There was more information for voters, more polling stations 
and less congestion inside the polling stations. There continued to be 
problems with the registration list and with propaganda inside the polling 
stations. Many observers called for the electoral process to be completely re- 
designed before another election. 


The 25-strong team of ecumenical observers, which was coordinated by the 
Lutheran World Federation, was also supported by the World Council of 
Churches, the Latin American Council of Churches and the US National Council 
of Churches. Approximately 1500 international observers in total were present 
for the second round of voting. 


A final report will be produced by the team of ecumenical observers in May. 
[EPS] 


EPS 94.04.79 
Church leaders challenged to improve relationships 


ATLANTA--Eighty US protestant, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic church leaders met 
in Atlanta from 14 to 20 April and were challenged to find new ways of 
building relationships with each other. 


Joan Brown Campbell, general secretary of the National Council of Churches, 
told participants in an opening address that the traditional strategy of 
institutional cooperation would not be sufficient for the rapidly changing 
world. Christians needed to recognize the stirrings of God’s Spirit not only 
among the leadership of the churches, but also and primarily among the 
grassroots, she said. 


The conference was sponsored jointly by the United States Catholic Mission 
Association and the Church World Service and Witness Unit of the National 
Council of Churches: 


The church leaders called for cooperation in mission training and education, 
general education for mission awareness, and for increased contacts between 
the two sponsoring bodies. 


Lawrence Turnipseed, Executive Director of the NCC’s Church World Service and 
Witness Unit, claimed the meeting offered "the possibility of significant new 
interaction and cooperation between Roman Catholics, protestants - both 
mainline and evangelical - and Orthodox in the mission of Jesus Christ. 


"The proposals outlined make these possibilities concrete; now we have to work 
together to implement these proposals", he said. 


"This is a historic event", said Margaret Loftus, executive director of the 
United States’ Catholic Mission Association. "This is not just about doing 
things better or trying to reverse the scandal of division. This is about 
faithfulness to being Christian." [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.80 
Ecumenical consultation encourages Guatemalan peace process 


GUATEMALA CITY--Ramiro de Leon Carpio, the president of Guatemala, opened an 
international consultation of over 140 church, civil sector and government 


representatives on 26 April by encouraging participants to contribute to the 
current peace process in his country. 


The Ecumenical Consultation for Peace in Guatemala, sponsored by four 
international church bodies, was intended to provide a forum for 
representatives of Guatemalan society to articulate their concerns and 
aspirations. The meeting coincided with the arrival of a special UN mission 
in Guatemala to examine the observation of human rights as part of the 


implementation of a peace process in the country. 


The consultation’s moderator, Bishop Federico Pagura of Argentina, president 
of the Latin American Council of Churches and co-president of the Ecumenical 
Movement for Human Rights in Argentina, said that the meeting was taking 
place in the light of the Resurrection which gives "hope in a divided, 
disoriented world". 


He cited South Africa and El Salvador, both countries having held elections 
in April, as places where peace had prevailed. 


Formal negotiations between the Guatemalan government and the opposition URNG, 
(Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity) began in Mexico City in 1991, 
following 32 years of civil conflict which left 40 000 persons missing and 
over 100 000 dead. : 


Since then a series of meetings has taken place to discuss the implementation 
of the peace accords. While the accords attend to human right issues, little 
has actually happened, according to church leaders, and in recent weeks 
murders and disappearances blamed on death squads linked to the government 
have been on the increase. The most recent agreement in the peace process was 
on 29 March. 


The consultation was organised by the Lutheran World Federation, the World 
Council of Churches, the Latin American Council of Churches and the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. It discussed the 
perspectives for a negotiated peace, the role of the international community, 
including ecumenical bodies, the European Union, the Organization of American 
States, and the role of and proposals from the "civil sectors" in Guatemala. 


The civil sectors include peace, human rights, women, religious, and business 
groups and representatives of the Mayan people. 


Rodolfo Quezada Toruno, president of the assembly of the civil sectors in 
Guatemala criticised both government and opposition for not allowing 
significant input from the civil sectors in the peace process. 


Participants also included representatives from the defence ministry. The URNG 


was not present but sent a written message to the consultation. 


Jean Arnault, the representative of the United Nations’ human rights mission 
told participants that although the most recent agreement was another critical 
step towards peace, the intense process of negotiation was still riddled with 
complex problems. He said that human rights needed not only to be defined, but 
also mechanisms designed to protect such rights. 


Rigoberta Menchu Tum, Mayan leader and human rights advocate, recipient of the 
1992 Nobel Peace Prize, described the consultation as a "beautiful symbol of 
hope ... in the midst of receding storms and darkness, which may reveal a 
rainbow of reconciliation". 


A true and participatory democracy, she said, would help ameliorate 
intolerance, racism, and other discrimination against the indigenous 
community. 


In a message read to the meeting, Gunnar Staalsett, general secretary of the 
Lutheran World Federation said that the peace process demanded "unity in goals 
and actions, efforts not only to achieve conceptual clarity but also political 
wisdom, and an enormous undertaking to incorporate dreams and visions with 
realities, the majority of them distorted and disfigured for years". [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.81 
Church leader calls for ‘prayer and faithfulness’ in Balkans 


GENEVA--In a message to the leader of the Serbian Orthodox Church, Patriarch 
Pavle, to mark the Orthodox Easter, Jean Fischer, general secretary of the 
Conference of European Churches (CEC), has called for "prayer and faithfulness 
to God" to overcome the "power of evil" in the war in former Yugoslavia. 


"The Conference of European Churches and its member churches condemn the 
continuing violence caused by the war in Bosnia and especially the disregard 
of international humanitarian conventions. We are deeply concerned about the 
large number of dead and wounded civilians in this war", Fischer wrote in his 
letter. 


"We know that you too suffer from the war and its consequences, and that you 
have declared the perpetrators of the atrocities, irrespective of their 
nationality, to be war criminals. Just as you have called on your people to 
exercise ‘forgiveness, peace and love, now and in the future’ so we would 
encourage you to use tirelessly the full force of your authority for immediate 
peace and the renunciation of all forms of violence in Bosnia, so that all 
people may participate in the reconciliation of our risen Lord. 


"May the celebration of the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour grant us the 
opportunity to demonstrate our common service for peace and reconciliation 
between all people, as a sign of hope for humanity", wrote Fischer. [EPS] 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


EPS 94.04.82 
Bonhoeffer letters to be published in 1995 
HOUSTON --Abingdon Press, a United Methodist Publishing House, has won North 
American rights to publish letters between martyred German theologian Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer and his fiancée, Maria von Wedemeyer, UMNS reports. The book’s 
scheduled publication in spring 1995 coincides with the fiftieth anniversary 
of the death of the theologian, who was imprisoned by the Nazis and executed 
in 1945, shortly before the allied victory in Europe. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.83 
Ethnic clashes are ‘devil’s work’ 
NAIROBI--Manasses Kuria, the Anglican Archbishop of Kenya, has described the 
recurrence of politically motivated ethnic clashes in parts of the country as 
"methods of Satan" to weaken the nation and has appealed to President Daniel 
arap Moi to bring them to an end, according to Kenya Reports. He said the 
renewed fighting over the past three weeks, among communities who had lived 
side by side for many years, the killing and maiming of people, was clearly 
the work of the devil. The clashes started more than two years ago when 
advocacy for multi-party democracy was at its peak. Key politicians from the 
ruling party KANU went around the country declaring KANU zones which would 
remain closed to pluralism. Those opposed to single party rule in those areas 
were consequently and systematically evicted. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.84 
Opticians debate St Paul’s blindness 
KOLN--German opticians cannot agree on the diagnosis of Saint Paul’s 
blindness, the German protestant press service epd reports. According to the 
Bible, Saint Paul was blind for three days after a revelation of Jesus ina 
"light from heaven" on the road to Damascus. Writing in the Deutsches 
Arzteblatt, Guido Kluxen, an optician from Wermelskirchen, claimed that the 
most likely explanation for Paul’s blindness was hot desert air colliding with 
cold mountain air outside the Syrian capital which resulted in a blinding 
effect. But Kluxen’s colleagues disagree. The director of Gdttingen 
university’s eye clinic said that the Bible could not be regarded as a 
reliable source. Munich professor Christian Probst said that Kluxen would have 
to examine the apostle personally to reach a reliable diagnosis. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.85 
Vatican plans Sinai inter-faith prayer service for year 2000 
ROME--Pope John Paul II plans to invite Jews, Muslims and Christians to take 
part in a joint prayer service in the year 2000 on Mount Sinai, where, 
according to the Old Testament, Moses received from God the stone tablets 
bearing the 10 Commandments. In a document sent by Angelo Sodano, cardinal and 
Vatican official, to 140 cardinals who will meet at the Vatican on 9 and 10 
May this year, the Vatican outlines the plan, as well as other ecumenical 
projects for the "holy year 2000". [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.86 
Southern Anglicans ‘too reliant’ on the North 
KANUGA--Anglican leaders from the Southern Hemisphere have declared that their 
churches depend too heavily on the "North" and have called for more sharing 
among churches in the developing world, according to the Episcopal News 
Service. More than 70 representatives of 23 Anglican provinces from 22 nations 
in Asia, Africa and South America met to develop strategies for mission in 
their part of the Anglican Communion. A pastoral letter at the close of the 
meeting of more than 70 representatives of 23 Anglican provinces from 22 
nations in Asia, Africa and South America called for self-reliance for 
Christians in the South "without negating the biblical notion of koinonia". 
"’Being Anglican’ is not our final goal; rather, it is to work towards greater 
unity -with other Christians for: the sake of the reign “of. God", the 
participants concluded. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.87 
Bishop condemns ’Re-imagining’ critics’ rhetoric 

STAMFORD--United Methodist Bishop Dan Solomon of Oklahoma City has condemned 
"abusive and inflammatory rhetoric" regarding United Methodist participation 
in the ecumenical "Re-imagining" Conference in November 1993. Presiding at a 
meeting of the denomination’s Board of Global Ministries 16-20 April, Solomon 
pointed out that media and mass mailing campaigns about alleged theological 
transgressions are inconsistent with Christian principles. "When one paints 
with too broad a brush", Solomon said, "smearing rather than attention to 
detail generally occurs." [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.88 
Roman Catholic bishops apologise to divorced people 
LONDON--The Roman Catholic bishops of England and Ireland have acknowledged 
that many divorced and separated Catholics feel "alienated and ostracized" by 
the church. According to the Catholic Herald, the bishops have issued a public 
apology for their failings in the provision of pastoral care to the divorced. 
At a press conference, Basil Hume, Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster, said 
that the ban on remarried Catholics receiving the sacraments was "one of the 
most agonising problems" for bishops and priests. But, though they might be 
excluded from the sacraments, they were not cut off from the church. "God is 
greater than the sacraments", he was quoted as saying. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.89 
Germany’s first AIDS chaplain starts work in Hamburg 
HAMBURG--Rainer Jarchow, founder and chair of the Cologne-based AIDS 
foundation "positiv leben" (live positively), has been appointed Germany’s 
first AIDS chaplain, Lutheran World Information reports. The protestant church 
in Hamburg has asked him to build up an independent church AIDS ministry. 
Jarchow has said that he will work together with existing AIDS initiatives. 
"Considering the people we want to help, we cannot afford any competition", 
he said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.04.90 
Mercedes joy taxes pastor 
STOCKHOLM--A Swedish pastor has managed to win the hearts and minds of his 
parish through unusual methods, according to Swedish television. The pastor 
managed to obtain, through back-door methods, Mercedes limousines at cheap 
prices for thirty of his "flock". Asked whether his activities were 
reconcilable with his Christian responsibilities, he replied that "a man of 
the church should bring joy into the hearts of his parishioners". The public 
prosecutor saw things differently. The pastor has been charged with currency 
offences, tax evasion and smuggling. [EPS] 
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EPS 94.05.01 
Church observers see ‘reconciliation’ at work in SA election 


By Fanwell Chembo in South Africa and EPS in Geneva 

JOHANNESBURG--"Free at last." After the triumphant words of Nelson Mandela, 
the leader of the African National Congress, claiming victory in South 
Africa’s first democratic election, hundreds of thousands of ANC supporters 
celebrated in the streets of South Africa’s towns and cities. Mandela, who was 
imprisoned by South African authorities for 27 years, will become the first 
black president of South Africa. 


At the time Mandela claimed victory, the ANC had taken over 62 per cent of the 
votes counted, followed by the National Party with 24 per cent. The Inkatha 
Freedom Party (IFP), which agreed only at the last minute to participate in 
the elections, was far behind with 6 per cent of the vote. 


The elections signal a momentous change in South Africa’s history, ending 342 
years of racial domination. Two-and-a-half hours before Mandela’s VLetony 
speech on 2 May, South Africa’s incumbent president, F. W. de Klerk, leader 
of the National Party, had conceded defeat. "I hold out my hand to Mr Mandela 
in friendship and cooperation", he told National Party supporters, some in 
Gears... 


International observers, including an Ecumenical Eminent Persons’ Group, have 
Said that the elections were conducted fairly, in spite of some 
irregularities. 


The ecumenical group, led by Kenneth Kaunda, former president of Zambia, and 
Joan Brown Campbell, general secretary of the National Council of Churches in 
the USA, paid tribute to the "peaceful manner" in which the elections had been 
conducted and called on "all the people of South Africa" to accept the 
determination of the elections by the Independent Electoral Commission. 


The conduct of the elections "was especially remarkable when seen against the 
background of earlier violence and conflict in several parts of the country", 
the group said in a statement released in Johannesburg on 2 May. 


"Barring a few instances, there was, on the whole, no intimidation of voters. 
We could see a spirit of reconciliation at work at this moment of liberation. 
There was a reverence about the voting, and for people of all faiths there was 
a sense of God’s gracious presence in history healing, reconciling and giving 
hope for the future", the statement said. 


The unexpectedly large number of voters at the polls forced the government to 
extend voting, scheduled from 26-28 April, by one day in six areas, and to 
declare 27 and 28 April public holidays in order to give everyone a chance to 
vores 


Long, winding queues, some up to three kilometres in length, marked the 
voting. Some polling stations did not open until late in the day while others 
ran out of ballot papers and invisible ink used for confidentiality. 


Virtually all church buildings in South Africa were used as polling stations. 
Steyn Koloi, an African Methodist Episcopal pastor who offered the use of his 
church as a polling station in Soweto told EPS that the Church in South Africa 
had always identified itself with the struggle. 


He said that as far as these elections were concerned, there were no losers. 
"This has been a struggle for the oppressed. Therefore the oppressed are 
winners in this country. Democracy is not only for the oppressed but also for 
the oppressor", he said. 


A setback for the ANC came in the Western Cape, where ANC regional chairman 
Allan Boesak conceded defeat to the National Party led by Hernus Kriel, the 
present minister for law and order. 


The Western Cape is the only province out of the nine where black South 
Africans are in the minority. The ANC is still perceived by mixed-race 
(coloured) people in the region as representing black South Africans in spite 
of Boesak, himself of mixed-race, being its candidate. 


"We might not like it, but we too must accept the results and show we have 
learned the lesson of tolerance", Desmond Tutu, Anglican Archbishop of Cape 
Town, said during a service of thanksgiving and reconciliation, in which he 
thanked God for the "incredible miracle" of the free elections. [more] 


south africa/2 


"We are all South Africans", Tutu told worshippers crowded into Saint George’s 
Cathedral. 


The Ecumenical Eminent Persons’ Group said that they did not believe that 
election irregularities seriously impaired the fairness of the elections. All 
the’ “mai sparttes'* taking part? *in’ the “election © had alleged voting 
irregularities. 


De Klerk was highly critical of many aspects of the Independent Electoral 
Commission’s (IEC) work. He said too many inexperienced people had been placed 
in positions where they had taken decisions without proper leadership. 


The IFP said that some polling stations did not have IFP stickers. The ANC 
complained that the IEC contravened various rules of electoral law, including 
the removal of ballot boxes by various political parties. The Pan Africanist 
Congress also complained that some ballot boxes had been removed from 16 
voting stations in Kavaza area. 


At one polling station, the Sweet Waters, party officials rather than the 
police, were allowed to make body searches for dangerous weapons. Asked why 
this was so, one presiding officer said the police were absent on the first 
voting day and party officials took it upon themselves to search voters. 


In Western Transvaal voters threatened to pull down the polling booths if they 
were not allowed inside to cast their votes. 


Because of insufficient facilities in the townships, voters were transported 
to White, Indian and Coloured suburbs in Johannesburg, causing such lengthy 
queues that voters had to stand in the sun for up to five hours or more before 
they could cast their votes. 


The Ecumenical Eminent Persons’ Group was invited to South Africa by the World 
Council of Churches, together with the South African Council of Churches, the 
Southern African Bishops’ Conference and the World Conference on Religion and 
Peace as part of the Ecumenical Monitoring Programme in South Africa (EMPSA) . 


EMPSA has provided an international monitoring presence in key areas of 
intense political conflict since October 1992. Members of the Ecumenical Group 
worked with EMPSA’s 65 teams of international monitors in areas most affected 
by pre-election strife. 


The elections were marred by a spate of bombings which left at least 21 people 
dead and 173 injured. South African police arrested 31 men, including members 
of the extremist right-wing Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging (AWB). A policeman 
and a police reservist believed to be the brains behind the bombings were 
among those arrested. 


A national service of thanksgiving organized by South Africa’s churches is to 
be held in Johannesburg on 8 May when church leaders will speak to the nation 
in the presence of South Africa’s political leaders. 


Aram Keshishian, the moderator of the central committee of the World Council 
of Churches and Mercy Oduyoye, WCC deputy general secretary, will represent 
the WCC at the inauguration of the new state president at the Union Buildings 
in Pretoria on 10 May 1994. Bill Clinton, president of the United States, is 
expected to attend the ceremony, along with Prince Philip, head of the British 
delegation. Among the 175 heads of states invited are the Libyan leader, 
Muamar Gadaffi, and the Cuban president, Fidel Castro. 


The first black person to vote in the elections was Mandela’s niece, Nomaza 
Paintin, who cast her vote in Wellington, Aotearoa-New Zealand. 


Another overseas voter was Anglican Archbishop Trevor Huddleston, now aged 80, 
president of the Anti-Apartheid Movement in the United Kingdom. Huddleston, 
who has only recently had his South African citizenship restored, voted with 
thousands more South Africans at the South African embassy in London, which 
has been the scene of many anti-apartheid protests. 


Huddleston was sent to South Africa as a young priest in 1943, but was later 
stripped of his South African citizenship. He attempted to alert the world 
to the evils of apartheid with his book Naught for your comfort, published in 
the 1950s. Exiled from South Africa, he frequently said that he wished to see 
apartheid die before he did. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.02 
Church leaders pay tribute to South African elections 


GENEVA--Church leaders around the world have paid tribute to the South African 
elections. 


In BRAAMFONTEIN, Manas Buthelezi, Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Southern Africa and a vice-president of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) 
Called on the .church to continue its "ministry of prophetic vigilance" after 
the elections. 


"Apartheid has surely come to an end, but new problems are going to emerge", 
he. said. The. church, should. contribute,.to the "nurturing of. the new South 
African nation" and work for."unity and.reconciliation of South Africans 
across the party political spectrum", he said. 


IN GENEVA, Gunnar Staalsett, LWF general secretary, described "the victory 
against apartheid" as "one of the greatest prophetic signs in this century". 


"God has certainly heard the cries of the oppressed", he wrote in a letter to 
the leader of the African National Congress, Nelson Mandela. "The Lutheran 
churches around the world join all our sisters and brothers in South Africa 
in celebrating the new days of democracy." 


In NEW YORK, Joan Campbell, general secretary of the National Council of 
Churches, and a member of the Ecumenical Eminent Persons’ Group said she "was 
changed by humble people whose reverence for the secret ballot taught me anew 
the meaning of democracy". 


Bieweaid chats othes NCC gave thanks to, Almighty. God. that .the wall of 
institutionalised racism had fallen. 


"The election was a victory for the human spirit. For a few days, peace 
pervaded and because it did - against all odds - the potential for the future 
is profoundly enhanced", she said. 


In SWEDEN, Gunnar Weman, archbishop of Uppsala in the Church of Sweden 
(Lutheran) , recalled the moment when he celebrated the eucharist in Stockholm 
with Mandela, who acted as a communion server, at his side. "It was an 
important moment in my life", Weman said. 


In LONDON, George Carey, the archbishop of Canterbury, has written to Desmond 
Tutu saying that he was "proud of the witness of South African Anglicans 
alongside their fellow Christians" in South Africa. "We rejoice that Christ 
has given you his Spirit of justice and forgiveness so generously, and we 
shall continue to stand beside you in solidarity and Christian love", he 
wrote. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.03 
WCC leader welcomes new uniting church in Southern Africa 


GENEVA--Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of Churches 
(WCC), has welcomed the "timely" decision of two South African Reformed 
churches - a black church and a so-called "coloured" church - to form a new, 
non-racial church. 


The Dutch Reformed Mission Church and the Dutch Reformed Church in Africa 
agreed to merge to form the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa at a 
meeting in Cape Town on 14 and 15 April [EPS 94.04.40]. 


"At this moment in history, when your country sets out on a new journey, the 
union of your churches bears witness to the fundamental truth that the road 
which lies ahead ... must be marked by reconciliation and unity", Raiser wrote 
in a message to the new Uniting Reformed Church. 


"In coming together, you who were held in bondage have begun the process of 
healing the wounds and healing the memories. Your commitment is a sign of hope 
for all", he wrote. 


The two churches which united were established in 1857 as racial churches for 
black people and people of mixed-race by the white Dutch Reformed Church. 
There are hopes that the white church may also agree later this year to join 
the Uniting Reformed Church. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.04 
Patriarch denies ‘Orthodox axis’ linking Belgrade and Moscow 


ISTANBUL--The Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, Bartholomeos I, has 
denied suggestions that there is a political "Orthodox axis" linking Belgrade, 
Athens and Moscow. 


In a long interview in the Paris daily newspaper, Le Monde, published the day 
after he addressed the European Parliament in Strasbourg, Bartholomeos said 
that he had, last year, told a gathering of senior Orthodox figures that he 
disapproved of all forms of political alliance under the name of the Orthodox 
church. 


"We certainly belong to the same Orthodox family, and we share spiritual 


interests ... but notions of a ‘bloc’ or ‘axis’ are purely secular, political 
notions. They have nothing to do with the ‘conciliarity’ proper to Orthodox 
ecclesiology ... It is natural that the Orthodox settle their problems as a 


family, but that does not mean that they are opposed to any state, philosophy 
or religion, whatsoever." 


Bartholomeos vigorously defended the role of Patriarch Pavle of Belgrade, 
rejecting suggestions by the interviewer that Pavle had been reluctant to 
denounce the attitude of the Serbian authorities in the conflict in former 
Yugoslavia: "Patriarch Pavle of Belgrade is a man who fasts, prays and 
celebrates [the eucharist] for peace every day. You are very well aware that 
he has signalled disagreement with his government, that his church has not 
hesitated to distance itself from the regime. 


"But you must also recognise that Serbia should not be held solely responsible 
for the war in former Yugoslavia. Responsibility is shared by the Western 
powers who, for economic and political reasons, and religious reasons too, 
were too quick to recognise the independence of certain countries, thus 
promoting the break-up of Yugoslavia. Those Western governments now accept 


that their eagerness was a mistake", Bartholomeos continued. 


In STRASBOURG on 19 April, Bartholomeos praised, before the European 
Parliament, "the great and historic mission to organize the unity of the 
peoples of Europe in peace, justice and democracy, which means in solidarity 
and in love. It is a mission which in every likelihood transcends our 
individual boundaries, but which has the power of a joint effort for’ a better 
world. We wholeheartedly pray this mission will continue." 


Bartholomeos, aged 54 and Ecumenical Patriarch since November 1991, had been 
invited by the European Parliament’s president, Egon Klepsch, to address 
parliamentarians from the 12 members states of the European Union. It was the 
first such address to the European Parliament by a patriarch of the Orthodox 
Cnurch. 


Bartholomeos told them that the task of achieving European unity was a 
familiar one for the Ecumenical Patriarchate. He said that, together with the 
Roman Catholic Church, "we have served a tradition of 17 centuries of caring 
and fighting for the salvation and unity of European civilization". 


He added that "a unified Europe could not only be a beginning for uniform 
economic development and for a common political and defence programme ... the 
vision also demands a peaceful and fruitful collaboration between European 
peoples. This is a cultural quest. It is a question of the sense of human 
relations and of the relations between national traditions." 


Bartholomeos reminded the European Parliament of the necessity of absolutely 
free, peaceful, responsible and respectful relations between people, adding 
that "the Orthodox church is in general respectful of national traditions and 
the sensitivities of peoples ... we condemn in the most categorical manner all 
forms of fanaticism ... and of violence, of whatever origin". 


In a statement after his speech to the parliament, Bartholomeos said that "our 
contribution .. to the construction of Europe must be intensified in the face 
of current challenges by humbly serving the spiritual needs of man". 


"Freed from the sterile manner of thought of the past, of moral paternalism 
and dominating ideas, we could convince [Europe] of the hope that is within 
us, based on the experience of life which triumphs over death", he said. [EPS] 


| EPS 94.05.05 
European ‘mediator’ challenges churches to ethical engagement 


VIENNA--Alfred Grosser, a French professor, political scientist and writer has 
challenged European church leaders to respond to today’s political tragedies 
in the name of an ethic which values human beings, peace, justice, and 
solidarity. 


Grosser, who was born in Germany but emigrated to France in 1933, was giving 
the opening address on 4 May at the General Assembly in Vienna of more than 
80 European Lutheran, Reformed and United churches which have signed the 
Leuenberg Agreement. The agreement, signed in 1973, allowed inter-communion 
between the churches of the Reformation in Europe. General assemblies of the 
Leuenberg churches take place every six years. 


Grosser was described as a "mediator between French and Germans, believers and 
non-believers, Europeans and people of other continents" when he was given the 
peace prize of the German publishers in 1975 in his birthplace of Frankfurt. 


In his speech to the Vienna assembly, in which he described himself as a "non- 
believing observer among Christians", he said that he was surprised to 
discover that the Leuenberg Agreement was more a compromise about four hundred 
years of doctrinal differences than a common proclamation of churches about 
how they wanted to achieve the realization of Christian ethics in today’s 
world. 


Participants at the Leuenberg General Assembly, which lasts until 10 May, are 
hoping to extend the Leuenberg Agreement to cover intercommunion with European 
Methodist churches, and to discuss ways of increasing church fellowship with 
the Anglican communion. 


The assembly, which opened on 3 May with a service broadcast live by Austrian 
television, is taking place in a training centre belonging to the Roman 
Catholic Church. The Lutheran and Reformed churches in Austria which are 
hosting the assembly, and whose membership accounts for only five per cent of 
Austrians, have described this offer as an "ecumenical signal". [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.06 
Indonesia’s religious communities plan cooperation on ecology 


GENEVA--Representatives of several different religions in Indonesia hope to 
form a council to address economic and ecological issues. The proposal follows 
a, conference held aneSalatiga; Indonesia, from 11. to .13.April. 


Leaders of the Christian, Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist communities of Indonesia, 
along with government officials and representatives of non-governmental 
organizations, attended the conference, held to celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of the Surakarta Social Welfare Guidance Organization (YBKS), which receives 
support from churches through the World Council of Churches. 


Visiting Geneva after the conference, Yosef Widyatmadja, founder of YBKS, said 
that fruitful cooperation on economic and ecological questions had been 
achieved between all those represented at the April conference. 


"Cooperation between these groups is possible", said Widyatmadja, who is a 
pastor in the Indonesian Christian Church, which has 200 000 members. "On the 
economy and ecology, we are starting to work together. You can be from 
different religions and have one faith, just as you can be from the same 
religion and have different faiths." 


In a draft statement issued after the meeting, delegates criticised "the 
unjust structures that are mainly caused by global capitalism, which stimulate 
the multiplication of our material needs ... Poor nations must carry an extra 
burden under the global capitalist system." 


"Apart from empowering the individual to emancipate him or herself [from 
domination by structures of power], religions must collectively challenge 
authority and develop inter-religious solidarity to change the present 
structures", the statement said. "We need to develop small-scale social 
movements at the local and community level which are active simultaneously and 
which are coordinated nationally and even globally. Only by this strategy can 
religions assist the poor and the powerless, as well as bring about a 
religious life that is consistent in its application to all levels of 
Society." [EPS] 


, EPS 94.05.07 
Protestant pastors stand for rival parties in Hungary 


By Jonathan Luxmoore 

WARSAW--At least eight pastors from Hungary's Lutheran and Reformed churches 
are running in this month’s parliamentary election. Rival parties have 
appealed belatedly for Christian votes after opinion surveys revealed that 
more citizens identify with the churches than previously believed. 


Five Reformed church pastors are standing as candidates for the Hungarian 
Democratic Forum (MDF), the largest party in Hungary's conservative coalition. 
Three of them have held MDF seats since Hungary's 1990 first democratic 
election. A Lutheran pastor, Gabor Roszik, is also seeking re-election, after 
serving as an MDF deputy since 1989. 


Two Reformed pastors and a Lutheran MP are also standing for the opposition 
liberal Alliance of Free Democrats (SZDSZ) . A third Reformed pastor, elected 
in 1990, has defected to the Christian Democratic People’s Party. A Jewish 


rabbi who won a seat four years ago 1S withdrawing from parliament, however. 


The newly-formed right-wing Hungarian Party of Justice and Life (MIEP), under 
Istvan Csurka, has two Reformed pastors among its candidates. Lutheran pastors 
are also standing for Hungary’s nationalist Republican Party, and for the ex- 
communist Hungarian Socialist Party (MSZP) . 


The MSZP, whose candidate, Pastor Laszlo Donath, is not a full party member, 
has attempted to win support from Hungarian Christians, following recent 
evidence that religious loyalties have survived communist-era secularisation. 


In an April survey, four-fifths of all citizens claimed to "sympathise" with 
one of Hungary’s churches, while a quarter said they regarded themselves as 
"active church members". A further 60 per cent said they expected churches to 
play an "active moral and social role in public life". 


In a statement before Easter, the MSZP leader, Gyula Horn, who was foreign 
minister in the last communist-dominated government in Hungary, which lost 
power in 1990, called for an electoral alliance with Christians. He pledged 
that the party would support the churches’ charitable and educational 
activities if returned to power, and would not oppose restitution of 
confiscated pre-war church properties. 


Hungary’s Roman Catholic bishops have called on Christians to vote "not on the 
basis of campaign promises", but after a "critical analysis of each 
candidate’s practical activity during the last four years". 


Roman Catholic priests are barred from political office by church rules, 
unlike their Reformed and Lutheran counterparts. Leaders of all churches have 
urged Hungarians to fulfil their "civic duty" by participating in the 
election. 


A poll conducted at the end of April gave the ex-communist MSZP a 35 per cent 
lead, with the conservative Hungarian Democratic Forum traiving?itt-fourth 


place. The MDF has been in power since 1990 in coalition with the Christian 
Democrats. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.08 
Baptist Union grows in Ukraine 


KIEV--The largest growing Baptist Union in Europe is the Union of Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists, which established 200 new churches during the last four 
years and is continuing to grow. The total number of churches now stands at 
1 283 with 106 581 members, according to the European Baptist Press Service. 


Ukrainian Baptists are now able to work in schools, military bases and 
prisons, are active in radio broadcasting, and have two seminaries, in Kiev 
and Odessa, preparing some 300 students for the ministry. 


Before the break up of the Soviet Union, Ukrainian Baptists accounted for half 
ef all Baptists. The next. dargest Baptist union in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States is that of Russia with 75 000 members in 1000 churches. 
Moldovan Baptists have 225 churches and 17 800 members. In Belarus there are 
124 churches with just under 10 000 members. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.09 
Support native Canadians’ land rights, churches told 
GENEVA--An ecumenical team that visited the Lubicon Cree people in northern 
Canada early in April has called on the World Council of Churches (WCC) to 
organize an "eminent persons’ team" to meet the Lubicon Cree people and to put 
pressure on the Canadian authorities to resolve a struggle over land rights. 


The Lubicon Cree nation - of 457 native Canadians - are living on a small 
piece or land at Little” Burfalo in’ northern Alberta, but their people have 
been trying for more than 50 years to win rights to their traditional hunting 
land - near. Lubicon Lake. They are willing to accept 24 600 hectares (95 
square miles)... a:;fraction of .their, traditional hunting land - as part of a 
comprehensive agreement with the Canadian authorities covering wildlife and 
environment management, infrastructure for a new community at Lubicon Lake, 
and economic development and compensation for resources that have been 
extracted from the territory. 


"They were. there. from time immemorial, it’s their land", Marilia Schiller, 
executive ,secretary in the World Council of Churches’ programme to combat 
racism, told EPS. 


ine vecumenrveal’ team, Consisting “of | Barry Curtis,’ the Anglican ‘bishop of 
Calgary who was representing the Canadian Council of Churches (CCC), Bob 
Douglas, a Roman Catholic priest representing the Aboriginal Rights Coalition, 
and scnuller;,’ Visited Little Buffalo early in’ April? 


Describing the conditions under which the Lubicon Cree people live, Schiller 
said: "Ten years ago, five per cent of them were on welfare. Now 95 per cent 
of them are on welfare." 


She said that exploitation of the Lubicon Cree land by an oil company and by 
a pulp manufacturer was devastating the land and had brought no financial 
benefit to the Lubicon Cree people - only two of whom had jobs with the oil 
company. A major oil pipeline cuts through the Lubicon territory and more than 
500 pump jacks extract oil within a 24 kilometre radius of Little Buffalo. 


Schuller said the Canadian authorities had yet to respond on the Lubicon 
question by an independent commission of church people, academics and 
environmentalists which called last year for negotiations and the granting of 
land to the Lubicon Cree people. 


Because of the delay in reaching a settlement, the ecumenical team which met 
the Lubicon Cree people in April has, in other recommendations, called on the 
wcC and the CCC to write to the federal government of Canada and the 
provincial government of Alberta calling for an urgent conclusion to 
negotiations for "a fair, just and equitable settlement" for the Lubicon Cree 
people. 


The team also recommends that the 324 member churches of the WCC boycott the 
paper manufacturer using Lubicon land, and that the WCC support the Lubicon 
Cree cause financially through the WCC’s Special Fund to Combat Racism. The 
wCcC and the CCC have yet to respond to the team’s recommendations. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.10 
Christian first for Channel Tunnel crossing 


CALAIS/FOLKESTONE--Five days before the official opening on 6 May by Queen 
Elizabeth II and President Mitterrand of the Channel Tunnel between England 
and France, forty Christians from northern France became the first members of 
the public to travel by train underneath the Channel, a stretch of water which 
separates England and France. 


In Folkestone, England, the church members, from the French coastal towns of 
Boulogne, Calais and Dunkerque, joined over one thousand church members from 
the south of England for a live transmission of the BBC religious television 
programme ‘Songs of Praise’. 


Robin Blount, an Anglican priest working as the Channel Tunnel’s ecumenical 
chaplain, interviewed on television, said that the tunnel was "the most 
important symbol about Britons being Europeans". The question of Britain’s 
links with other parts of Europe and European institutions, is still hotly 
debated in the country. [more] 


tunnel /2 


Work finally started on the Tunnel in 1987, after a number of earlier 
attempts, going back to 1802, were abandoned, or failed to receive 
parliamentary approval. It is one of the largest civil engineering projects 
in the world. 


Behind the carnival and fireworks organized on both sides of the Channel to 
celebrate the opening of the Tunnel, churches in southern England and northern 
France have been working to strengthen links between the two countries. 


According to Blount, the channel tunnel has "brought churches in Kent face to 
face with churches on the other side". An Ecumenical Association organizes 
regular meetings between protestants and Roman Catholics in both countries. 
While such ecumenical cooperation is common in Britain, it is more unusual in 
France to have such intensive contacts between Roman Catholics and 
protestants. 


At the request of the French Reformed Church, the United Reformed Church in 
the United Kingdom has sent one of its ministers to work in the parishes of 
Dunkerque and Calais. "The point is not to glorify the tunnel but to reflect 
more profoundly on what it means to be part of Europe", Jane Stranz, the URC’s 
minister, told, EPS. 


"People need to see Europe as a servant of the world instead of being self 
sufficient", according to Blount. 


Further encounters across the Channel between British and French Christians 
are planned. At the end of May, protestants from the south of England will 
cross to Calais for a day of reflection and act of worship on the theme "What 
kind of Europe in what kind of world?". They will be joined by a delegation 
from the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). 


However, the British Christians, unlike their counterparts from France, will 
be travelling to Calais by hovercraft and ferries. Despite the official 
opening, a series of technical hitches has meant that the Channel Tunnel will 
not open for a full service until later this year. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.11 
Singapore caning sentence receives some Christian support 


By Al R. Dizon 

SINGAPORE--A number of Christian groups in Singapore have offered support to 
a verdict of a Singapore court that a United States teenager be caned for 
vandalism. Michael Fay was sentenced to six strokes with a rattan cane after 
pleading guilty to vandalism on 3 March. 


The Singapore government decided on 4 May to reduce Fay’s sentence from six 
to four strokes, following an appeal from US President Bill. clinton. Fay, 13+ 
still faces a four-month jail sentence for vandalism and other offences he 
committed over a ten-day period last year. Caning is a mandatory penalty for 
vandalism under Singapore law. 


"The Bible is very clear on this. Children must be disciplined", said 
Augustine Tan, president of the Hephzibah Christian Fellowship which he 
founded nearly eight years ago. 


Tan, who is also a senior lecturer in economics at the National University of 
Singapore) said: “It's “the right of the ‘state* to contain certain 
manifestations of evil. Caning is one way of punishing evil. Without 
punishment, crimes will multiply." 


The Mormons also expressed support for the government’s position throughout 
the episode. "Wrongdoing must be punished", said A.C. Ho, its director of 
public affairs, who told EPS that the Church of Christ of Latter Day Saints 
has a long tradition of respecting and supporting government programmes so 
that there is peace in the land. 


The largest Christian groups, including the Roman Catholic. Church,. the 
Methodists and the Anglicans, declined to state their respective official 
positions on the issue. However, a group linked with the Roman Catholic 
church, the Christian Family and Social Movement, said that caning is a harsh 
punishment - a violent act "against a person for an act which does not involve 
violence against any person". [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.12 
Military chaplains’ return prompts East European soul-searching 


By Stephen Brown 

GENEVA--The fall of communism has led to a debate throughout central and 
eastern Europe on the reintroduction of military chaplains. Until 1989, 
contacts between churches and the Warsaw Pact armies were prohibited, and 
serving soldiers were banned from taking part in religious ceremonies. 


In most of the region there are now moves to introduce some form of military 
Chaplaincy. In an exception to the rule, however, there has been strong 
pressure since German unification to weaken Germany’ s existing agreement on 
military chaplains. 


So far, the protestant churches of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) 
have been unable to reach agreement between themselves on regulations to apply 
to the united Germany. A special committee set up in 1991 was only able to 
sketch out two alternatives for further discussion by the EKD’s member 
churches: So far, opinion among protestants in eastern Germany appears to 
favour change. In western Germany, however, opinion is more divided. 


At issue is an official agreement (Vertrag) signed in 1957 between the EKD and 
the West German government. According to the agreement, military chaplains are 
federal officials, paid directly by state authorities. It is the only official 
agreement that the EKD has signed with the authorities. The Protestant Church 
Office for the Bundeswehr (German army) is a government agency within the 
Ministry of Defence. A bishop for the armed forces supervises the service on 
behalf of the EKD. 


This has long been an irritation to many protestants in eastern Germany, who 
were strongly linked to a church-based peace movement in the 1980s, and 
opposed extending the official agreement to the territory of the former East 
Germany. They wanted chaplains for soldiers to be based in parishes, paid by 
the church, and subject to church discipline. Many would like to break the 
links with the army altogether. According to one report, one member of the 
synod of the Berlin-Brandenburg church recently compared chaplaincy for 
. soldiers with chaplaincy for prostitutes. 


Axel Noack, a pastor from the east German town of Wolfen, a member of both the 
EKD council and its committee on military chaplaincy, told EPS that neither 
model proposed by the committee really satisfied him. 


The first model proposed by the EKD committee would keep the existing 
agreement with the state while strengthening ties with the church. The second 
would place military chaplains - who would in future be paid by the church - 
and the administration of military chaplaincy under the control of church 
authorities, rather than the defence ministry. "I would have liked to see the 
same church body responsible for pastoral care for soldiers and for 
conscientious objectors, with one bishop responsible for both tasks", Noack 
said. 


He dismissed as "a’ lame excuse” a claim by an EKD official that any 
renegotiation of the existing agreement could "open up a debate in 
parliamentary bodies on church-state relations as a whole". Writing in EKD 
Bulletin, Wolfgang Wild, the EKD official responsible for contacts with 
Germany’s military chaplaincy service, had claimed the "good relationship" 
between the country’s church and state authorities "could be put at risk". 


So far most regional church synods in eastern Germany have rejected the idea 
of maintaining the existing regulations. The Berlin-Brandenburg synod called 
for the post of bishop for the armed forces to be abolished altogether. Some 
synods in western Germany have also called for the regulations to be changed. 


The Evangelical Reformed Church has supported a statement by the Moderamen 
(governing body) of Germany’s Reformed churches which called for a "new 
concept for pastoral care for soldiers", claiming that the EKD’s second option 
"makes clearer the church’s responsibility for pastoral care for soldiers, and 
will help to find a wider acceptance by the churches in east and west". 


Others take a different position, however. Johannes Ottemeyer, the head of the 
Protestant Church Office for the Bundeswehr, has criticized the Reformed 
declaration and denied that the present arrangements mean any kind of 
dependency on the state. The general conference of military chaplains, which 
took place in March this year, spoke out against changing the existing pattern 
of military chaplaincy. [more] 
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A Roman Catholic Church representative has said that his church would regret 
any change in the current practice. Unlike the EKD, the Roman Catholic Church 
has simply extended the current arrangements to cover east Germany. The 
structure of military chaplaincy had proved itself, and the Roman Catholics 
wished to continue the arrangement. 


However, while the West German form of military chaplaincy may be losing 
favour in the united Germany, HUNGARY has just set up a very similar system. 


In March, the Hungarian Reformed synod ratified an agreement between the 
government and the country’s Lutheran and Reformed churches, whereby the 
country’s defence budget will meet the costs of protestant chaplains. An 
agreement has already been signed with Angelo Acerbi, Papal Nuncio to Hungary. 
According to the Hungarian Reformpress agency, Lorant Hegedus, a Hungarian 
Reformed bishop, described army chaplaincy as a service done for the Word of 
God. Between 30 and 40 army chaplains will be appointed this year. Both the 
country’s protestant and Roman Catholic churches have now appointed bishops 
for the armed forces. 


At least four other former Warsaw Pact countries have reintroduced military 
chaplaincies, including Lithuania, where Catholic priests were assigned toa 
new 29 000 strong army after independence from the Soviet Union in September 
1991, Jonathan Luxmoore adds. 


In the CZECH REPUBLIC, the shortage of priests and ministers has prevented the 
appointment of full-time chaplains. However, the republic’s Catholic 
episcopate promised to delegate a limited number of priests for army duties 
a year ago. The republic’s smaller Christian churches have made similar 
undertakings. 


In ROMANIA, Orthodox church chaplains were expected to begin work by January 
1994. The 203 000 members of Romania’s active armed forces, more than half of 
whom are conscripts, already enjoy full freedom to practise their faith. 


In UKRAINE over 80 per cent of Army officers regard themselves as atheists or 
agnostics, although a third think "religious influences" are growing in army 
ranks, according to a questionnaire by Ukraine’s Academy of Sciences. 
Meanwhile, 75 per cent of officers believe the return of military chaplains 
is possible, and 90 per cent of Ukrainian priests of all denominations would 
volunteer to do chaplaincy work. 


The restoration of chaplaincies in RUSSIA has also been delayed by 
disagreements. When a Russian Orthodox priest blessed a Soviet navy destroyer 
in Saint Petersburg harbour in October 1991, it was the first official 
religious ceremony on a military site since the 1917 revolution. 


However, although a 1990 law on religious organizations guaranteed all 
confessions the right to meet the religious needs of conscripts, the Orthodox 
Church is still working with other Christian groups, including Russia’s Roman 
Catholic church, to ensure the guarantee is implemented. 


Meeting Russian and US military counsellors a year ago, Patriarch Alexei II 
of Moscow described the restitution of chaplaincies as "essential" to the 
moral renewal of Russian soldiers. A church-defence ministry commission is 
currently considering the issue. 


POLAND was the only Warsaw Pact country to permit a measure of pastoral care 
for serving personnel. The Roman Catholic church has had an army bishop since 
January 1991, and an auxiliary is expected this year. With an average age of 
34, the country’s 229 full-time Roman Catholic chaplains are the youngest in 
Europe, and are grouped around 100 garrison churches and six military 
deaneries. A field bishop for Poland’s 570 000-strong autocephalous Orthodox 
church, Archbishop Sawa of Bialystok and Gdansk, began work on 18 April. The 
Evangelical Augsburg (Lutheran) church has also received government approval 
for military chaplaincy. 


In late March, SERBIA became the latest East European country to provide for 
the spiritual needs of conscripts and regulars. Although the Belgrade 
government rejected Orthodox church demands for a full-time army pastorate, 
it agreed to make religious practices legal for the first time among military 
personnel. Under new regulations, officers and recruits "can participate in 
services". As in most ex-communist countries, religious observances were 
previously treated as punishable offences in the Yugoslav army. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.13 
Euthanasia belittles God’s sovereignty, says church committee 


By Robert Nowell 

EDINBURGH--The Church of Scotland’s Board of Social Responsibility has called 
on the church’s general assembly, when it meets later this month, to oppose 
any moves to legalize euthanasia. A report drawn up by the board to be 
presented to the assembly, which meets in Edinburgh from 21 to 27 May, instead 
commends and supports the development of palliative medicine and hospice care. 


The report described euthanasia as "the expression of an attitude to life 
which belittles the sovereignty of God, diminishes the importance of 
sustaining relationships, and inhibits the pursuit of life-affirming answers 
for people in need and in distress". 


The demand for euthanasia in the Netherlands, where euthanasia remains 
Fechnically iflegal but is tolerated in practice, 18 associated ‘with’ the poor 
development of palliative care, according to the report. In 1992 there were 
no palliative care or hospice services in the Netherlands, although five such 
units were planned. In the United Kingdom there were 183 in-patient hospices, 
not to mention the extensive provision of home care services for the 
terminally ill. 


The report warned of the real danger of the development of a euthanasia 
mentality which does not even consider the alternatives when faced with 
terminal illness. Such a mentality, it claimed, was becoming established in 
the Netherlands, "where many people were beginning to see euthanasia as a 
right in the event of developing terminal illness". The report was concerned 
that, if euthanasia were legalized, "this would change medical practice and 
would bring about a change in public perception, as it has already done in the 
Netherlands". 


The report found it "a curious situation" that the demand for the legalization 
of euthanasia should be so prevalent at a time when the necessity for such a 
draconian measure was so rapidly diminishing as the means of relief became 
better appreciated and more available. 


On the question of "living wills" or advance medical directives whereby 
someone gives instructions on how he or she wishes to be treated in certain 
circumstances, the report suggested extending existing law on power of 
attorney to cover health care decisions. "Powers could be granted by an 
individual to his or her attorney to demand or refuse treatment in the light 
of the granter’s stated wishes", it said. 


"The legalization of euthanasia will not produce a solution to the needs of 
the individual sufferer, nor will it address the health-care challenges of 
contemporary society", concluded the report. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.14 
Sixth WCRP to open in Italy in November 


TOKYO--The sixth assembly of the World Conference on Religion and Peace (WCRP) 
will be held 3-9 November in Rome and Riva del Garda, Italy. Pope John Paul 
II, who is scheduled to deliver a special address on 3 November, will be the 
first pope to take part in a WCRP assembly, the WCRP-Japan Committee 
organizing the conference has announced. An estimated 600 participants from 
60 countries will discuss the new role and mission of the WCRP movement amid 
drastic changes around the world. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.15 
Gypsies sue Tdokés 


BUCHAREST--A gypsy organisation is taking legal action against Laszl6 Tokés, 
a bishop of the Romanian Reformed Church, alleging that he has withheld aid 
from Germany destined for the "Free and Democratic Community of Gypsies", 
according to the Athens-based Balkan News. The newspaper quoted Tokes as 
saying that he had requested the aid be stopped when a first instalment was 
used for purposes other than those specified by the German benefactor. The 
Reformed Church had been given the task of ensuring that the money be used for 
job creation programmes. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.16 
Ecutext: Statement by Eminent Persons’ Group to South Africa 


This is the text of a statement released in Johannesburg on 2 May by the 
Ecumenical Eminent Persons’ Group to South Africa: 


The third Ecumenical Eminent Persons’ Group visited South Africa from 23 April 
to 3 May 1994. It was invited by the World Council of Churches (WCC) as co- 
partner with the South African Council of Churches (SACC), Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference (SACBC) and the South African Chapter of the 
World Conference on Religion and Peace (SACWCRP) in the Ecumenical Monitoring 
Programme in South Africa (EMPSA). The group worked in close cooperation with 
the Panel of Religious Leaders for Electoral Justice. 


We came here to affirm the solidarity of the ecumenical movement with the 
people of South Africa during this period of their historic elections. The 
visit was an expression of the desire of the international religious community 
to accompany the people of South Africa during this momentous period. 


It was indeed a great privilege for us to be here while history was being made 
and South Africa renewed. We saw God at work in this transformation. 


The most striking aspect of the elections was the peaceful manner in which 
they were conducted. This was especially remarkable when seen against the 
background of earlier violence and conflict in several parts of the country. 
Barring a few instances, there was, on the whole, no intimidation of voters. 
We could see a spirit of reconciliation at work at this moment of liberation. 
There was a reverence about the voting, and for people of all faiths, there 
was a sense of God’s gracious presence in history, healing, reconciling and 
giving. hope fore the. future, 


There were several problems with regard to the conduct of elections. A number 
of irregularities were observed. The problems were mainly in organization and 
logistics. There were also some problems of a political nature. 


The Independent Electoral Commission had to perform a mammoth task in 
organizing and conducting the first all-race election in such a short time. 
Problems caused by some built-in deficiencies like the lack of an electoral 
roll were bound to create difficulties. The last minute entry of one of the 
parties into the electoral process added to the problems. 


We recognize that there were some irregularities in the conduct of the 
elections more especially during the stage between the closing of the polls 
and the counting. We, however, do not believe that these irregularities 
seriously impair the fairness of the elections. We hope that the determination 
of the elections by the Independent Electoral Commission will be accepted by 
all the people of South Africa. 


The elections have sent a message of hope for a new era in the history of 
South Africa, hope also for many other countries, the world over, still 
struggling for justice and democracy. The way in which people participated in 
the elections shows their high expectations. As political democracy is ushered 
in, the issue of economic justice emerges as the most pressing one. 


We pay tribute to the churches and the broader religious community in this 
country for the significant contribution they made to the liberation struggle. 
We are confident that in the new situation also they will continue to be an 
important force by their moral presence and by their championing the cause of 
justice. 


We express our profound appreciation for the work of EMPSA and its monitors. 
This has been ecumenism at work in a critical situation. We hope that this 
experience will inspire new models of actions for peace-making and peace- 
keeping. 


It has been a great privilege for us to be here at this time. We return to our 
countries inspired by the commitment of the people of South Africa to the 
rebuilding and the renewal of their country under God’s providence. We pray 
for its people and its leaders as they embark on the mission of the new South 
Africa where the God-given dignity of all will be upheld and justice and peace 
will prevail. [EPS] 
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RERKEKKKKKKKEKKEKRKEKRKEE 


This issue of EPS contains special reports from EPS co-editor, Edmund Doogue, 
who is accompanying Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches during a fifteen-day (5-20 May 1994) visit to China, Taiwan and Hong 
Kong. It is Raiser’s first visit to Asia since he became general secretary in 
January 1993, and one of a series of visits by the general secretary to 
churches world-wide. 


In China, the WCC team, which also included Park Kyung-Seo, Asia Secretary, 
and Jeanne Becher, assistant to the general secretary, visited churches and 
related organizations in Beijing, Shanghai and Nanjing. 


The visit was the first by a serving WCC general secretary to China since the 
China Christian Council rejoined the WCC in 1991. 
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EPS is now available on ECUNET, an electronic network, together with its 
French-language sister publication SOEPI. ECUNET subscribers can access EPS 
stories as soon as they are published. For further information on ECUNET 
contact David Pozzi-Johnson at the World Council of Churches. 


The EPS editors can be reached by e-mail. The EPS INTERNET address is: 
31domain.WCC1.EPS@WCCXSMTP .WCC-COE.ORG 
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research for doctoral dissertations; post-doctoral book research and writing 
projects; missiological consultations (small scale); and planning grants for 
major interdisciplinary research projects. Projects that are cross-cultural, 
collaborative, and interdisciplinary are especially welcome. Deadline for 
receiving 1995 grant applications is 1 December 1994. For further 
information and application forms, please write to: Geoffrey A. Little, 
Coordinator, Research Enablement Program, Overseas Ministries Study Center, 
490 Prospect Street, New Haven, CT 06511, USA. Tel: (203) 865-1827; Fax: 
(203) 865-2587. 
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China needs religious laws to stop interference, WCC leader told 


By Edmund Doogue 

BEIJING--China’s new decrees on religion are aimed solely at ensuring respect 
of people and the law and at preventing interference in China’s domestic 
affairs, China’s most senior official responsible for religious activity has 
claimed. 


Zhang Shen Zhou, director of the Chinese government’s national Religious 
Affairs Bureau (RAB) , expressed. concern. :at! foreign "mistakes" in 
interpretation of two new decrees - 144 and 145 - announced at the end of 
January this year. 


"You will find the policy on religions is free - if you study the decrees, you 
will see they are protecting rather than restricting", he told Konrad Raiser, 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, during a visit by Raiser 
to China, Taiwan and Hong Kong, 5 to 20 May. 


Zhang, who holds a position equal to that of a deputy minister in the national 
government, said at a banquet given to welcome Raiser to China that the 
Chinese authorities were not interested in the merits of the theology of any 
religion - they were concerned simply with whether it was law-abiding. 


To promote "higher understanding" of China’s policy on religion, Zhang invited 
the WCC to send a team to China next year to assess the implementation of the 
government’s policy. 


Raiser warmly welcomed the proposal for what he described as "an ecumenical 
team visit" to China, saying that the China Christian Council, which is a 
member of the WCC, had been considering such a visit. (The China Christian 
Council has since confirmed its approval of the visit, which will now go 
ahead, probably some time in 1995.) 


The two new decrees - dealing with the use of venues for religious activities 
and the religious activities of foreigners in China - have prompted widespread 
international criticism of the Beijing government. On 3 May another regulation 
was announced, requiring the registration of all religious groups at a local 
level. The China Christian Council has said that decrees 144 and 145 do not 
Signal any change in official policy; nor has the China Christian Council 
seen any malevolent intention in the regulation announced on 3 May. The China 
Christian Council, which is a "post-denominational" body, part church and part 
council, represents between 50 and 80 per cent (figures are unclear, it says) 
of China’s seven million Protestants. There are also about 3.5 million Roman 
Catholics in China. 


As well as mainstream groups, China is said to have "underground" churches of 
various kinds. Some of these are reported to be strongly critical of the 
communist government. Some apparently pray for the downfall of the "atheistic 
government", while others simply object to being subject to government 
regulations. 


Some commentators have said that the new regulations are intended to bring the 
"underground" churches under control. 


Wenzao Han, executive vice-president of the China Christian Council (CCC) and 
one of the most influential Christians in China, said that the regulations 
were imposed only on those practising religion illegally. 


The director of the Religious Affairs Bureau told Raiser that in the field of 
religion, the Beijing government simply required citizens to "remain loyal to 
the nation" and not to break the law. Foreigners were required to respect 
others and not to "interfere" in China’s domestic affairs. 


Zhang stressed that the RAB had a "serving function", ensuring citizens’ 
rights to belief and dealing with any complaints about the implementation of 
religious policy by government officials. 


Raiser pointed out to Zhang and other RAB officials present that even witha 
good policy, it was important that it be implemented at all levels "in the 
spirit of those who formulated the policy". [more] 
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Raiser also said that in cases where one religious group was dominant, there 
was a risk that smaller groups might be characterized as cults, and find their 
rights restricted. This had happened in some Latin American countries where 
Roman Catholicism dominated and smaller Protestant groups found their rights 
were restricted, Raiser said. 


Also at the official banquet, Park Kyung-Seo, Asia secretary at the WCC, 
raised the possibility of visiting Tibet. Zhang told Park he could make such 
a visit. 


Tibet has also been the subject of intense media interest, with press reports 
of widespread action by Chinese authorities against Buddhist monks who 
previously held great influence in Tibetan society. 


Zhang said that while some people claimed that the situation in Tibet had 
become worse, others said the opposite was the case. 


"These are two sides of the one coin, it depends on your point of view", Zhang 
told Raiser. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.18 
Seven million Bibles published in China since 1987 


By Edmund Doogue 
NANJING--Outside China, it is often believed that the Bible is not available 
in this communist country. 


Nanjing Amity Printing Company is solid proof that the Bible is available here 
in Chinese and in China’s minority ethnic languages. 


Set up in 1987 as a joint venture between the United Bible Societies and the 
Amity Foundation, a non-denominational development agency, the printing 
company published its seven millionth Bible on 25 April 1994. 


Wee Seng Kue, deputy general manager of Amity Printing, predicts that the 
eight millionth Bible will come off the presses on 26 or 27 September this 
year. Last year 1.6 million Bibles were printed by Amity Printing and 
distributed by the China Christian Council. 


Four million copies of a new hymnal in Chinese have also been printed and 
distributed. 


Thanks to the donation of paper by the United Bible Societies, the Chinese 
Bible produced by Amity Printing sells in China for 9.5 yuan, a little over 
one US dollar. 


Some Bibles are given free of charge to people who cannot afford the price. 
Wenzao Han, deputy chairman of Amity Printing, said that it was also quite 
common for Chinese Christians to have three versions of the Bible - one in 
traditional Chinese script, one in modern simplified script, and one pocket 
version. 


Amity Printing has also published an illustrated children’s Bible in English 
forvaudistributonsainreandia, 


Amity Printing employs more than 300 people, most of them women. Their wages 
compare favourably, Amity says, with those paid by similar enterprises. Amity 
is located outside Nanjing and many of its workers live in their own homes 
near the printers, so they do not need to pay rent. 


Amity Printing has won a government award for being one of the most 
progressive joint ventures in the Nanjing region. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.19 
Chinese Christians find role in national reconstruction 


By Edmund Doogue 

SHANGHAI --Chinese Christians should be committed to their country’s programme 
of national development and reconstruction, according to Shen Yi-Fan, a 
Protestant bishop and one of the leaders of the "post-denominational" China 
Christian Council (CCC). China is at present undergoing rapid industrial and 
commercial growth as it shows more openness to the outside world. 


"We believe that it is a good testimony and a good witness for Christianity 
if Christians take part in national reconstruction", Shen said at a meeting 
at the CCC’s national headquarters in Shanghai with Konrad Raiser, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, visiting churches in China in May. 


The CCC represents most of China’s seven million Protestants. 


The CCC, especially through its president, K. H. Ting, who is also a bishop, 
has been a major influence for the protection of religious rights in China. 
The CCC has achieved this through communicating via established channels of 
dialogue with the Beijing and regional governments on matters affecting 
Christianity and other faiths. Some Christians outside the CCC have adopted 
a more confrontational approach to the communist authorities. 


Qi Tieying, a young pastor in Beijing, expressed views often held in the ccc: 
"If the Christian churches do not have good relations with society and with 
the government, then we won’t be able to preach." 


Qi said that the government’s regulations affecting religion caused him no 
problem. He pointed out that some pastors represented Christians and members 
of other faiths in regional government consultative bodies. 


Yang Zhouhai, a senior pastor in the Beijing church council, said that the 
attitude of the Beijing government had evolved rapidly during recent years. 
During the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), religion was forbidden as "the 
opium of the people". After the end of the Cultural Revolution, Beijing 
revised its attitude to religion, seeing it simply as a "cultural phenomenon", 
worthy of detached study. 


In the last few years, Yang said, religion had come to be viewed by the 
government as likely to be beneficial to China, because of its influence in 
strengthening morality. 


An important concern, for both the Chinese government and the ccc, is for 
churches in China to be autonomous Chinese churches, not vulnerable to 
manipulation by foreigners. Part of this concern stems from the past when the 
churches in China were largely under foreign missionary control. 


The concern for an essentially Chinese church is reflected in the Three-Self 
Movement (self-governing, self-supporting, and self-propagation of the 
Gospel), a partner body to the CCC. The leadership of the CCC and Three-Self 
often overlaps. Feng told Raiser that the Three-Self Movement "has helped to 
remove the foreign image of the church in China, and root the church in 
Chinese soil". 


"Three-Self committees are intended to make our people more committed to 
national development and reconstruction", Feng said. 


Figures on the total number of Chinese Christians are at best approximate. The 
CCC rejects suggestions from some Hong Kong sources that there are up to 100 
million Christians in China. However, the CCC is facing rapid growth in the 
Christian community, even though Christians are and will remain a tiny 
minority of China’s 1.1 billion people (1990 census). 


Since church services in China resumed in 1979 after the suppression of the 
Cultural Revolution, the CCC has opened 13 seminaries to train new pastors, 
men and women. The national seminary in Nanjing, the largest in the country, 
has 150 full-time students and 3000 correspondence students. Applications to 
Study at the seminary are so numerous that only a sixth of them can be 
accepted. More than a third of the 150 full-time students at Nanjing seminary 
are women. Most of the seminary students become pastors or theological 
theology teachers after graduation. [EPS] 
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Beijing’s churches struggle to keep up with growth 


By Edmund Doogue 

BEIJING--In 1979, when China opened its doors after the end of the Cultural 
Revolution, Christians in Beijing gathered for the first church service in the 
region - and one of the first in China - for more than a decade. 


Between 20 and 30 Christians worshipped at that service to celebrate the 
rebirth of the church in Beijing. Appropriately, it was held at Easter. Now, 
in May 1994, the region has between 10 000 and 20 000 committed Protestants, 
worshipping at eight churches and more than 200 "meeting points" in private 
homes. Two-thirds of the Beijing congregation are women, and this proportion 
is repeated at Beijing’s Theological College. Beijing has 22 men pastors and 
three women pastors, and the proportion of women clergy is rising fast. 


The Protestant Beijing Christian Council (BCC), which functions as both 
council and church, is struggling to keep up with the growth of the Christian 
community in the Chinese capital, which had a population of almost 11 million 
at the last census in 1990. 


"At Christmas time, pastors have to ask people not to come to church because 
it is too crowded and there won’t be room for new members", Yang Zhouhai, a 
senior Beijing pastor told EPS. "I don’t think this is happening anywhere else 
in the world." Qi Tieying, a 31-year-old pastor whose parish is Hai Dian 
District in central Beijing, said that he was baptising about 100 new 
Christians a year. About 60 per cent of them were staff and students from the 
local universities. 


Qi said that while preaching was important - in Chinese churches pastors are 
usually expected to preach for an hour at church services - new members were 
usually drawn to the church by the "good actions" in the workplace, school or 
university by Christians who are urged by the Beijing Christian Council to 
take an active part in China’s national reconstruction. 


"Lots of new members come to church not by what they have heard, but by what 
they have seen", Qi said. 


Shi Ze Sheng, a senior pastor and vice-president of the BCC, said that the 
congregations at some Beijing churches were often five hundred strong. The 
greatest difficulty facing the church, he said, was getting enough pastors. 


Christian books had also been destroyed in the Cultural Revolution, and the 
Beijing Theological College had insufficient reference books for the students. 
The Cultural Revolution, whose memory still dominates Chinese life, has also 
left its imprint on the age range of the clergy, with a clear division of age 
between pastors who trained before the Cultural Revolution and the younger 
clergy who have become Christians since 1979, generally with no previous 
religious background. 


The older pastors, often still working very actively in parishes and as church 
leaders, are over 60 and up to 80 years old. The younger pastors are in their 
20s and 30s, with very few pastors in their 40s. 


The Beijing Christian Council, like other mainstream Protestant churches in 
China, is "post-denominational". It includes some Christians, mainly older 
believers, who had some denominational affiliation in the past and younger 
Christians who have had no experience of denominational grouping. 


Some elements of denominational practice and worship remain - for example, at 
the BCC there are two forms of baptism, sprinkling and immersion - while some 
church services are Anglican in style, others are Seventh-day Adventist. 


But all members of the BCC are required to practise "mutual respect" for all 
Christians, no matter what their beliefs and religious practices. 


Most younger members of the church regard the question of denominations as a 
non-issue. When Qi enrolled at the Theological College, he was asked his 
denominational background. "I don’t know", Qi said. "I believe in God, I don’t 
know anything about denominations." [EPS] 
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Christians must co-exist with other religions, Chinese told 


By Edmund Doogue 

NANJING--Christians were likely to remain a small minority in Asia, and 
Christianity needed to come to terms with the prospect of existing alongside 
other Asian religions, the World Council of Churches’ general secretary, 
Konrad Raiser, told seminary students in Nanjing, China, on 10 May, during a 
visit to churches and church institutions in China. 


Christians, Raiser said, needed, in the light of this religious plurality, to 
ask themselves what it meant to talk of God’s plan for the salvation of 
humanity. Raiser was speaking of the challenges facing ecumenism to 150 
students at the national Protestant seminary in Nanjing, the biggest of 
China’s 13 Protestant seminaries. 


Raiser said that while there was certainly a new sense of the global unity of 
humanity, "at the same time we are witnessing a growing affirmation of 
cultural identity". This was also true within the churches, where new forms 
of church life were growing out of specific cultural heritages. 


"Now we are discovering that these diversities are a source of richness from 
which the church universal draws its vitality." 


Raiser said "the task of ecumenical theology is to provide the people of God 
with the language we need to communicate with one another while respecting our 
diversities". 


Speaking of an even larger challenge facing the ecumenical movement as the 
21st century approaches, Raiser gave a universal vision of the goals of 
ecumenism. 


Pointing out that within the last generation, the Western notion of progress 
had been modified by the "realization that there are limits to what human 
beings can do and must do in terms of transforming the environment", Raiser 
said that it was evident that progress was sustainable only if the life of the 
entire creation was respected. 


"We have to overcome the tendency to see everything in terms of the human 
condition", he said, adding that in the biblical story of creation woman and 
man were not the end of the process - animals were created on the same day, 
while the final day of creation was a day of rest - "the Sabbath that restores 
the wholeness of creation". 


Raiser said that a newly articulated vision of ecumenism should thus include 
not only the churches, and not only humanity, but the whole of creation. Our 
Christian hope should not be directed merely to the salvation of our souls but 
go beyond the Christian community to a "new heaven and earth". 


He added "even if one day we restored the unity of the church, we would not 
have reached the goal of ecumenism", a goal that would be realized only when 
everything was brought together and reconciled in communion with God. 


In specific terms, Raiser said, the goal for ecumenism was.to set the churches 
free to embrace this comprehensive vision, rather than close in on themselves. 


Asked by one of the Nanjing students about the conflict between Christianity 
and local culture, Raiser replied: "To a certain extent, there always is a 
conflict. Christianity does not belong to any culture, but wherever it takes 
root it enters into contact with the local culture, also with the local 
religious culture. That in Jesus Christ God became human also means that in 
Jesus Christ God becomes part of our culture." 


Raiser said that in every culture there were elements that limited people from 
being fully human. 


"This is particularly true of the way women have been treated in most of our 
traditional cultures, so in that sense the Gospel is a means to transform our 
culture, allowing us to become fully human." 


But Raiser stressed that when he spoke of "transforming culture" he did not 
mean the methods of the early missionaries who called on new Christians to 
separate themselves from their traditional culture as proof of their 
commitment to Christianity. [more] 
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"There is no such thing as a specific Christian culture. There is only Chinese 
Christianity, Indian Christianity ... We are called out of our culture (by the 
Gospel) and placed firmly within our culture." 


Raiser said that the relationship between gospel and culture was a current 
theme of study at the WCC and a fuller answer to the student’s question should 
eventually be available. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.22 
Churches should protect human rights, says Hong Kong leader 


By Edmund Doogue 

HONG KONG--Martin Lee, chairman of the United Democrats party, the most 
popular political party in Hong Kong, has urged the World Council of Churches 
to bring pressure on both British and Beijing authorities for human rights and 
democracy as Hong Kong approaches the handover to China in 1997. 


Lee, whose party holds 11 of the 18 democratically-elected seats in Hong 
Kong’s 60-member Legislative Council, urged Konrad Raiser, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches (WCC) to press upon Chris Patten, the 
governor of Hong Kong, the need to set up a human rights commission to ensure 
the protection of individual rights after the handover. Raiser will meet 
Patten on 18 May. : 


Lee, who is a Roman Catholic, also said that the WCC and the churches would 
have a role in Hong Kong from 1997 onwards to ensure that human rights, 
including religious liberty, were protected under the Beijing government. 


A frequent critic of Beijing policies, Lee told Raiser that his party 
supported moves by Patten to make Hong Kong’s Legislative Council more 
democratic before the handover. Legislation is to come to a vote in the 
council at the end of June to make the council more representative. Lee said 
the vote would be close, because of the presence of pro-Beijing members in the 
council, but he thought it could pass with some persuasion from Patten. 


Lee was sceptical of the new openness in China, saying that "communism is the 
most unpopular thing in China. No one wants it." 


The communists were allowing economic reform only because they believed that 
it would allow the citizens of China to get enough to eat, thus reducing 
resistance against the Chinese authorities, he said. 


"Economic reform is the only option open to them", Lee said. "If they 
introduced democratic elections, they would be the first to go. 


"They are trying to control a genie in a bottle", Lee said. "The economic half 
of the genie is out, but they want to keep the political half in." 


Lee said that Beijing wanted to keep Hong Kong under its control rather than 
allow democratization. "If they give freedom to Hong Kong, then the rest of 
China will want it." 


He claimed that some communist cadres were corrupt, with heavy personal 
investments by them and their families, including in Hong Kong. 


Lee said that Beijing needed Hong Kong’s wealth and market power, so that 
Beijing had much more to lose than the British if the handover process went 
wrong. 


Beijing, Lee said, had promised to dismantle the democratic structures being 
established by Patten. But he added: "I don’t believe them ... The correct 
thing for Patten to do is what is right for Hong Kong." [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.23 
Raiser ‘reasonably optimistic’ about Chinese Christians’ future 


By Edmund Doogue 

HONG KONG--China’s new decrees defining government policy on religious 
activity could be seen as an advance because Christians and people of other 
faiths now knew where they stood in relation to the law, the World Council of 
Churches’ general secretary, Konrad Raiser, said after a six-day visit to 
churches in China from 6-11 May. 


Addressing journalists in Hong Kong after his China visit, Raiser stressed the 
special nature of the relatively small Chinese churches in a country of more 
than a billion people. He said he was reasonably optimistic in his assessment 
of the situation of Christians in China, which was improving, but expressed 
some concerns about the implementation of government policy at the local 
level. 


Raiser told journalists that he and the three WCC staff who were included in 
the delegation had visited churches and had "no political agenda". 


China’s policy on religious and other liberties, and its imprisonment and 
alleged torture of dissidents, have dominated headlines in recent months as 
the United States has put pressure on Beijing before deciding whether to renew 
China’s "most favoured nation" (MFN) status. Most countries that trade with 
the US have MFN status, but loss of MFN would raise serious trading barriers 
to China. 


In late January and on 3 May Beijing announced laws defining religious rights 
in China. Government officials in China told Raiser that the laws were 
intended to protect rights to religious practice. Commenting on the new 
decrees, Raiser told the Hong Kong journalists: "Chinese church leaders said 
that it was most important we understand that the two decrees (released in 
January) were the first public documents defining the religious policy of the 
Chinese government since the promulgation of the Chinese constitution more 
than 20 years ago. 


"Up until now, the handling of religious policy was difficult to foresee and 
even more difficult to control. There was no possibility of complaining about 
mishandling of the policy", Raiser said. 


"The decrees do not actually define anything new - they largely codify what 
has been the practice already so far. 


"At least now we know what is government policy and we can hold the 
authorities accountable to keep their own publicly defined policy. 


"That we consider to be progress", the church leaders had told Raiser. "In 
that sense", Raiser said, "their (the church leaders) comment was positive. 
However, we now have to see how the regulations will be implemented. They said 
there was reason to fear that the process would not be without conflict and 
that in particular there would be resistance at lower levels. 


"None of the (church) leaders with whom we talked complained about open 
infringement of religious liberty. I was told, however, that they received 
again and again complaints from local communities about arbitrary applications 
of government policy which protects freedom of religious belief. 


"I was assured that all such complaints were being shared, through the proper 
channels, with the government authorities", Raiser said. 


Raiser said that, at least on appearances and as far as he could see ina 
brief visit, China compared favourably with the East European countries when 
they were under communist rule. "I find the outside appearance of China is 
more liberal than many of the countries of Eastern Europe under communist 
mire... 


He said that there had been no restrictions placed on the public appearances 
he made nor on what he said at them. I have no doubt they had to be cleared 
with the authorities, but I did not expect anything else because that has been 
the situation in communist countries I have previously visited." 


Raiser also spoke to journalists about the position of the China Christian 
Council, which represents over fifty per cent of China’s seven million 
Protestants. [more] 
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Again making a comparison with Eastern Europe before 1989, he said: "I know 
of only one East European communist country in which church leaders were 
recognized (as the CCC’s leaders are recognized in China) as representatives 
of significant civic communities and thus included in a public consultative 
process, feeding into the formation of political opinions and decision-making. 


"The only other communist country where I know this has happened was in 
Hungary." 


He said that Buddhists and Muslims in China were included in the same process. 


Speaking of church cooperation with the communist government, Raiser 
commented: "In this role you can be charged.with collaborating with a 
government structure that leaves a lot to be desired. The justification has 
always been that it has provided opportunities to articulate the perspective, 
experience and concerns of religious communities in the political fora. 


"This was the explanation and justification we were given by our Chinese 
counterparts. There is no doubt that the Christian community in China is very 
small, and a very weak community. 


"It would be utterly mistaken to judge it by any of the criteria some of us 
may use in parts of the world that have a majority Christian population." 


Asked by journalists about the future of Hong Kong after the handover to China 
in 1997, Raiser said that there was every reason to insist that the agreement 
between China and Great Britain about Hong Kong’s rights to run its domestic 
affairs be respected. 


The 1984 agreement between Beijing and London stipulated that the social, 
legal and political structures of Hong Kong would remain in place for 50 
years, while China would control foreign affairs and defence, Raiser said. 


"There is evidence, it seems, that China is trying to undermine at least the 
spirit of the 1984 agreement, and there is a corresponding effort on the part 
of the Hong Kong government to defend not only the spirit but also the content 
of the agreement. I hope that their (the Hong Kong government) efforts will 
be successful and that not only religious liberty but democratic liberties 
will be. protected." 


China would be acting against its own interests, both political and economic, 
by not abiding by the 1984 agreement. This would destroy business confidence 
in Hong Kong, which would be a foolish path for Beijing to follow. "So fate 
I have not had the impression that the Chinese leadership acts foolishly", 
Raiser said. 


Raiser’s visit to north-east Asia was his first to the region since taking up 
the position of general secretary of the WCC in January 1993. The visit 
included meetings with church representatives in Taiwan and Hong Kong as well 
as China. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.24 
Protestant churches in Latin Europe discuss future 


AVERIO, Portugal--Protestant churches living as minorities in countries where 
the Roman Catholic church is dominant have been challenged to transcend "anti- 
Catholicism" in their witness to society. Addressing the general assembly, 
from 28 April to 1 May, of the Conference of Protestant Churches from the 
Latin Countries of Europe (CEPLE), Paolo Ricca, a Protestant professor of 
theology in Rome, called on the churches to find a way of demonstrating an 
alternative witness that was relevant to societies in transition. 


Manuel Cardoso, secretary general of the Portuguese Council of Churches, who 
chaired the meeting, told EPS that CEPLE continued to have an important role 
"to continue the reflection of the churches in a minority situation". "The 
existence of CEPLE is very important for other Protestants in Europe", he 
said. "Our situation can help other churches to understand the diversity of 
Europe." The churches in CEPLE were building up a network to allow member 
churches to take part in joint theological reflection, radio and television 
work, the question of women’s participation, and the issue of migration. 


CEPLE represents Protestant churches from Belgium, Spain, France, Italy, 
Portugal and Switzerland. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.25 
Reconciliation urgent task among Rwandan refugees 


By Miriam Ayoti 

NGARA, Tanzania--Mukamezimaka Zorerini, a recent arrival at the Ngara refugee 
camp in Tanzania, has only one relative left in the world. She is only ten. 
Her sister, Wamakoro, is six. "My mother was killed and my father never came 
back home", she said tearfully. "Some people came to our house and took away 
my two brothers who were older than us. I had heard that people were fighting, 
so I took Wamakoro and we left." 


Mukamezimaka said that she and her sister walked for kilometres before they 
arrived at the camp. Three times her sister fell ill and they had to hide in 
the bushes fearing an attack. Another family walked with them to the camp. 


Her story is not unique. Another refugee, Grace Mwizerwa, spoke of how she 
escaped after her parents were killed. "We all ran in different directions but 
fortunately, I met my sisters later and we walked to the camp." It was not 
until four weeks later that she was reunited with her brothers. Grace is now 
the sole breadwinner for her two sisters and brothers. She is lucky to have 
a casual job with the Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service (TCRS) and she 
hopes to keep her family fed. 


The stories are traumatic; the numbers of people overwhelming. The sight of 
bodies floating in the Kagera river, approximately 18 kilometres from the 
Ngara camp, is sickening. No one really knows how many have died, but 
estimates have put the figures between 100 000 and 500 000. Fleeing Rwandese 
have been scattered throughout neighbouring countries: 5500 in Uganda, 8300 
in Zaire and another 40 000 in Burundi. 


Over 300 000 Rwandan refugees who have fled the massacres that followed the 
killing of the country’s president a month ago are camping at the Ngara in 
north-west Tanzania. The igloo-like "houses" are dotted in a mere four square 
kilometres. There is almost no sanitation and the threat of an epidemic 
outbreak is real. 


Close to a fifth of the Rwandan population is either dead or seeking refuge 
elsewhere. Thousands more have been displaced inside Rwanda itself. Others 
continue to stream into the camp in thousands. According to official figures 
there are 1500 new arrivals daily, a conservative estimate. Men, women and 
children, some only days old, are arriving in thousands at the Ngara refugee 
camp. 


The luckier ones have bicycles. They carry a mattress, a bunch of bananas or 
some maize flour for the first meal at the camp. There are motor cycles and 
even some cars in the camp, belonging to wealthier refugees, who could escape 
earlier because they were mobile. They are even able to return to the environs 
of Rwanda and get bananas - the staple food of the Rwandan people - and sell 
them for cash. 


Mothers with babies strapped to their backs have walked for weeks just to get 
here. The arrival at the camp, however, is only the beginning of the struggle 
to survive. They have to walk a total of two kilometres to get to the nearest 
water source - a well that many fear will dry up sooner or later. Water 
storage containers and cooking utensils are scarce. 


Refugees have to travel five kilometres to collect wood for fuel. With time, 
the distance is likely to increase. Hundreds of tons of firewood are cut down 
daily despite the ecological implications of this. Bernard Staub, director of 
the Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service (TCRS), has described the 
difficulties of supplying the refugees with kerosene stoves for their cooking. 
If each refugee family is to get a litre of kerosene each day - barely enough 
to cook the tough maize that is the main food available - approximately 

100 000 litres of kerosene will be needed daily. 


People’s spirits remain unbroken. They are determined to live on. Some of the 
refugees have been employed as casual labour by the various agencies operating 
in the camp. At the African Education Fund (AEF), for example, refugees are 
helping other refugees to get access to medication. They are the clerks, and 
attendants. The administrator is a refugee himself. "We want to try and help; 
it is not good that things are just done for us. We want to feel useful", says 
one of the refugee workers who declined to be identified. [more] 
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Hadija, one of the refugees, decided that she would not just sit and wait. She 
purchased a few plastic plates, cups anda cooking pan. She is now making tea 
and selling it to other refugees. Small markets have sprung up - from bicycle 
repairers, barbers, and cobblers toa variety of food traders. No one knows 
how long this situation will last and no one has the vaguest idea about how 
long they are going to be here. 


People who have been identified as killers are living side by side with those 
whose families they have murdered. One woman saw a group of three boys who 
allegedly murdered her family. She reported them to the Tanzanian authorities 
who tied up and confined the boys. 


"Ryen if we have murdered, we can be forgiven", one young man said to a 
Catholic nun. A deliberate effort is needed by churches to start the process 
of reconciliation, as people struggle to come to terms with their new status 
and bitter realities. 


In another incident, a woman ran up to us and clasped her arms around the two 
Catholic nuns with whom we were visiting the camp. "Let us pray for each 
other. Only God will protect us. Only He will deliver us", she said, echoing 
the sentiments of many among the refugees who need spiritual nourishment. [EPS] 


(Miriam Ayoti works for the All Africa Press Service and visited Ngara refugee 
camp with a media team sponsored by the World Council of Churches and Lutheran 
World Service) 
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Churches launch international appeal for Rwanda 


GENEVA--The World Council of Churches (WCC) and Lutheran World Service (LWS) 
have launched a joint Pentecost appeal for Rwanda after an emergency aid team 
was sent, 2-12 May, by the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) and the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) to assess the needs of Rwandan refugees in 
neighbouring countries. 


The church team, Tim Cole of Christian Aid, Henk van Apeldoorn of Dutch 
Interchurch Aid, Andrew Kishindo of the AACC’s Refugee and Emergency Services 
and Kosti Manibe, a consultant for the WCC, all experienced in refugee work, 
said that it was the worst situation they had ever seen. 


Brenda Fitzpatrick, a WCC official who visited Rwandan refugees in Tanzania, 
told EPS that the churches had a definite role in promoting reconciliation. 
"Often the murderers are in the same refugee camps as the relatives of their 
victims", she said. 


She said the key element of the churches’ work would be crisis counselling. 
The agencies hope to assemble an ecumenical peace-making team of people with 
experience in counselling victims of violence to work in refugee camps. 


She paid tribute to the efforts being made by the refugees themselves. "In 
comparison with the amount the refugees do for themselves under incredibly 
difficult conditions, the aid they receive from the international community 
seems trifling", she said. 


"However, international aid is absolutely essential if they are to survive", 
she added. 


Meanwhile, the WCC has written to Boutros Boutros-Ghali, United Nations 
Secretary General, and Salim Ahmed Salim, secretary general of the 


Organization of African Unity supporting a call by the AACC for an eminent 
persons’ group to advise on international action. 


Jose Chipenda, AACC secretary general, called for "a group of eminent, 
respected and unbiased church persons and representative national leaders 
to be brought together" to facilitate dialogue and negotiation in Rwanda. 


Churches, governments, the United Nations (UN) and the Organization of African 
Unity (OAU), should speak with one voice and stop the "horror and bloodshed" 
in Rwanda, according to Chipenda. "Our brothers and sisters in Rwanda are 
crying out for help while international fora debate political niceties and 
anguish over ‘another Somalia’", Chipenda said in his message. "For the sake 
of our God-given humanity, we plead for peace and a unanimous condemnation of 
this appalling carnage", he said. [EPS] 
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Armenia agrees to Azeri prisoner exchange after church mediation 


By Stephen Brown 

GENEVA--The Armenian government has agreed to exchange prisoners of war with 
Azerbaijan and has reprieved two Azeri prisoners of war condemned to death, 
following an appeal by the World Council of Churches (WCC) to Armenia’s 
president, according to a WCC official on 17 May. 


"This is a symbolic gesture which is a first step towards confidence 
building", Elizabeth Salter, of the WCC’s Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs (CCIA), told EPS. Previously Armenian leaders had 
dismissed the idea of an exchange of prisoners. 


Azerbaijan and Armenia have been in dispute over the region of Nagorno- 
Karabagh, an area of Azerbaijan populated mainly by ethnic Armenians. 
Thousands are said to have died in the armed conflict, which has spread beyond 
Nagorno-Karabagh to other areas of Azerbaijan now occupied by ethnic Armenian 
forces. 


In March this year, Salter, and Dwain Epps, also of CCIA, visited Armenia as 
part of a continuing effort at mediation between Azerbaijan and Armenia. 
During a meeting with Salter and Epps, Armenia’s vice-president, Gagik 
Haroutiunian, dismissed the idea of an exchange of prisoners as a "propaganda 
exercise", Salter said. 


"I am pleased that now the Armenian government apparently has responded to our 
proposal. The WCC has been calling for such an exchange of prisoners for over 
a year", Salter told EPS. 


The two prisoners condemned to death, Bakhtiar Khanali Ogly Shabiev, and Garai 
Muzafar Ogly Nagiev, were due to be executed on 12 May, following a trial of 
eight Azeri prisoners-of-war. According to an unconfirmed report, the accused 
were convicted of murdering three ethnic Armenians in the Kelbajar region of 
Azerbaijan in early 1993. The other defendants received terms of imprisonment 
of twelve to fifteen years. 


Patriarch Vasken I, Catholicos of the Armenian Orthodox Church,. told, WGC 
leaders, in a telegram to Geneva, that "the sentence has not been carried out 
and the government of Armenia has decided to resolve the problem by an 
exchange of prisoners". 


In its appeal to the Armenian president, Levon Ter Petrossian, the WCC said 
that an exchange of prisoners-of-war would be a "positive sign of a mutual 
desire on the part of both Armenian and Azeri governments to take small but 
achievable steps in mutual confidence building, and towards a peaceful 
resolution of the conflict." 


Two Armenian prisoners-of-war were recently released by the Azeri authorities 
following proposals by the WCC. 


In February 1993, the WCC organized a meeting in Montreux, Switzerland, 
between Vasken I, and Sheikh-ul-Islam Pashazade, the spiritual leader of 
Azerbaijan’s Muslim community. This meeting resulted in a joint declaration 
which the WCC and another Geneva-based church body, the Conference of European 
Churches (CEC), have used as a basis for their mediation in the conflict. 


The WCC and CEC sent delegations to Azerbaijan and Armenia in March this year 
to foster peace and to bring Azeri and Armenian leaders to the negotiating 
table. They met President Haidar Aliev of Azerbaijan and Gagik Haroutiunian, 
the Armenian vice-president. Proposals by the WCC and CEC included an 
immediate cease-fire, the release of prisoners on both sides, the protection 
of hostages and the implementation of an international humanitarian fund, 
proposed at the Montreux meeting. 


Jean Fischer, general secretary of the Conference of European Churches, told 
EPS: "We are grateful to the religious leaders Patriarch Vasken I and Sheikh- 
ul-Islam Pashazade for their commitment to peace. This is an encouragement to 
religious leaders in other conflicts in Europe to use their moral and 
Spiritual influence to promote negotiations rather than the use of violence." 


Armenia, Azerbaijan and the Armenian authorities in Nagorno-Karabagh agreed 
in Moscow on 16 May to the deployment of a peace-keeping force by the 
Commonwealth of Independent States. [EPS] 
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Historic episcopate ‘precondition’ for church unity 


VIENNA--Stephen Sykes, the (Anglican) Bishop of Ely, England, has told 
Protestant church leaders that the "historic episcopate" is a "precondition 
for the true unity of the Church". The "historic episcopate" is the belief 
that authority in the church is derived from bishops ordained by the physical 
laying on of hands by other bishops, who can trace their own succession back 
to the earliest apostles. 


Sykes was addressing the general assembly, in Vienna, 3 to 10 May, of the 
Leuenberg Church Fellowship, on "The Church of England and the Leuenberg 
Church Fellowship - opportunities, limits and possibilities". 


The Leuenberg Church Fellowship is named after the 1973 agreement between 
European Lutheran, Reformed and United churches. This agreement overcame 
doctrinal differences dating from the Reformation and allowed full church 
fellowship between the signatory churches. 


"Anglicans hold that one of the ways in which unity is safeguarded, though not 
guaranteed, is when the authorized particular ministry of word and sacrament 
proceeds from a single source, namely the bishop", Sykes told delegates in 
Vienna. 


The Reformation churches that have signed the Leuenberg agreement, on the 
other hand, believe that there are only two conditions for mutual recognition: 
agreement on the "right teaching of the Gospel" and on the bb gikei she 
administration of the sacraments". 


Calling for discussions to build a "new bridge" between Anglicans and the 
Leuenberg churches, Sykes said that the "urgency of the context in which the 
churches of Europe undertake their witness ... makes it all the more important 
that we find a way of advancing its coherence". He warned, however, that 
"Anglicans can be very discouraging ecumenical partners" and that the "opening 
of conversations with the Leuenberg family would be treated by some with 
suspicion. 


He said that the Church of England had a wide span of belief, style and 
practice, in which anxieties had been exacerbated by the ordination of women. 
"It is bitterly said by some Catholic-minded Anglicans that the Church of 
England is ‘turning itself into a Protestant sect’", he said. 


Some Protestant church leaders in Vienna reacted sceptically to Sykes’ speech. 
Johannes Dantine, a Lutheran theology professor in Vienna, told journalists 
that structures and institutional forms such as the office of bishop could 
never have the same importance in Protestant churches as in Anglican churches. 


Dantine said that the lack of flexibility shown by Anglicans on this question 
was "astounding". He said that he feared that the ecumenical movement would 
split into two wings: one influenced by a protestant understanding of 
ordination, the other influenced by a catholic understanding. 


The invitation to Sykes to speak in Vienna came after the Church of England 
reached an accord - the so-called Meissen agreement, ratified in 1991 - with 
the Lutheran, Reformed and United regional churches which are members of the 


Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). All EKD regional churches, except one, 
have also signed the Leuenberg Agreement. 


According to the Meissen Agreement, the Church of England and the EKD churches 
"acknowledge one another’s ordained ministries as given by God" but stop short 
of recognizing them as "interchangeable". As such, there is not full 
intercommunion between the Church of England and the German churches, nor full 
recognition of their ordained ministries. 


However, agreement in principle on mutual recognition was reached at the end 
of 1993 between European Anglican churches and Scandinavian and Baltic 
Lutheran churches, in the Porvoo Common Declaration. This declaration, which 
has still to be ratified by the individual churches, would mean, among other 
things, full recognition of each other’s ordained ministries. On 19 April, the 
Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church (EELK) became the first church to ratify 
the Porvoo Common Statement. 


As a first step, the Leuenberg Church Fellowship agreed to take part ina 
consultation in Autumn 1995 between Anglican churches, and churches 
participating in the Meissen and Porvoo agreements. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.29 
Europe’s Protestants take first step to speak with ’single voice’ 


by Stephen Brown 

VIENNA--Church leaders from more than eighty European Lutheran, Reformed and 
United churches have taken the first steps to set up a. European-wide 
Protestant church structure. According to one church leader this could mean 
a "European synod" within ten years. 


The church leaders, meeting in Vienna from 5 to 10 May, agreed to strengthen 
the Leuenberg Church Fellowship, which groups these churches, to "ensure that 
the voice of the churches of the Reformation is heard more clearly than before 
on contemporary questions relevant to a Europe that is growing closer 
together". 


The Leuenberg Church Fellowship is named after the 1973 agreement between 
European Lutheran, Reformed and United churches. This agreement overcame 
doctrinal differences dating from the Reformation and allowed .full church 
fellowship between the signatory churches. 


Until now the Leuenberg Church Fellowship has concentrated on theological 
discussions to settle outstanding doctrinal differences. However, the Vienna 
assembly opened with a challenge from the French professor, political 
scientist and writer, Alfred Grosser, to respond to today’s world in the name 
of an ethic which values human beings, peace, justice, and solidarity [EPS 
94.05.05]. 


Many delegates called on the Leuenberg Church Fellowship, which is the only 
church body in Europe to group Protestant churches, to adopt a more political 
stance to allow the voice of the Reformation to be heard in debates about the 
future of Europe. 


"Protestants have no organizational framework in Europe. Existing bodies 
either belong to a particular confession or are not Protestant institutions", 
Karl-Christoph Epting, of the Evangelical Church in Baden, said, explaining 
the proposal. 


Michel Hoeffel, president of the Lutheran church in Alsace, called on 
delegates to put into practice the consensus they had reached in theological 
discussions. "Otherwise we will remain on a theological cloud", he said. 


Peter Beier, Prases (president) of the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland 
(Germany) told journalists that he hoped that the Leuenberg churches would be 
able to strengthen democratic structures in Europe and campaign for a European 
social charter. 


"Because of our conviction as Protestants we can only think of Europe in a 
federal way. Democratic structures [in Europe] must be strengthened, and the 
powers of the European Parliament vis-a-vis the Council of Ministers must he 
increased", he said. 


Beier, a newly elected member of the executive committee of the Leuenberg 
Church Fellowship, claimed that the diversity and democratic structures of 
Protestant churches could be a good example for Europe, as could protestants’ 
support for the freedom of the individual. 


Asked by EPS whether the decisions in Vienna meant the first step towards a 
European-wide Protestant church, Beier said that he did not want a European 
"sSuper-church" but rather a federal church structure. "In ten years this might 
mean a European synod, but we will have to see how things develop." 


Delegates agreed, in a paper on the future of Leuenberg, that four presidents 
should be elected by the Leuenberg executive committee to "represent the 
Leuenberg Church Fellowship to the outside world. In significant questions of 
witness and service they should present common Reformation positions in 
public." [more] 
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A number of church leaders in Vienna expressed the opinion that the Protestant 
voice is overshadowed in Europe by Roman Catholic, Orthodox and Anglican 
churches, and too disparate in ecumenical bodies such as the Conference of 
European Churches (CEC), a pan-European body which also represents Anglican, 
Orthodox and Old Catholic churches. "CEC has a completely different thematic 
[to that of the Leuenberg churches], namely its relationship to Orthodoxy", 
Beier told journalists. 


Jean Fischer, general secretary of CEC, spoke of "a more structural and 
organized relationship ... between the Conference of European Churches and the 
European churches of the Leuenberg Agreement" in a greeting to delegates in 
Vienna. 


The Vienna assembly agreed two texts on the understanding of the Reformation 
churches on baptism and communion. For the first time since the Reformation 
a common text was drawn up between Lutheran, Reformed and United churches on 
the understanding of ‘the ‘church. The reports of ‘two working groups on the 
Christian understanding of freedom were sent to Leuenberg member churches for 
study. 


Delegates in Vienna also looked at ways to extend their fellowship to include 
other European churches, such as some Scandinavian Lutheran churches, which 
participate in the Leuenberg discussions, but have not signed the Leuenberg 
Agreement. A paper to extend church fellowship between Leuenberg signatory 
churches and European Methodist churches will be sent to member churches for 
approval. 


Leuenberg has already meant progress in church union among its member 
churches. A Lutheran church and two Reformed churches in The Netherlands are 
planning to form a United Protestant Church on the basis of the Leuenberg 
Agreement. Delegates in Vienna were told that the Dutch churches have 
distributed to parishes thousands of copies of the Leuenberg Agreement. 


There were hopes among some Leuenberg churches that the Leuenberg Church 
Fellowship might be extended to include Anglican churches in Europe, 
particularly the Church of England. However, Stephen Sykes, the Bishop of Ely, 
England, who presented a paper in Vienna on Protestant-Anglican relations, 
said that "it is not possible simply to ask Anglicans to jump on board the 
Leuenberg ship". He said that the Leuenberg and Anglican churches should work 
together to "develop a relationship" and to build a new "bridge", which would 
involve "a re-examination of Anglican, Lutheran and Reformed confessional 
positions in the light of Leuenberg". 


On the proposals for a Protestant "voice" in Europe, Sykes said, in response 
to a question from EPS, that Anglicans "would prefer one voice of the 
Christian churches, Protestant, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Orthodex'*® 


A Protestant voice would be welcome "as a preliminary stage for Christians as 
a whole to speak with one voice". "Anglican churches have always had 
reservations about being described as Protestant. With our emphasis on 
relationships with the Orthodox and Roman Catholics we don’t see ourselves as 
part of a bloc") he said. 


Earlier this year, the German Evangelischer Bund (Protestant Federation), a 
church-sponsored think tank, called on the Leuenberg assembly in Vienna to 
create an "organ" for European Protestants to "speak with one voice" on 
political and religious affairs [EPS 94.03.20]. Its director, Reinhard 
Frieling, told EPS in Vienna that the assembly had been "Something of a 
disappointment". He said that delegates had spent too much time stressing 
their own confessional identity and concentrating on internal theological 
discussions. However, the decisions to look at ethical questions and to speak 
together on important contemporary issues marked "progress", he said. 


Karl-Christoph Epting said that the Vienna Assembly had made clear to him 
"just how strong confessionalism is among Protestants." [EPS] 
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Serbian Orthodox Church denies blessing military action 


GENEVA--Senior leaders of the Serbian Orthodox Church have denied that their 
church gives its blessing to military action by Serbia, according to a team 
of church representatives who visited Belgrade and Novi Sad from 10 to 13 May. 


The team consisted of George Tsetsis and Huibert van Beek, representing the 
World Council of Churches (WCC), and John Taylor and Martha Schadlin, 
representing the Conference of European Churches (CEC). 


"Bishop Irenej [of the Serbian Orthodox Church] spoke with dismay about the 
Western media portraying the Serbian Orthodox Church as pushing for the war 
and blessing the military", van Beek told EPS on his return to Geneva. 


In response to questions about Patriarch Pavle’s visit to Serbian troops in 
Gorazde, Irenej told the WCC/CEC team that Pavle had been on a purely pastoral 
sae ee 


"Irenej told us that Pavle had visited the victims of NATO bombings in Gorazde 
which had hit civilians and sanitary installations and that he would have 
loved to visit and express his sympathy to victims on the other side", the 
church representatives reported. 


Irenej told the church team that the patriarch, the bishops and priests had 
contacts with Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic, other Serbian leaders and 
soldiers, and that the Serbian Orthodox Church could not consider them as 
aggressors in the way the West did, but said that it would be unjust to 
conclude that the Church was blessing military action. In a later 
conversation, Bishop Irenej told the church team that Serbs in Bosnia should 
certainly give back territory. 


According to the report of the church team, Bishop Irenej said that countries 
like Germany, Austria and Turkey should not be involved because of their role 
in history. He was concerned about the prospects of Turkish ‘blue berets’ 
coming to Bosnia. Irenej said that the Croat-Muslim coalition imposed by the 
Americans was not conducive to peace because it could lead to combined 
military action by the Croats and Muslims and claimed that the policy of the 
United States was to please the Islamic world. 


The team had a two-hour meeting with Patriarch Pavle, who insisted on the 
complexity of the situation and the danger of being one sided. He repeated 
that guilt and suffering are on all sides. 


During their visit, the team also met members of the Humanitarian Law Fund and 
the Centre for Anti-War action, two non-governmental organizations, based in 
Belgrade. 


Natasha Kondic, the director of the Humanitarian Law Fund, said that the 
Serbian Orthodox Church was perceived by some people as nationalistic and 
mainly concerned with the Serbs. She told the church team that the Orthodox 
Church should give more attention to the rights of the minority non-Serbian 
groups, which formed a quarter of the population. "She told us that this would 
be the test of democracy", van Beek said. 


Zorica Trifunovic, of the Centre for Anti-War Action, told the team that the 
Serbian Orthodox Church had played a role in the rise of nationalism, and that 
it was being abused. Patriarch Pavle had been the first to speak publicly 
about the suffering of the people on the other side, with the result that he 
was no longer welcome to appear on television, she said. 


The last official WCC/CEC visit to Serbia took place in May 1993, when the 
general secretaries of the two organisations visited Belgrade and Novi Sad. 
[EPS] 


EPS 94.05.31 
Hungarian church defends ‘Universal’ Hungarian Synod 


GENEVA--The presiding bishop of the Hungarian Reformed Church, Lorant Hegedus, 
has sharply criticized the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC), based 
in Geneva, after a WARC committee warned that a proposed Universal Hungarian 
Reformed Synod could "promote nationalist tendencies". 


The Universal Hungarian Reformed Synod, which was originally proposed by the 
Hungarian-speaking Reformed Church in Romania, would bring together 
representatives of the Hungarian Reformed Church and churches representing 
Hungarian-speaking minorities in Romania, Slovakia and Ukraine. The Hungarian 
Reformed Church agreed to support the Universal Synod in September 1993. 


The text of a WARC resolution which criticizes the synod, and responses from 
Reformed churches in Hungary and Romania, have been published by Reformpress, 
the press service of the Hungarian Reformed Church. 


According to the WARC resolution, agreed at a meeting of its European Area 
Council in April, the synod "could be seen as an encouragement to go behind 
the realities of 1920", a reference to the Treaty of Trianon, according to 
which Hungary ceded large tracts of its territories to its neighbours. 


The WARC committee claimed that "the proposal of the UHRS springs from an 


ethnic point of view which contradicts the catholicity of the cChurvenen acc 
recommended that "as Christian faith is not to be misused for the solution of 
national-ethnic purposes ... the founding of the UHRS should be rejected for 


theological and church-political reasons." 


However, Lorant Hegedus, the HRC’s presiding bishop, has rejected this 
criticism and claimed that the synod "by no means contradicts but fits into 
the universality of the church", in an article for a Hungarian newspaper 
reprinted by Reformpress. However, the Hungarian Reformed Church has now 
agreed to consultations on the proposed synod with its "brother churches" and 
"in knowledge of their opinions, shall re-discuss the resolution at hand", 
according to Reformpress. 


In his article, Hegedus criticized "an impersonal pseudo-universalism void and 
abstracted from family, people, nation and continent, historical era, as the 
Western free-masonic variety of the ignominiously failed Soviet 
internationalist model". 


According to Hegedus every "Social person" belongs "to a sex and has a mother 
tongue - is not Super-cosmopolitan. They are all sons and daughters of a 
country, a. continent, an era", he wrote. 


Hegedus claimed that "we have to accept our individual, family, national 
endowments in the name of Christian, personal universality, as Jesus did with 
the Old .Testament." 


Hegedus rejected claims by the World Alliance of Reformed Churches that "the 
UHRS is structured too much along legal lines". "The UHRS is an organization 
built up along spiritual lines", Hegedus wrote. 


He criticized Western theologians for supporting the struggles of churches in 
Africa and Asia against "Americanizing and Europeanizing their own ethnic- 
national-continental Christianity" but not giving the same support to churches 
in Central Europe. There is no trace of nationalism in the Hungarian Reformed 
Church, he claimed, "only religious and universal ecumenism Ti cCoLrt ee. 


Meanwhile, the Hungarian-speaking Reformed Church in Romania has claimed that 
the WARC statement results from "information originating from false and 
uncontrollable sources". A statement adopted by its synod on 19 April, also 
reproduced by Reformpress, described the proposals fora Universal Hungarian 
Reformed Synod as a milestone "not only in ecumenic endeavours but also on the 
road leading to a Universal Church". : 


According to the Reformed Church in Romania, the inspiration for the Universal 
Hungarian Reformed Synod goes back to the sixteenth century, when Reformed 
Hungarians lived under different political jurisdictions: "At that time, the 
Synod made decisions which were valid in every church district and this was 
not prevented by political obstacles. We are surprised that today the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches raises objections to it." The Romanian statement 
pointed to the Romanian Orthodox Church as an example of a church whose 
jurisdiction extends over political boundaries. [EPS] 
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‘Historic moment’ tinged with sadness, as Carey ordains women 


By Robert Nowell 

LONDON--The Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, demonstrated his own 
support for women priests in the Church of England, when he ordained 22 women 
to the priesthood in Canterbury Cathedral on 8 May. It is the first time that 


Carey himself has presided at such a ceremony since the Church of England 
agreed to ordain women. 


Describing the ordination as a "historic moment" and in his view a’ good 
moment, Carey said it was nevertheless tinged with sadness. "None of us wants 
this service to be the cause of dissension and division in the body of Christ, 
but for some it is", he said. "No woman I know seeking ordination desires to 
be a focus of disunity; yet, against her will, she finds she is." 


He told the 22 women being ordained priests that there was a dimension of 
their priesthood which still had to be worked through. "In the Church of 
England at the moment and in the Church world-wide there is a period of 
‘reception’ for the growing ministry of women", said Carey. 


"We should not jump to the conclusion that your ordination is in some sense 
incomplete. It is not. But not everyone has received it. The whole Church - 
including yourselves - has to live with the sadness of this, and the inward 
hurt that not everyone, even in your own church, is able to accept you in 
their hearts and minds as a ‘real’ priest ona par with men, although your 
legal and canonical status will be beyond dispute," he said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.33 
Aboriginal Anglicans want self-governing church in Canada 


WINNIPEG--A group of Aboriginal Anglicans has agreed to work towards the 
creation of "a new self-determining community within the Anglican Church of 
Canada". 


The decision arises from an advisory consultation of 20 Aboriginal Anglican 
leaders including members of the church’s Council for Native Ministries and 
Aboriginal members of other national committees. A statement presented to the 
church’s national executive council, called on the Anglican church "to 
covenant with us, the indigenous Anglicans of Canada, in our vision of a new 
and enriched journey". 


"We felt the presence of the Holy Spirit all through the gathering. Every day 
we shared traditional [aboriginal religious] teachings, scripture readings, 
the eucharist and biblical reflection", Donna Bomberry, chair of the Council 
for Native Ministries said. 


"We feel like new missionaries", said Arthur Anderson, an Aboriginal member 
of the national executive council. "We are bringing a proposal to our church 
for a new spiritual relationship between ourselves and non-native Anglicans." 


According to Michael Peers, the church’s Primate, the church began a 
fundamental review of its relationship with native people 25 years ago. 
"Since that time, we’ve worked at ways to increase our sensitivity to the 
needs and hopes of Aboriginal people. The dialogue that will be created by 
this initiative is a further step along that road", he said. 


The initiative comes at a time when the church is examining all of its 
structures and priorities. The National Executive Council has welcomed the 
Aboriginal initiative and pledged its "prayerful support and dialogue" 
throughout the process of developing a new relationship. 


Aboriginal people are estimated to make up about four per cent of Canadian 
Anglicans. There are approximately 210 Aboriginal congregations, 70 Aboriginal 
clergy, and two "suffragan" (assistant) bishops. [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.34 
‘Let us forget the past’, Mandela tells South African Christians 


JOHANNESBURG--"The day we had been fighting for, the day we were working for, 
has arrived", Nelson Mandela told a 15 000-strong religious service in 
Johannesburg on 8 May, the eve of his election by Parliament as South Africa’s 
first black president. The .service, broadcast live on television, was 
organized by the South African Council of Churches (SACC) . 


"Nothing we can say can fully describe the misery of our people", he told the 
crowd in a football stadium. He called for reconciliation between people of 
all races in South Africa. "We are saying let us forget the past. Let us hold 
hands, as we have done here", he said. 


Desmond Tutu, the Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, told the crowd: "We are 
free,’ all “of ‘us,’ black’ and ‘white’ together. We ‘are’ free." 


Archbishop Aram Keshishian, the moderator of the central committee of the 
World Council of Churches, who also addressed the rally, reaffirmed the 
support of the WCC to the SACC to build a new South Africa. 


Keshishian described the day as a historic turning point in the lives of South 
African people. "The cross is not only a sign of suffering and death, but also 
a sign of hope and victory, life and resurrection. Today is a day of 
resurrection", he said. 


Addressing Mandela, Keshishian said: "You identified yourself with the 
suffering of your people and became for many a sign of hope, now you are 
called by God and by all people of South Africa to become a concrete 
expression of national unity." 


Keshishian, together with Mercy Oduyoye, WCC deputy general secretary, 
attended Mandela’s inauguration as president in Pretoria on 10 May. Other 
church representatives at the inauguration included George Carey, Archbishop 
of Canterbury. A statement from Carey’s office described the inauguration as 
"a climax to a long struggle for freedom and justice in South Africa in which 
the Church has played a leading role". 


Meanwhile in LONDON, Carey, with other Christian leaders, launched the Living 
South Africa Memorial Fund, an educational fund aiming to honour the dead and 
improve life for the living by raising £500 000 to improve education standards 
and build a more prosperous South Africa after the elections. 


"The South Africans are a vibrant and joyful people. They are not asking for 
our charity but our assistance, so that their children can have a place in 
building the new South Africa", he said in a joint statement with Basil Hume, 
Roman Catholic Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster, and leaders of Britain’s 
Free Churches. [EPS] 
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Support community health programmes, churches tell governments 


GENEVA--Governments must support greater involvement by individuals and 
communities in planning and implementing health care, an official of the World 
Council of Churches told members of the World Health Assembly in May. 


Margareta Skéld, of Churches’ Action for Health, a WCC programme, said that 
this should include "popular action for social change" where disadvantaged 
people challenged the "unjust structures which perpetuate ill-health" and 
"make demands on local and national authorities to address the health needs 
of the people". 


Sk6ld was speaking as part of a joint initiative with other non-governmental 
organizations at technical discussions during the World Health Assembly, the 
supreme governing body of the World Health Organization. The technical 
discussions, held every two years, provide a forum for discussions between 
governments and non-governmental organizations, during the Assembly. 


Skéld said that existing community health programmes were often "dominated by 
health professionals using a top-down approach". "There is often little room 
for the community’s own ideas, knowledge, skills, experience and opinions", 
she told participants in the technical discussions. She said that the 
community itself had to be in the forefront, "analysing problems, seeking 
solutions and then taking the required individual and collective action". [EPS] 
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Biblical cure urged for ‘spiritual anorexia’ 


DALFSEN, The Netherlands--Christians in the West are suffering from "spiritual 
anorexia - an unwillingness or inability to open the Bible" while the 
developing world is suffering from spiritual hunger because the Bible is often 
unavailable, according to Fergus Macdonald, a leading figure in Bible 
distribution. 


Macdonald, who is general secretary of the National Bible Society of Scotland, 
was speaking at an international consultation, "Living Word for a Dying 
World", held in Dalfsen from 20 to 25 April by the Forum of Bible Agencies, 
which includes some of the world’s most prominent Bible translation and 
distribution groups. 


More than 200 delegates from almost 60 countries attended, with many 
expressing deep concern about Bible illiteracy in both developed and 
developing countries. 


One of the most serious concerns raised at the gathering was the contrast 
between the "high value" placed by Christians on the Bible and small resources 
given to sharing the Bible with others. 


Another concern raised by delegates was "sinful competition [between Bible 
agencies]... and ... culturally insensitive use of resources". 


The consultation was told that in one survey of developed countries, only five 
per cent of Christians said they read the Bible several times a week. In 
Africa the Scriptures are available in only a third of the 1900 languages. 


On a global level, while at least part of the Bible is available in 2062 
languages, the Scriptures are not available in about 4000 languages. 


The United Bible Societies told the meeting that if every literate Christian 
in the world was to have a copy of the New Testament by the year 2000, then 
220 million bibles would need to be distributed every year. But in 1993 that 
figure fell short of this by a third. 


Speaking of contemporary culture and the need for more emphasis on the Bible, 
Michael Green, a special adviser of the Archbishop of Canterbury, George 
Carey, told the consultation: "A new dark age is coming to Europe. Barbarians 
are not at the gates. They are already inside the city, in the media, in 
education, in government." 


On the needs for new methods to communicate the Bible message, delegates from 
the developing world said that their societies, even if literate, were not 
always accustomed to the printed word, so oral story-telling, drama and art 
were vital means of communication. 


A "commitment" drawn up by a group of delegates and read at the end of the 
consultation noted that "the Bible has become marginalized in the life of many 
of our churches". The delegates said that "interpretation of Scripture has 
often been distorted by our cultural prejudices". 


The "commitment" resolved "to recover for the Bible a central place in our 
homes and pulpits, in our evangelism and discipleship". 


Macdonald, who was also director of the consultation, said after the event: 
"People are going away enthusiastic for the Word of God as the answer for the 
dying world. They are strategic leaders who will touch many sections of the 
church." [EPS] 
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Uniting Church in Australia agrees rules on ’sexual abuse’ claims 


SYDNEY--Procedures for use when complaints of sexual abuse are made against 
Ministers have been approved by the national assembly standing committee of 
the Uniting Church in Australia, writes Stephen Webb. When accompanying 
regulations are adopted by the Uniting Church’s Seventh Assembly in July the 
procedures will streamline the process of hearing complaints against ministers 
so that resolutions can be achieved swiftly and decisively. The process will 
involve fewer committees and ensure that people hearing complaints have more 
background in sexual abuse issues. [EPS] 
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European church leaders denounce racism as ‘sin’ 


GENEVA--More than fifty church leaders from twenty European countries have 
called on Christians, and peoples of other faiths, in a joint statement 
published on 18 May, to work to eradicate racism from "ourselves, our 
churches, and our continent" in the spheres of housing, health, employment, 
immigration and refugee policy. 


In their statement, an initiative of George Carey, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the church leaders denounced racism as "sin" and declared their 
solidarity with those threatened or molested, "in the name of Christ who 
himself became human". 


In England, to coincide with the launch of the statement, George Carey, Basil 
Hume, the Roman Catholic Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster, and Brian Beck, 
President of the Methodist Conference, launched an Education Pack on Racial 
Violence, and visited Asian community leaders in the East End of London. 


The national synod of the Reformed Church of France gave overwhelming support 
to the statement in its meeting in Montpellier, 13 to 15 May. 


In Germany, Klaus Engelhardt, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD) met Muslim leaders in Mannheim. 


In Belgium church leaders visited a Moroccan community in Mechelen while Dutch 
church leaders visited asylum seekers at Beekbergen. John Vikstrom, archbishop 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Finland met Muslim and Jewish 
representatives. ? 


"As Church leaders, we view with the very gravest concern the rise of Racism, 
Xenophobia and anti-Semitism in all European countries. We are troubled about 
the unequal treatment given to those of different social or ethnic origin. 


"We are especially disturbed, indeed outraged, by the growth of harassment and 
violence directed against such people. Every attack of this kind is an attack 
on one who is made in the image of God", the leaders said in the statement. 


The church leaders described as a "rich heritage" the variety of cultural and 
religious traditions in Europe. 


"We reject any suggestion of superiority or movement towards exclusiveness 
which would deprive others of a place in the new Europe, whether they have 
been here for some time, have a human right to enter or have sought safety 
from persecution or conflict", they said. 


The statement also received support from the Conference of European Churches 
(CEC), the World Council of Churches Programme to Combat Racism, and the 
Churches Commission for Migrants in Europe (CCME), who published a booklet, 
with the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland, on Combating Racism in 
Europe. The Roman Catholic European Council of Bishops’ Conferences (CCEE), 
the European Evangelical Alliance and Cardinal Etchegary of the Pontifical 
Commission for Justice and Peace have also sent messages of support. [EPS] 
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Roman Catholic nuns demand better conditions 


GENEVA--The Vatican should give Roman Catholic nuns better conditions and more 
senior posts in the Curia, the Vatican administration, according to a survey 
of 425 heads of women’s religious orders. According to the survey, published 
in May by the International Union of Superiors General, nuns feel that the 
Roman Catholic Church is insensitive to their talents and are critical of 
"exclusive" language in the liturgy. However, the ordination of women as 
priests was considered "unhealthy militant feminism". [EPS] 


EPS 94.05.40 
Korean Christian Council elects new general secretary 


SEOUL--Kim Tong-Wan has been elected the new general secretary of the National 
Christian Council of Korea (NCCK). For the last five years he has been pastor 
of the Hyung-Jae Methodist Church in Seoul. Previously he was involved in 
promoting workers’ movement and human rights activities in Korea as an NCCK 
executive secretary. [EPS] 
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Ecutext: General assembly statement of the Leuenberg churches 


The following is a letter to the signatory churches of the Leuenberg 
Agreement, adopted on 10 May 1994 at their general assembly in Vienna. The 
original is in German. The translation into English is the responsibility of 
EPS. 


As representatives of the churches of the Leuenberg Fellowship in Europe and 
Latin America, we met in Vienna from 3-10 May 1994 for the Fourth General 
Assembly. We thank the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg and Helvetic 
Confession for its welcome. 


"Growing fellowship in witness and service" was the themes:for our 
deliberations, worship and meetings. 


Our fellowship has grown. The challenges which confront us today have also 
grown. Therefore, the Leuenberg Fellowship is at the beginning of a new phase: 
a deepening and expansion has become necessary in a situation of far-reaching 
changes in Europe. 


The witness of freedom 


The political changes in Europe have led to a new awakening of freedom. Old 
boundaries have disappeared and new ways of life have opened up. Democratic 
participation is taking shape within new political structures. The most 
important elements of freedom in our societies include a socially-responsible 
economy; the creation and maintenance of gainful employment; the development 
of ecological responsibility; the overcoming of national self-sufficiency; the 
elimination of xenophobia and racism. We observe with concern in some churches 
national tendencies, clerical attempts to usurp control of political life and 
difficulties in coming to terms with their own past history. 


Freedom is a noble thing which has to be safeguarded. For this reason, the 
Leuenberg Fellowship has been studying the theme of Christian freedom. It has 
tried to relate the freedom that was newly discovered in the Gospel at the 
time of the Reformation to the contemporary Situation. We find in the Gospel 
the insight that life is grace and freedom is a gift, to be received and 
shared. Freedom has always to be used in the service of liberation. It cannot 
co-exist when others lack freedom. This principle is true for every area of 
life. 


Because of this insight, therefore, the task of the churches is to develop 
ethical principles for their contribution to society, and to take part in the 
development of an economic order which takes account of contemporary economic 
and ecological realities. The limits of our civilization, built as it is on 
growth, production and consumerism, are so obvious that a new direction is 
needed. 


Freedom asserts itself by resisting the kind of development which creates 
Oppression and destruction. In view of the lack of freedom which the illusion 
of limitless production fosters, "asceticism" or self-discipline in exercising 
freedom is needed: returning to the essential which focuses on the quality of 
life, responsibility for social justice, and constantly renewed respect for 
creation and its rights. The studies submitted to us on Christian freedom 
have shown that the biblical commandments on the "sabbath" and the "jubilee 
year" (Leviticus 25) point us in this direction. The important change -to 
give shape to this "asceticism" as individuals, congregations and churches. 


Growing fellowship 


Since the general assembly in Strasbourg in 1987 more churches have signed the 
Leuenberg Agreement. Through further work on theological questions which are 
laid down as tasks in the Agreement, we have achieved new levels of agreement. 
Our church fellowship has thus grown and deepened at the same time. So too has 
our hope that in this way we can "promote the ecumenical fellowship of all 
Christian churches" (Leuenberg Agreement 46) . 


There are high expectations that together the churches of the Reformation can 
Carry out the task of witness and service to the greatest possible extent. We 
encourage them to take the initiative to journey together and to exchange 
ideas and experiences with each other. The Leuenberg Church Fellowship becomes 
more intensive the more it achieves a common witness and service. [more] 


ecutext/2 
Therefore we propose: 


= the participating churches examine, at local and national level, the 
steps they can take to act together, “ 


= that cross-border regional associations (such as the conferences of 
churches on the Danube or on the Rhine) be formed and extended, and at 
the same time existing partnerships at congregational levels be 
developed. 


= that the co-operation at European level of church associations and 
boards in the fields of mission, service and social responsibility be 
strengthened. 


It is also time for the Leuenberg Church Fellowship to give itself a more 
visible shape than hitherto. The Executive Committee should ensure that the 
voice of the churches of the Reformation is heard more clearly than before on 
contemporary questions relevant to a Europe that is growing closer together. 


Further work 


The churches that participate in the Leuenberg Agreement see themselves as 
part of the ecumenical community. Therefore we must continue our conversations 
with other Lutheran and Reformed churches which have not yet signed the 
Leuenberg Agreement. The general assembly presents you with a joint 
declaration of church fellowship with the Methodist churches which will 
establish church fellowship once this has been mutually agreed. . 


Contacts with Anglican churches have increased significantly in recent years. 
We welcome the consultation planned for the autumn of 1995 which will examine 
possible steps towards church fellowship. 


Growing agreement on essential questions of our faith is shown by the results 
of long-term joint work. The general assembly offers texts on the 
understanding and practice of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, in which the 
consensus identified in the Leuenberg Agreement is deepened and made relevant 
to the contemporary situation. For the first time since the Reformation a 
common text has been drawn up on the Protestant understanding of the church. 


The general assembly requests you to adopt these conclusions. 


We are distributing the results of the discussions of two working groups on 
"the Christian understanding of freedom" with the request to use them in 
congregations and to inform the executive committee of the results. 


The general assembly agreed that in the pursuit of deeper fellowship in 
witness and service the following projects should be undertaken: 


- Law and Gospel, especially in relation to decision-making on ethical 
questions. In this connection the two studies on the "Christian Witness 
on Freedom" should be taken into account. 


~ Church, State and Nation; this theme is also important aS a 
contribution to the Second European Ecumenical Assembly in 1997. 


- Church and Israel. 


We commend the following text for the coming years: "accept one another as 
Christ accepted us, to the glory of God" (Romans 15,7). Increased fellowship 
between the churches of the Reformation is the pre-requisite for the witness 
that is required today; we understand it at the same time as a service to the 
fellowship of all Christians and all churches. [EPS] 
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Pope’s ‘no’ to women priests divides Roman Catholics 


GENEVA--Pope John Paul II’s statement declaring that the church has no power 
to ordain women priests has provoked concern in protestant churches which 
ordain women ministers and division among Roman. Catholics. 


In an apostolic letter released on 30 May under the title "On reserving 
priestly ordination to men alone", the Pope said: "I declare that the church 
has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that 
this judgement is to be definitively held by all the church’s faithful". 


The letter is seen in some circles as harmful to ecumenical relations, while 
some Roman Catholic academics and women’s organizations have expressed deep 
reservations about the Pope’s views. 


In BELGIUM, a leading academic in the sociology of religion, Karel Dobbelaere 
of the Catholic University of Leuven, has announced that he will leave the 
Roman Catholic Church to become an Anglican, following the Pope’s letter. 


"I have often found myself in disagreement with Rome, but this time it’s too 
much", Dobbelaere told the Flemish newspaper, De Standaard. 


"For several years, the Pope has been trying to lay the blame on others. When 
the Church of England decided to ordain women priests, Rome said that the 
Church of England had excluded itself from communion. But who has the right 
to say that? Are other Christians always at fault?" Dobbelaere asked. 


The Pope’s letter referred specifically to the churches of the Anglican 
Communion. The Church of England has ordained 600 women as priests since March 
this year, while several other Anglican churches have been ordaining women for 
several years. 


The Pope’s comments prompted the Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, to 
make sharp criticisms of the Vatican’s stance, writes Robert Nowell in LONDON. 


"The arguments it [the letter] advances have been fully considered during 
discussion within the Church of England and within other Christian churches, 
and were not found to be convincing," said Carey. 


Quoting the letter’s assertion that "the church has no authority whatsoever 
to confer priestly ordination on women", Carey commented: "This appears to 
deny the church’s continuing responsibility to discern the mind of Christ in 
relation to matters of faith, doctrine and order." 


Carey also suggests that the letter seems to call into question continuing 
dialogue between the Anglican Communion and the Roman Catholic Church on 
matters which had previously divided them. "Some clarification is required of 
the Roman Catholic Church as to how it sees the future of the ecumenical 
endeavour," he said, adding that the Anglican communion remained "fully 
committed" to dialogue with Rome and other churches on matters on which they 
continued to differ. 


In GENEVA Gunnar Staalsett, general secretary of the Lutheran World 
Federation, expressed surprise at the tone, but not at the content of the 
Pope’ s: letter. 


"We sympathize with the pain this apostolic letter is causing in the Catholic 
Church," Staalsett said. "Moreover, together with the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, we wonder whether it will undermine the ecumenical dialogue by its 
rigid claim regarding truth and by what seems to be an attempt to remove the 
question of ordaining women as priests from the ecumenical agenda." 


In PARIS Hervé Legrand, a priest and professor at the Institut Catholique de 
Paris, said that the Pope’s letter would have grave consequences for dialogue 
with other churches. Legrand told the daily newspaper La Croix that serious 
tension with protestant and Anglican churches might follow. 


In BONN, Rita Waschbusch, the president of the central committee of German 
Catholics, a leading body for lay representation, also expressed surprise at 
the Pope’s letter. According to the Agence de presse internationale catholique 
(APIC) Waschblsch said that the subject could not be closed by the Pope’s 
letter. [more] 


pope/2 


In LUCERNE, Switzerland, Rosy Bléchiger-Scherer, president of the Swiss League 
of Catholic Women, said that the Pope’s letter was a form of discrimination 
against women. She feared young women would leave the Roman Catholic Church. 


Like other Catholic organizations, she told APIC, the league was seeking its 
own path, paying less attention to Vatican teaching. 


"We do. not. believe that .the path of the’ future is that of the official 
church," she said, adding that while some women would applaud the Pope’s 
letter, they were in the minority. [EPS] 
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‘Re-imagining’ controversy grips church as official resigns 


LOUISVILLE, Kentucky--Conflict has erupted within the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) following an announcement that a leading official is to leave her post 
after criticism of the controversial "Re-imagining" conference. 


The conference, which took place in Minneapolis last year, has been criticized 
for promoting "goddess worship" after conference presentations and liturgy 
related to Sophia (wisdom). Many women present have criticized opponents for 
emphasizing only the more extreme elements of the gathering. 


In a statement published on 19 May, James Brown, executive director of the 
Presbyterian general assembly council, and Mary Ann Lundy, associate director 
of churchwide planning for the denomination, announced that Lundy would leave 
her position on 1 July. According to the statement, "circumstances have made 
her goal of effective service to the church unattainable". 


The announcement came three weeks after Brown publicly backed Lundy in a 
statement to the general assembly council’s executive committee. 


There was no direct link in the official statement to the Re-imagining 
conference, but Presbyterian News Service quoted Brown as saying: "Clearly, 
the role of churchwide planning has been impacted by controversies within the 
ehurchi. | 


A leading critic of the Re-imagining conference has called for all 
denomination staff to be "placed under scrutiny", while some Presbyterian 
staff are wearing tiny bells on green ribbons as part of a quiet, but not 
silent, protest to show support for Lundy and concern for the future of the 
church. 


In a letter to staff, Brown wrote that the Presbyterian church was "divided 
in ways that would have been hard to imagine at last year’s general assembly". 


For months, some Presbyterians have called for Lundy’s removal because of her 
role in the controversial conference. Parker Williamson, executive editor of 
the Presbyterian Layman, who led the call for Lundy’s dismissal, described her 
departure as "possibly a strategy for diminishing the pressure". Pressure has 
increased on the denomination after financial contributions were withheld in 
protest at the conference. [EPS 94.04.42] 


Williamson said every member of the staff needed to be "placed under 
scrutiny" 


Eunice Poethig, director of the division of congregational ministries, 
warned: "The issue is whether we’re going to continually break up in 
Bosnian-type conflict or whether we are going to find peaceful and legitimate 
ways of dealing with each other. 


"This is not a time for us to use our differences to divide us ... It is time 
to recognize we are all at peril of disintegration and hostility - from which 
no good can come," Presbyterian Church News reported her as saying. 


Members of the national staff have drafted a statement for distribution to the 
general assembly council and GA commissioners, urging the assembly to "bring 
to accountability" groups who disrupt the church’s mission and who "appear to 
disregard the equal place of women, racial, ethnic persons and other 
marginalized people from the ongoing work and life of the church". [EPS] 
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Escape from Rwanda’s whirlpool of death 


By Paul Gillingham 

NGARA, Tanzania--The main road from Rwanda into Tanzania runs uphill from the 
official border-crossing point at Rusumu Bridge past’ the largest refugee camp 
in the world at Benaco. For the 270 000 Rwandan refugees now in the camp the 
20-kilometre walk was the last long haul to safety after escaping the carnage 
in their country. 


They are still streaming in, but at a reduced rate. A month ago 200 000 were 
said to have crossed the bridge in a single day for the final uphill trudge 
to Benaco. But now the bridge is under the control of the Tutsi-dominated 
Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), so the refugees, most of them Hutu, cross the 
Kagera river by boat at 100 crossing points. 


They join the tarmac road to Benaco from tracks in the bush away from the 
bridge. The new arrivals - 1000 a day - are marked out by the bedding they 
carry on their heads, and the exhaustion and trauma in their eyes. 


The bridge itself is deserted. On the Rwandan side, beside the blue-roofed 
customs house with its well-tended garden, two RPF soldiers smoke and chat. 


Here on the Tanzanian side three soldiers shelter from the sun inside the 
wreckage of a Rwandan-registered car, their legs sprawled across the gutted 
dashboard, machine guns slung across their shoulders. 


Otherwise, the scene is almost idyllic. A flock of birds, dazzling white 
against the lush green vegetation of the gorge, soar above the river as it 
plunges over the Rusumu Falls, throwing up fine spray and a miniature rainbow. 


Then the horror. More than 30 metres below, half hidden by the rainbow and 
overhanging vegetation, half a dozen bodies are trapped in a whirlpool, 
swirling around in a macabre aquatic dance. One is unmistakably that of a 
young woman and two are children, but they are headless, bloated and white, 
having lost all skin pigmentation after more than a week in the water. 


Nobody is certain how and why the bodies came to be in the Kagera River. Many 
were, no doubt, thrown in after death at the hands of government or rebel 
forces - the Kagera River flows through the Rwandan capital Kigali. Others 
may have drowned while trying to cross the river in makeshift boats. It has 
even been suggested that unscrupulous ferry operators tipped people overboard 
if they failed to pay their exorbitant fees. 


The major aid organizations active in Benaco Camp seem reluctant to take on 
the task of removing the bodies from the river. Only two have expressed 
interest - the Irish agency Concern, and the Tanganyika Christian Refugee 
Service (TCRS), an agency of the Lutheran World Federation and World Council 
of Churches. 


Leo Norholt, the TCRS coordinator at Benaco, is currently in discussion urging 
the local district commissioner and the UNHCR (United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees), which coordinates the international programme 
here, to take on the role. He agrees that it will be a difficult operation. 
The bodies caught below the falls are inaccessible from the shore, and can be 
reached only by a shallow-draught power boat. 


Watch towers, with searchlights, will have to be built and nets stretched 
across the river to catch the corpses as they flow past. Then there is the 
danger of RPF gunfire from the Rwandan shore. 


In a separate operation, further downstream inside Uganda, Concern and the 
Lutheran World Federation, together with World Vision, have already begun 
Clearing bodies from the river close to where it enters Lake Victoria. 
Reports state that 25 000 bodies are floating in the lake. As it is the 
principal source of the River Nile, there are fears that Sudan and Egypt could 
be affected by contaminated water. 


The Ugandan experience has shown that the grisly task of removing the bodies 
has taken its toll on the rescuers. Even with protective clothing and face 
masks, they can only do the job for three days, so sickening is the task. 


Norholt said the job had to be done for reasons of morality as much as 
hygiene. "These anonymous victims of war are human beings", he said. "The 
least we can do is give them a decent burial." [EPS] 


EPS 94.06.04 
Fears grow that Rwanda carnage could engulf Burundi 


By Paul Gillingham 

NGARA, Tanzania--The Lutheran World Federation, based in Geneva, has approved 
plans to allow two of its aid workers to enter Burundi and Rwanda on a fact- 
finding mission amid growing fears that the civil war in Rwanda could spill 
over into Burundi. 


It is believed that 300 000 Rwandan Hutus fleeing from the Tutsi-dominated 
Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) are about to cross into Burundi on their way to 
Tanzania. 


Observers believe this could be the trigger that plunges Burundi - with severe 
economic problems and a volatile relationship between its own Hutu and Tutsi 
populations - into civil war. 


The aid workers, awaiting visas, plan to enter Burundi early in June to meet 
aid agencies and church representatives in the capital, Bujumbura, and then 
travel across the border into south-western Rwanda. 


The LWF aid workers recognize that they are taking risks in travelling into 
both countries, but believe that only by seeing the situation for themselves 
and talking to people close to the action can they realistically assess local 
needs for shelter, food and water. 


While recognizing the value of the massive aid programme already directed at 
Rwandan refugees in Tanzania, the LWF believes it is important to give a 
signal: to Rwandans and Burundians still in their own country that the world 
cares about them. [EPS] 


(Paul Gillingham is in Tanzania as Media Liaison Officer for Church World 
Action - Rwanda, joint project of the World Council of Churches and the 
Lutheran World Federation. He may be contacted directly on 871 6823 80052) 


EPS 94.06.05 
International church bodies launch urgent Rwanda aid appeal 


GENEVA--The World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF) have launched a multi-million dollar appeal for Rwanda. 


In a letter sent to ecumenical partners around the world, the WCC and LWF said 
US$ 8 990 000 was needed to pay for work within Rwanda and neighbouring 
countries. WCC and LWF are working under the combined title Church World 
Action to coordinate their response to the Rwanda emergency. 


Of the almost $9 million needed, just over $8 million is for humanitarian 
assistance to the hundreds of thousands of Rwandan refugees who have fled the 
violence. 


A sum of $500 000 is needed for crisis support to provide trauma counselling 
for refugees in deep shock. 


Similarly, $300 000 is earmarked for a Peace and Reconciliation Programme 
coordinated by Rwandan church leaders to encourage and enable the churches to 
play a significant peacemaking role, and to help Rwanda move to a culture of 
tolerance and peace. 


Finally, $100 000 will be used to make sure effective communication takes 
place within the ecumenical network and that action taken by the Rwandan and 
other peoples is widely reported once the attention of the world’s press is 
focused elsewhere. 


The appeal letter was signed by Myra Blyth, executive director of the WCC Unit 
Iv - sharing and service, and by Brian Neldner, director of the LWF department 
for World Service. 


Neldner described the situation in Rwanda a "tragedy of unparalleled 
proportions". [EPS] 


EPS 94.06.06 
Alexei II calls on religious leaders to disown Bosnian conflict 


By Jonathan Luxmoore 

WARSAW--The head of the Russian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Alexei II, has 
called on leaders of all religious communities to meet in the former 
Yugoslavia, to give a "testimony" that the Yugoslav conflict has "no religious 
foundation". The patriarch made his appeal during a prayer meeting on 17 May 
at Sarajevo airport with the head of the Roman Catholic Church in Croatia, 
Cardinal Franjo Kuharic of Zagreb. Alexei added that religious leaders should 
"give an example of agreement" to politicians. 


Participants of the meeting, including Patriarch Pavle, leader of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church, and Roman Catholic Archbishop Vinko Puljic of Sarajevo, 
issued a statement describing the war as a "sin against all religions", and 
urged members of all confessions to "pray and work to accomplish peace". 
During his week-long visit to Serbia and Bosnia, Alexei also urged an end to 
UN-imposed economic sanctions, adding that he believed the two-year 
international embargo was "not bringing anyone anything good". 


Alexei’s visit followed a series of conciliatory gestures by Serbian Orthodox 
leaders. In March Pavle asked Pope John Paul II to join him in ecumenical 
prayers for peace in Sarajevo. A subsequent appeal by the Vatican’s secretary 
of state, Cardinal Angelo Sodano, for the easing of sanctions "at Serbian 
patriarchate request" was welcomed in Belgrade and Moscow. 


Before the visit, Russian Orthodox officials said Alexei would "go beyond 
confessional solidarity" by voicing equal sympathy for Catholic and Muslim 
victims of the war. However, his request for Muslim participation in the 
Sarajevo meeting was rejected by the capital’s chief imam, Mustafa Ceric, who 
ruled out an inter-faith meeting "while the Orthodox church fails to condemn 
Serbian crimes in Bosnia". 


In a statement, Ceric said at least 50 fellow imams had been murdered by Serbs 
during the conflict and hundreds of mosques destroyed. A group of 360 Muslims, 
including the Bosnian president, Alija Izetbegovic, flew to Mecca the same day 
on the first Bosnian pilgrimage since 1991. 


During his visit to Sarajevo, Alexei met Russian troops serving with UN peace- 
keeping forces, and blessed the foundation stone for a new church of St 
Alexander Nevsky, intended for local people and members of the Russian 
battalion. 


In Belgrade, as well as meeting Serbian Orthodox officials, the patriarch 
participated in a service at St Sawa’s church. He received an honorary 
doctorate from the Theology Academy, and the highest Serbian Orthodox 
decoration, the Order of St Sawa. 


At a meeting with Alexei on 16 May, Serbia’s president, Slobodan Milosevic, 
praised Alexei’s mission as a "moral, courageous and peaceful gesture", and 
a "sign of support for the Serb nation". Orthodox leaders have in the past 
publicly distanced themselves from Milosevic’s policies. Alexei also travelled 
to Sremske Karlovci and Novi Sad, before flying to Sofia for talks with 
Patriarch Maxim of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church. [EPS] 


EPS 94.06.07 
Failed attack on Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople 


GENEVA--A failed attempt by Turkish extremists to bomb the seat of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul has raised tension between the Greek and 
Turkish governments, according to the Agence de presse internationale 
catholique (APIC) in Fribourg, Switzerland. Three time-bombs were found 
during a marriage ceremony at the cathedral at Fener in Istanbul, and were 
quickly defused. An underground Turkish group has claimed responsibility. 


According to APIC, Athens has accused the Turkish government of provocation. 
However, the Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholomeos I, has not expressed any views 
on the failed attack. Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, John Arnold, president of the Conference of European Churches 
(CEC) and CEC general secretary, Jean Fischer, have written letters to the 
patriarch expressing solidarity with him and with the patriarchate’s ministry 
of peace. The letters also mentioned the need for the Turkish authorities to 
continue to give protection to the patriarchate. [EPS] 


EPS 94.06.08 
Human rights issues should not be misused, Raiser warns 


By Jeanne Becher 

HONG KONG--Concern for human rights must not be politicized to serve 
particular interests, Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches (WCC), told church leaders in Hong Kong. 


Raiser, in a meeting with Hong Kong church leaders, was responding to 
questions about WCC’s stance on alleged human rights violations in China. 


Raiser and three WCC staff members were ending a two-week visit to WCC member 
churches in China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong. 


"Human rights", he said, "are too closely linked to the concern for human 
justice to be focused on particular individual cases, and we have not done 
thatrduring our revisit sto [China s? 


The meeting, organized by the Hong Kong Christian Council, included 
representatives of protestant churches and other organizations not directly 
affiliated with the HKCC. 


Raiser told the gathering that the WCC’s long-standing commitment to human 
rights was unswerving, but that a policy review was being undertaken in 
conjunction with WCC member churches in light of developments since the last 
human rights policy statement in 1975 and in the light of questions arising 
from the 1993 World Conference on Human Rights held in Vienna. 


As a result of the debate which took place at the Vienna conference about the 
universality of human rights, the WCC suggested that churches look again at 
earlier ecumenical attempts to deepen their understanding of a theological and 
ethical basis for human rights. 


The wCcC is preparing a dossier of materials from the UN and other sources as 
background information for member churches. 


Raiser cautioned against the facile mounting of human rights campaigns by 
groups which did not have to face the consequences of their activism. 


"The WCC does not formulate policies which cannot be appropriated or defended 
by those directly concerned", he said. 


He told the group that the China Christian Council had invited the WCC to send 
an ecumenical team to China for a more extensive visit, possibly next year. 


Asked whether the WCC would support Hong Kong in a struggle for human rights 
and social justice, Raiser referred to earlier meetings with Hong Kong 
political leaders. 


In these meetings he had voiced WCC’s concern that the majority of Hong Kong’s 
population of six million was likely to suffer if no suitable agreement was 
reached between the British administration and the Chinese government. 


Beijing government officials have bypassed the Hong Kong Governor, Chris 
Patten, by setting up a preparatory working group of Hong Kong citizens to 
advise Beijing on economic and social policies after 1997. 


Referring to the relationship between "ecumenical" and "evangelical" churches, 
Konrad Raiser said that the World Council of Churches had embarked on a 
process of consultation and sharing with evangelical partners in an effort to 
increase understanding and confidence as an affirmation of the "oneness" of 
the ecumenical movement. [EPS] 


Jeanne Becher, assistant to the general secretary of the WCC, accompanied 
Konrad Raiser on his visit to northeast Asia. 


EPS 94.06.09 
WCC to promote participation by Chinese women 


By Edmund Doogue 
HONG KONG--The World Council of Churches (WCC) intends to sponsor the 
participation of 100 women - 50 of them Chinese - at Forum 95, a conference 
to discuss progress on conditions for women, to be held in Beijing in late 
August next year. 


Jeanne Becher, assistant to the general secretary of the WCC, said, after 
visiting churches and church women in China as part of a WCC delegation, that 
attendance at Forum 95 was vital for Chinese women as it would give them 
"international exposure and the chance to talk to other women with whom they 
share common concerns". 


Forum 95, which will bring together thousands of women from women’s groups 
linked to non-governmental organizations (NGOs) around the world, will be held 
from August 30 to September 8, overlapping with the fourth United Nations 
Conference on Women (September 4-15), also taking place in Beijing. 


The forum will be a curtain-raiser for the UN conference, discussing advances 
for women in UN member states around the world in the decade since 1985 when 
the third UN Conference on Women in Nairobi drew up its report, "Forward 
Looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women". 


About 20 000 women took part in the NGO forum in Nairobi in 1985 which 
preceded the second UN Conference on Women. 


As well as sending 100 women to Forum 95, the WCC, which is an NGO affiliated 
to the UN, has the possibility of contributing to the UN Conference on Women. 


Becher said that the WCC women’s desk was co-ordinating the WCC participation 
in the forum, in consultation with other wcc desks. The WCC was also planning 
five workshops at Forum 95, on refugee and migrant women, gospel and cultures, 
women and AIDS, women suffering under racism, and young women against 
violence. 


The WCC is working with the World YWCA and the World Union of Catholic Women’s 
Organizations (WUCWO) to help Chinese women set up a hospitality centre at the 
forum, where women can meditate, have tea and coffee, and meet to talk. A 
daily panel, called Church Women Respond, will be held at the hospitality 
centre, enabling Christian women to discuss and respond to issues raised at 
the forum. 


Many Chinese women are expected to take part in Forum 95. Becher said that her 
trip to China with the WCC delegation had confirmed her view that it was 
important for as many Chinese women as possible to take part. "The idea is to 
give Chinese women, including those from rural areas, the chance to interact 
with women from other countries, sharing their own experiences and providing 
insights into the condition of women in China", Becher said. 


"The other reason is that this will be a window on the world that they have 
never had before. They will be able to hear how many women from around the 
world have dealt with problems which are common to East and West. The 
patriarchal society is the common denominator, and the fact that women are 
undervalued in that society. 


"That seems to be the starting point for women in changing their roles - the 
realization that they have been created equal in the sight of God and that 
there is no justification for their being relegated to second place." 


Becher said that the "big question" about the participation of Chinese women 
in the WCC’s contingent at Forum 95 was, given that it would take place ina 
little over a year, their ability to communicate in English, which will be the 
forum’s working language. "The Beijing Christian Council is already giving 
accelerated English courses to women," Becher said. 


On the condition of women in China, Becher, who particularly focused on 
women’s issues during the China visit by the WCC delegation, said: "Without 
exception, those women I met spoke about widespread attitudes to women that 
keep them from realizing their full potential." 


Two professional women, working for a Chinese government advisory body, had 
told Becher that under communism the status of women had improved vastly. 
Laws enacted in 1950 gave women the right to divorce and own property. [more] 


women /2 


Female infanticide, polygamy and arranged marriages had been banned. Chinese 
women also received equal salaries for equal work, Becher was told. 


"But the difference in women’s status shows in subtle ways," Becher said the 
two women had told her. 


"There are few women in responsible positions in government and in the 
commercial world that is now booming. Women are numerous in traditional 
women’s professions like teaching. Generally professional women find that 
there is a level beyond which they cannot go." 


Becher said she had been told that women were not in general allowed on 
business trips overseas or to handle commercial negotiations because the 
authorities felt that women would not be able to deal with men. 


"Women also tend not to do higher studies", Becher had been told. "As wealth 
becomes more visible, some women tend to take a short cut, by taking a job 
where they can meet a rich businessman, or by going InCOmMLOSLALULIOD A. 


Becher said that she had tried to stress in her conversations in China that 
if a brake were put on the advance of women, then the whole of society would 
suffer. [EPS] 


EPS 94.06.10 
Taiwan Presbyterian leader faces gaol after newspaper sues 


By Edmund Doogue 
TAIPEI--"We didn’t murder anyone, we didn’t rob anyone", says C. S. Yang, a 
leading pastor and general secretary of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan. 


Yang faces 50 days in prison after the United Daily, one of Taipei’s biggest 
newspapers, successfully sued him and three academics who campaigned against 
the newspaper two years ago because of its political views. 


In August this year the High Court in Taipei will rule on an appeal by the 
four men against the sentences. One of the four, a professor of criminal law, 
has been sentenced to five months, while the three others have been ordered 
to serve 50 days. 


The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan (PCT) has a long history of speaking out on 
justice and human rights in a country where dissent has been strongly 
discouraged by the authorities. 


Taiwan is at present undergoing a process of democratization welcomed by the 
church. The PCT is a member of the World Council of Churches and the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


Yang told EPS that he and the three academics had started a campaign urging 
people to boycott the United Daily because of the newspaper’s strong 
opposition to the view that Taiwan should declare itself independent of the 
Chinese mainland, which claims Taiwan to be a province. 


The newspaper had often suggested that the issue of Taiwan’s independence 
could provoke an invasion by mainland China, according to Yang. 


"What they (the newspaper) said was confusing the truth", Yang said. "They 
frightened people away from seeking the declaration of Taiwan’s sovereignty." 


The group of four urged a boycott of the newspaper by both readers and 
advertisers. 


"We publicized our campaign in leaflets and in speeches and the campaign was 
quite successful", said Yang. "They lost about 80 000 circulation, and a lot 
of people didn’t advertise." 


The newspaper’s owner sued and the four were found guilty of slandering the 
newspaper, despite claims by the four that "you can’t slander a newspaper". 


But, until August at least, Yang and the three academics can only wait for the 
court’s ruling. [EPS] 


EPS 94.06.11 
Taiwan’s Presbyterians fight to end international exclusion 


By Edmund Doogue 


TAIPEI--"Taiwan, with a population of 21 million, with its economic 
achievements and its peace-loving people, should not be excluded from the 
international community," according to Cc. S. Yang, pastor and general 


secretary of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan (PCT). 


The church’s support for the campaign for Taiwanese membership of the United 
Nations as an independent country is in keeping with the PCT’s long-standing 
involvement in justice and human rights issues in Taiwan. The PCT has a long 
history of speaking out when others remain silent. 


Often the PCT has been more vocal than the Opposition. The PCT has suffered 
for its outspokenness, even seeing some of its leaders and other members 
thrown into gaol for their dissent. 


With about 200 000 members and 1160 churches in Taiwan, the PCT is relatively 
small, but is the biggest protestant denomination in Taiwan. The Roman 
Catholic Church officially has about 300 000 members, but church sources told 
EPS that only about 100 000 are regular churchgoers. 


In all, Christians represent about five per cent of Taiwan’s population of 21 
million. 


Many members of the PCT are well educated and becoming increasingly 
influential as Taiwan becomes more open and democratic. The PCT also includes 
among its members 40 per cent of Taiwan’s 300 000 aborigines who have long 
been exploited in the waves of settlement and development of Taiwan by 
foreigners. 


The PCT has often been at odds with the government, especially during the 40 
years of martial law dating from after the Second World War. The Kuomintang 
Party (KMT) which fled mainland China in the 1940s after the communist 
takeover, has ruled Taiwan ever since, initially under the leadership of 
Chiang Kai-Shek. 


For many years the KMT ruled without elections while maintaining its claim, 
under the title Republic of China, to be the rightful government of the 
mainland. National assembly members of the KMT, elected in 1948, did not face 
elections until 1991. 


Taiwan is now undergoing a gradual progression to full democracy under the 
president, Lee Teng-hui. But some Taiwanese criticize the changes as too slow. 


There have been numerous conflicts between the PCT and the ruling KMT. In the 
1970s, the government accused the PCT of "sedition" after the church called 
upon the government "to face reality and take effective measures whereby 
Taiwan may become an independent country". This would have meant the Taipei 
government relinquishing its claim to govern the whole of China. 


The PCT was also forced by the government to withdraw from the World Council 
of Churches, though the WCC simply regarded the membership as suspended and 
the church is now a full member. During that period Konrad Raiser, then on wcc 
Staff and, since 1993, general secretary of the WCC, visited Taipei to meet 
PCT officials in a restaurant, without disclosing - to Taiwanese officials - 
the nature of his visit. In the 1980s, the government tried on numerous 
occasions to stop postal delivery of the PCT’s newspaper, Taiwan Church Times. 


After a human rights rally in 1979 the government jailed 50 prominent 
Opposition leaders and activists. Six prominent PCT figures, including Kao 
Chun-Ming, then general secretary, were also jailed for harbouring Shih Ming- 
teh, a Roman Catholic dissident who is now chairman of the opposition 
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP). 


Even now, despite the new openness by the KMT, some PCT members fear the risk 
of action against them. PCT members of a non-government commission which wants 
to create an authentic Taiwanese flag and anthem - to replace the KMT party 
flag and anthem used at present as national symbols - fear that they could be 
accused of treason. [more] 
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The KMT government is campaigning for Taiwan to regain the seat it lost at the 
UN when the People’s Republic of China won membership of the UN and the 
Security Council in 1971. However, the KMT is asking for UN membership under 
the name of "the Republic of China on Taiwan", while the PCT and the DPP 
believe that the claim to represent mainland China is not realistic. 


Beijing is firmly opposed to Taiwan’s application, claiming Taiwan to be a 
province of China. 


The PCT believes that for the sake of "human rights and the dignity of human 
beings", Taiwan must be granted UN membership. According to Yang "the 
Taiwanese were always ruled by outsiders - the Dutch, the Ching dynasty, the 
Japanese, and, since the war, the KMT. They have all treated the people here 
as pawns". 


Yang points out that "it is a matter of fact that Taiwan’ is',a;de facto 
sovereign country ... The People’s Republic of China has never exercised rule 
over Taiwan, not even for a day". 


Pointing out Taiwan’s importance in international affairs, Michael Tsai, a 
professor of law, a member of the PCT and an opposition member of the National 
Assembly, said: "With more than 21 million residents now, Taiwan has a bigger 
population than Australia, or more people than Norway, Sweden and Finland 
combined. 


"With 95 per cent literacy rate, Taiwan today ranks as the 13th biggest nation 
in-terms of the world’s trading volume, holding the second largest foreign 
exchange reserve, which exceeds US$ 80 billion. Taiwan is becoming a world 
economic power, with annual per capita income of more than USS* 20. CU. 


"Taiwan is ready and willing to share her economic strength with others in 
goodwill," Tsai said. "The people of Taiwan are actively seeking admission as 
a new. member to the UN. Taiwan’s active participation in the field of 
international responsibilities would not only serve the interest of the people 
of Taiwan, of China, but also the world community as a whole." 


eKonrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, said 
during a visit to Taiwan in May that the WCC supported the right of all 
peoples to be represented at the United Nations. 


"There is no reason why any one people should be excluded", Raiser told PCT 
members in Taipei, the capital of Taiwan. "We hope that Taiwan will take its 
place at the UN." 


But, asked by PCT members in Taipei and also in Tainan, a.city, in soutneri 
Taiwan, if the WCC would support Taiwan's application to the UN as it had 
expressed support in the 1960s for the application to the UN by the People’s 
Republic of China, Raiser said that the WCC support for mainland China’s 


application "was the only time the WCC has made a special case for admission 
by a country to the UN". 


Raiser said that the seat intended for China when the UN was set up ph Wee oy, 
and its place on the Security Council by virtue of the importance of China, 
"had nothing to do with Taiwan" even though the KMT had continued to hold the 
seat after the communist victory in mainland China. 


He added: "As China was a nuclear power, all efforts by the UN to limit che 
arms race and to make headway in arms reduction would have been in vain as 
long as China was not a member, so urgent efforts were made." 


In a meeting in the Presidential Palace in Taiwan, Raiser told Lee Teng-hui 
that the WCC welcomed Taiwan’s moves "towards a truly democratic society". 


Raiser also told Lee that one of the barriers to Taiwan’s recognition in the 
international community was its "one China" policy. Taiwan, he said, might 
find that it could consolidate its standing if it did not "have to carry this 
baggage, this claim which is held for historical reasons but which has lost 
its reality in the minds of the people". 


Lee said that although he would eventually like to see the "one China" policy 
bring unification of China and Taiwan, "in the present circumstances, there 
is not one China, there are two separate entities". [EPS] 


: EPS 94.06.12 
Prospective MEPs urged to consider ‘wider Europe’ 


BOSSEY, Switzerland--The Conference of European Churches has expressed hopes 
that politicians elected to the European Parliament this month will keep in 
mind the needs and aspirations of the "wider Europe". 


CEC’s central committee, meeting at the end of May, urged all EU citizens to 
"reflect carefully" before voting in the elections on’9 to 12 June. 


"As a fellowship of churches which covers the whole of Europe, the Conference 
of European Churches asks that people should remember that decisions taken 
within the European Union have an effect throughout Europe both within and 
beyond the union," the central committee said in a statement. 


"During the lifetime of the parliament to be elected in June, the peoples of 
Austria, Finland, Norway and Sweden may decide that their countries should 
become members; negotiations for entry will certainly begin with other 
European countries; the union will need to implement, or, in some cases, 
conclude trade and other agreements with other European countries; in its 
foreign and security policy, which will affect the whole of Europe, the union 
will have to address the conflicts which exist in various parts of Europe. 


"The Conference of European Churches hopes, therefore, that those elected to 
the European Parliament will be sensitive to the needs and aspirations of this 
wider Europe as well as being concerned for the well-being of those who reside 
within the union." [EPS] 


EPS 94.06.13 
European church official hails ‘hopeful signs to the world’ 


BOSSEY, Switzerland--The "birth of a nation" in South Africa and the 
breakthrough in Palestinian-Israeli relations "are the two most hopeful signs 
being given to the world", Jean Fischer, general secretary of the Conference 
of European Churches (CEC) told the organization’s central committee meeting 
in Switzerland at the end of May. 


"Not violence and war, but negotiations and a will to settle differences and 
seek peace, are the only way," Fischer said, referring to continuing conflicts 
in Europe and the republics of the former Soviet Union. 


CEC’s central committee, which held its annual meeting at the Ecumenical 
Institute, Bossey, near Geneva from 24 to 31 May, discussed the contribution 
of CEC to the second European Ecumenical Assembly, which is to be jointly 
Organized with the Council of European (Roman) Catholic Bishops Conferences 
in 1997. Other subjects discussed were CEC priorities for the future, and the 
financial problems of the organization. 


The central committee also discussed the continuing war in former Yugoslavia, 
renewed its commitment to church efforts for peace in Armenia and Georgia, and 
accepted further churches into membership. 


In a letter to Patriarch Pavle of the Serbian Orthodox Church, the central 
committee welcomed his commitments, made with Patriarch Alexei II of the 
Russian Orthodox Church and Cardinal Kuharic of the Roman Catholic Church, to 
strive "to remove enmity" and "to build a just peace". 


The central committee appealed to churches, aid agencies and governments to 
continue to contribute generously to humanitarian needs and to long-term work 
for reconstruction and rehabilitation, with special attention to the needs of 
displaced people. 


Concerning CEC member churches in Armenia and Georgia, Fischer reported to the 
committee the efforts by CEC and the World Council of Churches (WCC) to 
influence the process towards peace and settlement of the territorial dispute 
concerning Nagorno-Karabagh. 


In a letter to religious leaders in Armenia and Azerbaijan, the’ central 
committee welcomed their "common efforts" and those of Patriarch Alexei II "in 
Supporting the process of dialogue towards peace, rightful settlement and 
towards alleviation of human suffering". [more] 
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The letter added: "We await with prayerful concern news of the planned mutual 
visits from representatives of the Armenian Apostolic Church to Baku and by 
representatives of the Muslim community in Azerbaijan to Yerevan". 


Fischer also told the central committee of the difficulties linked to Georgia 
- "because of distance, language and access to Tbilisi where war continues 
between groups and supporters of the past and actual presidents, as well as 
between people of Georgian or Abkhazian nationality". 


Four organisations were accepted into CEC membership at the central committee 
meeting - the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Ingria, the Federation of 
Evangelical Baptists in France, the Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists 
in Georgia, and the United Methodist Church in Northern Europe. 


The Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Ingria is a church with roots that go back 
centuries among Finnish settlers in the area that used to- be called 
Ingermanland and is now an area of St Petersburg, Russia. 


The Federation of Evangelical Baptist Churches in France has more than 100 
local churches covering 15 000 parishioners. 


The Union of Evangelical Christian-Baptists of Georgia was part of the Union 
of Evangelical Christian Baptists of the USSR. With the break-up of the USSR, 
Baptist unions in the former Soviet Republics and Baltic States are becoming 
independent unions. 


The United Methodist Church in Northern Europe is an autonomous conference 
within the Methodist fellowship and includes congregations in Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, Norway, Russia and the CIS, and Sweden. The Swedish United 
Methodist Church of Finland has withdrawn its CEC membership as it belongs to 
the United Methodist Church of Northern Europe. 


With these changes CEC’s total membership rises to 118. 


Although CEC’s financial situation was serious, "there is no reason to panic", 
Fischer said. The central committee agreed to approach member churches asking 
them to renew their financial commitment to the ecumenical organization. 
Member churches will be asked to contribute to a special fund to cover travel 
and other costs of CEC representatives from central and eastern Europe. 


Taking a day out from more formal business, central committee members took 
part in a seminar titled "Let us dream of Europe" at the Ecumenical Centre in 
Geneva. 


About 100 participants took part in the seminar, organized jointly by CEC and 
the Geneva Protestant Study Centre, at which invited academics presented their 
visions of the future of Europe. Speakers included Jean-Claude Favez, a 
historian at the University of Geneva, Sophie Deicha, of the St Sergius 
Institute of Orthodox Theology, Paris, and Jacques Rupnick of the Institute 
of Political Studies, Paris. Workshops discussed the crisis of values in 
Europe, the rise in nationalism and employment issues. [EPS] 
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WARC president honoured by University of Geneva 


GENEVA--The president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC), Jane 
Dempsey Douglass, was awarded an honorary doctorate for her work as a church 
historian by the University of Geneva on 3 June. 


Douglass taught at Claremont, California, from 1963, and was appointed Hazel 
Thompson McCord Professor of Historical Theology at Princeton Theological 
Seminary in 1985. She is best known for her book, Women, Freedom and Calvin. 


WARC, whose headquarters are in Geneva, links over 70 million Christians 
belonging to the Reformed tradition. Douglass, its first woman president, was 
elected in 1990. [EPS] 
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US church body takes action on ‘fraudulent’ investments 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--The US National Council of Churches (NCC) has spent US$ 150 000 in 
legal fees attempting to recover much of the $8 million it invested in dubious 
securities issued by Banka Bohemia in Prague [EPS 94.04.04], but still hopes 
to recover much of its investment. 


After a closed session of the NCC executive committee on 16 and 17 May, Gordon 
Sommers, NCC president, said that the committee had authorized NCC officers 
to spend whatever they considered justified in the effort to get the funds 
back. 


The committee also authorized Joan Brown Campbell, NCC general secretary, to 
take appropriate action regarding two NCC executives involved in investing the 
money with the: Banka Bohemia. 


General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell told EPS on 27 May that she expected NCC 
legal action and negotiation in Prague and London would produce the return of 
"a good portion" of the money. The process would take time, but she expressed 
confidence it would be completed within a year. 


Other costs, in addition to lack of current income from the $8 million, 
included a special audit of NCC finances, which Campbell said had found no 
other NCC funds at risk. 


The $8 million had come from a new fund recently put together by the various 
NCC units to provide health benefits for retired employees. 


Only $ 600 000 remained in that fund, Campbell said, enough left to provide 
cover for 163 former employees for more than two years. The health coverage 
cost $210 000 a year, she said, adding that the fund could be rebuilt if some 
Significant portion of the $8 million were returned. The NCC did not think it 
would need to make a special appeal to its member churches. Recalculation 
might show the NCC did not need a fund as big as $8 million, she said. 


On 31 December Emilio Carrillo, NCC personnel officer since 1979, placed the 
$8 million with a company buying "prime bank guarantees" of Banka Bohemia, 
which was seeking Western capital but in fact had no authority to issue 
foreign currency documents. He allegedly acted with the acquiescence of Robert 
Soong, who served for several years in the 1980s as finance officer of an NCC 
unit and returned in 1991 as chief financial officer. 


Campbell said that acceptance of Soong’s resignation had taken effect on 

1 May, and arrangements for the acceptance of Carrillo’s resignation, which 
had been delayed during his recovery from an illness, would be worked out 
within a few days. The general secretary said Carrillo and Soong had made 
unauthorized investments and used poor judgement, but that no evidence 
indicated either of them had profited personally. 


Carrillo invested the $8 million through a company the NCC had not previously 
dealt with - Libra, in Reston, Virginia. For unknown reasons Libra sent the 
money via Greenbrier Financial Services of Sanford, Florida, to Boston Private 
Bank, Campbell said. 


From there, Campbell said, it went via Citibank, which has headquarters in New 
York, to one of the companies marketing Banka Bohemia documents, a London firm 
called Keetley Investments Ltd. 


With commissions deducted, Campbell said, Keetley received $7.68 million, and 
the NCC got "prime bank guarantees", unsecured notes, promising $12 million 
at maturity - 31 December 1995. Meanwhile, Libra was to pay the NCC six per 
cent interest. 


Campbell led a delegation to Prague in March to talk to officials of the Banka 
Bohemia. She said that the bank’s founder and director general, Arnost Klesla, 
gave the delegation a written assurance that the NCC investments were among 
those recognized as valid. 


However, a spokesperson for the Czech National Bank told EPS by telephone from 
Prague that Klesla was no longer acting as director general. [EPS] 


EPS 94.06.16 
South Korea’s veteran activist honoured by US seminary 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--Kim Dae Jung, a Roman Catholic layman who has served as a key leader 
in the movement for democracy and human rights in South Korea, was honoured 
by Union Theological Seminary in New York at a service on 19 May. 


Presenting the seminary’s highest honour, the Union Medal, its president, 
Holland Hendrix, recalled Kim’s challenge to military dictatorship and 
oppression "in your many campaigns for elected office". 


"In the midst of your search for justice and peace, you embraced the Christian 
faith", Hendrix said. "This faith became the compelling source of your work 
for the liberation and empowerment of the Korean minjung - the oppressed." 


Kim is not the first Korean to be awarded the medal. Kim Okgill, president of 
Ewha University, is a previous laureate. Other people honoured by the award 
include Richard von Weizsacker, the former German president, Andrew Young, a 
US black civil rights leader, and George MacLeod, founder of the Iona 
Community in Scotland. 


In an address delivered in Korean, Kim described his faith and the support he 
had gained from it during decades of COnTLA CE: 


A narrow escape from bullets fired by North Korean communists during the 
Korean War was the first of five times he had reached "the brink of death", 
he said. The second came in a traffic accident "deliberately staged by the 
military government" during a 1971 political campaign. Two others occurred in 
connection with his 1973 abduction.from a Tokyo hotel by agents of the South 
Korean CIA. The fifth was a 1980 sentence of death by the South Korean 
government, which had charged him with sedition and pro-communist activity. 


"I was able to remain peaceful and firmly resolved in my mind to face the 
threat of death because of my resolute faith in the risen Jesus Christ and my 
belief in the existence of the living God," Kim said. 


He also recalled that he had suffered years of imprisonment and exile, and 
said that in prison he had gained help by reading works of former union 
professor Reinhold Niebuhr and other theologians. 


Lee Hee Ho, Kim’s wife, who is a Methodist, accompanied him. He noted that 
they had an "“interconfessional marriage", and said in 30 years of married life 
they "never had an inter=confessronal vConrlret™: 


Kim also spoke of the Kim Dae Jung Peace Foundation for the Asia-Pacific 
region, which he established in January. With headquarters in Seoul and a US 
office in the Washington suburb of Rockville, Maryland, it will try to promote 
peaceful reunification of Korea, democracy in Asia and world peace. 


Kim, who is also a trustee of La Roche College, a Catholic institution in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, attended a board meeting at the college during his 
19-day visit to the US. 


In an address to the National Press Club in Washington on 12 May, Kim proposed 
that the problem of North Korea's nuclear programme could be resolved through 
simultaneous agreement by North Korea to "give up its nuclear ambition and 
guarantee South Korea’s security" and by the US to "reciprocate with 
diplomatic normalization leading to economic cooperation" and moves to assure 
North Korean security. . 


Kim urged the US to respect the value of "face-saving" in dealing with Asia. 
He stressed that this strategy was needed for China and North Korea in 
particular. He said the status of North Korean leader Kim Il Sung was 
enhanced to good effect recently when President Bill Clinton asked evangelist 
Billy Graham to carry a message to him in Pyongyang. 


The US should also follow up on the North Korean leader's hint that he would 
like to visit the US, Kim said. [EPS] 
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Church mediators assist Rwanda refugees after archbishop’s murder 


GENEVA--An international church body has launched a programme to _ send 
community mediators into the refugee camps surrounding Rwanda, and eventually 
into Rwanda itself, to help restore the confidence of refugees and to deter 
human rights violations. 


The programme was announced on 13 June by Church World Action - Rwanda, a 
joint project of the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF). It will place teams of people experienced in African 


community work and violent conflict situations in refugee camps. The programme 
organizers hope that as the situation permits these teams will move into 
Rwanda itself, accompanying returning refugees as well as people internally 
displaced as they return to their homes. 


The proposals come amid continuing reports of slaughter and massacres in 
Rwanda, including the murder of the Roman Catholic archbishop of Kigali and 
12 other clerics by rebel soldiers, and criticism of the role of the churches 
inside Rwanda itself. 


Frank Mugambage, political director of the rebel Rwanda Patriotic Front (RPF), 
speaking on RPF radio monitored in London on 9 June by the BBC, said that the 
Roman Catholic clerics were killed by "misguided soldiers of our [the RPF’s] 
army". As well as Vincent Nsengiyumva, archbishop of Kigali, two other bishops 
were killed: Thadee Nsengiyumva, bishop of Kabgayi and president of the 
Rwandan Bishops’ Conference, and Joseph Ruzindana, bishop of Byumba. 


The carnage in Rwanda began after the country’s president, Juvenal 
Habyarimana, was killed in a plane crash on 6 April in unexplained 
circumstances. Pro-government militia began to massacre opponents of the 
murdered president, most of them belonging to the minority Tutsi group but 
also Hutus considered disloyal to Habyarimana and his political machine. 


Until now it has largely been pro-government militia, rather than the RPF 
rebel movement, who have been blamed for the massacres of civilians in Rwanda. 


According to the Agence de presse internationale catholique (APIC), the 
archbishop of Kigali was close to Juvenal Habyarimana, and a member until 1990 
of the central committee of Habyarimana’s party, the MNRD (the National 
Revolutionary Movement for Development). The bishop of Kabgayi, however, who 
was no relation to the archbishop despite the same surname, had been critical 
of the Roman Catholic Church’s links with Habyarimana’s regime since 1991. 


The predominantly Tutsi RPF launched a military offensive after the plane 
crash, and now claims to control huge swathes of the country, including most 
of eastern and central Rwanda. The population of 300 000 still living in the 
area are being held in special camps "for their own safety". Thousands of 
Hutus, fearing reprisals by the RPF, have fled to neighbouring countries in 
the face of the rebel advance. 


Mugambage said that four "renegade" soldiers charged with protecting the 
clerics had stormed into the house where they were staying and opened fire. 
The rebel soldiers blamed the clerics for the massacre of their relatives, he 
said. The RPF has been critical of the role of the Roman Catholic Church. 


Some outside observers have found this criticism puzzling, given that many of 
the massacres have taken place inside churches. News of the deaths of the 
Roman Catholic leaders coincided with a separate report that nine priests and 
63 civilians had been massacred in a government-held area of Kigali. 


However, on 6 June the RPF’s head of humanitarian aid, Christine Umutoni, told 
Johan Balslev, an LWF aid official, during a visit by Balslev to rebel- 
controlled Rwanda that Rwandans were a very religious people, but their faith 
in the church had been undermined by recent events. A number of massacres in 
the civil war had occurred in churches and people believed that priests had 
sometimes colluded with the killers, Umutoni said. 


Three days after the plane crash which killed Habyarimana, the Roman Catholic 
bishops of Rwanda published a statement which promised their support to an 
interim government, which the RPF holds responsible for the massacres. 


The murdered archbishop, Vincent Nsengiyumva, had been at the centre of a 
controversy over his support for the Hutu-dominated regime of General 
Habyarimana, who took power in a coup d’état in 1973. [more] 
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The archbishop resigned as a member of the central committee of the MRND in 
1990 when the Vatican made this a condition of a papal visit to the country. 
In the 18 months leading up to the present crisis, he had begun to distance 
himself from the regime, according to APIC. 


The support of the Roman Catholic church for the Hutu-led government dates 
from 1959, when a Hutu revolution overthrew the minority Tutsi monarchy, which 
had ruled the country with the support of the Belgian colonial power. Until 
1959, the Roman Catholic church had been linked with the Tutsi aristocracy, 
but after the revolution, in which hundreds of people were killed and many 
Tutsis fled the country, it distanced itself from the Tutsis, giving its 
support instead to the Hutu majority. 


Thadee Nsengiyumva, the bishop of Kabgayi, was a critic of links between the 
Roman Catholic church and the regime. In December 1991, the Bishops’ 
Conference, of which he was president, published a ‘statement describing the 
Roman Catholic Church as an instrument of power and calling for negotiations 
with the RPF and the institution of a multi-party system. He presided over an 
interdenominational contact group established in 1991 to seek a peaceful 
solution to the tensions in Rwanda and to guide the nation through its 
transition to participatory democracy. 


In a letter to the RPF chairman Alex Kanyarengawe, the WCC described the 
murdered clerics as "martyrs", and called for assurances that the RPF would 
do all in its power to prevent "any further excesses of this sort, and of your 
willingness to renounce the notion that peace can be achieved through war and 
BUDE Bis 7 Baas 


The WCC said those suspected of direct responsibility in the murders should 
be detained "until such time as a fair trial may be held to judge them. Such 
an act would be a symbol of the intention of the RPF to break the cycle of 
uncontrolled violence in your country, to foster and respect the rule of law, 
and to move in the direction of national healing and reconciliation". 


Meanwhile, two senior Anglican bishops from Rwanda have denied a report pH ae 
British newspaper that they were "errand boys" for pro-government forces in 
Rwanda. According to the report in the Observer, the country’s Anglican 
archbishop, Augustin Nshamihigo, and the Anglican bishop of Kigali, Jonathon 
Ruhumuliza, refused to condemn the massacre of thousands of civilians by pro- 
government militia. 


"Even the most senior members of the Anglican church were acting as errand 
boys for political masters who have preached murder and filled the rivers with 
blood", the article claimed, reporting a press conference given by the two 
clerics in Nairobi. The two clerics have been in England after meeting the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. The Church of England Newspaper reported Ken Barham, 
a part-time assistant bishop in Rwanda as saying: "They are pro-government, 
there is no doubt of that. But their message is just to stop the killing and 
help the people who are starving inside the country. 


"They didn’t .want to politicize the situation. That’s why they refused to 
answer that question. They have got a very difficult job - to lead the church 
in a very difficult war situation", Barham said. Other churchmen told the 
Church of England Newspaper that Nshamihigo was not known for making tactful 
press statements and that the two churchmen had been unwise to speak to the 
journalists in Nairobi. 


In a statement after the news of the killing of the Roman Catholic clerics, 
Nshamihigo said: "We appeal to the international community to join us in the 
condemnation of the senseless killing of all people in Rwanda. We beg all 
churches, governments and the UN to help supply the urgent humanitarian aid 
so needed and to do all in their power to bring the opposing factions in 
Rwanda to the negotiation table. We must cease fighting. We must have peace 
now." [EPS] 


(This report includes information from Paul Gillingham, media liaison officer 
for Church World Action - Rwanda) 
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Raiser warns against narrowing of ecumenical discussion on women 


By Edmund Doogue 

GENEVA--The general secretary of the World Council of Churches, Konrad Raiser, 
has expressed regret that Pope John Paul II has "felt it necessary in a 
categorical way" to tell members of the Roman Catholic Church that they must 
hold the view that the church cannot ordain women priests. 


Commenting on the Pope’s apostolic letter, "On reserving priestly ordination 
to men alone", which was released by the Vatican at the end of May, Raiser 
said that the letter would make discussion of women’s ordination with the 
Roman Catholic Church even more difficult. 


Raiser, interviewed in his office in Geneva, told EPS that he firmly hoped 
that the letter would not prevent Roman Catholic theologians from taking part 
in ecumenical dialogue which included the question of women’s ordination. But 
Raiser added that the letter did not change "the basic configuration" of 
dialogue between the churches. He said that those who were surprised by the 
letter showed a lack of understanding of "the magisterium that is officially 
in place in the Roman Catholic Church". 


He also stressed that Roman Catholic responses to ecumenical dialogue, and 
especially the official Roman Catholic response to the agreed ecumenical 
document on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry in 1982, showed Roman Catholic 
openness "to the possibility that the Spirit may well speak to one church 
through the insights of another". 


Raiser said that the contrast between such Roman Catholic ecumenical 
statements and the Pope’s letter in May showed "a paradox" at the heart of the 
Vatican’s attitude to ecumenism - "On the one hand there is an affirmation of 
the call to unity; on the other hand there is an equally strong affirmation 
that nothing of the defined doctrine and tradition of the church must be 
changed on the way towards unity." 


Raiser also warned of the danger of the speculation in some Roman Catholic 
circles about the possibility of a change of attitudes under a successor to 
Pope John Paul II. 


"You can understand that those who find themselves in disagreement with 
decisions of the present Pope begin to speculate about possible changes under 
a potential successor", Raiser said. "But we should remind ourselves that 
whoever is the incumbent of the papal office, the Roman Catholic Church is the 
Roman Catholic Church, and one of the characteristic features of the Roman 
Catholic Church, irrespective of who is the pope, is a strong sense of 
maintaining continuity in its teaching tradition and always making sure that 
new insights be developed out of what has been held to be true and accepted 
in the church before. 


"Therefore if this apostolic letter declares with such firmness what is to be 
held, then even a future pope would have to take this position seriously in 
considering further the stance of the Roman Catholic Church." 


Raiser also warned of the danger of narrowing any discussion of the place of 
women in the church to the single issue of ordination to the ministry. 


In his six-page apostolic letter, which has provoked many protests within the 
Roman Catholic Church, the Pope says: "I declare that the church has no 
authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this 
judgement is to be definitively held by all the church’s faithful." 


Asked about the substance and tone of the letter, Raiser said: "There is 
nothing really new", adding that it referred to the 1976 declaration, Inter 
Insigniores, by the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. "All 
those who have followed the formulation of the Catholic position over the 
years could not have been surprised in principle." 


"What is new", Raiser said, "is the firmness with which the Pope at the end 
of the letter affirms this position [on women priests] as one that is to be 
held by all the Catholic faithful and forecloses any further discussion about 
the matter in the Catholic: Church. It was already very difficult, if not 
impossible, to enter into a substantive discussion in dialogue with the Roman 
Catholic Church on questions regarding the ordination of women to the 
Ministry. So in that sense the letter does not create a new situation. [more] 
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"But there always was hope that it might be possible to find ways of including 
this concern which touches very deeply the consciences of men and women in the 
Catholic Church and in other churches." 


Raiser said that the World Council of Churches, which includes some churches 
which have women in the ordained ministry and some churches, Protestant and 
Orthodox, which do not, did not itself have an official position on the 
ordination of women "because it cannot speak on behalf of the churches unless 
authorized to do so ... the WCC is not a church and does not have a teaching 
office in its own right. It is there to draw the churches into dialogue and 
consultation,’ particularly on points where they disagree with one another. 


"For this the WCC has developed a long expertise and a refined methodology. 
The fact that these different opinions are held has not prevented the WCC from 
seeking continuous opportunities to discuss the question of women’s ordination 
and to invite the churches to listen in respect to one another, and to accept 
the,» integrity of ‘conviction (of *the others 


Asked how he viewed the Pope’s letter, given that the WCC was midway in its 
Ecumenical Decade in Solidarity with Women, Raiser said: "Certainly I would 
have preferred a different contribution from the Roman Catholic Church to the 
mid-decade discussion, but we have to respect the decision of the Roman 
Catholic Church in judging this to be the moment that a definitive statement 
has to be made. 


"If I listen to the discussion of the decade as it is evolving, the question 
of the ordination of women to the ministry is not as central as it seems from 
some people’s reactions", Raiser said. "In fact the perspective of the whole 
people of God and not only that segment represented by the ordained ministry, 
men and women, is much more in the foreground of the concerns of the decade. 


"TI do not believe that this letter will seriously disturb the ongoing 
discussion and reflections to the ecumenical decade. We would certainly want 
to maintain all the links of solidarity with women and men in the Roman 
Catholic Church which have grown in course of the decade and before, 
particularly with those who may be more directly pained by the apostolic 
letter and its implications in the Roman Catholic Church." [EPS] 


EPS 94.06.19 
World Council of Churches and Roman Catholic Church meet 


CRETE--The Joint Working Group of the Roman Catholic Church and the World 
Council of Churches met at the Orthodox Academy in Crete from 4 to 10 June 
1994. The joint moderators were Alan Clark, Roman Catholic bishop of East 
Anglia, Great Britain, and Metropolitan Elias Audi, Greek Orthodox archbishop 
of Beirut. The meeting discussed the idea of marking the year 2000 with an 
ecumenical celebration, continuing work on the preparation of a document on 
common witness and evangelism and shared information about major events in the 
life of the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches. [EPS] 
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Church of England to pay £3 million a year to departing priests 


By Robert Nowell 

LONDON--The Church Commissioners, who administer the Church of England’s 
inherited wealth, will have to spend £3 million a year in compensation over 
the next few years for the 200 Anglican clergy who have either resigned their 
ministry or indicated their firm intention of doing so because they cannot in 
conscience continue to serve in a church which ordains women priests. This 
figure of 200 is in keeping with estimates from Roman Catholic sources that 
at least 75, and quite possibly 100, Anglican clergy have been received into 
communion with Rome over the past two years, and that another 75 or 100 will 
do so over the next 12 months. 


Under legislation approved by parliament, Anglican clergy who cannot 
conscientiously continue their ministry in a church with women priests receive 
at least two-thirds of the minimum stipend for at least three years after 
their resignation. Those aged 50 or over are in effect given early retirement 
with a pension for life. The Church Commissioners also announced partial 
recovery from the £800 million loss in the value of church assets incurred by 
unwise property speculation. The assets are now valued at £2420 million, a 14 
per cent increase over the previous year. [EPS] 
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Protestant churches must change or disappear, Pannenberg warns 


By Patricia Lefevere 

NEW YORK--Only the Roman Catholic, Orthodox and evangelical protestant 
churches will survive in the 21st century unless mainline protestant churches 
stop "wavering" in their faith and Christian identity, according to a 
conservative protestant theologian, Wolfhart Pannenberg of Munich. 


Pannenberg accused mainline protestant churches - both in Europe and North 
America - of "surrendering the substance of the Christian faith". 


Unless they changed course, they would be unable to present a suitable 
alternative to "the spiritual emptiness of modern life", Pannenberg said in 
an interview before making a speech in May to an audience of 600 people at St 
Peter’s Lutheran Church in New York. 


Pannenberg, a member of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), who was 
making a three-week lecture tour of Ottawa, Boston and New York, warned in his 
lecture that "mainline protestant churches are in acute danger of disappearing 
if they continue neither to resist the spirit of the progressively secularist 
culture nor to try to transform it". 


In his interview he pointed to the controversial "Re-Imagining" conference 
held last November in Minneapolis, calling it an example of "neo-paganism" and 
of ecumenical liturgy and theology run amok. 


The professor noted that it was not inevitable that Anglican and reformation 
churches would succumb to "the attractions of secularism", but he added that 
"to the degree that they do, they lose their Christian authenticity and become 
less attractive ecumenical partners for Roman Catholics". 


Mainline churches were also in danger of disintegration from the pressure on 
them to accept homosexual clergy, he said. "If Protestant churches accept 
homosexual pastors and pastors with gay partners, they can no longer claim to 
be churches based on the authority of the Bible with the heritage of the 
Reformation", said Pannenberg. 


"If I, as an ecumenical theologian, were to represent such a church in an 
ecumenical dialogue, I’d be laughed at by my Orthodox and Catholic partners", 
Said Pannenberg, who has been part of Germany’s Lutheran-Roman Catholic 
dialogue since the 1950s. 


While he acknowledged that churches must show tolerance to gays, he insisted 
that "toleration presupposes the existence of a norm of behaviour". Gays 
wanted their lifestyle to be "as acceptable as any other lifestyle. This is 
precisely what the church cannot grant." 


On the issue of sexual morality, Pannenberg said he agreed with most of what 
Pope Paul VI wrote in his 1968 encyclical, Humanae Vitae, with one major 


exception. "I deplore its banning of artificial contraception within 
Marriage. Nothing has been so detrimental to the Petrine Office as the 
inclusion of this ban", he said, adding that the authority of the Roman 


Catholic church’s moral teaching could have been much enhanced if Rome had 
consulted other churches before issuing the document. 


Pannenberg, a close friend of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger of the Vatican’s 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and former archbishop of Munich, 
said he believed - after a visit to Rome in January - that "the greatest 
obstacle to ecumenism anywhere" was the ordination of women as priests. 


The issue had grown in magnitude, he added, because the Vatican saw it as 
linked to radical feminism. Pannenberg claimed that women pastors in Germany 
as well as protestant clergywomen in North America had become "spokeswomen for 
radical feminists, especially for lesbians". 


Such a linkage could only discredit women’s ordination and do disservice to 
the future of feminist theology, Pannenberg said. Radical feminism "is 
counter-productive to women’s best interests in the church". 


As a veteran ecumenist, who addressed the WCC’s Faith and Order Conference 
last August in Santiago de Compostela, Spain, Pannenberg suggested that the 
Vatican should engage in some "self-criticism and repent of its rejecting 
attitude, especially toward Anglicans". [more] 
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One way to jump-start ecumenism, Pannenberg suggested, was to take up an idea 
proposed by Ratzinger in the early 1980s - namely the need to declare obsolete 
the pronouncements made by one church against another at the time of the 
Reformation. 


"This would be a very affirming first step that could happen immediately", he 
said. "Tt wouldn’t solve our unity issues, but it would provide a basis for 
going forward." [EPS] 
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Polish church’s role as political liberator is over, says Glemp 


GENEVA--Cardinal Jdésef Glemp, the Roman Catholic Primate of Poland, has 
admitted that the popularity of the Roman Catholic Church has fallen in his 
country since Poland’s democratization. 


But, the cardinal told the Agence de presse internationale catholique (APIC) 
in Fribourg, Switzerland, the church’s popularity had not been reduced as much 
as some commentators have claimed. 


"It’s true that there has been a fall, but that is quite natural", Glemp said 
in an interview during a visit to Switzerland at the end of May. "The church 
was almost the only place of liberty in the period of totalitarianism. Now 
liberty is everywhere, reaching into all institutions. So the church’s role 
as the sole guarantor of liberty is over." 


Asked by APIC if, in the final analysis, the position of the Polish church had 
been easier under a totalitarian government than in a pluralist society, Glemp 
replied: "The answer, with deep conviction, is no. We went through many very 
difficult years. It is true that the church was, from a certain point of view, 
an independent institution. But the pressure exerted by the atheist regime was 
at times unbearable ... We had no press ... The regime tried continuously to 
control the seminaries, to intervene in the choice of bishops and parish 
priests." 


Glemp added a warning that communism had not disappeared. "It’s not over, 
because the communists, even if they don’t have the same form as they had 
before, still exist. The vision of a totalitarian perspective on man, held by 
neo-communist political parties, still exists, even if they [the parties] 
don’t declare themselves as such." 


Glemp said that the success of the communists in the electoral process in 
Poland, where former communists are part of the coalition government, was not 
easy to explain. 


"The communists have undergone a renewal, a philosophical renewal. They are 
still against the [Christian] faith and against the presence of the church as 
a public institution", said Glemp. "Despite the electoral success of the neo- 
communist forces, there is no going back. The victory of democracy is assured, 
but these forces are an obstacle to it. It is up to the clergy to maintain a 
system of belief based on permanent, Christian principles." 


Asked if he would consider establishing a Christian-democrat party in Poland, 
the cardinal said: "No, not now, but possibly later ... It should be noted 
that extreme liberalism [in Poland] has formed an alliance with the 
communists, who have abandoned their centralising tendencies but not their 
materialist views ... it’s a paradox that the communists have rapidly become 
liberals, especially in economic matters, in many respects." 


While in Switzerland, Glemp visited the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, where he 
was welcomed by Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, and Jean Fischer, general secretary of the Conference of European 
Churches (CEC). The three leaders held private talks on ecumenical matters. 


Replying to words of welcome from Raiser, the cardinal said that the 
ecumenical movement was "a duty" for Christians. 


Christians were divided through their weaknesses, Glemp said, adding that 
ecumenism needed much patience and hope. Our duty, he stressed, was to have 
God present among us. He believed Christians were divided by private 
ambitions and church politics. The task was to remain faithful to "the 
Truth". [EPS] 
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Seek reconciliation among yourselves first, Raiser tells churches 


By Stephen Brown 

STADTHAGEN, Germany--Churches and Christians must be committed to 
reconciliation between themselves before they could make a "credible and 
effective contribution to reconciliation between peoples", Konrad Raiser, 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches (WCC) told the 
Landeskirchentag (regional church congress) of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Schaumburg-Lippe on 11 June. 


"In many of the conflicts that are taking place in the world today, the 
Christian churches are as much part of the problem as they are active partners 
in efforts to resolve these conflicts", Raiser said, ina keynote speech about 
the challenges facing the ecumenical movement. 


Explaining the title of his speech - "Conversion of the churches: 
reconciliation between peoples" - Raiser said: "The conversion of the churches 
to the unity and reconciliation which they have been given in Jesus Christ and 
to reconciliation and peace between peoples are two aspects of the ecumenical 
movement which have been linked together since the beginning of this century." 


After giving a sober assessment of the present-day ecumenical movement, Raiser 
said he was "convinced that we can let neither this century nor this 
millennium come to an end without committing ourselves again to the fellowship 
of the church through a visible act of unity by the churches. 


"For this we need a change of perspective, to forswear the paralysing 
attachment to the divisions of the past, and together to find a new 
perspective which looks to the future of the churches, a future which must 
take shape in their common faith, life and witness", he said. 


As specific steps towards this venture, Raiser mentioned the efforts by some 
churches to lift the doctrinal condemnations of the past and the recognition 
of baptism that together with their membership of a particular church makes 
them members of the one body of Jesus Christ. 


"Finally, the proposal to invite the spiritual leaders of the Christian 
churches to Jerusalem, to worship together and to sing together the creed of 
Nicaea and Constantinople, could make clear that there is sufficient common 
understanding of the faith between Christians and churches of different 
traditions. 


"Again and again there is talk about the crisis of the ecumenical movement, 
about an ecumenical winter, and about how efforts to promote fellowship and 
unity between the churches have been paralysed", he said. 


"For 25 years the major churches have tried in bilateral discussions to 
Overcome the doctrinal differences that divide them and thus to prepare a way 
for fellowship. The reports of these discussions fill two large volumes, but 
the churches find it difficult to draw the necessary conclusions for their 
common life and witness from these theological agreements. 


"Instead of increasing fellowship, there are signs of a new confessionalism. 
At any rate it seems more important for most churches to preserve their own 
identity and their internal cohesion than to make the step towards visible 
unity", Raiser said. 


He stressed that this apparent reluctance to draw the necessary conclusions 
was "not because of a lack of ecumenical readiness". 


"Rather, it is because most churches face a dilemma that is difficult to 
resolve, namely how to link their commitment to visible unity with their 
attachment to the confession or tradition in which their own identity is 
rooted", he said. 


However, while church officials and theologians were trapped in this dilemma, 
a new "ecumenical reality" had taken shape, Raiser said. He spoke of the 
formation of Christian communities across confessional borders, the increasing 
numbers of mixed marriages and many examples of ecumenical co-operation in 
service to wider society. 


"The traditional attachment to a particular ecclesiastical tradition is losing 
its significance, not just for the young generation that is growing up, but 
for many members of the laity, and particularly for women. [more] 
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"They believe that they are justified in living and celebrating that full 
fellowship which the churches aim at, but have not achieved ... they are 
making serious efforts to find a credible witness in common of churches and 
Christians in a society that is largely secular. They are convinced that they 
cannot go back on the ecumenical vocation of the churches and that the 
ecumenical renewal of the churches has become a question of survival for 
credible Christian existence today", he said. 


Of the links between work for church unity and for reconciliation in the 
world, Raiser said that "the ecumenical movement had been committed to 
justice, peace and reconciliation from the beginning". 


The ecumenical movement "has been as much a peace movement as a movement for 
unity and renewal", he said. During the Cold War, the ecumenical movement had 
concentrated on measures to prevent a nuclear catastrophe and tried to respond 
to global economic injustice, poverty and racism. However, new challenges had 
emerged since the dramatic events of 1989. 


"The wars in the Caucasus and in former Yugoslavia, in Sudan and in Angola, 
in Sri Lanka and Rwanda, are only the most dramatic examples of a situation 
of the general collapse of power structures", he said. 


Raiser warned of the danger of religion being "misused for political, and 
especially, nationalist aims", and called on the churches to prevent political 
conflicts from becoming religious conflicts. 


@®Raiser’s speech in Stadthagen was the first by a serving WCC general 
secretary to the church of Schaumburg-Lippe since it suspended its membership 
of the WCC in the late 1970s in protest against grants to liberation movements 
by the WCC’s programme to combat racism. [EPS] 


EPS 94.06.24 
Churches of Central Africa vow to become schools for democracy 


By Raymond Bitemo 

BRAZZAVILLE, Congo--Thirty church leaders and representatives of non- 
governmental organizations (NGOs) engaged in development, from Central African 
countries - Cameroon, Central African Republic, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Sao 
Tomé and Principe, Chad and Zaire - attended a consultation in Brazzaville 
from 24 to 27 May, on the theme, "Churches and NGOs: Democracy and Development 
in Central Africa". 


They pledged themselves to fostering the democratization which has come to a 
halt in most of the countries in the region. They also appealed to 
governments and political forces to choose the path of dialogue in order to 
avoid conflicts and bloodshed. 


The Brazzaville consultation, organized by the Association for Inter-Church 
Cooperation, Environment and Development in Central Africa (ACEEDAC), gave 
participants an opportunity to review experiences in their different countries 
since democratization began in Central Africa in 1989, and to measure the 
implications for society and the churches. 


After an exchange of views, participants proposed strategies for their 
participation in the process of democracy. 


The wind of perestroika which caused the great upheavals in Eastern Europe 
after 1989 also drew all the countries of Africa into the movement towards 
democracy. 


In most countries of Central Africa, national conferences and other national 
forums were organized, followed by elections which made it possible to set up 
new institutions. 


The participants noted, however, that almost everywhere democratization had 
run into severe problems. The results achieved up till now fell far short of 
the aspirations of the population and the requirements of democracy. With the 
exception of Sao Tomé and Principe, where democratization was developing 
normally, process towards democracy elsewhere was either very haphazard or at 
a complete standstill, participants said. [more] 
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The opening to democracy had unleashed an upsurge of fundamental tribalism, 
with the proliferation of political parties. of an essentially«tribak or 
regional nature. 


In many cases this had generated inter-ethnic tensions varying in gravity from 
eountry to country. 


Democratization had also brought to light the full extent of the pillaging of 
national resources and the transfer to Western banks of funds embezzled from 
state treasuries by high officials of the former regimes. 


This had left a banking system bled dry of resources and unable to finance 
economic development, adding further to the crisis. 


The participants also noted that the churches had not been prepared for 
democratization, but that they had nevertheless adapted to the new situation. 


The churches were now emerging as the spearhead of the civil society. But the 
positions expressed by national church leaders had not always been adopted by 
individual Christians and politicians - which to some extent proved the 
church’s lack of any real influence on society. 


The churches were strongly urged to remain faithful to the Gospel, while 
adapting their message to their own context and setting an example. 


The churches undertook several pledges: 


®To put all their energies into democratization so that they can become 
schools for democracy where people can learn not only their rights and duties 
but also tolerance and mutual acceptance; 


®To work to promote dialogue and establish justice and peace, which in turn 
will generate development ; 


®To appeal to the heads of state and the leaders of political parties in the 
region, urging them not to sacrifice the aspirations of their peoples to 
selfish interests. 


(Participants wanted to encourage the different political forces to follow the 
example of South Africa, and seek to settle their differences through 
dialogue, to avoid sparking off fratricidal wars like the conflict in Rwanda.) 


The leaders of the Central African churches also took the opportunity of the 
consultation to hold the general assembly of ACEEDAC. The report on 
activities for the past five years was examined and approved. 


On this basis a three-year programme for 1994-1996 was adopted, with emphasis 
on management training and community organization for development. 


The new seven-member committee responsible for running ACEEDAC for the next 
five years will be chaired by José Tchimungu, a pastor from the Presbyterian 
Church of Kinshasa. 


Daniel Kilem of Cameroon was reappointed to the post of executive secretary, 
also for five years. 


The 17 NGOs represented at the consultation also met among themselves. 


They exchanged views and discussed their experiences before agreeing on a 
minimum programme of common work which will put them alongside the churches 
in the efforts for democratization, with a view to educating people about 
democracy. 


The second part of their programme of work comprises various activities to 
promote the social integration of the growing numbers of street children and 
unemployed young people in the cities of the region. [EPS] 
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‘Aboriginal Australians face worse conditions than any in Asia’ 


By Edmund Doogue 

GENEVA--The Asia secretary of the World Council of Churches, Park Kyung Seo, 
has described the living conditions of five Aboriginal communities outside 
Alice Springs, in central Australia, as worse than anything he has seen in 
Asia's poorest countries. 


"The conditions in all five were disastrous and shocking, they didn’t have 
clean drinking water, proper shelter, or facilities for storing food and there 
was no health care", said Park. 


The area around Alice Springs is mainly arid, desert land, subject to harsh 
weather conditions and long, dry summers. 


"It’s worse than anywhere else in Asia, they are living in a miserable 
situation", said Park, who is Korean and, as Asia secretary for the WCC, is 
familiar with living conditions throughout the region. (Under WCC aid and 
ecumenical classifications, Australia is considered part of the Asia/Pacific 
region. ) 


Park praised the material aid given by the Australian government, but said the 
government and Australian churches needed to do more. He particularly stressed 
the need for white Australians to get to know "Aboriginal Australia". 


Australia has about 385 000 Aboriginal Australians and Torres Strait Islanders 
in a total population of about 18 million. Aboriginal Australians won the 
right to’ vote onlyvin 19677 


Park, along with other WCC officers, two Aboriginal Taiwanese and a 
representative of Finnchurchaid, spent two days visiting Aboriginal 
communities in June before taking part in a round-table meeting with 
Aboriginal Australians and representatives of the Aboriginal and Islander 
Commission of the Australian Council of Churches. 


The WCC has had a longstanding dialogue with Aboriginal Australians, and the 
wccC assembly in Canberra in 1991 called for deeper ecumenical support for 
their struggle. 


Park told EPS that he believed the WCC should draw the attention of the 
international community to the "miserable situation" in which many Aboriginal 
Australians were living. Those outside Australia needed to lend support, he 
said. 


As well as the five "outback" camps he visited, he had seen Aboriginal town 
camps near Alice Springs where, he said, "people were broken-hearted. They 
want to go and live on their own land." 


Park had been told that many Aboriginal communities were much worse off than 
those he visited. 


There was a particular need to raise international awareness of Aboriginal 
spirituality, Park said. 


"Whereas we see land in terms of economy, for the Aboriginal Australians the 
traditional land is the origin of spirituality - it is for them the bosom of 
their Great Mother, where they are embraced, where they are born and die", he 
said. 


Park said that people outside Australia saw it as "a land of dreams where 120 
different nationalities are living at peace together. So it is important that 
the situation of Aboriginal Australians be improved." 


David Gill, general secretary of the Australian Council of Churches, said of 
the visit to Alice Springs: "Team members saw the impossible conditions in 
which Aboriginal people live. They were shocked and rightly so. 


"The ACC hopes the visit will encourage churches elsewhere to find practical 
ways of giving their support to the struggle of Australia’s indigenous 
people." [EPS] 
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‘New conflicts erupt as Cold War ends’ 


By Stephen Brown 

BALLYCASTLE, Northern Ireland--The end of confrontation between the two power 
blocs, based on nuclear deterrence, has not led to a new international order 
of peace and justice, but to. the "eruption of more and more civil conflicts 
which are fought in total disregard of the most elementary norms of 
humanitarian law", Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches (WCC), told an ecumenical consultation on the churches’ role in 
peace-making. 


Sixty-three people from ecumenical peace groups and movements in 41 countries, 
including South Africa, the Middle East and the former Yugoslavia, took part 
in the consultation on "the role of the churches in building a culture of 
peace", held at the beginning of June at the Corrymeela centre in Ballycastle. 


The consultation was organized by the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the World Council of Churches (WCC). The conclusions 
of the meeting will influence an ecumenical programme to overcome violence, 
which was agreed in January by the WCC central committee. 


Hearings were organized in which participants shared their experiences of 
peacemaking and reconciliation. Two members of the Corrymeela Community, which 
has 170 members in Northern Ireland, spoke of their efforts for cross- 
community reconciliation. Others spoke of conflicts in Malawi, the United 
States and South Africa. 


Workshops examined key areas for future WCC work: the theology and politics 
of peace-making, education for peace-making, building networks between peace 
groups and guidelines for the principles of peace-building. 


In a keynote address, Raiser said that "the fragility of the international 
order at the present moment calls for an even more determined Christian 
witness in the service of justice and peace". 


He warned that "the historic churches, in particular of protestant and 
Orthodox traditions, find themselves caught in the dilemma of divided loyalty 
to their people and country and to the worldwide body of Christ", and pointed 
to three specific ways that churches could help peace-building: supporting a 
change of consciousness about the institution of war, building networks of 
relationships, and creating a peace service. 


On the first of these proposals, Raiser said that the military approach to 
conflict resolution had to be replaced by an international legal order which 
could protect effectively the rights of peoples and states without the need 
for military force. 


"This perspective might sound utopian, but it has become a matter of human 
survival. In order to achieve this, a fundamental change of political and 
moral consciousness is required. It is here that the churches can make an 
indispensable contribution," he said. 


As well as advocating conflict resolution by non-military means, Raiser said 
that the churches needed to take seriously the experiences of people in 
conflict, and help to build networks between individuals and groups that would 


create a "new civic culture within and between societies". Churches had a 
particular responsibility, Raiser suggested, because religion itself had 
become "in more and more cases ... an important factor in the dynamic of 
Conflicts": 


"Over against the tendency to instrumentalize and manipulate religion for 
political purposes, all religious communities, and in particular the churches, 
must accept the responsibility of resisting the danger of a genuine religious 
eonflict with all its irrational connotations," he said. 


The experience of the ecumenical movement "as a network of mutual commitment 
which transcends national, ethnic, cultural and language boundaries" needed 
to be extended to the relationship between world religions. 


Finally, the churches needed to take the initiative to train people for the 
task of conflict monitoring, mediation and conciliation, Raiser said, pointing 
to the work of churches in Central America, Nicaragua and South Africa. [more] 
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Speaking to an audience in Germany after the consultation, Raiser described 
how participants had explained the role, both positive and negative, of the 
churches in areas of conflict. 


Raiser had been encouraged by some reports of the action churches had taken 
for peace and reconciliation, such as in the Philippines, where the National 
Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church had mediated between the 
government and the militant opposition national liberation front. 


However, Raiser said that many reports at the consultation gave him cause for 
concern, such as the report from former Yugoslavia, "where the tendency to 
link closely together religious membership and loyalty to one’s own people has 
meant that the churches and religious communities have become incapable of 
defending themselves against the misuse of religion to fan the flames of 
hatred and to promote enemy images. 


"The numerous initiatives for peace and reconciliation in all parts of former 
Yugoslavia, and the Christians who work in them, have received too little 
support from their churches", he said. 


In Sri Lanka, racked by a bloody civil war, "the churches are prevented from 
promoting a Christian service for peace and reconciliation, because they 
themselves are split along the ethnic divide". 


The site at the Corrymeela centre was chosen because the Corrymeela Community 
has been working since the 1960s for peace and reconciliation in Ireland. 


After the meeting, Raiser was critical of the role of the Presbyterian Church 
in Ireland, which had been a WCC founder member, but had left the WCC in 
protest against the WCC programme to combat racism. 


"Despite intensive ecumenical commitment, such as that by members of the 
Corrymeela Community, the [Presbyterian] church has distanced itself still 
further from the ecumenical movement and now takes a strongly conservative 
reformed position. 


"The reconciliation work of church members - clergy and laity - has no support 
within the church itself, but is rather the target for threats and attacks," 
Raiser said. [EPS] 
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Project to sponsor women for Forum 95 is ‘a joint initiative’ 


GENEVA--A project to sponsor the participation of 100 women - 50 of them 
Chinese - in Forum 95 in Beijing next year is "very much a joint initiative", 
according to coordinators [EPS 94.06.09]. 


Organizations involved in the project include the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, World Federation of Methodist Women, Ecumenical Forum of European 
Christian Women, World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World 
Student Christian Federation, World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations, 
YWCA, World Vision International, Church Women United and Anglican women’s 
groups. 


Forum 95, which will bring together women linked to non-governmental 
organizations around the world from 30 August to 8 September 1995 to discuss 
progress on conditions for women, will be a curtain-raiser for the fourth 
United Nations Conference on Women, to be held in Beijing from 4 to 15 
September. [EPS] 
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Panama bishop to be Anglican observer at United Nations 


LONDON--James Ottley, Anglican bishop of the Republic of Panama, has been 
appointed the next Anglican observer at the United Nations, Anglican Communion 
News Service reports. Ottley, 58, is a native of the Republic of Panama. Since 
1990 he has been the vice-president of the House of Bishops of the Episcopal 
Church USA. He was consecrated a bishop in 1984. [EPS] 
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Philippines church elects new head, sets new agenda 


By Sophie Bodegon 

MANILA--The United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP) has elected 
Hilario Gomez as its general secretary, a choice likely to advance the 
church’s advocacy for social justice. 


There must be a "real focus on Christ, what he is, what he means to the people 
and the powers that be", Gomez, 52, told EPS. He said the UCCP "must be a 
prophetic church, a church to prick the conscience of the state". 


The UCCP is the second largest mainstream church in the Philippines, a 
predominantly Roman Catholic country. 


Among the 800 000 church members Gomez will have to bring).in line isthe 
country’s president, Fidel Ramos. With Gomez at the helm, the UCCP is expected 
to pursue the church’s opposition to the government’s proposed on-line lottery 
project . 


Gomez has also campaigned against a local fuel price increase imposed as a 
condition for additional loans by the International Monetary Fund and was a 
convener of the peace talks held last year. He is also an outspoken critic of 
the government’s ambitious industrialization strategy which he said is "good 
for foreign investors and not for the people". 


Gomez has a doctorate in comparative religion from Princeton Theological 
Seminary and has been a consultant to the World Council of Churches Christian- 
Muslim dialogue, and a member of the International Association of Mission 
Studies. 


Gomez will have a tough act in following Erme Camba, who during his eight-year 
period of office expanded programmes in Christian education, social concerns 
and international ecumenical relations. 


A new executive committee of lay and ordained members to be chaired by lay 
leader Joel Bodegon was also elected at the general assembly meeting from 22 
to 25 May. 


The meeting agreed to boost programmes for indigenous peoples and the 
environment in view of the destructive effects of the government’s development 
plan and to strengthen UCCP involvement in the peace process, support for the 
rehabilitation of internal refugees, as well as education on AIDS and holistic 
health. 


The church also intends to update its programmes for Christian education among 
families, theological and management training for lay and ordained members as 
well as update liturgical forms and substance. 


The assembly agreed to improve programmes linked to the theme for the next 
four years: "Church for the Life of the World: Come Holy Spirit, Root Us in 
Community and Lead Us to Shalom". [EPS] 
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Greek politicians call for church help to tackle Albanian tension 


GENEVA--Two Greek politicians have asked the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
and the Conference of European Churches (CEC) to help tackle increasing 
tension in southern Albania. 


Michael Papaconstantinou and Vassilis Korkolopoulos, members of parliament for 
the opposition New Democracy Party, visited the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva 
at the beginning of June to inform the WCC general secretary, Konrad Raiser, 
and CEC’s general secretary, Jean Fischer, of the difficulties faced by ethnic 
Greeks in Albania. 


The politicians referred, in particular, to the plight of six ethnic Greeks 
arrested in Albania in May, who were being prevented, they said, from 
contacting lawyers and friends. 


"In all civilised countries when someone is charged he has the right to 
contact his lawyer", said Papaconstantinou, who added that the charge against 
the six was believed to be treason. [more] 
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Like other parts of the Balkans, southern Albania is facing intense ethnic 
tension. While Athens claims that the region has as many as 300 000 ethnic 
Greeks, the Albanian government in Tirana puts the figure at about 60 000. 


The Guardian newspaper, which recently reported the burning of churches and 
looting of homes of Greeks in southern Albania, quoted Thanassis Pappas, a 
Greek resident of the town of Dervitsani, who claimed that his people had been 
better off before Albania’s 1992 elections ended strict communist rule. 


"Under Enver Hoxha [Albania’s former communist leader] you didn’t have 
democracy, but at least you knew where you stood", Pappas told the Guardian. 
"Now they say ’speak, speak’ and then they put you in gaol. It sounds strange, 
but it was much better under Enver. We would all vote for the communists now." 


In the same report, an Orthodox priest, Michalis Dakos, said that the 
foundations of a religious conflict were being laid in the region. 


"We are the victims of Muslim fundamentalism", Dakos said. 


According to Papaconstantinou, "Albania is mainly Muslim and the government 
[in Tirana] is highly suspicious of religious minorities. Churches have been 
burned and destroyed, or turned into music halls or even a stable for horses." 


Tension between Greeks and Albanians has increased since the murder of two 
Albanian soldiers at an army barracks at Peshkepi in southern Albania on 10 
April. [EPS 94.04.53] 


Papaconstantinou, who was the Greek foreign minister in the government which 
was defeated in October last year, denied "absolutely" suggestions made in 
Albania that the government in Athens had any connection with the murders. 


Korkolopoulos and Papaconstantinou told EPS that while political parties in 
Greece were reserved about speaking out on the potential conflict in southern 
Albania, "the Greek public is very much concerned". 


The two parliamentarians said that CEC and WCC were considering their plea for 
help in bringing the region’s problems to the attention of the international 
community. [EPS] 
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Roman Catholic theologian to lead Irish School of Ecumenics 


DUBLIN--Geraldine Smyth, an authority on sectarianism in Northern Ireland, has 
been appointed director of the Irish School of Ecumenics in Dublin. Smyth, who 
is a theologian and a member of the Roman Catholic order of Dominican nuns, 
will be the first woman to direct a theological institute in Ireland. 


A native of Belfast, Smyth studied at the Irish School of Ecumenics and has 
a PhD from Trinity College, Dublin, for her thesis on "The Ecumenical Process: 
Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation". 


Smyth said of her appointment to the ISE: "The current spiral of sectarian 
violence is rooted in fear, confusion and stereotyping. There is need for 
greater cooperation between the churches and a redoubling of ecumenical action 
and study. 


"I hope my appointment will contribute to the search for the understanding and 
transformation of sectarianism, and the kind of unity between different 
traditions which encourages diversity, freedom and openness". 


Smyth will take up her post on 1 February 1995, succeeding Alan Falconer, who 
is to become director of Faith and Order at the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva. 


The ISE is a post-graduate research centre and school of theology which 
teaches courses in ecumenical theology and peace studies. [EPS] 


EPS 94.06.32 
Catechism finally reaches US after inclusive language controversy 


By Patricia Lefevere 

NEW YORK--The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) was officially published 
in the United States on 27 May, two years after the original French text was 
approved by the Vatican, after delays and controversy about the use of gender- 
neutral language. 


The catechism is organized in four parts: the “church's beliefs, the 
Sacraments, the commandments, prayer and spirituality. Part three deals with 
such contemporary sins as the arms race, tax evasion, artificial insemination, 
voluntary euthanasia, and the refusal to pay workers a just wage. 


Within six months of the Pope’s approval of the French text in June 1992, the 
Italian and Spanish editions appeared. Soon there were translations in most 
other European languages. 


A total of 566 000 copies will be released in the US on 22 June, the output 
of 16 co-publishers. Another 50 000 English copies will appear in Canada on 
the same day. Last June French Canadians received the French edition of the 
ccc, and Hispanic Catholics have had the Spanish edition for several months. 
English texts were ready in Kenya in April and recently in the United Kingdom. 


Critics pointed to the lack of updated scriptural scholarship and the failure 
to reflect how much church doctrine had changed over the centuries. Still 
others complained that the consultation process itself lacked openness. 


But what delayed the English translation was opposition to its gender-neutral 
language. Word that Rome would not approve such a version came last year when 
Cardinal Francis Arinze told a convention of conservative Catholics in 
Pittsburgh that the church of Asia and Africa could not have their catechism 
delayed because of language issues about which they were unconcerned. 


Archbishop William Levada of Portland, Oregon told EPS that while "bona fide 
efforts" had been made to keep the language gender-neutral, "the problem was 
one of the English language not having developed sufficiently in the area of 
inclusive language to let us deal with philosophic and theological questions 
in the matter of doctrine". 


Levada, a member of the international commission overseeing the project, said 
gender-neutral language would have required new translations of all documents 
of Vatican II, of the church fathers and of biblical texts used in the ccc. 


But Bishop Joseph Imesch of Joliet, Illinois, regretted that the translation 
was not inclusive. "This need not have been", he said. "We were not asking 
that references to God be gender-free, only those relating to man and woman. 


"Our culture is quite different from others, and our women and men have been 
accustomed and sensitized to gender-neutral language. If they had only done 
this, it would have been so much better", he said. 


Both Imesch and Donna Geernaert, ecumenical and.interreligious affairs officer 
of the Canadian Catholic Bishops Conference in Ottawa, hoped that the 
catechism’s "male" language would not meet resistance by catechists and 
directors of religious education, most of whom are women. 


"Inclusive language is how we talk in North America", Geernaert said, noting 
that "it won’t be easy" to win enthusiasm for the CCC among women used to 
inclusive language. 


Imesch characterized the catechism, which is addressed first to bishops, as 
"an effective teaching tool - if we sort it out and break it down ... it’s 
like a banquet - just too much to digest". 


Levada hoped that protestants would find the CCC useful, helping them to see 
"what we hold in common and what divides us. I think they will be surprised 
by how much Catholic doctrine they recognize and agree with." 


The most concise compilation of Roman Catholic faith from apostolic teaching 
to contemporary moral questions, the CCC is by any measure a tome - 803 pages 
long, more than a kilogram in weight, with 3500 references from scripture, 
from church fathers and councils and from the texts of the Second Vatican 
Council. Not since the Council of Trent ordered the Roman Catechism in 1566 
has such a work been undertaken. [more] 
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Joseph Fessio, a Jesuit priest and director of Ignatius Press in San Francisco 
- a publisher of the CCC - thought the Orthodox would welcome the catechism 
because of its strong emphasis on church history and the early church fathers. 
He credited Auxiliary Bishop Christoph Schonborn of Vienna with "uniting the 
elements of the church of the East and the West" in the book. Schonborn was 
its principal editor. 


Unlike most North American bishops who are still awaiting the CCC’s June 
release, Rabbi Jack Bemporad said he had read 80 per cent of the book in 
Italian and French. The authors have tried their best to incorporate Vatican 
II’s statements on the Jews, he said, and "where these texts were ambiguous, 
they have become less so in the catechism". 


Bemporad, who directs the Center for Christian Jewish Understanding at Sacred 
Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut, called the book "profound" and 
thought it would aid Catholic-Jewish relations "if it is read in the 22a9gnbror 
John Paul’s statements on the Jews", which the rabbi said go well beyond those 
igi, the, CoC: 


The catechism says nothing about the Holocaust, and while it condemns racism, 
it. fails to mention anti-Semitism, which the Pope has often termed a "sin 
against God". 


Concerning Islam, the CCC states: "The plan of salvation also includes those 
who acknowledge the Creator, in the first place amongst whom are the Muslims." 
It adds that the church shares with Muslims the worship of "the one, merciful 
God". 


Americans this century have been raised on the Baltimore Catechism, an 
adaptation of the Trent catechism which US bishops ordered in 1884 to meet the 
needs of millions of European immigrants. Revised in 1941, the book with its 
simplified question and answer format gradually lost favour with US Catholics 
after Vatican) ITij-(1962-65):: 


Reforms in church teaching and liturgical practice rapidly enacted by Vatican 
II spread confusion among many of the faithful, causing some to question what 
constitutes Roman Catholic identity and to dissent from official church 
teaching. At the 1985 Bishops’ Synod in Rome, Boston’s Cardinal Bernard Law 
suggested a new catechism to clarify doctrine and upgrade Catholic education. 


The next year Pope John Paul II appointed a commission of a dozen cardinals 
and bishops, headed by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, to design a compendium of 
Catholic teaching. In 1989 the commission sent the text to all Roman Catholic 
bishops for consultation. The following year it studied and evaluated some 
24 000 suggested amendments, many from American bishops. 


@Robert Nowell in LONDON writes: The CCC, published in the United Kingdom on 


27 May, has already become a best-seller. The first print run sold out 
before publication, and the second print run, due on 17 June, has also sold 
out thanks to advance orders - 80 000 copies in all. 


A third printing should be ready by the end of this month. 


In addition, about one copy of the hardback edition (priced at £25) is being 
sold for every three copies of the cheaper paperback (£12.99); the usual 
ratio is one to ten. 


The ambiguity that the Vatican’s insistence on avoiding inclusive language 
brings to its pronouncements in English was amusingly underlined by a recent 
letter to the Irish Times in which an Irishwoman asked: "When, in his letter 
to the bishops, the Pope says that ‘priestly ordination ... has in the 
Catholic Church always been reserved to men alone’, does he mean ‘men’ as one 
would normally understand the word, or ‘men’ as we are expected to understand 
it in the context of the new Catholic Catechism?" [EPS] 
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Ecutext: Women in Dialogue 


This is the text of a message from a conference entitled "Women in Dialogue: 
Wholeness of Vision towards the 21st Century" which was held at the Ecumenical 
Institute, Chateau de Bossey, Switzerland, from 29 April-8 May 1994. 


We have gathered as women to envision a just future in church and society, for 
women, for children, and for men. Much threatens such a future. To create 
it will be hard work. For the majority of women on earth, this is first of 
all the hard work of survival. 


We have gathered to begin envisioning the 21st century, 

by letting the light of our lives’ stories shine, 
even with the fires of tribulation; 

by celebrating our diversity and honouring our differences, 
even when they led to conflict; and 

by committing ourselves to act together for a just future, 
even when we are divided by economic, political, 
cultural, and religious structures and beliefs. 


We are united 
by our solemn rejection of the pervasive, growing 
violence against women in the whole world; 
by our hope in the freedom born of faith in Mary’s son, 
Jesus; and 
by our desire for a new, whole community of human beings, 
earth, and all creatures, within the embrace of God. 


We have had a foretaste of the church of the future in our daily worship 
together. Celebration, local diversity, local ways of prayer and music, mutual 
conversation about Scripture - in meditation and praise we were one community 
embodied in our diversity and worshipping God, the Source of Life. 


We are women from islands and all continents, from 33 countries. We are young 
and more aged women. We are members of churches in Anglican, Roman Catholic, 
Orthodox and Protestant communions. We do our daily work in many ways: as 
Spiritual directors, teachers, mothers, priests, professors of theology, 
activists for women’s rights, journalists and many other ministries of daily 
life. We have been gathered by the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey and the 
women’s programmes of the World Council of Churches, the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, the Lutheran World Federation, and the Conference of 
European Churches. We have been inspired by hearing stories of women’s 
struggles for justice in church and society. The struggles for food, health, 
education, political freedom, work, bodily integrity have been women’s lot for 
thousands of years. We envision a future in which survival is not an 
impossible hope for millions of human beings. 


We search the Bible and our traditions for signs of hope and resources for 
Change to envision the 21st century as a new millennium of well-being for 
women, children, and men. We have heard reports on the progress and struggles 
of women in the Caribbean, Australia, Latin America, Africa, Asia, Europe, 
North America, and the Pacific region. In our conversations we realized the 
need to call women’s action and reflection as Christians by a variety of 
names. This theology is womanist for African American women. It is women’s 
liberation theology for many in Latin America and Africa. For others it is 
feminist theology. Latinas in the United States call it mujerista theology. 
For Orthodox women, some call themselves feminist, while others are women 
reflecting on the theological tradition of Orthodoxy. For many women theology 
is the action and reflection on work in popular movements. Whatever the name, 
we are all creating women’s reflection on and committed action with God in the 
world. By whatever name, we are women who commit ourselves to the daily 
struggle for the survival and well-being of those who live in the world as 
female human beings and for a just world for all people and other creatures. 


In theological reflecting we discover long-hidden aspects of scripture and 
tradition which empower us, and we reject long-highlighted aspects which 
degrade us as women. We rejoice in theology which celebrates our female 
embodied selves as good creation. We reject theology which ignores or defends 
suffering which is imposed on us and models of sacrifice which reinforce 
violence in family, community, and nations. [more] 


women /2 


We brought our communities to the conference - in language, social customs, 
histories, etc. We were often enriched by each other’s experience. However, 
we also experienced the agony of racism in our conference, as the global 
culture of whiteness overwhelms other cultures, peoples and individuals. 
Repenting of racism is essential for those who benefit from it; conversion to 
the struggle against racism and restitution are required for reconciliation 
with those who are harmed by it. 


In the churches more and more women are engaging in theological interpretation 
of sexuality. We envision a future in which sexuality and violence will no 
longer ‘‘be* linked. Incest, rape and battering will be no more. Sexual 
harassment and male privilege will be over. Customs and rituals which endanger 
the health and rights of women will be eliminated. Violence against lesbians 
and gay men will be no more. Prostitution and sex tourism will have 
disappeared. The sexual abuse of children will be no more. The abuse of power 
through sexuality will be absent from clergy, counsellors and all 
professionals. Economic necessity will no longer compel women to sell 
themselves nor to be sold. Marriage will be a mutual, equal, free commitment 
for those who choose it or receive it as a gift from God. Women will be 
honoured, whether single, in relationship, married, divorced, widowed, in 
religious orders, mothers, yearning to be mothers. All women will be honoured 
and appropriately supported in public policy, economic structures, cultural 
values and theology. Incarnation as sexual beings (men and women) will be 
celebrated with delight and dignity. 


We confess that some of us benefit from local, national and global structures 
which sap the life-blood from gasping peoples, especially women and children. 
Governments are pressured to "adjust" structures of. society » to. meer 
requirements of international organizations which control the economic 
resources of the world. Traditional programmes for social welfare are replaced 
by privatization and market competition for resources required to meet basic 
human needs. This inevitably results in exclusion of millions of children and 
women and men from access to adequate health services, food, education, 
transportation, and possibilities of life-sustaining work. Such policies also 
wreak havoc with local and global environments and endanger: the survival of 
the complex organism called Earth. 


Halfway through the Ecumenical Decade of the Church in Solidarity with Women, 
we call on the churches to join us in envisioning and acting .for) ja new 
century. We call on the churches to: 


~ place women’s survival and well-being at the centre of their programmes 
for social.justice; 


- give women access to all decision-making power in the church and to 
Further this access in society, working with women to exercise power in 
non-abusive, non-dominating ways; 


= engage in dialogue and critical analysis of the economic, cultural and 
political context of each church’s life and to take appropriate action 
to combat injustice and to affirm life-giving elements in this context; 


- work to eradicate the abuse of power and sexuality within the church, 
especially by clergymen and other church professionals; 


= urge each other and especially the churches in Eastern Europe to 
participate fully in the Ecumenical Decade; 


s reject violence as a solution to ethnic, political or religious 
differences, especially in the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and wherever 
religions have been used or misused to fan the flames of hatred; and 


- to review the ongoing theological reflection and action of the churches 
to eliminate teaching and structures which prevent women from living 
the full meaning of our baptismal equality. 


We know that in our hearts, minds, bodies that in these calls to our brothers 
and sisters nothing less than the survival of millions of girls and boys, 
women and men is at stake. The promise of abundant life for all is our 
concrete hope for the 21st century. The struggle to realize this hope is the 
action through which we aspire to live our faith. [EPS] 
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Post-Soviet churches forge new relations in face of civil unrest 


By Stephen Brown : 

MOSCOW--Orthodox, protestant and Roman Catholic leaders from throughout the 
former Soviet Union and the Baltic States have taken an unprecedented step to 
forge closer relations in the face of continuing civil unrest and ethnic 
conflicts in many parts of the region since the break up of the USSR. 


A meeting of over 100 delegates from the Confederation of Independent States 
(CIS) and the Baltic States agreed to set up a coordinating forum to cover the 
CIS and the Baltic after three days of talks (21-23 June) in Moscow. 


The delegates condemned the violence accompanying inter-ethnic conflicts and 
civil unrest. Although delegates, in a final statement, denied that the 
conflicts had religious grounds, a senior Russian Orthodox leader, 
Metropolitan Kirill, admitted that "many acts of violence have involved people 
who consider themselves Christians or adherents of other religions". 


"With all our authority [we] testify that the use of religious motivation for 
fanning up conflicts and justifying unwarrantable violence is a sin against 
the Lord and the Gospel," the participants stated in their final document. 


The true cause of the conflicts, they claimed, was totalitarianism, which had 
suppressed national emotions, and the fact that the peoples "building their 
statehood" had not learned to "use freedom for their own benefit and for the 
benefit of others". 


It is the first major inter-church meeting since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, and the first to include representatives of the Roman Catholic church 
in Russia since the church was re-established in 1991. 


Russia, which is trying to maintain the CIS and re-establish economic and 
security ties with CIS countries, has stability on its frontiers and the 
establishment of close ties with former Soviet republics (the so-called "near 
abroad") as its highest foreign policy priorities. 


However, neither Estonia’s Lutheran church, nor Lithuania’s Roman Catholic 
church, both majority denominations in their countries, took part in the 
conference. 


Opening the conference, Patriarch Alexei II of the Russian Orthodox Church 
told delegates that "inter-ethnic, political and social conflicts are 
threatening the very future of our states". 


His warning was echoed by Metropolitan Kirill, the head of the Russian 
Orthodox Church’s external relations department, who spoke of a threat 
"hanging over the life and dignity of millions of people, including children, 
old people and women. Innocent blood is being shed in many places. Dozens of 
thousands of families have been left without a roof over their head or forced 
to flee their native land. 


"We have begun to live according to the law of war, and it is the first and 
the most terrible offspring yielded by the bitter seed of totalitarianism," 
he said. 


The three co-chairmen of the preparatory committee which organized the 
conference, entitled "Christian Faith and Human Enmity", were’ Metropolitan 
Kirill, Petr Konovalchik, of the Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists of 
the Russian Federation, and Archbishop Tadeusz Kondrusevic, Apostolic 
Administrator of Roman Catholics in the European part of Russia. 


The conference coincided with continuing reports of tensions and conflict 
throughout the former Soviet Union. On the day the conference opened, 21 June, 
the Russian president, Boris Yeltsin, ordered Russian authorities unilaterally 
to demarcate the border with Estonia after the two countries failed to agree 
in a territorial dispute. 


On the same day the Russian parliament gave the go-ahead for the despatch of 
Russian peacekeepers to the troubled Black Sea region of Abkhazia, which has 
declared itself independent of Georgia since separatist forces overran the 
country in autumn 1994. [more] 
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At the same time, reports emerged of further casualties in Tadjikistan, where 
the Russian-backed government has been fighting Islamic rebels for control of 
the country. 


The conference took place in the Danilov monastery, which was founded as the 
first cloister in Moscow in 1282 by Prince Daniel. It was confiscated by 
Stalin in 1930 and turned into a prison for young offenders, but was handed 
back to the Russian Orthodox Church in 1983. Some have interpreted the 
restoration of the monastery, which is now guarded by volunteer Cossack 
troops, as a symbol of Russian and Orthodox pre-eminence. 


However, Manfred Brockmann, a Lutheran pastor serving in Vladivostok, Russia’s 
far-east, told EPS that it was "significant" that an inter-confessional 
conference had been able to take place in the Danilov monastery. He hoped that 
the meeting would create a climate of confidence between confessions at local 
level. 


Speaking of the need for coordination between churches, Kirill told delegates: 
"The time has come to think together about establishing a regular forum of 
Christian churches and religious associations in our region for coordination 
of peace-making and other ecclesio-social initiatives and resolution of inter- 
confessional problems." 


He also called for a "revival of inter-religious cooperation". 


According to a senior official of the Russian Orthodox Church, it -is7net 
intended to form a council of churches for the CIS and Baltic states, although 
such a possibility was not explicitly ruled out at the conference. 


Instead, it is hoped to find a flexible structure which could also allow 
representatives of other faiths, particularly Islam, to take part in its work. 


Kondrusevic told EPS: "The forum should not only be Christian," but should 
also be open for representatives of other faiths. "It is important for such 
a big country," he said. 


"Such inter-confessional organizations should be created in all regions," said 
Akhmed Salikhovitch Tagaev from Dagistan, a predominantly Muslim autonomous 
republic in Russia, one of the Islamic representatives at the meeting. 


According to a final statement published at the end of the conference, 
membership of the forum should be limited to bodies which have "traditionally 
served in the CIS and the Baltic countries", thus excluding religious bodies 
which have recently been established. 


Behind this is a concern, expressed by Orthodox, protestant and Roman 
Catholics alike, about the activities of foreign "proselytizing" missionaries 
who have moved into the CIS since the collapse of communism. 


Ioann Mirolyubov, moderator of the church council of the Latvian Old 
Believers’ church, spoke of proselytism being an "invasion into other’s 
cultural space". 


Metropolitan Kirill played a key role in the drafting of the final appeal, 
showing a deft sense of realpolitik, when it came to squaring the demands of 
participants from Russia, and from republics which declared their independence 
from the Soviet Union. 


At one point he told a participant who complained about the use of the term 
CIS, rather than "former Soviet Union": "We should not avoid the CIS, although 
I don’t like it at all. But the political realities and what we like or not 
are two different things." 


e@Jean Fischer, general secretary of the Conference of European Churches (CEC), 
attending the conference as an observer, welcomed the plan to set upa 
co-ordinating forum and invited representatives of the new forum to take part 
in a meeting of councils of churches in The Netherlands in November. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.02 
Leader of Russia’s new Roman Catholics calls for cooperation 


By Stephen Brown 

MOSCOW--The leader of Russia’s Roman Catholics has called for cooperation 
between different Christian communities in Russia and other post-communist 
countries. 


Archbishop Tadeusz Kondrusevic, Apostolic Administrator of Roman Catholics in 
the European part of Russia, told an inter-denominational conference in Moscow 
on 22 June that "such cooperation is especially important for post-communist 
countries where society has found itself without any spiritual foundation 
after decades of atheism". 


Kondrusevic, originally from Belarus, who was appointed Apostolic 
Administrator in 1991, was one of three co-chairmen of the conference, which 
brought together more than 100 representatives of Orthodox, Roman Catholic and 
protestant churches from throughout the territory of the former Soviet Union. 


Some observers have interpreted Kondrusevic’s remarks as criticism of the 
dominant role of the Russian Orthodox Church in post-communist Russia. He told 
the conference that present-day society was a pluralistic or "Open" community, 
"more often than not", which meant "that there is no longer one spiritual 
force or value system to unite it". 


"There are various economic, social, political and cultural forces having 
different origins," Kondrusevic said. "In such a Situation, tolerance and 
cooperation between various positive forces are essential." 


There have recently been claims of friction between Orthodox and Roman 
Catholics in towns where the Roman Catholic Church is becoming established. 


There are no accurate statistics for the number of Roman Catholics in European 
Russia, but Kondrusevic told EPS that the figure was about 300 000, with 67 
parishes but only 10 "churches". There are between 15 and 20 chapels, but in 
other places Roman Catholics had to meet in public rooms. Fifty-six priests 
from 15 different countries serve the parishes. 


Before the revolution there were three Roman Catholic churches in Moscow, but 
they were gradually closed, one turned into a cinema. A French priest worked 
in Moscow until the late 1930s when he was expelled. A Roman Catholic church 
was re-opened in Moscow, under close supervision by the authorities, in the 
1950s. 


Kondrusevic quoted a public opinion poll published in Russia in 1992, showing 
that only nine per cent of those interviewed believed that Russian "national 
traditional religions" (Orthodoxy and Islam) should be given "more rights" 
than "new religions" (Catholicism, Baptist churches and others). 


Of those polled, 75 per cent believed that "all religions should have 
absolutely equal rights". The same survey showed that the percentage of those 
favouring church involvement in public life had declined from 74 per cent in 
1990 to 48 per cent in 1991. 


"Every Christian confession has its own specific traditions in introducing the 
faithful to public life. This heritage ought to be respected. On the other 
hand, however, it is urgent that it should be adjusted to present-day needs," 
Kondrusevic said. 


He quoted with approval a statement by Patriarch Alexei II of the Russian 
Orthodox Church stating that "the church should be separated from the state; 
[the church] should be free from its interference in [its] internal affairs, 
and [the church] in turn, should not interfere in the political affairs of the 
state". 


The Vatican signalled its support for the Roman Catholic Church in Russia by 
sending to the conference a delegation led by Cardinal Cassidy, president of 
the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. 


Cassidy told participants: "Very often the problems which the ecumenical 
movement has to face can only be resolved when there exists at the local level 
an atmosphere of acceptance, respect and cooperation." [more] 
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He hoped the conference would "help to create such an atmosphere among the 
Christian communities represented here and so contribute to the ecumenical 
movement on a global basis". 


However, Jean Fischer, general secretary of the Conference of European 
Churches (CEC), attending the conference as an observer, questioned a 
reference by Kondrusevic about church support for Christian parties and 
unions. 


"My observation is that when parties are trying to speak as ue inspired by 
Christianity, they have been trying to hijack the values of the Gospel for 
political ends," Fischer said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.03 
WCC must ‘prepare ground’ for eucharistic communion 


GENEVA--The next assembly of the World Council of Churches, to be held in 
1998, must "prepare the ground" for eucharistic communion between different 
Christian confessions, Professor Ion Bria, the WCC’s outgoing director for 
unity and renewal, has told EPS. 


The World Council of Churches is a fellowship of churches, currently 324, from 
more than 100 countries. It includes protestant, Anglican and. Orthodox 
churches, but the Roman Catholic Church is not a member. 


Bria, interviewed at the Ecumenical Centre, Geneva, shortly before his 
retirement after more than 21 years of service with the Council, was speaking 
after the publication of a WCC Unit I report on Christian spirituality. The 
report followed a seminar held in Iasi, Romania, earlier this year. 


According to the report, "Christian spirituality, rooted in the suffering, 
reconciling, and uniting love of God in the world, is affronted and even 
astonished by broken bread and poured out wine that cannot be fully shared." 


The participants at the seminar called on the WCC to make "fresh efforts, and 
[propose] new guidelines, on eucharistic sharing in time for the Eighth 
Assembly of the WCC." 


Bria admitted that the Eighth Assembly in 1998 would not itself be ready for 
eucharistic sharing, but insisted that WCC members realize it was a "scandal" 
that the assembly "would not be united as a eucharistic community". 


WCC members have not yet explored all the potential in their traditions that 
might allow eucharistic sharing, Bria said. He pointed to the experience of 
the Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox churches that had succeeded after a long 
period of "constructive theological dialogue" of preparing the way for 
immediate eucharistic communion. 


Bria was enthusiastic about the seminar. "What was new about the seminar was 
its concentration on renewal," Bria, who is himself a Romanian Orthodox 
priest, told EPS. 


"There can be no unity of the church without the renewal of the church. The 
search for visible unity of the church is not just related to theological 
convergence and the manifestation of solidarity with other people, but also 
with the renewal of the church’s spirituality," he said. 


According to Bria, the renewal must include greater solidarity, greater 
holiness, community life, piety of people, how people are praying together, 


worship, prayer, compassion, meditation, mystical and monastic experiences. 


The WCC could play an important role in helping to share experiences of 
spirituality throughout the world, he said, recalling how he had suddenly 
discovered people in South Africa singing the Orthodox kyrie. It could also 
help to promote not only contextual theology but also contextual worship and 
prayer. 


As well as promoting eucharistic communion, participants at the seminar called 
for a new initiative for the common celebration of Easter. The seminar took 
place during the Orthodox Easter, four weeks after Western Easter. [EPS] 


Copies of the report of the consultation on ‘Christian Spirituality for our 
times’ are available from WCC - Unit I, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2. 


EPS 94.07.04 
Russia’s mainstream churches grow anxious as cults prosper 


MOSCOW--The positive changes that have brought religious freedom to Russia 
have also allowed "destructive actions by some religious and pseudo-religious 
groups" which have darkened religious and inter-confessional relations, 
according to Patriarch Alexei II, head of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


Alexei’s remarks about the activities both of new "proselytizing" missionary 
movements and new age religious cults were supported by many church leaders, 
Orthodox, protestant and Roman Catholic. He was speaking at an inter- 
confessional conference on "Christian faith and human enmity", held in June 
at the Danilov monastery in Moscow. 


The participants, drawn from the mainstream denominations in Russia, the other 
members of the Commonwealth of Independent States, and the Baltic states, said 
that they were "concerned" about the activities of "pseudo-religious groups" 
whom they accused, in a statement issued at the end of the conference, of 
undermining "life, health, human rights, freedom and dignity". 


The conference coincided with the news that a public committee has been formed 
in Moscow to campaign for restrictions on the activities of extreme religious 
movements, in advance of an investigation to be launched by Moscow's city 
council. The committee for saving the young has united 200 families who have 
lost relatives to cults and sects, according to a report in the Moscow Times. 


Already 420 religious groups are registered in Moscow, and the city 
prosecutor’s office has started investigations into two of them, the White 
Brotherhood and the Mother of God centre. 


An independent commission will be formed by lawyers, religious experts and 
doctors early in July to examine the problem. 

About 500 members of the White Brotherhood were detained by the Ukrainian 
authorities in November 1993 as they gathered in Kiev to wait for the end of 
the world with their leader, called the Living God, Mariya Devy Khristos. 


@ A German theologian has accused the World Council of Churches of 
participating in a "campaign against the new Russia" by opposing changes in 
Russia’s religious laws which would have made the activities of "totalitarian 
religious groups" more difficult, according to the German press service epd. 


Russian President Boris Yeltsin refused to approve the changes after protests, 
including those of the WCC, that the proposals would limit religious freedom 
in Russia. [EPS 93.07.26] 


Thomas Gandow, an expert on religious cults from the Evangelical Church in 
Berlin-Brandenburg, told an audience in Moscow in June that the WCC had "very 
rarely" protested against religious repression in Soviet Union during the time 
of communist government. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.05 
KGB successors return Russian Orthodox icons 


MOSCOW--Twelve icons, mostly dating from the sixteenth century, stolen from 
the Russian Orthodox Church since 1990, have been returned to the church by 
Russia’s federal counter-intelligence service (FSK), the successor to the 
former KGB. 


The icons were handed back to Patriarch Alexei II, head of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, by FSK’s director, Sergei Stepashin, in a ceremony on 20 June 
at the Danilov monastery, Alexei’s official residence. 


It is the first time that such items have been publicly returned to the church 
by the agency. Until now, confiscated icons have been given to museums or 
foundations. 


"It is not avgift, but the»return of the icons to their rightful owner", 
Stepashin said during the ceremony. Alexei, thanking the agency, said that the 
icons belonged not to the church, but to the entire country. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.06 
International finance bodies rebuked by ecumenical leader 


By Stephen Brown 

BRUSSELS--Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of Churches 
(wcc), told an international conference held at the European Parliament on 27 
June that international financial institutions increasingly served the 
interests of the powerful, of the economic and profit centres of the north. 


"Churches are usually closer to the people than to the global’ structure,” 
Raiser said, adding that he believed the WCC should "join forces - even more 
than it has done so far - with groups of civil society and non-governmental 
organizations in formulating and fostering alternatives that are a genuine 
expression of the aspirations of people". 


Raiser had been invited to discuss the European Union's role in “the 
international economic order and its responsibility for sustainable 
development, alongside European Commission (EC) officials, members of the 
European Parliament, and witnesses and experts from the southern hemisphere 
and Eastern Europe. 


The meeting was organized by Kairos Europa to discuss alternatives to the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank before the 50th anniversary (on 
22 July) of the Bretton Woods conference which established the two 
organizations on which the post-Second World War international economic order 
is based. 


Kairos Europa, a network of peace, justice and human rights groups, was 
founded after the European Ecumenical Assembly in Basel in 1989. Kairos is a 
Greek word meaning "a time of crisis and decision". The hearing at the 
Brussels premises of the European Parliament was part of three days of action 
in Brussels. 


Ulrich Duchrow, ecumenical secretary of the protestant churches in Baden and 
coordinator of the Kairos Europa campaign, criticised the fact that although 
officials of the European Commission and members of the European Parliament 
were present, the EU’s Council of Ministers had not been willing to send a 
representative to the meeting. 


The day before the public hearing, about 200 people, some of them in chains 
decorated with dollar signs to symbolize the power of international finance, 
gathered outside the Brussels stock exchange for three hours of music, street 
theatre and speeches. A four-metre high artificial chocolate cake symbolised 
the 50th anniversary of the Bretton Woods institutions. Afterwards, the 
participants rose up and threw off their chains. 


The public hearing in the European Parliament was overshadowed by an incident 
in which a top EC official responsible for development policy stormed out of 
the meeting claiming that participants had "insulted" him. 


Peter Pooley, the European Commission’s acting director general for 
development, criticized statements by witnesses and experts from the southern 
hemisphere and from Eastern Europe Critical of IMF and World Bank policies, 
and questioned whether it was "worth opening a dialogue at all". 


The meeting of more than 100 people exploded in outrage after Pooley told 
them: "If you do not want to talk to me in terms that make sense, then there 
is no point in me talking to you." 


After one participant replied to Pooley that he "had not come to Brussels to 
be insulted by anybody", Pooley said neither had he. Pooley gathered his 
papers together and stormed out of the meeting. Outside he told bystanders: 
"I am going to something more important," but he refused a request from EPS 
for a comment and left the building. 


But another EC official, Ricardo Petrella, who is director of the EC’s FAST 
research programme, later told the meeting that he welcomed the fact that the 
hearing was taken place. "I am pleased that we have people with refreshing 
proposals," he said. 


Referring to the behaviour of Pooley, Raiser accused the European Commission 
of being "an instrument of power". He told the meeting: "I am ashamed, as a 
citizen of the EU, about the contempt and the refusal of critical dialogue 
with partners of the south, and shocked at the total lack of democratic 
culture in this house of the European Parliament. [more] 
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"We would not be talking about sustainable development, we would not have had 
numerous UN-sponsored economic conferences, if the present situation were 
sustainable," Raiser said. 


The testimony of speakers invited to the meeting had provided "ample witness 
which supports also what we read, that the present situation is not 
sustainable, either in human, social or economic terms", Raiser added. 


"Do we talk about the reality of the statistics of Gross Domestic Product or 
the reality that most people experience?" he asked. 


He said that there were two basic causes for non-sustainable development - the 
"economic paradigm of development" ‘and "the increasing deregulation of 
financial and capital markets". 


"The demand that there be some basic change to the system should at least be 
entertained as a legitimate demand," he said. 


The policies of the Bretton Woods institutions did not match their "stated 
aims and purposes, still less the aims and purposes for which they were 
created", Raiser said. 


The end of the Cold War provided a chance to start a process of "critical 
reassessment without getting stuck in ideological confrontation". He called 
forewtie. creation. Or - structures "of “global “governance” including ‘a 
strengthening of the United Nations, that would promote’ sustainable 
development. 


But he warned that an "almost exclusive focus on global governance for 
reorientation could become a trap", both socially and ecologically. 


Raiser said there was a need to re-establish viable communities on local and 
national levels, and that all the evidence indicated that alternatives would 
grow from below if people were allowed to define their own path of social 
development. 


Raiser pointed to the Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society, a church- 
sponsored development bank, as "a model of a new form of conditionality which 
respects the call for democratic and social sustainability". 


Davison Budhoo, from Grenada, told the hearing how popular pressure in the 
country had persuaded the government to support alternative proposals to those 
of the International Monetary Fund and World Bank. The government of Grenada 
had signed the IMF and World Bank "Structural Adjustment Programmes" (SAPs) 
under protest, but was working with the Bretton Woods Reform Organisation to 
develop an alternative SAP. Budhoo, who is a former World Bank official who 
resigned in protest at bank policies, told EPS that this situation was 
"absolutely unique" among developing countries. 


The proposals of Kairos Europa received support from a number of European 
parliamentarians attending the hearing. Christa Randzio-Plath, chair of the 
Monetary Affairs Sub-Committee of the European Parliament, called for the 
establishment of a development council and a world economic council as part 
of a process of restructuring the United Nations. Walter Romberg, one of the 
East German observers in the European Parliament and finance minister in the 
transitional government after the 1989 revolution in East Germany, claimed 
that there was a parallel between the economic dependency on the West of 
Central and Eastern Europe and the countries of the South. 


Speaking after the hearing Duchrow said that it had been a success, but he 
told EPS that he believed there were great contradictions in the European 
Commission. "We find people like Ricardo Petrella who are 100 per cent on our 
side. On the other hand there are people like Peter Pooley who walk out and 
refuse dialogue," he said. 


@®In a report issued on 28 June in LONDON, Christian Aid and the World Wide 
Fund for Nature (UK) condemned the failure of the World Bank and the IMF to 
reduce poverty and to promote sustainable development, and challenged the two 
Organizations to revise their terms for loans to poor countries, and increase 
their accountability. "Poor countries need ‘structural adjustment’ in northern 
industrial nations to remove economic obstacles like unfair trade and debt," 
according to Christian Aid’s head of policy, Paul Spray. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.07 
Gay and lesbian Christians demand full recognition by US churches 


By Tracy Early 
NEW YORK--Up to 300 gay men and women protesting at the headquarters of the 
US National Council of Churches (NCC) in New York on 24 June were surprised 
to see the NCC’s general secretary, Joan Brown Campbell, joining their 
demonstration. 


"I. couldn’t figure it out," said Troy Perry, founder of the Universal 
Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches (UFMCC), the Christian 
homosexual group that sponsored the: demonstration. 


The UFMCC has conducted a prolonged campaign to win recognition from the NCC, 
but in 1983 the NCC voted to "postpone indefinitely" any decision on 
membership. In 1992 the NCC decided to take no action on a request for 
observer status. 


At a press conference before the demonstration at the Interchurch Center, 
where NCC offices are located, Perry said that on issues of civil rights the 
NCC "will pass anything we want". But he complained that it would not act on 
the religious issue of full acceptance of gay people in the churches on 
matters such as ordination. 


Nancy Wilson, UFMCC ecumenical officer, said in a speech during the protest 
that it was "time to demand that the church and religious institutions like 
the NCC use their money, power, scholarship, influence and property to support 
the end of religious abuse of gay and lesbian people". 


"We will stand against you, we will stand up to you, in your face, until you 
hear us and change," she promised. 


As the Interchurch Center is nicknamed the "God-box", the UFMCC made "Hands 
around the God-box" its theme of the day. After a service in front of the 
building, which occupies a city block, the protesters joined hands to circle 
the building, holding a rainbow ribbon. 


Campbell had earlier told staff they were free to participate in the 
demonstration. Several other NCC executives, including Eileen Lindner, 
ecumenical relations officer, and Joseph Agne, race relations secretary, also 
joined the demonstrators. 


Campbell later said that she did not believe the demonstration was really 
against the NCC. She had joined the gathering, she said, because the NCC could 
stand with them on some of their issues, though it could not on some others 
that would depend on decisions of the NCC’s member churches. 


Perry, a former Pentecostal minister, founded the UFMCC with a service in his 
living room in Los Angeles several months before the 1969 Stonewall riot which 
was the start of a campaign by gay men and lesbians to win greater recognition 
in the United States. At a gay bar called Stonewall, in New York’s Greenwich 
Village, homosexuals decided to fight rather than flee when police raided on 
thea wioght. of 2.7 “dune sl aeg: 


Gay men and lesbians from around the world came to New York in June this year 
for the 25th anniversary of Stonewall. Coinciding in New York with ocue 
anniversary were the Gay Games IV, a series of athletic contests begun in San 
Francisco in 1982 on the Olympic model to overcome the image of gay men as 
effeminate. 


On 26 June this year, as part of the Stonewall anniversary, protesters took 
part in a mass march past United Nations headquarters, demanding international 
acceptance of homosexuality as a matter of human rights. 


Along with sharing in general events, the UFMCC and homosexual groups from 
other denominations arranged programmes of their own. Dignity, an organization 
of gay Roman Catholics, held a special mass anda forum, demonstrated in front 
of the Roman Catholic cathedral, St Patrick’s, and supported the UFMCC 
activities. 


@Also in NEW YORK, Religious News Service reports that Otis Charles, a retired 
Episcopal Church bishop, has called on gay Christians to declare their 
sexuality. Charles, who only recently disclosed his homosexuality, said in a 
sermon to gay Christians: "When I call myself a faggot, I am proudly taking 
control of my life. It’s my way of resisting being invisible." [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.08 
Presbyterian Church survives ‘’Re-imagining’ controversy 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--Despite rumours of a possible church split, the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) has, according. jitoleits wolerk ys -reached,.ia 
surprising degree of unity on handling the "most acrimonious ifSsue" before ty, 
the "Re-imagining" conference [EPS 94.03.05]. 


After the assembly closed in Wichita, Kansas, on 17 June, the assembly’s 
clerk, James Andrews, said the basis had been laid for reconciliation in the 
church. Andrews did not think agreement was reached by papering over 
differences, but that much "depends on where we go from here". 


A committee report called for further exploration of issues raised in the "Re- 
imagining" conference, but without violating theological boundaries of the 
church, he said. More than 98 per cent of the commissioners approved the 
report, and Andrews remarked that "we don’t usually get that high a vote to 
adjounnstorr, lunch". 


The "Re-imagining" conference, held last November in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
was organized by an ecumenical committee as a contribution to the World 
Council of Churches’ (WCC) Ecumenical Decade: Churches in Solidarity with 
Women. Critics attacked theological views presented at the conference and 
claimed that the concept of "sophia" was used to promote goddess worship. 


The Presbyterian Church had made a USS 66 000 grant to the conference, and, 
as the attack grew in strength after the event, some Presbyterians said they 
would withhold their donations in protest [EPS 94.04.42]. Andrews had 
estimated that the loss would run into the millions, but after the general 
assembly he said the loss would depend on how church members and congregations 
reacted to the compromise agreement. 


The compromise, worked out after extensive hearings by an Assembly Committee 
on General Assembly Council Review, expressed partial agreement with both 
sides. It said that "some of the theological content of conference 
presentations and worship rituals not only extended beyond the boundaries of 
the Reformed theological tradition but also beyond that tradition’s 
understanding of what makes faith Christian". 


Although, according to the committee report, some conference participants 
found use of "sophia" liberating, the term was employed "in ways that imply 
worship of a divine manifestation distinctly different from" the triune God 
of the church. 


On the other hand, the report noted that some church staff members were hurt 
by attacks on their "integrity and intentions", and some conference 
participants by "the assumption that they are not capable of critical 
theological judgement". 


"We reaffirm our church’s commitment to solidarity with women, especially in 
the important task of thinking theologically," the assembly said. It said the 
dispute was "primarily a theological crisis". 


Tensions had been somewhat reduced by an announcement shortly before the 
assembly [EPS 94.06.02] that Mary Ann Lundy, the staff member who arranged for 
the $66 000 grant, would be leaving her job on 1 July. She was present at the 
assembly, and told a group supporting her that the controversy was about 
biblical interpretation, gender, sexuality and whether power in the church 
would be held by "those who seek justice or those who seek unity". 


Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the WCC, preached on 15 June at an 
ecumenical service held by the assembly. Calling the Presbyterian conflict 
a "crisis of growth and transformation", he recommended a focus on Paul’s 
concept of the body of Christ as a way to affirm "legitimate diversity" and 
"essential unity" at the same time. 


At a press conference, Raiser said that the "Re-imagining" conference was "one 
of the most ecumenical meetings held in this country in a long while", and the 
"Drovocative formulations" of some speakers "nothing outrageous". 


Those who had taken part in the "Re-imagining" conference, Raiser said, had 
"agreed on the need to open their horizons. It is unfair to assess it now with 
different criteria." [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.09 
Mission and evangelism conference to be held in Brazil 


By Edmund Doogue 

GENEVA--The next Conference on World Mission and Evangelism, to begin on 25 
November 1996, will be held in the city of Salvador, in northeastern Brazil, 
a region with a reputation for lively religious life, which includes Afro- 
Brazilian and pentecostalist groups, mainline protestant and Roman Catholic 
churches. 


Ana Langerak, a pastor ordained in the Lutheran Church in Costa Rica who is 
executive director of the World Council of Churches’ Unit II - Churches in 
Mission: Health, Education and Witness, said that the location for the 
conference would give the 500 or more participants the ideal opportunity to 
consider the question of the relationship between Gospel and culture which 
will be the focus of the conference. 


"Tt was important to choose a place where the issues of Gospel and culture are 
relevant to the conference, and where we can again make the point about the 
churches’ solidarity with the poor and the marginalized," she said. 


The executive group of the Unit II commission, which met in Geneva on 21 and 
22 June, chose the conference location, Salvador, a city of about two million 
people in the state of Bahia, as well as the theme, "Called to one hope: the 
Gospel in Diverse Cultures". Langerak said there was general agreement in’ the 
group about the theme and the location. 


The first half of the theme, taken from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians ("There 
is one body and one spirit - just as you were called to one hope"), focuses 
on the biblical text which provides the basis for the conference, while the 
second half of the theme focuses on the subject matter for the conference. 


A major issue at the conference will be the sensitive question of how hundreds 
of different expressions of Christianity from the world’s varied cultures can 
be in dialogue with one another. 


On the issue of the relationship between Gospel and culture, Langerak said: 
"We hope this conference will not just discuss the issue in a general way, but 
actually look at how the Gospel is proclaimed in culture, and help the 
churches to come up with fresh attitudes for their vital work of mission." 


The WCC is engaged in a study of the relationship between Gospel and culture, 
the results of which will be fed into the 1996 conference. 


Langerak said that Christians from traditional European and North American 
churches would find themselves ‘challenged by the styles of worship in 
Brazilian popular churches, which were characterised by "spontaneity in 
worship, a strong sense of the direct relationship between their every-day 
concerns and worship." 


Brazilians openly gave expression in worship to their concerns - such as 
malaria or domestic violence, whereas in European styles of worship such 
concerns were articulated in "a more couched way", Langerak said. 


One of the important questions to be addressed at the conference will be the 
current debate about proselytism and "competitive mission", which is causing 
concern in several regions of the world - especially Eastern Europe and 
Russia, East Asia and Latin America, where the established churches are uneasy 
about the large numbers of converts to newly arrived religious organizations. 


"We are going to facilitate prior consultations [on proselytism] and produce 
a document for the conference to consider," Langerak said, adding that it was 
not the WCC’s intention to turn the gathering into a seminar on proselytism. 


On the matter of who will attend, Langerak said the main concern was not to 
"fill quotas" of, for example, lay people and clergy, but "to ensure that we 
have people from as many different perspectives as possible". 


"The Unit II commission," Langerak said, "is eager to involve people working 
on issues of mission, Gospel and culture in their daily lives." 


She added that Brazilian churches were already showing great enthusiasm in 
preparations for the 1996 conference. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.10 
CEC and WCC aim to put a new face on image of European women 


By Edmund Doogue 

GENEVA--"When we speak of European women, the image is of a Dutch woman, a 
German woman, or a Nordic woman. It doesn’t include women from Tirana or 
Bucharest, though they are in the majority," says Irja Askola, a Lutheran 
pastor employed by the Conference of European Churches (CEC) to work on Inter- 
Church Service and the Ecumenical Decade of the Churches in Solidarity with 
Women. 


"I am very much convinced that when European churches talk about women’s 
issues, the agenda, even the vocabulary, is very much Western-orientated." 


To try to correct this Western bias in the image of European women and to make 
churches more sensitive to the issues facing women in Eastern Europe, the 
women’s desks of CEC and the World Council of Churches (WCC) held a seminar 
from in June at the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near Geneva, for 13 women 
from 11 East European countries. The youngest participant was 22 years old, 
the oldest 67. Orthodox, Reformed, Baptist, Lutheran and Hussite church women 
were present, including pastors, medical doctors, secretaries and academics. 


"It was a brainstorming session, with a very practical aim, to help us at CEC 
and WCC to see what the issues are," said Askola, who is Finnish. 
"Communication was in broken, ecumenical English. None of us had the privilege 
of using our own language, so we were all equal. For me, coming from a 
minority language country, it was very releasing. Communication was good." 


One of the most important concerns for churches raised at the meeting was the 
rapid spread of conservative, fundamentalist theology in Eastern Europe. 


"For 40 years [under communism], people were geared to the notion that there 
was only one way of thinking, that they had to accept what they were told," 
Askola told EPS. "After that experience, conservative theology couldn’t fit 
in better." Women at the seminar had expressed concern about the rapid growth 
of fundamentalist Christianity and about a tendency to oppress women. "The 
ecumenical community needs to inform these women that there is a choice of 
theologies available to them," Askola said. "It’s not a matter of telling the 
women which theology they should follow, but of pointing out the choice." 


Women in Eastern Europe needed help to adjust to changes after living in 
societies where disagreement was possible only "within your own walls". A new 
Civil society was gradually being developed where people could make the 
connection between their own beliefs and society at large, after the banning 
of real discussion of such a link for so many years, Askola said. 


Another major concern expressed by the Eastern European women was family 
issues. "There are many single-parent families in Eastern Europe," Askola 
said. "In the big cities there are rising numbers of street children." 


While some of the benefits of communism, like job security, had disappeared, 
many elements of a free, democratic society had not yet been developed. "Mafia 
groups are growing in power and brutal use of prostitution is growing." 


Difficulties faced by women at the seminar were - useful reminder to churches 
in Western Europe. "A Bulgarian woman at the seminar had had to pay a quarter 
of her month’s salary to get a Swiss visa," Askola said. "We reimbursed her, 
but the point is that ordinarily these women cannot afford to travel." 


Many of the participants displayed a "Russiaphobia" because of their 
experiences in the Soviet era, Askola said. Many women, for example, had seen 
their sons forced into the Soviet army. However, Askola said, the seminar’s 
Russian participant had useful discussions with the other women, and explained 
that Russians too had often been victims of the Soviet system. 


One of the most important lessons for the ecumenical community was to realize 
that "all these [East European] churches are in the process of trying to find 
ways of working beyond church walls," Askola said. "Whenever we can support 
women to identify social problems, we can help. For example, we can help them 
to see that domestic violence is not something that they should be ashamed of 
and afraid to speak about." Askola said that WCC and CEC could also help East 
European women to find support networks. 


"For us the main task is to give faces to East European women - so we don’t 
just regard them as ‘a bloc’," she said. [EPS] 


| EPS 94.07.11 
Ecumenical gathering looks forward to ex-Yugoslavia after the war 


GENEVA--The tragic news of neglect, hunger and death in former Yugoslavia is 
increasingly tempered by news of successful relief and humanitarian 
operations, according to ecumenical aid agencies working in the region. 


A "round table" gathering, coordinated by Nico Keulemans, Emergencies Officer 
at the World Council of Churches (WCC), in cooperation with Hungarian 
Interchurch Aid, the Conference of European Churches, the Lutheran World 
Federation, and other ecumenical groups, brought together 40 people in 
Budapest in early June. Almost half of them are working in church-related 
humanitarian work in Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 


The need for local and international humanitarian work was "more necessary 
than ever", participants said in a statement. 


"Ah cease-fire or prospects of long-term peace will give rise to needs and 
demands to increase activities that go beyond emergency needs for food, 
medicine and shelter," the statement said. "If 1993 was relief-orientated, 
1994 and 1995 must provide as many bridges towards peace and normality as 
possible. 


"Homes must be repaired, seeds must be planted, water and electricity supplies 
must be restored, schools and clinics must be rebuilt and restaffed. 


"This calls for a programme of reconstruction on a scale so vast that it 
recalls the Marshall Plan after World War II (although it may be noted that 
Yugoslavia, which suffered such genocide and destruction at that time, never 
benefited from such generous reconstruction as did some other countries). 


"The international community at both government and non-governmental level is 
called upon to rise to the present opportunities to rebuild all the countries 
of the former Yugoslavia." 


Carol Abel, executive secretary for Europe in the WCC’s unit for sharing and 
service, told EPS that aid workers from ex-Yugoslavia described to the 
gathering many positive new initiatives and many actions and ventures that 
overcame ethnic divisions in the region. 


"One of the Orthodox participants told us how he had accompanied Muslims to 
the border of Bosnia to help them sort out their problems," Abel said. "John 
Wood, who is working with the Lutheran World Federation, told us how he had 
persuaded the UNHCR to put permanent roofing - rather than plastic sheeting - 
on homes in Croatia where there is now no further danger of shelling." 


Participants at the round table pointed out that "a distinctive feature of 
church-related, humanitarian aid, which may be less in quantity than that of 
governments or even of some secular agencies, is that it can involve local 
partners who themselves make major contributions through voluntary work and 
provision of facilities. The quality of caring and counselling is important, 
especially in the context of widespread traumas brought by the war, as are the 
ability to be flexible in response to new situations and the capacity to 
provide follow-up beyond emergency aid in terms of longer term 
rehabilitation." 


Abel said that in Bosnia a United Methodist project was doing valuable work 
in encouraging young unemployed people to build their own community centres 
and develop skills that would be useful to them in the future - such as 
technology and language training. 


The statement released at the end of the gathering stressed that "despite the 
depths of hatred and trauma, there were visions of learning again how to be 
good neighbours, how to protect minorities, how to restore mixed marriages, 
how to forgive enemies". 


Abel said that it had become apparent at the meeting that the WCC coordination 
of humanitarian aid - based on a division of ex-Yugoslavia with one lead 
agency in each region - had proved beneficial to ecumenical aid work in the 
region. [EPS] 


. EPS 94.07.12 
‘African women and children main victims of economic injustice’ 


By Miriam Reidy 

GENEVA--Economic injustice and armed conflict are the major causes of 
increasing violence against African women, according to participants ina 
regional seminar on violence against women held in Nyeri, Kenya, in May. 


The seminar, organised by the World Council of Churches (WCC), All Africa 
Conference of Churches (AACC) and the National Council of Churches of Kenya 
(NCCK), released a statement highlighting both causes: "Africa has witnessed 
and continues to experience devastating natural disasters such as droughts and 
floods. Ethnic, political and armed conflicts have led to unprecedented 
displacement of people within and without their national borders. 


"The structural adjustment programmes imposed on our nation states as a 
solution to the economic crisis, including the horrendous external debt, have 
had a negative impact of cuts in government expenditure in education, health 
care, and other social services. 


"In all these situations women and children have been the main victims." 


While stressing these aspects of the African context, the seminar - one ina 
series initiated in 1993 in response to a request to the WCC from women in 
various regions to address the issue of violence against women - paid less 
explicit attention to culture, tradition and socialisation than did the other 
regions, according to WCC Women’s Programme coordinator, Aruna Gnanadason. 


Whereas the Asian regional seminar had expressed strong concern about "dowry 


deaths", for example, genital mutilation was mentioned "only in passing" at 
Nyeri. Culturally imposed practices that violated women’s bodies existed in 
all regions, not only in Africa. "But that certainly doesn’t justify any 


custom that is violent," Gnanadason said. 


Participants came to Nyeri from churches and ecumenical bodies as well as 
secular groups. AACC and WCC staff, as well as four WCC representatives from 
other regions, were present. 


Among the various kinds of physical and psychological violence to which 
African women are exposed in the domestic and public spheres, participants 
specified three which are rarely mentioned. 


One was sons’ abuse of their mothers. This could be provoked by economic 
pressures resulting in unemployment, or by a new economic context in which 
sons no longer inherit land or livestock, and women are no longer economically 
active. 


While mothers were accorded respect in traditional African patriarchies, the 
breakup of extended family structures and the subsequent breakdown of in-built 
codes of conduct mechanisms also contributed to such abuse, according to 
Thembisile Majola from South Africa, who works in the WCC’s Women’s Office. 


Socialising of children, which unfortunately almost completely rests on 
women’s shoulders, plays a critical part in the shaping of their gender-based 
roles and attitudes. Women cannot, therefore, be expected to assume the role 
of gender sensitisation, as they too are victims of the very patriarchal set- 
up that perpetuates these roles. 


The Nyeri statement mentioned a second form of violence not so clearly 
identified in other regions: "Apart from being terrorized, displaced, raped, 
assaulted and killed by local fighters, many women have also been victims of 
rape and sexual abuse by UN and other peace-keeping forces." 


The seminar also saw AIDS as a form of violence against women. "While many 
husbands reserve the right to have extra-marital relationships, women are 
expected to stick to their partners and cannot refuse to sleep with them. 
Women are also denied the right to birth control. They are thus exposed to 
infection themselves, and give birth to infected babies," Majola explained. 


While many of the younger church-related participants at Nyeri tended to think 
that religion has liberated people from oppressive cultures, the collective 
statement did not hesitate to express a more critical view: "One would have 
thought that in the face of the evil of violence against women, the church 
would stand out as life-affirming. However this is often not the case. [more] 
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"Years of misuse of scripture and uncritical acceptance of patriarchal 
structures within culture and history have made the church accomplices and 
sometimes major actors in the violence against women. 


"Women have often been denied full participation in all aspects of the life 
of the church, even in cases where they have clearly experienced God’s call 
for service. 


"In many instances abused women have run to churches for refuge only to be 
further abused or callously blamed and sent back to the abusive situations. 


"Instead of a holistic approach to the human being, the church has often 
resorted to dualism, in which it focuses on the needs of the ‘spiritual’ and 
ignores the needs of the body." 


The statement called on African churches to re-examine themselves and their 
theological assumptions on man-woman relations to see where repentance is 
called for - an exercise that implies reinterpreting the Bible. The statement 
invited churches to revise theological education to prepare future ministers 
for "a more empowering ministry to all God’s people", and to use all of their 
forums to transmit the message that gender-based violence must end. [EPS] 


Miriam Reidy is the editorial assistant on One World, a monthly magazine of 
the World Council of Churches. 


EPS 94.07.13 
New Australian church council embraces 13 denominations 


SYDNEY--Australia’s churches took a major step in enhancing ecumenical 
relationships with the launch, on 3 July, of a new ecumenical body, the 
National Council of Churches in Australia (NCCA). 


The NCCA embraces 13 denominations, representing at least 85 per cent of 
Australian Christians and 63 per cent of the total population of Australia. 


The Anglican, Antiochian Orthodox, and Armenian Apostolic churches, Assyrian 
Church of the East, Churches of Christ, Coptic Orthodox and Greek Orthodox 
churches, Religious Society of Friends, Roman Catholic and Romanian Orthodox 
churches, Salvation Army, and Syrian Orthodox and Uniting churches are members 
of the NCCA. 


However the Lutheran Church in Australia (LCA) has decided not to be a 
foundation member of the new body. A postal vote of general synod delegates 
narrowly failed to win the two thirds majority required. The final vote was 
228 in favour of NCCA membership, 127 against. To have been passed, a "ves" 
vote of 236 was needed. 


Lance Steicke, LCA president, said that the matter would be reconsidered at 
the next LCA general synod in three years’ time, "when the result could very 
well be different". 


The NCCA supersedes the Australian Council of Churches (Acc), founded in 1946, 
but would be much more than an expanded version of the ACC, David Gill, the 
ACC’s general secretary, said. "Each member church has participated in the 
drafting of an entirely new constitution for the NCCA," Gill said. "This 
represents a fresh commitment - among more churches than ever before - to 
build on the past and take ecumenism to greater depths as we seek together the 
unity which Christ wills for the church." [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.14 
German church ends WCC suspension 


GENEVA--The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Schaumburg-Lippe has agreed to end 
the suspension of its WCC membership, after discussions with WCC general 
secretary, Konrad Raiser. The church, which with 70,000 members is the 
smallest German regional protestant church, suspended its WCC membership in 
1978 in protest against the WCC Programme to Combat Racism, which provided 
humanitarian assistance to liberation movements using violence to achieve 
political aims. On 11 June at the church’s Kirchentag [EPS 94.06.23] Raiser 
became the first serving WCC general secretary to address the church since its 
suspension of membership. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.15 
Ecumenical groups oppose French intervention in Rwanda 


GENEVA--Two international church organizations, the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) and the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC), have opposed the 
French government’s decision to send troops to Rwanda, amid claims that French 
army commanders in Rwanda are working closely with officials implicated in the 
murder and persecution of Tutsis. 


According to some media reports, the French force which was sent into Rwanda 
on 23 June depends, in some cases, on Rwandan officials who instigated the 
massacres to enforce measures to bring them to an end. 


One newspaper report claimed that a French commander in Rwanda, Colonel Didier 
Thibaut, played down atrocities against Tutsis by highlighting the sufferings 
of the majority Hutu population. 


"We are not in a war against the Rwandan government or the Rwandan armed 
forces. They are legal organizations. Some members may have blood on their 
hands, but not all. It is not my task and not my mandate to replace these 
people," he said. 


The WCC’s general secretary, Konrad Raiser, wrote on 21 June - before French 
troops were sent to Rwanda - to the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, Alain 
Juppé, suggesting that a French contingent in Rwanda would almost certainly 
further aggravate tensions and complicate international efforts to achieve a 
cease-fire and resolve the conflict. 


The letter pointed to the history of Franco-Rwandan relations and the 
perception of France’s role in the country and claimed that an overwhelming 
French military presence would compromise the UN Assistance Mission for Rwanda 
(UNAMIR) and its aims. The WCC said that it seriously questioned the 
credibility of France’s stated intention to protect those seeking to deliver 
humanitarian assistance. "Such an approach does not respond to careful 
analysis of the reality in Rwanda and its neighbouring countries". 


In neighbouring Burundi, thousands of Tutsi protesters took to the streets in 
the capital Bujumbura on 21 June to demonstrate against French intervention 
in Rwanda. With banners calling for French defeat, they marched on the heavily 
guarded French Embassy. 


After the French troops entered Rwanda, a WCC spokesman said: "We pray that 
our worst fears are not proved correct and that somehow within the grace of 
God these developments can be used to help bring about peace. 


"We are still prepared to offer our good offices, if desired, to all parties 
to the conflict in order to further the process of peace and reconciliation." 


AACC’s president, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, and general secretary, Jose 
Chipenda, in separate statements in Brussels and Nairobi, said that the French 
intervention would not be effective in bringing about either peace or 
humanitarian assistance. Both church leaders said that any peace-keeping force 
sent to Rwanda should be African and supported by the United Nations mandate. 


More than 14 African countries have already offerec troops for a humanitarian 
project and only await logistical support by the US. 


The French decision to send troops to Rwanda was criticised by many 
commentators and organisations who said it was too late to save more than 
500,000 people who had already been killed. France and Belgium had decided two 
months ago not to intervene. They withdrew their troops from Rwanda after the 
violence broke out April 7. The Rwanda Patriotic Front (RPF), which now 
controls more than half the country, has said it would respond to French 
intervention as a "hostile act," although it moderated its view after the 
arrival of the French troops. 


@®Churches in France and in the United States have set aside days for prayer 
for Rwanda. In PARIS, the three co-presidents of the Council of Christian 
Churches representing the Roman Catholic, protestant and Orthodox churches, 
called on all French parishes to observe 26 June as a day of prayer for peace 
in France. In WICHITA, in the US, the general assembly of the Presbyterian 
~Church (USA) called on all Presbyterian churches to set aside Sunday, July 10, 
as a day of prayer and fasting for the people of Rwanda. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.16 
Trekkie translators in Bible battle 


NEW YORK--Linguists seeking to boldly go where no biblical translator has gone 
before have fallen out in an enterprise to render the Bible into Klingon, the 
language of Captain Kirk’s former extra-terrestrial enemies in the television 
and cinema series, Star Trek, the London Guardian reports. 


The Klingon language, with its own vocabulary, grammar and syntax, was created 
for the movie Star Trek III: the Search for Spock, and has since spawned a 
host of Klingon language products among Star Trek aficionados (known as 
"Trekkies"), including Klingon newsletters, conversational Klingon tapes and 
Klingon poetry festivals. 


The Bible translators, based at the Klingon Language Institute in Philadelphia 
have split because the Klingon language lacks many words found in the Bible. 


Most of the group - the so-called "literalists" - wish to coin new words, such 
as "grain food" and "water animals" for loaves and fishes. Not so Professor 
Sten Proechel who has resigned from the group to work on his own translation. 
Proechel claimed that the project should use notions familiar to Klingons. 
Proechel’s rendering of the sharing of loaves and fishes would be "vagh ‘IW 
chab cha ghargh wIghaj", which for terrestrial readers of EPS would mean "We 
have five blood pies and two serpent worms". [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.17 
'T want to defend all faiths,’ says Prince of Wales 


LONDON--The Prince of Wales, the first in line for the British throne, has 
distanced himself from the sovereign’s role as supreme governor of the Church 
of England and Defender of the Faith. 


In a television interview to mark the 25th anniversary of his investiture as 
Prince of Wales, he said he would "much rather see it as Defender of Faith, 
not the faith, because it means not just one particular interpretation of the 
faith ... I would much rather it was seen as defending faith which is so often 
under so much threat." 


"I’ve always felt the Catholic subjects of the sovereign are equally as 
important as the Anglican ones. Likewise, I think that Islamic subjects or the 
Zoroastrian subjects of the sovereign are of equal and valid importance." 


The title Defender of the Faith, was granted to King Henry VIII in 1521 by 
Pope Leo X. In 1534, Henry declared the Church of England independent. [EPS] 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


EPS 94.07.18 


Italian police record alarming rate of church thefts 
ROME--Churches in Italy are facing an alarming rise in the number of thefts 
of sacred objects and poor boxes, according to a report from Agence de presse 
internationale catholique. In 1992 Italian police registered 3698 thefts from 
churches. In 1993 Italy’s 100,000 churches and chapels recorded 5361 thefts. 
The police unit dealing with theft from churches recommended the installation 
of burglar alarms linked to local police stations. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.19 


Maiocchi appointed president of Italian Baptist Union 
ROME--Renato Maiocchi, who was, until this month, general secretary of the 
Federation of Protestant Churches in Italy, has been elected president of 
Italian Baptist Union. He is the first lay person to hold the position. 
Maiocchi, aged 51, is a law graduate who has worked as director and editor-in- 
chief of the television programme Protestantesimo. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.20 


Former Communists gain Catholic shrine 

WARSAW--Poland’s former communist Democratic Left Alliance, has gained control 
of Czestochowa, the country’s main Roman Catholic pilgrimage site, according 
to first results in municipal elections held on 19 June. The alliance, which 
formed a coalition government with the Polish Peasant Party in September 1993, 
also won control of a number of other important Polish cities, despite fierce 
opposition from the Roman Catholic church. [EPS] 
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EPS 94.07.21 
Zimbabwean theologian elected as LWF top official 


By Edmund Doogue 
GENEVA--The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) has made history - and signalled 


a change of emphasis in the leadership of its. worldwide fellowship - with the 
election of Ishmael Noko as its top executive. 


Noko, a 50-year-old Zimbabwean, is not only the first African to be general 
secretary of the LWF, he is also the first LWF general secretary from the 
Southern Hemisphere. He belongs to what, in international terms,,. 1s "\.a 
relatively small church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Zimbabwe. 


Elected by an overwhelming majority of the LWF council meeting in Geneva in 
June, Noko will hold the post during an extremely delicate period, in the 
lead-up to the LWF’s next general assembly, to be held in Hong Kong in July 
1997, a week after the British colony is handed over to the Beijing 
authorities. Noko succeeds Gunnar Staalsett, a Norwegian pastor and theologian 
who has been LWF general secretary since 1985. The position has fallen vacant 
early - Staalsett’s term was to expire in 1997 - because he decided to take 
up the position of rector of the Practical Theological Seminary at the 
University of Oslo. 


When Noko takes up his new post of LWF general secretary on 1 November, he 
will bring his own style of leadership on the federation the newly elected 
general secretary of the LWF, a communion of 119 Lutheran churches with more 
than 55 million members. 


Regarded by staff at the LWF headquarters at Geneva as personable and highly 
intelligent, Noko says he cannot yet say whether he will be "an ideas man or 
a manager", but speaks enthusiastically about his recent experience as 
director of the LWF department for mission and development: "From where I am 
sitting now, with 32 people working in the department, I try to be an 
inspirer. I encourage the staff, I try to genuinely uphold them. 


"I sleep well at night because I trust them and I delegate. I like coming to 
work because I like to see what they [the staff] have done. We are growing 
together." 


Interviewed by EPS at LWF headquarters in the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, 
Noko agrees that the burden of the job leading an international organisation, 
religious or otherwise, is overwhelming. 


"It is intimidating, but the weight of the job will enable me to ask whom I 
shall ask to take on various tasks." Noko stressed the need to work as part 
of a staff team, with advice and assistance from the LWF cabinet consisting 
of departmental directors. 


In conversation, Noko shows a profound knowledge of theology and church 
history, referring particularly to the ancient traditions of the church in 
Africa. 


And Africa itself is, naturally enough, a constant theme in his conversation. 
Asked by EPS whether he feels a long way from home, after 13 years in Geneva, 
he says he travels to Zimbabwe at least once every three years. "There are 
times when one feels a long way from home, but I am deeply rooted in my 
culture, in my church, in my continent. Because of that deep rootedness, I can 
live in Geneva - I have got enough African gasoline in me." 


At the same time, he admits to having a "global viewpoint" and points out that 
the churches must take a similar attitude, rather than becoming more parochial 
and introverted. 


The churches, Noko says, are undergoing a crisis forced on them by dramatic 
changes in recent history and the ecumenical movement, built on the churches, 
is facing the same crisis. 


"There are new questions for which the old answers are not adequate any more. 
The ecumenical movement is reaching the point where new facts of life are 
coming into play that are difficult to deal with." 


Noko sees the LWF and the World Council of Churches, both approaching the 50th 
anniversary of their foundation, as undergoing a "mid-life crisis". But he is 
certain that the churches and the ecumenical movement will survive, though 
perhaps somewhat changed. [more] 
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"The history of the church is marked by crises, but the survival of the church 
shows that it is not a human creation. In my country we have observed that a 
snake loses its skin every year - the reason for that is that the snake has 
no ear like the human ear, so the whole body is the ear. To be able to blend 
in with the environment, the snake has to be highly sensitised, and to carry 
the old skin around would be of course a recipe for disaster for the snake." 


Among the challenges facing the LWF, Noko points, in particular, to two: 
first, the question of "reception" or the sharing of the eucharist and 
ministry among churches previously divided by the these issues, and, second, 
the question of inclusiveness in the church. 


While, as Noko points out, there has been much progress on inter- 
denominational dialogue between churches, it is important to translate these 
successful dialogues into grassroots sharing of ministers and communion. 


On the question of inclusiveness, Noko suggests that the church must face up 
to the issue of who belongs in the church. This matter is raising questions 
in the United States where, for example, issues of sexuality are being raised 
in relation to membership of the church. 


"When we have a meeting," says Noko by way of illustration, "we tend to invite 
people we agree with and exclude those we don’t agree with." Instead, he 
proposes as an alternative the model of commonwealth, which the British had 
borrowed from the ancient Romans - "the willingness to tolerate one another - 
that is also what we have in a communion of churches." 


On the identity of the Lutheran churches, Noko is convinced that what sets 
them apart, with the exception of the more extreme evangelical Lutheran 
churches, is the commitment to social responsibility. 


"Even our concept of the Kingdom of God is a kingdom of the left and a kingdom 
of the right. It is a commitment to social involvement, with theological 
undergirding." 


Noko, a member of a Lutheran church with only 40,000 members, says that small 
churches often have great vitality. Noko himself promises to be a general 
secretary of vitality, eager to get on with the work of drawing Lutheran 
churches and other churches closer together in day-to-day fellowship, and to 
put his theological and administrative experiences to practical use. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.22 
Lutherans call for new peace-keeping force 


GENEVA--The Lutheran World Federation has called for the establishment of a 
standing United Nations peace-keeping force so that future conflicts do not 
reach the catastrophic proportions seen in Rwanda. 


The LWF council, meeting in Geneva in June, said that such a force would be 
able to react quickly to stem conflicts. 


The council also severely criticised the UN and its member states as 
"deplorably slow to act" to stop the genocide in Rwanda. 


The UN must immediately increase resources to its mission in Rwanda, the 
council said. 


Gunnar Staalsett, LWF general secretary, also told the council meeting: "If 
it takes the United Nations three months of discussion, half a million dead 
and three million refugees in order to be able to muster an effective peace- 
keeping initiative, then something is dramatically wrong with our sense of 
responsibility in the global village and for a new world order." 


The crisis over Rwanda demonstrated "the decay in international solidarity", 
Staalsett said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.23 


Africa’s Lutheran churches to discuss communion 

GENEVA--A consultation on communion between Lutheran churches in Africa’s 
multi-faith and multi-cultural context will take place in March 1995 following 
a decision by the council of the Lutheran World Federation. The consultation 
aims to strengthen the awareness of communion between Lutheran churches. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.24 
Lutheran assembly to show ‘solidarity’ with Hong Kong Christians 


By Edmund Doogue 

GENEVA--The next Lutheran World Federation assembly - to be held in Hong Kong 
in 1997, a week after the British colony is handed back to Chinese authorities 
- will give a strong signal to Hong Kong’s Christians that "the churches are 
not trying to get away from Hong Kong and leave the people", according toa 
church leader from the colony. 


The LWF decided in June 1993 to hold its next assembly in Hong Kong. A meeting 
of the LWF council in June this year chose the theme "In Christ - Called to 
Witness" for the assembly. 


Kai Yuen Chan, president of the Chinese Rhenish Church in Hong Kong, also told 
a gathering of Lutheran church leaders in Geneva, before the LWF council, that 
despite reports of an exodus from Hong Kong (according to one report, 2.1 per 
cent of Hong Kong Lutherans are leaving the colony every year in the lead-up 
to the handover), church numbers were growing. 


The assembly, which will be held in July 1997, will be the first international 
gathering after Beijing takes control of the colony, although Beijing and 
London have agreed that Hong Kong will have a measure of autonomy for 50 
years. Already seven other major international organisations have made 
bookings to hold conferences in Hong Kong immediately after the LWF. 


The Lutheran gathering will also be the first LWF assembly in Asia, and will 
Signal the 50th anniversary of the foundation of the LWF. 


Hong Kong has about 42,000 Lutherans, in 149 congregations, roughly a sixth 
of the 900 protestant congregations in the colony. 


After the church leaders’ meeting, Josephine Tso, a pastor in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Hong Kong, told EPS: "On the whole, we [Lutherans] are all 
prepared to stay and face the challenge [after the handover]." She admitted 
that some people were leaving the colony, but said: "We are filled with hope. 
Many young people are joining the church." 


Tak Ho Lam, president of the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Hong Kong, told 
EPS that enrolments at the seminary were increasing. "When people think of 
1997, they feel they need to be committed to God and to the church as we face 
this critical period." 


Lam said that the seminary had 169 students training for the Ministry and 123 
enrolled in the lay leadership extension course. 


Some Christians have questioned the future of denominational Christianity in 
Hong Kong after the handover. In mainland China, protestant Christianity is 
growing away from denominational structures, especially under the leadership 
of the post-denominational China Christian Council, which represents most 
protestants in the People’s Republic of China. 


However Chan and Tso were optimistic about the future of the Lutheran churches 
in Hong Kong. 


"Chinese people have great respect for historical links," said Chan. "If we 
think of confessional churches as part of historical traditions, then it’s 
okay." Tso added: "According to the Basic Law [agreed between Great Britain 
and Beijing], Hong Kong churches can maintain their present system." 


Gunnar Staalsett, general secretary of the LWF, told the church leaders’ 
gathering that he had discussed the 1997 assembly with the Hong Kong governor, 
Chris Patten, and with Beijing government officials overseeing religious 
practice and the handover of Hong Kong. 


Staalsett said that the Beijing officials understood that the 1997 assembly 
would be a church gathering that would deal with social issues. One of the 
officials had told him that Beijing was "for human rights", but did not want 
any interference in "internal affairs". Staalsett told the official that as 
the church was already in Hong Kong, it was not interfering when it spoke 
about human rights. 


Chris Patten told Staalsett that he regretted he would not be in Hong Kong for 
the assembly as he would be leaving a week before, but added that the decision 
to hold an LWF assembly in Hong Kong at that time was very welcome. [EPS] 
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‘Rigid’ Vatican letter on women priests causes Lutherans concern 


GENEVA--The Lutheran World Federation (LWF), which has 119 member churches 
around the world, has expressed deep concern about Pope John Paul II’s letter 
which ruled out the ordination of women priests in the Roman Catholic Church. 


The LWF described the Pope’s letter as "rigid", adding that Lutheran theology 
had already discounted the Vatican’s objections to the ordination of women. 


Many - but not all - churches in the LWF ordain women pastors. 


The Pope’s apostolic letter, addressed to bishops of his church, was released 
on 30 May. In it the Pope stated: "I declare that the church has no authority 
whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgement is 
to be definitively held by all the church’s faithful." 


The Pope’s letter was apparently an attempt to close dialogue in the Roman 
Catholic Church on the issue of women priests, but individuals and 
organisations both within the church and outside it have said that dialogue 
must continue. 


Meeting in Geneva in June, the LWF council adopted a letter previously 
released by the LWF’s general secretary, Gunnar Staalsett, which stated: "The 
theology behind our Lutheran practice of ordaining women - we have done it for 
decades now - discounts the Roman arguments. We wonder whether [the Pope’s 
letter] will undermine the ecumenical dialogue by its rigid claim regarding 
truth and by what seems to be an attempt to remove the question of ordaining 
women aS priests from the ecumenical agenda. It is our conviction that it is 
precisely in ecumenical discussion that the Holy Spirit can lead us to new 
insights into the holy scriptures." 


The LWF letter will be forwarded to the Vatican's Pontifical Council for 
Christian Unity. 


The LWF council also declared that the Pope’s letter has shown that the issue 
of the ordination of women "remains a serious ecumenical barrier on the road 
to full communion". Roman Catholic/Lutheran dialogue on the issue must 
continue, the LWF council said. 


Staalsett told journalists at a press conference in Geneva in*June: "If the 
Vatican believes the issue of ministry can be set aside in ecumenical 
dialogue, we cannot follow that. And if we cannot discuss women’s ordination, 
we cannot discuss ministry." [EPS] 
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Lutheran federation now has 119 member churches worldwide 


GENEVA--Five more churches have been accepted as members of the Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF), bringing membership to 119 churches worldwide. 


Meeting in Geneva in June, the LWF council agreed to admit as members: the 
Indonesian Christian Lutheran Church, with 13,000 members in 80 congregations; 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria, with 15,000 members in 26 
congregations; the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thailand, with 1000 members 
in 14 congregations; the Lutheran Church of Nicaragua "Faith and Hope", with 
2000 members in 16 congregations; and the Christian Lutheran Church of 
Honduras, with 1000 members in four congregations. 


The Lutheran Church of Australia (LCA), which has more than 102,000 members, 
was admitted as an associate member of the LWF. The LCA has almost 400 
ordained pastors ministering to 560 congregations. Associate members enjoy the 
same rights as other member churches except for participation in voting at LWF 
assemblies and council meetings. [EPS] 
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Philippines church may split, LWF council hears 

GENEVA--Tensions between rival groups in the 24 000 member Lutheran Church in 
the Philippines (LCP) are so great that they may have to part company and form 
two separate churches, the council of the Lutheran World Federation heard at 
its meeting in Geneva in June. One of the groups has access to the property 
and money of the church while the other does not, Karsten Nissen, a council 
member said. The council agreed to provide a one year emergency grant for 
operational assistance for the LCP. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.28 
Staalsett tells churches to speak out in ‘language of justice’ 


By Stephen Brown 

GENEVA--Gunnar Staalsett, general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF), has called for a stronger and clearer "prophetic voice" by the churches 
in the face of national and global injustice. "There is a need for political 
moral values in the life of the nation", he said. 


In a wide-ranging interview with EPS on the eve of the LWF council in Geneva, 
he said that after the fall of communism, people were wary about using words 
which sounded as if they came from the vocabulary of socialism. However, the 
"language of justice" came from "the teaching of the Old and New Testaments, 
from the prophets, from Jesus". 


Staalsett said he did not want any stronger involvement of the church in party 
politics, but a stronger and clearer voice, "a prophetic voice about the 
values which are genuinely ours. These are ethical values which we share 
across the board of Christian and humanistic traditions." 


"Our own sacred traditions really give us a language for justice which 
challenges the laissez-faire which characterizes so much of the political 
establishment today", he told EPS. 


Staalsett, aged 59, who has been LWF general secretary since 1985, will leave 
this post later this year to become rector of the Practical Theological 
Seminary of the University of Oslo. 


He has held many posts in the Church of Norway, including general secretary 
of the Church of Norway’s Council on Foreign Relations and of the Norwegian 
Bible Society. He has also been active in political life, chairman of Norway's 
Centre Party from 1977-79 and state secretary in the Norwegian Ministry of 
Church, Education and Culture. 


As specific challenges facing the church, Staalsett pointed to the continued 
exploitation of the people of the south, the ever-widening gap between the 
rich and the poor in the world, and the situation of indigenous people and of 
children. 


"If we look at the pain of children under poverty, their suffering, especially 
in situations of war, illiteracy, malnutrition, lack of even the most 
fundamental health care, it is impossible for me to understand how callous the 
churches are in their reaction to this great issue. 


"We say: ‘Suffer the little children to come unto me’, and we think that we 
have answered their basic needs by establishing Sunday schools", he said. 


Of the Lutheran World Federation, founded almost 50 years ago in 1947, he said 
that its greatest achievement was that it had become a "communion of 
churches". 


"We have developed an inner coherence, a different understanding of what it 
means to be a Christian World Communion", he said, adding a challenge to the 
Lutheran churches: "Yes, we agree that we have a common mission, we have a 
common self-understanding. But is it changing our relationship to each other 
and to the world on the practical level where it counts?" 

Staalsett denied any contradiction between commitment to,a confessional 
identity as Lutherans and commitment to the ecumenical movement. "Confessional 
identity and awareness - not confessionalism - is an ecumenical gift - 
something that drives us towards visible unity not through bypassing but 
through the theological insight and history which are unique and dear to each 
communion", he told EPS. 


In a speech to Lutheran church leaders on 18 June, and referring to 
cooperation with the World Council of Churches, Staalsett warned against 
changing the "paradigm", or perspective, of the ecumenical movement, to link 
it to social, cultural and political parameters rather than the life of the 
church. 


"My main concern is that the ecumenical movement continues to have its 
rationale as a movement of the churches. It is a movement which addresses the 
attitude of the churches and their relationship to each other," he told EPs. 
[more] 
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Staalsett’s views suggest a difference in emphasis from other developing views 
of ecumenism. Some theologians, including Konrad Raiser, WCC general 
secretary, have recently suggested that the ecumenical movement should have 
the unity of the whole of creation as its goal. Raiser is the author of 
Ecumenism in Transition: A Paradigm Shift in the Ecumenical Movement? 


"If we were to shift from the ecclesial process to a process following the 
social configuration of movements, however positively motivated, we would have 
taken a historic break with the way the ecumenical movement has been 
understood in this century," Staalsett said. 


In one specific form of ecumenical cooperation, the LWF is a partner, along 
with the World Council of Churches, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
and the Conference of European Churches, in an ecumenical news service which 
will be launched later this year. Staalsett told EPS that he was enthusiastic 
about the project. 


"T have been looking forward to this service in which the life of the church, 
the message of the church, the experience of the church, for better or worse, 
is communicated in a credible way to people who do not read our internal 
church papers. 


"We need to be very constructive and imaginative in finding contemporary ways 
of communicating the life of the church as a message about Christ. I have felt 
that ENS should be an independent, courageous, critical and enthusiastic news 
service which is helping to share the life and message of the church on the 
wires and in the pictures globally", he said. [EPS] 


®Edmund Doogue in Geneva adds: On 18 June, the opening day of the LWF church 
leaders’ meeting, Gunnar Staalsett called for churches to hold a consultation 
to put on the agenda the issue of churches who support ethnic hatred. 


In his speech to Lutheran church leaders, Staalsett spoke of the "recognition 
of how much churches are caught up in national interests and ethnic divisions 
at a crucial moment in the history of their nations. Rather than transcending 
the existing conflicts with a message of reconciliation in the spirit of 
unity, churches are frequently fuelling ethnic and political, hatred: 


"In terms of unity - be it of the church or of the nation - the churches are 
often seen as a part of the problem rather than its solution. This is one of 
the greatest scandals of our times and one of the most acute and painful 
hindrances to visible unity [of the churches] ." 


Asked at a press conference after his speech whether pressure on such churches 
should be applied - as had been the case with those churches supporting 
apartheid, Staalsett said: "The issue of apartheid was a much easier one, it 
was easier to define [the churches supporting it]. It is not so easy to define 
here, to say: ‘You are, as a church, fuelling ethnic violence’, because they 
will say: ‘We have done this’ or ‘Some of our leaders are doing, Chis. ? 


However Staalsett said that more needed to be done on the problem at an 
ecumenical level. He said that the problem had been discussed at last year’s 
LWF council, in particular on the issue of former Yugoslavia. 


In his speech and at the press conference, Staalsett also spoke of Lutheran 
churches which are not part of the LWF. The largest of these is the group of 
churches linked with the Missouri synod in the United States. 


At the press conference he emphasised that theological discussion needed to 
be added to other aspects of dialogue between the LWF and the other Lutheran 
churches. He also warned of possible risks for churches within the LWF 
receiving assistance from the other Lutheran churches. 


"We cannot sell our beliefs for a project," Staalsett said. 


He also told the LWF church leaders: "The intensified outreach of these 
separate Lutheran churches to LWF member churches in Eastern Europe makes the 
question about Lutheran identity acute. We need to be mindful that our 
communion is a sacramental bond, not a ‘monetary union’." [EPS] 
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Ecutext: ‘Unity is not only nice words’ 


On 14 June, shortly before the church leaders and the council of the Lutheran 
World Federation met in Geneva, Stephen Brown interviewed Gunnar Staalsett, 
outgoing general secretary of the LWF. Staalsett, born in 1935 in Norway, has 
held the post since 1985. He will become rector of the Practical Theological 
Seminary of the University of Oslo, from 1 November 1994. He has held many 
posts in the Church of Norway, including general secretary of the Church of 
Norway’s Council on Foreign Relations and of the Norwegian Bible Society. He 
has also been active in political life, and was chairman of Norway’s Centre 
Party from 1977-79 and state secretary in the Norwegian Ministry of Church, 
Education and Culture. Stephen Brown is co-editor of the Ecumenical Press 
Service, based at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva. 


When you announced your decision to step down as general secretary of the 
Lutheran World Federation, you said that you wanted to share with your home 
church some of the experience and inspiration gathered during nine years in 
Geneva. What are the most important experiences and inspiration you have found 
here? 


That the church is global. I think there is a tremendous wealth of insights 
which may be brought to the local congregation from the fact that there is no 
organization more global more universal than the church. This, I think, is a 
very renewing way of considering one’s own work on the local level. The fact 
that the church needs to be global in order to be local, and local in order 
to be global, is one sort of dynamic which I have come to treasure very much. 


To speak about the church as global is not to locate it as somewhere out there 
in an ecumenical centre or in far away places. It is rather to bring the 
ecumenical reality of the church global to bear on our faith, our prayers, our 
stewardship in the context of our own local parish. 


The LWF will be celebrating its 50th anniversary in 1997. What do you think 
are its achievements since the end of the Second World War? 


I think that the greatest achievement is that we have become a communion of 
churches. Our history has been one of going rather slow in terms of mutual 
accountability, mutual sharing of the mission to which we have been called. 
There was a time when Lutherans came to gather at international meetings and 
could not participate in the same holy communion. We have moved, of course, 
beyond that, and when the federation was founded in 1947 it was very important 
for many churches to underscore that this was a free association of churches. 
In other words, the independence of each member church was the paramount issue 
from which relations were defined. 


Gradually we have developed an inner coherence, a different understanding of 
what it means to be a Christian world communion and to take seriously the 
ecclesiology of communion for our own self-understanding. We defined 
ourselves, therefore, at our last assembly as a communion of churches. This 
is a totally different language than speaking about the federation as a free 
association. Now this is an important achievement in terms of theological 
self-understanding, but if it remains on that level it would not have brought 
us*Vvery far : 


I believe that in the 50 years or so of our history we have shown that to 
speak about the communion becomes meaningful only if expressed in steps for 
unity - steps towards a vigorous communication of the mission of the church, 
steps to alleviate the suffering of people through a global diaconal work. I 
take some pride that the name of the LWF is known among the poorer people of 
the world. It is known as a carrier of hope among refugees, among socially, 
economically and politically marginalized people, particularly in the south, 
but it is also known in churches which have come out of the struggle in former 
communist Europe. 


There is, of course, another side to this history which we address during the 
meeting of the leaders of the churches of the LWF. It is the first time in our 
history that we gather together the leaders of all member churches for a 
meeting. What we want to focus on is simply saying: "Yes, we agree that we 
have a common mission, we have a common self-understanding. But is it changing 
our relationship to each other and to the world on the practical level where 
it counts?" As we take pride in many of the achievements, we also need to 
speak about our shortcomings, about our need for repentance in so many areas 
of our work globally. [more] 
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You have spoken about the communion of Lutheran churches. The most decisive 
step in this direction was:taken at the Budapest Lutheran Assembly 10 years 
ago. But the other side of this fellowship was the issue of "status 
confessionis" in connection with South Africa. Do you see issues of comparable 
importance today? 


One of the experiences from Budapest which is still very real for us is that 
unity is costly. Unity is not only nice words. Unity and commitment to 
communion are painful, and may in some cases lead to its opposite, namely to 
disunity. I don’t believe in stating hypothetical cases for the future. 


However, as I reflect on what we have done in the struggle together with the 
people of South Africa, they are the ones that have taught us, and we have 
been privileged to be able to support them. 


Now I think the time has come to ask whether the churches are able to mobilise 
the same wave of not only sympathy but commitment for less definable causes 
for humanity. Less definable causes like the continued exploitation of the 
people of the south, by the north. And the ever-widening gap between the rich 
and the poor in the world, both globally and in many cases within a nation. 
And the indigenous people. At the global level we marked last year as a year 
for indigenous people. I am afraid one has to say that it didn’t contribute 
much to change. I am also afraid that I have to say that the churches did not 
really get on board. The churches have been given a new chance by the fact 
that the United Nations have declared the establishment of an international 
decade for the indigenous people. Those are two issues. 


Another burning but invisible issue to many is the state of the children of 
the world. Again it is humbling to have to observe that the initiative comes 
not from the churches but from the United Nations with the world summit for 
children. 


If we look at the pain of children under poverty, their suffering, especially 
in situations of war, illiteracy, malnutrition, lack of even the most 
fundamental health care, it is impossible for me to understand how callous the 
churches are in their reaction to this great issue. We say: "Suffer the little 
children to come unto me", and we think that we have answered their basic need 
by establishing Sunday schools. I also see a unique role for the church in 
building a bulwark against any form of racism or destructive nationalism. 
These causes for mobilizing the churches are as great as the struggle against 
apartheid, the engagement for disarmament and our engagement in the decade for 
women. 


On confessional identity, you have said that this issue and the issue of 
ecumenical commitment will only increase in importance in the years leading 
to the next century. Do you see any kind of contradiction between these two 
issues? 


If one puts it in that way I can easily see that one asks for problems. When 
I speak about the Lutheran World Federation as a communion, I always speak 
about it as pars pro toto (as part of the whole). In the same way, when I 
speak about my church in Norway as a church, it is a church only as it is part 
of the church universal. 


If I speak about the importance of Christian World Communions, I don’t think 
of them as a problem to be overcome as soon as possible in order. to establish 
visible unity. I see them as vehicles through which the insights and 
experience in this spiritual pilgrimage for unity are being brought forward 
to the altar as we share the body of Christ which is the deepest expression 
of visible unity. We move there together with Methodists, Anglicans and 
Reformed and Baptists and the Roman Catholics and the Orthodox. The tragedy 
is even as we move towards the altar with our gifts, we are not yet able to 
share the gift which Christ offers us at that altar, the body and blood shed 
for the remission of all. 


For me the ecumenical movement is a pilgrimage within a unity which is 
established in the koinonia of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, expressed 
through the sacred and liturgical life, the diaconal life of the church and 
through the confession of the church. In the Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue, 
we are approaching a point at which we say, let us lift the mutual 
condemnations which were spoken on both sides with relation to the doctrine 
of justification. [more] 
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I see the process leading up to this as a very important sharing of insights 
which has to take seriously not only the position of each individual party but 
also the position of the counterpart in this process towards consensus. It is 
in this sense that I say that the confessional identity is an element to be 
taken seriously and not to be seen as an ecumenical obstacle. 


In your report to the Lutheran Church Leaders’ Conference, in connexion with 
the World Council of Churches, you criticize a shift of paradigm that would 
look to visible unity from social, cultural and political parameters rather 
than from the life of the church. What do you mean by this? 


My main concern is that the ecumenical movement continues to have its 
rationale as a movement of the churches. It is a movement which addresses the 
attitude of the churches and their relationship to each other. This of course 
has an effect on the unity of the world. There are other movements in this 
world which address the need for unity of the world for global cohesion and 
governance, which are also very laudable and which we support. 


But the uniqueness of the ecumenical movement is that its basic paradigm has 
to be drawn from the ecclesial reality which is defined by the fact that we 
are Christian World Communions, we are historic churches. Whether we live up 
to the fullest theological expression and expectations of these realities is 
another matter. But I don’t think that we will reach a goal of visible unity 
bypassing the given realities of the church universal as expressed in the 
existence of Christian World Communions. 


If we look to building together common fronts on issues of great importance 
for humanity and see them as an expression of our Christian commitment to 
unity, I have no problems with that - on the contrary, these challenges are 
fundamental to the service of the church. There have always been and there 
will always be movements of that character, within the church, within the 
other faith communities, or on secular grounds. In my view these are 
complementary to - sometimes even challenging - and often also judgemental to 
the ecumenical movement as an ecclesial process. But if we were to shift from 
the ecclesial process to a process following the social configuration of 
movements, however positively motivated, we would have taken a historic break 
with the way the ecumenical movement has been understood in this century. 


Do you see any impetus for such a change of paradigm? 


This is a discussion which I welcome and will need be to be picked up in all 
churches which want to play an active role in shaping the future of ecumenism. 
I think it will be very healthy for the member churches and for the churches 
in the ecumenical movement, and also for the Lutheran churches, to raise the 
question about the future of the ecumenical movement. It is not the only 
perspective which we have to address, but it is a fundamental one. 


You have been both a politician and a church leader and I would like to ask 
you something about the present state of politics. In Europe, specifically in 
the European Union, there seems to be a reaction against political parties. 
Is this something that you detect? And what does this mean for the churches? 


To a certain extent I think that the time in which we find ourselves now could 
be characterized as one in which there is a strong erosion of confidence in 
most structures, in most established values, in most of the authorities, be 
they on national or international levels, be they church or state. There is 
something happening in our culture at the present moment which reflects a 
suspicion of the motives of the leading politicians, a questioning of the 
legitimacy of the state and a deep distrust of established institutions and 
politics. 


I understand the disappointment from one side of the political constituency. 
They see how solidarity has become a word of the past. Material well-being, 
only for sectors of society or for certain countries within the continental 
or global reality, is being made the main goal. There is also no enthusiasm 
for any radical left movement. Probably because the radical left has not 
delivered. After the fall of communism, it is as if people don’t dare use 
words which might sound like the vocabulary of socialism. The churches need 
to use that language of justice about present marginalization of large sectors 
of society who suffer unemployment and outright poverty and for inclusion of 
the refugees. [more] 
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There is a need for political moral values in the life of the nation. The 
churches should see their challenge to continue to speak because their basis 
is not ideological, is not party political, it is from the teaching of the Old 
and New testaments, from the prophets, from Jesus. Our own sacred traditions 
really give us a language for justice which challenge the laissez-faire which 
characterizes so much of the political establishment today. 


On the other side of the spectrum, not from the left but from the right, there 
is a resentment against the established authorities because they refuse to 
allow national and ethnic superiority to be expressed by any group which wants 
to stay within the democratic tradition. So you have this resignation on the 
left and a growing fanaticism on the right which leaves the whole middle 
section of politics in a state of apathy. 


I’m not calling for any stronger involvement of the church in party politics, 
but a stronger and clearer voice, a prophetic voice about the values which are 
genuinely ours, these are ethical values which we share across the board of 
Christian and humanistic traditions. 


You have spoken about Western values. In the Erasmus Lecture at St Peter’s 
Lutheran Church, New York, Wolfhart Pannenberg warned that mainline 
protestantism may become extinct in the near future because it is so 
identified with Western culture. How do you react to this claim? 


I don’t think I would describe what I am talking about as Western values, 
Western values are as much consumerism and national egoism as anything else. 
For me, these are universal values, Christian values, human values. That is 
what makes them forceful if they were to be applied on the European scene even 
today. The history of Europe has drawn from that tradition, but that does not 
make Europe the model for these values. On the contrary, we have seen two 
world wars come out of this continent which has prided itself with 
Christianity. It’s not a question of Western values but of global values for 
a world ethic. 


So you believe in a healthy future for mainstream protestantism? 


I believe in a healthy future for the values of the Christian church, 
Christian faith, Christian radical values, if they are courageously and 
clearly reflected and applied. If the church is silent, the stones themselves 
will cry out and ask why we have not raised the values to which we are 
committed, of justice, peace, reconciliation. I’m not preoccupied with the 
institutional side of this question which has been raised by Professor 
Pannenberg. I think, however, that there is a need for that discussion about 
the institutional implication for the churches of the moral crisis in Europe 
and the spiritual vacuum of the churches. 


To return to ecumenical cooperation, the LWF is one of the partners, along 
with the World Council of Churches, World Alliance of Reformed Churches and 
Conference of European Churches, in the ecumenical news service which will be 
launched later this year. What do you hope from this service? 


I have been looking forward to this service in which the life of the church, 
the message of the church, the experience of the church, for better or worse, 
is communicated in a credible way to people who do not read our internal 
church papers. For me the greatest importance, the point at which I would 
judge success or failure, is whether this ecumenical service is able to 
penetrate that invisible wall in the editorial rooms of newspapers. The story 
of the church should be told with the same degree of importance and relevance 
as reports of football matches. That may be asking too much! But the virtual 
absence of the human stories of the church from the media which pretend to 
communicate the reality of the world is a great challenge. Of course we cannot 
only accuse those in the media that our stories are not being told. We need 
to be very constructive and imaginative in finding contemporary ways of 
communicating the life of the church as a message about Christ. I have felt 
that ENS should be an independent, courageous, critical and enthusiastic news 
service which is helping to share the life and message of the church on the 
wires and in the pictures globally. [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 32.50 UK pounds; 55 
US dollars; 69.50 Canadian dollars; 77.50 Australian dollars; 79.50 Swiss 
francs; 95 New Zealand dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 
315 French francs; 365 Swedish kronor; or 625 Indian rupees. 


REKEKKEKKREREKEEEEE 


The staff of EPS and of the World Council of Churches’ Communications 
Department would like to express their deepest sympathy to the family of Tom 
Dorris, former EPS editor, who was killed in a car accident on 9 July. An 
obituary appears in this issue. 


RREEEKKEKEEKEKKKEKREE 


As part its plans to develop an ecumenical news service, EPS is seeking 
experienced journalists as contributors in different parts of the world. 
Potential contributors are invited to send to the EPS editors in Geneva their 
curriculum vitae and copies of three of their articles published this year. 
Please see the back page of this issue of EPS for an important announcement 
about the launch of Ecumenical News International. 


REKKEKEKEKEKEEKEEEE 


Reproduction of EPS articles is welcome. However, EPS must be acknowledged as 
the source of these stories. 


HREEKKKEEKEKKEKEKKEEE 


EPS is now available on ECUNET, an electronic network, together with its 
French-language sister publication SOEPI. ECUNET subscribers can access EPS 
stories as soon as they are published. For further information on ECUNET 
contact David Pozzi-Johnson at the World Council of Churches. 


The EPS editors can be reached by e-mail. The EPS INTERNET address ig: 
31domain.WCC1.EPS@WCCXSMTP .WCC-COE.ORG 


EPS 94.07.30 
Death, disease, hunger, thirst, fatigue and fear haunt Goma 


By Hugh McCullum 

GOMA, Eastern Zaire--The refugee crisis of desperate Rwandans who have fled 
their homes in their millions for Zaire is "the worst disaster that has 
happened in any country anywhere," according to a spokesperson for the 
International Committee of the Red Cross. "And we cannot cope. Each day is 
worse than the previous one." 


We have never seen -so much death. It: isejust death; ‘death; -death: It: ‘is 
catastrophic and we do not have anything like the resources to cope," 
according to Paluku Musuvaho, the president of the local branch of the 
Christian Council of Zaire, describing how almost every pastor and priest in 
Goma has refugees living in their homes. 


"It is beyond our capacity. All our pastors are exhausted. Every Christian 
family here has refugees. Our churches are full. We don’t know what more to 
do. We can’t even bury the dead," he said. 


There are about two million Rwandan refugees in eastern Zaire, slowly moving 
out of Goma to camps organized by the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees. About a million remain in Goma and surrounding areas. There are at 
least 100 000 unaccompanied children in the Goma area. 


They are Hutus, terrified of reprisals from the genocide that occurred in 
their tiny Central African country from April. 


A new government of national unity installed in Kigali by the predominantly 
Tutsi Rwanda Patriotic Front, but headed by moderate Hutus, has appealed to 
Rwandan refugees to return home, assuring their safety. About 2 000 have begun 
the uncertain journey back to their homes rather than face death in Zaire. 


But other refugees in the camps around Goma say they cannot go back unless 
"there is a Hutu military to guarantee our protection". 


"If we go back they will kill us," a woman screamed. "Just three days ago (20 
July) they killed 100 of us by dropping mortars on Goma. My whole family was 
killed." 


The fears of the refugees are fed by broadcasts from a mobile transmitter of 
Radio Milles Collines, a mouthpiece for Hutu extremism which many hold 
responsible for instigating the massacres of half a million Tutsis and 
moderate Hutu opposition supporters since 6 April. 


There are people everywhere in Goma. The roads are clogged with a sea of 
humanity. Church buildings and compounds are filled with people. Every open 
space in Goma and along the roads to the north is crowded with Rwandan 
refugees. 


There are no trees left, almost no grass, the highways are so congested with 
exhausted people that relief vehicles can barely move. The stench of death, 
Sickness and excrement iS so overpowering that local residents wear face 
masks. 


There are corpses everywhere. Tiny bundles wrapped in blankets, mats and 
pieces of cloth: babies, children, men, the aged, the weak and the sick. 
Bodies abandoned by those who must keep moving in their search for water, food 
and medicine, and for somewhere to lay their emaciated exhausted bodies. They 
die in their thousands where they have fallen. 


There are almost no latrines in Goma, the soil is hard, volcanic rock. 
Disease, hunger, thirst, fatigue and fear haunt Goma and the surrounding 
refugee camps. 


In the last six days at least 12,500 have died of cholera caused by the 
appalling lack of sanitation, the lack of clean water and the debilitating 
physical weakness of the exhausted refugees. 


Patricia Nickson, an expert in tropical disease working for the Pan-African 
Institute of Community Health, says that she and her Zairean co-workers are 
overwhelmed by the magnitude of their task: "Everyone is exhausted, the church 
compounds are overflowing, the bodies of the dead cannot be removed or buried. 
Funerals are impossible. The volunteers at every church in Goma feel they 
Cannot do enough or get enough help. Aid is not even half sufficient." [more] 
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The needs exceed any refugee catastrophe in the world. There are only ten 
doctors and 90 trained nurses trying to cope with the cholera pandemic. About 
60 000 litres of intravenous drips are needed for every 10 000 cholera cases, 
but there are only 18 000 in Eastern Zaire now. About 30 million litres of 
clean water are needed daily, but there are only 200 000 litres available for 
drinking, washing and cooking. Lake Kivu, where hundreds of thousands find 
their drinking water, is contaminated by corpses, dead animals and excrement, 
and by overcrowding along its banks. Sanitary conditions are appalling. 


According to Katanda Masimango, an archdeacon in the Anglican diocese of Goma, 
there are small signs of hope. "We are finding children who have been 
separated from their parents and keeping them together in one place so they 
can be found if their parents are alive. We try to offer words of 
encouragement, to help organize food and water for those who are too weak to 
get to the camps now being organized outside Goma. Christian people here in 
Zaire have been extraordinarily generous." 


Some of the most harrowing work takes place in church compounds. At one 
Baptist health centre, rows of cholera victims lie shaking from disease 
against a wall. Intravenous drips are in every arm. Volunteers try to cope 
with the endless cases of cholera and dysentery too awful to comprehend. 


Security in the region is poor. Thousands of soldiers of the former Rwandan 
government fled with the refugees. The Gisenyi-Goma border point between 
Rwanda and Zaire is piled high with grenades, automatic weapons, mortars and 
other military equipment. Zairean soldiers have confiscated weapons and placed 
the fleeing soldiers in separate camps, but shots can be heard every night. 
Tension is running high between the Hutu refugees and Tutsis who fled the 
earlier genocide. 


Zairean soldiers blocked the border, using whips and clubs, to hundreds of 
refugees trying to return to their homes in Rwanda. "We have our orders and 
their cannot be changed except by the highest authority," they said. 


Only on 25 July did the Zairean authorities agree to allow Rwandans to return 
home. "It is better to run the risk of being shot than to starve here," said 
one refugee, speaking for a crowd gathered around two visitors. 


"If I stay one more day, I will be dead anyway. I have not eaten anything for 
one week. It is better to be shot at home than to die like this in Zaire. They 
[the Zairean soldiers] robbed us of everything - the food we brougnt,..tne 
shoes we wore, the blankets we slept on, the clothes on our backs. I want to 
try my chances with the RPF." 


@In GENEVA, Church World Action-Rwanda (CWA-R), a joint project of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) and the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) launched an 
appeal on 21 July for almost US$ 2.3 million for the thousands of Rwandan 
refugees who have fled into Zaire. The appeal, which totals US$ 2 276 000, 
covers costs for one month only and further appeals are expected. The money 
will pay for transporting donated goods from Nairobi to Goma on a twice daily 
basis for 31 days, as well as 40 tons of plastic sheeting for shelter, food 
and blankets. 


@In LONDON, George Carey, the Archbishop of Canterbury, and Samuel Van Culin, 
secretary general of the Anglican Communion, have called on Anglicans 
throughout the world to observe a special day of prayer on 31 July for the 
people of Rwanda. "The horrific scenes portrayed on television and captured 
in our newspapers strike us at our deepest level of concern. Before our very 
eyes an unprecedented human tragedy ... is happening," they said in their 
statement. According to the Anglican leaders, at least 13 Anglican clergy have 
been killed in the conflict, and many other church members have died. 


Jonathan Ruhumuliza, the Anglican Bishop Coadjutor of Kigali Diocese, has 
appealed to "Christians who know the value of human beings to assist us with 
much prayers, [and] help us in reconciliation because the wounds, this time, 
are very deep and it will take long time to heal them ... We lost many 
Christians and many priests, and many church buildings here have been 
destroyed," Ruhumuliza wrote in a letter, a copy of which has been published 
by the Anglican Communion office in London. [EPS] 


(Hugh McCullum is director of communications for the All Africa Conference of 
Churches. Two AACC staff visited Goma and Kigali in July.) 


EPS 94.07.31 
Iranian government denies involvement in murders of pastors 


By Edmund Doogue 

GENEVA--Several Christian members of the British Parliament have called on 
their government to try to persuade the United Nations to impose an arms 
embargo on Iran, following two further murders of leading Iranian Christians. 


The parliamentarians, Anthony Coombes, David Alton and Frank Field, along with 
13 other MPs, said in a motion to the House of Commons that "there appears to 
be a systematic plan by the Iranian government to exterminate the leadership 
of the Iranian church". 


However Iranian authorities have denied that they have any interest in killing 
Christians in their country after the death of two pastors, Mehdi Dibaj and 
Tateos Michaelian. 


According to the Iranian Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA), the police have 
arrested three women who had allegedly confessed to the murders of Dibaj and 
Michaelian. According to IRNA, the women wanted to create "ethnic and 
religious division". IRNA also claims the women are linked to the Iraq-based 
Mujahideen Khalq opposition group. But the Mujahideen’s Paris office has 
rejected the accusations as "foolish fairy tales". 


A Mujahideen leader, Massoud Rajavi, has sent a statement to Reuters news 
agency accusing the Iranian authorities of carrying out the murders. 


On 5 July the Iranian authorities announced that they had discovered the body 
of Mehdi Dibaj, aged 60, who had spent nine years in Iranian prisons for 
converting from Islam to Christianity. Dibaj was released from prison on 16 
January, after international protests to the Iranian government. Dibaj is 
believed to belong to the Assemblies of God church. 


Dibaj disappeared on 24 June. According to IRNA, the police discovered Dibaj’s 
body in a park in Tehran while they were searching for the killers of 
Michaelian. 


Michaelian, aged 62, a Presbyterian pastor and president of the Council of 
Protestant Ministers of Iran, left home on 29 June but never returned. 
According to Agence de presse internationale catholique in Fribourg, 
Switzerland, Michaelian’s son, Galo, was called in by the Iranian authorities 
to identify his father’s body on 2 July. 


Michaelian had apparently died from bullet wounds in the head. As president 
of the Council of Protestant Ministers, Michaelian had succeeded Haik 
Hovsepian-Mehr, bishop of the Assemblies of God churches in Iran, who died in 
mysterious circumstances in Iran last January. 


According to Iranian sources in Europe, the government in Tehran is concerned 
about its image in the West and about the systematic campaign in the media 
against Iran because of its human rights record. 


The Iranian government, according to the sources, has "no interest in 
reinforcing the image of Iran as a violator of human rights". 


The Iranian government has received hundreds of letters from non-governmental 
organisations and governments about threats to Christians in Iran. The sources 
said the Tehran government had no reason to feel threatened by small groups 
of Christians who imposed no threat in a strongly Islamic country. 


According to News Network International in the United States, concern is 
growing about several other Christian pastors who have been arrested in Iran. 


Particular concern has been expressed about Hassan Shahjamali, a pastor and 
US resident, who was arrested in Iran on 1 July. 


The Church of England Newspaper, published in LONDON, reported that British 
parliamentarian Anthony Coombes met the Iranian chargé d'affaires in London 
in the middle of July and obtained an agreement that the time had come to 
allow the United Nations’ Special Rapporteur on Religious Intolerance into 
Iran. [more] 
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Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, in Geneva, 
has written a letter of condolence to Michaelian’s church, which is a WCC 
member, and WCC officials have expressed concern about the deaths to Iranian 
authorities in Geneva. 


Jacques Stewart, president of the Protestant Federation of France, said he was 
disturbed that "intolerance has taken more victims in Iran". Stewart said he 
intended to speak to Iran’s ambassador to Paris about the deaths. 


"It’s only through the inter-religious dialogue and lucid and candid exchanges 
between communities of the same religious family, between one country and 
another, that we will find the courage to break the vicious circle of 
fanaticism and to look with respect on the diversity of views, in Iran and 
elsewhere," Stewart said. 


Gunnar Staalsett, general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, has 
written to Kamal Kharrazi, Iran’s ambassador to the United Nations in New 
York, expressing "grave and growing concern [about] the recent spate of 
disappearances and/or murders of Christian church leaders in Iran". 


On behalf of the LWF, Staalsett urged the Iranian government to "take all 
measures necessary" to halt the recent trend which has seen religious leaders 
falling prey to fundamentalism. Staalsett urged the Iranian authorities to 
ensure the safety of all Christians in Iran. 


According to a recent analysis only 0.2 per cent of Iran’s 62 million people 
are Christian. Many Christians have left Iran in the past few years. About 93 
per cent of Iranians are Shi’ite Muslim and five per cent are Sunni Muslim. 


Conversion to Islam is legal under Iranian law, but conversion by Muslims to 
any other religion is not. 


Of the Christian groups in Iran, the ethnic Armenians - most of whom belong 
to the Armenian Orthodox Church - are the biggest. The Armenian Orthodox are 
officially recognised by the government as a minority religious group, as are 
Zoroastrians and Jews. [EPS] 
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Thai bishop calls on Vatican to adopt Buddhist practice 


BANGKOK -- A Roman Catholic bishop from Thailand has suggested that his church 
adopt the custom of "temporary commitment" to monastic life which is popular 
among Thai Buddhists. 


According to Asia Focus, published in Hong Kong, Bishop George Yod Phimphisan 
of Udon Thani, with the support of other Thai bishops, isto calicH the 
October synod of Roman Catholic bishops in. .Rome, to consider allowing 
temporary religious vocation. 


In Thai Buddhism, every male is expected to be temporarily ordained as a monk 
for some time in his life, usually for a period of three months. According to 
Phimphisan, this system of temporary commitment would give Roman Catholics a 
chance "to study and pray" to deepen their faith, and allow those considering 
a permanent commitment to experience religious life with no stigma if they 
change their mind. [EPS] 
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Many black Anglicans stay off parish electoral roll 


LONDON--A survey has found that black Anglicans are not getting involved in 
the Church of England’s structures to the extent that would reflect their 
participation in its worship, writes Robert Nowell. The survey, carried out 
by the Committee on Black Anglican Concerns, has found that in many parishes 
black Anglicans total 4.5 per cent of the usual attendance at Sunday worship, 
but only three per cent of the parish’s electoral roll - inclusion on which 
enables a lay Anglican to vote for representatives to serve on the parochial 
church council and on deanery and diocesan synods (and indirectly on the 
general synod). Normally a parish has 50 per cent more people on its 
electoral roll than attend Sunday worship: with black Anglicans the 
proportion is the other way round. In the survey black Anglicans are defined 
as those of Caribbean, African and Asian ethnic background. [EPS] 
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Raiser questions Vatican campaign on population conference 


By Edmund Doogue 

GENEVA--Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of Churches 
(WCC), has stressed the need for women’s participation at the United Nations 
population and development conference in September. 


The conference, in Cairo from 5 to 13 September, will bring government 
representatives from around the world to establish a plan to stabilise the 
world’s population. over the next 20 years. The proposed meeting is already 
receiving much publicity, mainly because of Vatican attempts to thwart what 
it sees as an "American feminist" bid to make abortion and contraception 
priorities at the conference. 


Pope John Paul II has contacted governments and international organisations 
to push Vatican views before the conference. He raised several conference 
issues with President Bill Clinton when the US leader visited Rome in June. 


Raiser, speaking in Geneva about the conference and about the International 
Year of the Family, questioned the wisdom of the Vatican campaign which seemed 
out of line with important earlier Vatican pronouncements on social 
development. He also challenged the emphasis on economic growth in the Cairo 
preparatory document. 


On. the .related.issue of the family,’ Raiser praised the versatility and 
endurance of the family under pressure from rapid changes in society. 
Speculation about the disintegration of the family was incorrect, he said, 
adding that it was wrong to believe that "there is one normative view of what 
a family should be". 


"All our evidence points to a great variety of patterns of family life that 
range from the traditional, extended family that you still find in rural parts 
of Africa or Asia, through to smaller family units, to the nuclear family and 
the single-parent family. 


"Then you also find new forms of association of different families in co- 
Operative units. It seems that the family is an infinitely flexible form of 
human social living, and that there is an inexhaustible store of imagination 
that human beings have in order to reshape, to recreate the family as the most 
basic social unit in order to fit into and respond to changing social 
conditions. 


"It is certainly true that patterns of family life and the associated rules 
of behaviour and etiquette which were taken for granted by our parents and 
grandparents are rapidly disappearing, but that doesn’t mean the family is 
disappearing." 


The WCC, said Raiser, had been involved in studies on the Christian family and 
programmes of family life education, including the issue of human sexuality, 
Over the past 40 years. A whole series of publications and educational 
materials had been put at the disposal of member churches. 


On the question of women having a strong input for the population debate, 
Raiser said: "The voices of women, their anxieties and hopes, are structurally 
totally under-represented in most governments and no doubt will be under- 
represented in the delegations at Cairo". He added that "the same is true of 
churches". 


The WCC, which has 324 member churches around the world, is sending a 
delegation of observers to the Cairo conference. A core delegation of 15 
observers, along with 10 more who will take part in other activities linked 
to the conference, will attend. 


WCC. observers will focus on women’s concerns, women under racism, youth 
concerns, African issues and migration. A special Migrant Watch group is being 
established by the WCC and during the conference it will monitor views on this 
question. The WCC aims to ensure that more than half its delegation to the UN 
conference are women. 


"Women are obviously concerned in a very special way in population issues 
because of their central role in human reproduction," Raiser told EPS. "Women 
have to bear the burden of carrying the child, of raising the child. Women are 
the people on whom in most cultures the sustenance of the family rests. In 
addition they are the ones who in many cultures work the fields. [more] 
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"So women are absolutely essential to the search for a sustainable form of 
human living in community including the question of population." 


The input of women on the issues of population and development can produce, 
according to Raiser, a "holistic approach, rather than dealing with the 
problem as one in which you need merely get your demographic balances right, 
finding the fastest technical solution". 


"Women are very sceptical of this top-down approach which-“is “very 
characteristically masculine," Raiser said. "They tend to place the undeniable 
problem of population pressure into the wider context of development, of 
environmental sustainability, of education, of democratic participation." 


Raiser expressed qualified praise for the preparatory document for the Cairo 
conference, saying the document - and the progressive discussion of the 
population issue since the population conference in Bucharest in 1974 - showed 
increasing awareness of women’s views. 


But he criticised the document for its adoption of "the new international 
jargon which continuously speaks of sustainable development with the 
implication that sustainable development calls for sustainable growth". 


He rejected the widespread belief that "basically there is nothing wrong with 
our approach to development, but that we have a problem with the ecological 
consequences and we should get that straightened out". 


Summarising this view as the belief that "we need economic growth and we need 
it fast", Raiser said the WCC "has grown increasingly sceptical of this 
approach to the challenge of human and social development, sceptical even of 
the continued use of the term ‘development’ ." 


"There is little evidence to prove it is a priority of most governments in the 
North and in the South to promote the human development of their own 
populations," Raiser said. "Where development in the terms of economic growth 
has taken place, it has happened at the expense of the human security, of the 
well being, of the chances of survival, of the majority of the -people, 
particularly poor people. 


"An economic model that is built essentially on the stimulation and the growth 
of consumption has to be challenged." 


Raiser called on non-governmental organisations who will be present at the UN 
conference to ensure that governments do not adopt "the well known politica. 
strategy" of blaming each other for population and resources problems. 


"There was some experience of this at the UN conference on environment and 
development in Rio de Janeiro [in June 1992], and one can only hope that 
people will have learnt from that experience." 


With one UN source predicting that the world’s population in the year 2025 
will reach 8.5 billion - rising sharply from an estimated 5.2 billion inti 30; 
the WCC, Raiser said, shared the sense of urgency expressed by many in the 
population debate, without buying some of the "doomsday" predictions. 


"Some of the more recent WCC pronouncements have called for a radically 
different lifestyle, for a new system of values that overcomes the growth and 
consumer-orientated materialist values which put being and relationships below 
having and using," Raiser said, adding that in the past 20 years - since the 
first UN conference in Stockholm on the environment - greater sensitivity had 
developed. 


Asked by EPS about role of the WCC at the conference, Raiser pointed out that 
as an observer it could hope at best to influence, but could not follow a more 
direct course of action like the Vatican. 


"There is no WCC position on some of the points on which the Vatican is very 
affirmative. 


"The WCC has no decision-making authority on doctrinal or ethical matters, but 
aims at facilitating and articulating common convictions emerging in 
ecumenical dialogue with the member churches. [more] 
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"Also, the WCC is ina very different role from the Vatican," Raiser said. 


"The Vatican can act as a political entity - the Holy See - and can 
participate as a governmental delegation in the official proceedings of the 
conference. Therefore, like all other governments, it can make its interests, 
its positions known in a very challenging way, playing a political role, using 
pressure on others to make them accept a certain line. 


"The WCC, as a non-governmental organisation, cannot work through political 
pressure. 


"We have to work through the means of persuasion, of convincing arguments, 
trusting the wisdom of what we propose." 


Raiser added: "I wonder about the wisdom of the approach the Vatican has 
chosen, I wonder even if it is the best way to defend its clear position on 
social development put forth in earlier pronouncements. I would at least think 
that more recognition for the diversity of responses and convictions on the 
question of population would have done a greater service to Christian witness 
in this context." 


Asked why, unlike the Roman Catholic Church, protestant churches did not 
always make unambiguous statements on issues related to population, the family 
and immigration, even when church leaders apparently held progressive views, 
Raiser said: "This is basically because of the essentially democratic or 
synodical character of the protestant churches which have a profound 
conviction arising from the belief in the priesthood of all believers, 
accepting that authority is shared by all baptised Christians. They therefore 
cannot be expected to accept a ruling by a bishop or synod representing the 
final word on the matter." 


One such issue - abortion - on which there is division among the churches, was 
"tearing the protestant churches apart, just as it has the Roman Catholic 
Church," Raiser said. While it was clear, he said, that for WCC member 
churches abortion could not be accepted as a means of population control, the 
ethics of abortion were "much more ambiguous" than the ethics of contraception 
which was acceptable in principle to the vast majority of member churches, 
though they might differ over methods of contraception. 


Raiser also linked the problem of domestic violence to some of the wider 
questions to be discussed at Cairo, saying: "The question of violence against 
women needs to be placed in a broad context with the recognition that we are 
struggling with what has been called a spreading culture of violence. This is 
a by-product of the situation of marginalisation, of powerlessness, and of 
poverty. 


"The most exposed targets of violence against women, of violence against 
children, are poor women, street children, refugee women, women in warfare - 
that is to say women and children who are already deprived of the normal 
conditions of security, and therefore become the target of those violent 
expressions of society where the social fabric has begun to disintegrate." 


After the UN conference in Cairo the WCC will draw up a study document on the 
principal issues. The document will be distributed to member churches, who 
will be invited to make responses. A WCC policy document will then be written 
with the intention of presenting it to the WCC central committee meeting in 
September 1995 in Nashville, USA. [EPS] 
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British Methodists honour PCR 


LEEDS, England--The National Methodist Conference in the United Kingdom, 
meeting at the end of June, has congratulated the World Council of Churches’ 
Programme to Combat Racism for its 25th anniversary. The conference noted 
"with interest that the election of the African National Congress to 
government in South Africa completes a process by which.all the liberation 
movements given support by PCR, and for which the programme was once so 
vigorously attached, are now governing their countries. It recalls with 
penitence that the contribution of the British churches over the years has 
been so small." The conference also noted that while apartheid was in retreat 
"racism is becoming more prevalent in other continents, including Europe and 
North America". The conference offered renewed support from the Methodist 
Church "as the programme evolves in a new era". [EPS] 
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German army bishop ‘regrets’ military chaplaincy renegotiation 


HANOVER--Heinz-Georg Binder, the bishop for the armed forces of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) has said that he regrets a recommendation 
by the EKD Council that the church renegotiate the official agreement 
(Vertrag) on military chaplaincy signed in 1957 between the EKD and the West 
German government. According to the agreement, military chaplains are federal 
officials, paid directly by state authorities and the Protestant Church Office 
for the Bundeswehr (German army) is a government agency within the Ministry 
of, Defence. 


The agreement has been a point of controversy, since German unification, 
between the EKD’s member churches in western and eastern Germany [EPS 
94.05.12]. Many protestants in eastern Germany, who were strongly linked to 
a church-based peace movement in the 1980s, opposed extending the official 
agreement to the territory of the former east Germany. 


Most - but not all - EKD member churches in western Germany have voted in 
favour of broadly continuing the existing practice. The east German churches, 
on the other hand, voted for the administration of military chaplaincy to be 
placed under the control of church authorities, rather than the defence 
ministry, and for military chaplains to be church - rather than federal - 
officials. At its July meeting, the EKD Council recommended to the EKD synod 
that this latter view be the basis for the renegotiation of the agreement. 


According to a statement issued after the meeting, the decision reflects that 
"Chaplaincy for soldiers is a task for the church and that it” is’. more 
appropriate that military chaplains have a church status in the service of the 
EKD" and that common regulations for the whole of the EKD could best be found 
by renegotiating the existing agreement. . 


The Roman Catholic church in Germany, which until now has had a similar 
agreement on military chaplaincy to that of the EKD, intends to continue 
existing practice, the protestant press service epd reports. 


Earlier this year, Wolfgang Wild, the EKD official responsible for contacts 
with Germany’s military chaplaincy service, claimed that any renegotiation of 
the existing agreement could "open up a debate in parliamentary bodies on 
church-state relations as a whole". Writing in EKD Bulletin, he said that the 
"good relationship" between the country’s church and state authorities "could 
be put at risk". The agreement on military chaplaincy is the only official 
Vertrag between the EKD and the federal government. [EPS] 
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Archbishop of Canterbury commemorates George Bell 


CHICHESTER--George Carey, the archbishop of Canterbury, has passionately 
defended George Bell, bishop of Chichester during the Second World War, who 
had close links with the German resistance to Hitler but also courted 
unpopularity by public opinion in Britain by denouncing allied "carpet 
bombing" of Germany. Bell was "more anti-Nazi than anyone else on the bench 
of bishops. Yet he was vilified as a traitor", Carey told a service on 20 July 
at Chichester Cathedral, at which German church representatives were present, 
to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the attempt by the German resistance to 
assassinate Hitler. Bell was the first moderator of the World Council of 
Churches’ Central Committee and a leading British ecumenist. 


@ In HANOVER, Germany, Klaus Engelhardt, President of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, said that the commemoration of the 20 July 
should be used as "an opportunity to confront this chapter of our history; we 
must not supress the evil deeds of the Nazi era," he said. 


"For a long time, Hitler could count on the broad support of the population. 
Only slowly grew the insight just how inhuman and criminal the system actually 
was," he said. 


"We honour the people who sacrificed their lives in resistance to Hitler, when 
we struggle against racist, neo-nazi speeches and actions directed against 
Jewish and foreign citizens and people with disabilities. People continue to 
be seduced by the ideology of national socialism," Engelhardt warned. [EPS] 
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Serbian Orthodox bishops reject Geneva plan for Bosnia 


By Edmund Doogue 
GENEVA--Serbia’s Orthodox bishops have attacked: the peace plan proposed for 
the division of Bosnia-Hercegovina. 


Their uncompromising rejection of the peace plan came at a time regarded in 
international circles as extremely delicate, with the pPUSSibi lity “of “ari 
escalation of hostilities looking increasingly likely. 


In a statement released after Serbia’s bishops met in Belgrade on 5 July, they 
argued strongly in defence of Serbian claims to "our centuries-old places of 
worship" and "holy cities" in the region. They also linked church claims to 
those of the "Orthodox Nation". 


The bishops stressed, however, that "we condemn every evil act - no matter who 
commits it or towards whom it is committed." They supported plans "for peace 
with our entire being - but a just peace, and... a lasting one". 


"As a People and Church deeply rooted in the martyred land of Bosnia and 
Hercegovina, we cannot today agree to, nor can we accept the decisions forced 
upon us in Geneva concerning percentages and maps, in that way being left 
without our centuries-old hearths and holy cities: Zitomislic of the Neretva 
River or Rmnje of the Una River, the Cathedral Church in Mostar or Sobotnica 
Church on the Drina, Krka Monastery or Krupa Monastery in Dalmatia, Ozren or 
Vosuca in Bosnia, Prebilovci in Hercegovina or Jasenovac in Slavonia." 


‘"We cannot agree that our nation be newly fractured and broken into pieces by 
the decisions which in effect mean that small nations, as is the Serbian, do 
not have the same rights which the large and powerful ones have. We believe 
only in the power of the justice of God, and not in the justness of human 
might." 


The bishops’ statement was a clear call for rejection of the peace plan, 
endorsed by the United States, Russia and the European Union, which would have 
cut Bosnia-Hercegovina roughly in half between the Serbs and the Muslim-Croat 
federation. 


Some of the towns mentioned by the Serbian bishops would become Muslim-Croat 
territory under the Geneva plan. 


The two sides were given two weeks from 5 July to accept the offer in what is 
becoming an increasingly exasperated international effort to end hostilities 
in the region. The Bosnian Serbs effectively rejected the offer. 


Some commentators fear the failure of the plan could lead to United States 
pressure for lifting the arms embargo imposed on Bosnia, producing greatly 
increased hostilities. 


In their three-page statement, the Serbian bishops made a strong defence of 
their claims: "We are not appearing as just some political side, but rather 
as the Church of Christ among these People of God in this difficult moment of 
temptation for our history and human history in general. 


"We consciously and responsibly proclaim that we would rather agree not to 
live, than to be traitors to our People and to wash our hands of its fate of 
today and tomorrow, having spiritually led it for centuries on the Cross- 
bearing path of Christ." 


According to the bishops, "the Serbian Orthodox people" have lived in the 
region where war is being waged for "more than 1000 years, and [they are] not 
a newcomer on them, nor an aggressor, nor an occupier. This is also borne 
witness by our centuries-old places of worship, churches and monasteries, the 
graves of our fathers and martyrs, the homes and settlements of our forebears 
and brothers, where we have always been, and so even in the centuries of 
Turkish enslavement..." 


A spokesman for the World Council of Churches said after the release of the 
statement by the Serbian Orthodox bishops: "The statement by the Serbian 
bishops was not addressed to the World Council of Churches nor does it request 
any action of the World Council of Churches. We do not intend to comment on 
the specific details of the statement. [more] 
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"However, the World Council of Churches holds the following position: We have 
consistently defended the conviction that a just peace cannot be established 
by continued fighting. If any peace is to be established, the fighting must 
stop. It is also clear that for any peace to exist, there will need to be 
some re-partition of Bosnia. However, any re-partition need not necessarily 
be for ever. What is currently being proposed by the Contact Group may not be 
a perfect solution, but the latest peace plan is not very far from what has 
already been agreed by the leaders of the three communities in the past." 


@® Agence de Presse internationale catholique reports from BELGRADE that a 
leading Serbian Orthodox figure believes that Pope John Paul II would not be 
welcome in Belgrade, the Serbian capital, because of the Vatican’s "anti-Serb 
attitude". Metropolitan Jovan Pavlovic, of Zagreb and Ljubljana, who lives in 
exile in Belgrade, agreed that the Pope had the right to visit Roman Catholics 
wherever he wished, but, the metropolitan said, the Pope was also a head of 
state whose visits always had a political element. 


"If the Pope came to Belgrade on a pastoral visit, we would expect him to 
officially condemn those responsible for the genocide which took place in the 
Second World War," Metropolitan Pavlovic said. 


The Pope is expected to visit Bosnia in September, but, according to Frank 
Perko, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Belgrade, the visit will go ahead only if 
the Roman Catholic leader can also visit Belgrade at the same time. Slobodan 
Milosevic, the president of Serbia Montenegro, would welcome a visit by the 
Pope, but, according to APIC, the agreement of the Serbian Orthodox Church is 
needed. At their recent synod, the Serbian Orthodox bishops did not discuss 
the matter. APIC added that the Serbian Orthodox church wants to prevent the 
visit because of fears of an alliance between the Roman Catholic Church and 
Muslims in the region. [EPS] 
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Chikane to step down as SACC general secretary 


JOHANNESBURG-- Frank Chikane, general secretary of the South African Council 
of Churches has announced plans to leave the council. Chikane said that he 
would leave his position now that the victory over apartheid was a "mission 
accomplished", in a speech on 5 July at the council’s annual conference, in 
Midrand, outside Johannesburg, Religious News Service reports. 


Chikane told the meeting: "We meet here today, after a momentous event in 
this country - a transition from the monstrous, evil and racist apartheid 
system to a non-racial, non-sexist and democratic system of governance 
that system which treated blacks like dirt and non-humans is gone!" 


Chikane did not say what he will do when he leaves the council, which played 
a key role in the fight against apartheid. Chikane was recently on unpaid 
leave from the council while serving as one of the 11 members of the 
Independent Electoral Commission that oversaw South: « Afmicass:refprat 
multi-racial elections. Because of his role in the commission, he is 
prohibited, for a year, from holding politiecalroffiaces 


Chikane asked that a search committee that was formed to oversee the 
transition quickly choose and name his successor. Many other council officials 
are leaving to become members of the new government. The council is also 
redefining its role in a new South Africa - from outspoken opponent of the 
apartheid system to a principal player in the reconstruction of a new society. 


On a practical level, that means the council needs fewer staff, and has 
offered compensation to employees. About half of the council’s 120-member 
staff have accepted the offer. 


In his speech, Chikane spoke of the new role for the churches, saying there 
is a need for a "ministry of. reconciliation and development" and a "ministry 
of reconciliation and healing." He expressed hope that a truth commission 
investigating past human rights abuses will "liberate us from the past so that 
we can move into the future without fear or doubt." 


He added that the new order gave the churches the opportunity of "establishing 
an order which will measure success in terms of change in the quality of life 
of the least our people." Chikane said the council’s member churches should 
approach the new government with a spirit of "critical solidarity", but must 
also "remain a conscience of the nation". [EPS] 
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India’s Dalits struggle against caste insults and violence 


By Edmund Doogue 

GENEVA--James Massey, secretary and director of the Dalit Solidarity Programme 
(DSP), estimates that India has more than 250 million Dalit people - roughly 
equivalent to the entire population of the United States. 


Asked why the injustices faced by Dalits, the poorest of India’s poor, victims 
of inter-caste hatred, violence and oppression, receive insufficient 
attention, Massey replied: "Outsiders just don’t see the problem. In South 
Africa people could easily see here was a black and here was a white and here 
there was discrimination. 


"In the case of India, nearly all outsiders accept classical Hinduism, and 
once you accept that you don’t recognize the problem." 


At an international level, at the United Nations and other organisations, 
Massey said, India was represented by upper-caste Hindus. Unfortunately, he 
said, this applies in Christian organisations as well. 


"In ecumenical bodies, you hardly ever find anyone appointed from a Dalit 
background," Massey told EPS. 


Dalits, according to many sources, even suffer discrimination within churches, 
although up to 80 per cent of India’s 25 million Christians are Dalit. 


The Dalit Solidarity Programme was first conceived after the World Council of 
Churches’ (WCC) Programme to Combat Racism Commission met in Madras in 1989. 
Since then the commission has strengthened its ties with the Dalits, and tried 
to make WCC member churches more aware of the Dalits’ fight for justice and 
freedom from discrimination. 


In Indian society Dalits are excluded from the four main Hindu castes, to 
which they are considered, by Hindus, inferior. Even the names applied to them 
are highly offensive and contemptuous. In English they used to be described 
as "untouchables". The word Dalit, which means "crushed" or "oppressed", a 
name they accept as describing their condition, has gained popularity over the 
past 20 years. 


Another popular name for Dalits has been "harijans" (children of God), 
proposed by Mahatma Ghandi. But Massey said this name was offensive because 
it was originally applied to the children of temple prostitutes. 


The DSP is trying to "internationalise" the problems faced by Dalits who, 
according to DSP figures, are the main victims of inter-caste violence. On 
average, 750 Dalits are murdered each year in inter-caste violence, and 
approximately 550 Dalit women are raped each year in what the DSP calls 
"demonstrations of power". 


Dalits are routinely assigned the most hated work in India, such as cleaning 
toilets and the transportation of excrement. 


Despite these conditions, the DSP claims, there is "a fundamental lack of 
will" in India’s political system to change the conditions faced by Dalits. 


According to Massey, Hindus do not see the caste system as bad or evil. "They 
believe it keeps discipline in society and, also, a division of labour. They 
believe that if a person is born into an upper caste, it is because of their 
previous good works, and if a person is born lower caste, it is because of a 
previous bad life. As long you believe in karma, there is no need for 
compassion. According to that system, you have to work out your own fate 
through your own deeds." 


Massey added that, unfortunately, the concept of original sin in Christianity 
was not unlike the belief in karma. This similarity had had an unfortunate 
result in Indian Christianity which had in some places allowed the caste 
system to continue within Christian communities. 


He also blamed the survival of caste prejudice in India on the local style of 
Christianity, which, he said, was "particularly pietistic, with the emphasis 
on the next world and not on this one". Massey said that while on the surface 
Christian prejudice against Dalits was not as evident as it used to be, the 
discrimination continued in subtle ways. [more] 
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In some churches, he said, English was retained as the main language, even 
though there was no need to do so -- the result was the exclusion of Dalits, 
the vast majority of whom cannot speak English. 


Massey met representatives of all units of the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva in July. He urged the WCC to relate to Dalits "as an equal partner, not 
just as someone showing sympathy, not like someone of an upper caste giving 
aid". He told WCC representatives that "the Dalit issue is a problem that 
touches the whole person, not just issues of human rights and health", and for 
that reason all units of the WCC should be committed to working with Dalits. 
"We are talking about education, about human rights, about poverty, about 
internationalising the issue," Massey said, adding that after the WCC meeting 
he felt there was a possibility of genuine partnership between the Dalits and 
the WCC. i 


® A Jesuit priest, George Soares-Prabhu, has accused the churches in India of 
"compromising with caste - just as the churches in the West ... have 
compromised with Mammon". In a recent issue of SEDOS bulletin, published in 
ROME, he wrote: "...Dalit Christians, shocking as this may seem, continue in 
many places to be an ‘untouchable’ group, doubly discriminated against. 
Because they are Christian, they are denied the remedial privileges granted 
other members of the scheduled castes, on the grounds that they are no longer 
disadvantaged since Christianity does not admit caste. But, since they are 
Dalits, they continue to suffer from caste-discrimination within the church, 
in a form only marginally less severe than that inflicted on their Dalits by 
Hindu society." 


According to Soares-Prabhu, in some parishes in south India, Dalits live in 
segregated colonies in Christian villages, are segregated in separate parts 
of their own churches during services, are prevented from serving Mass and 
from reading at church services, and are treated with "open contempt by their 
clean caste fellow Christians and their priests, most of whom come from these 
‘upper’ castes™. 


e@ In BANGALORE, India, the Dalit Voice newspaper has launched a vigorous 
attack on the reputation of Mahatma Ghandi, the spiritual and political leader 
who won worldwide admiration for his espousal of non-violent activism to win 
India’s independence. In an article bitterly opposing moves to establish 
memorials to Ghandi in the United States, Dalit Voice described him in its 
July 16 issue as "a caste man, meaning a fanatical supporter and practitioner 
of the sanctified racism ... practised in India and wherever the brahminical 
Hindus live in the world, for over 3000 years ... He in fact helped to hit» the 
last nail on the coffin of the Untouchables’ future. He killed them with his 
‘kindness’, meaning by his sweet words, but it was a ‘kiss of death’ for the 
Untouchables." 


At CHIRALA and PEDDAPURAM in Andhra Pradesh, rural Christian youth camps were 
sponsored by ecumenical organisations in India in May. About 50 young people 
attended the camps, organised "with the conviction that the constituency of 
Christian youth work in India needs to be rural rather than urban as presently 
pursued by the churches and youth organisations". A report by the organisers 
added: "The Indian church itself is primarily a rural church and attempts of 
this sort would lead to an authentic self-discovery of the church itself." 
Many of those who took part in the camps were Christian Dalits from the South 
Andhra Lutheran Church, the Baptist Church, the Church of South India, and the 
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church. [EPS] 
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Prominent Lutheran scholar to join Roman Catholic Church 


GENEVA--Robert Wilken, a prominent Lutheran scholar, has decided to join the 
Roman Catholic Church, according to Lutheran World Information. Wilken, a 
professor at the University of Virginia, Charlottesville, and a member of 
national and international Lutheran-Orthodox dialogues, announced his 
resignation from the Lutheran-Orthodox Joint Commission in a letter to the 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF). 


According to the magazine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
Wilken said he had devoted his life to "bringing Lutheranism closer to the 
main trunk of Western Catholicism", but in the last 10 to 15 years his own 
church, the ELCA, had been moving the other way. [EPS] 
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French-speaking Anglicans build global links 


MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin, USA--There are two million French-speaking Anglicans 
around the world, according to the US Episcopalian magazine, The Living 
Church. Rencontres (encounters), an international organization set up in 1985, 
tries to maintain contact between French-speaking Anglicans, most of whom live 
in Africa, Canada and Haiti. 


Jacques Bossiére, who founded Rencontres when he was canon theologian at the 
American Cathedral in Paris, said: "I was pursued by this idea, that the 
Anglican Communion did not make enough room for French-speaking Anglicans." 
Rencontres has ties with French-speaking Huguenot congregations and with Swiss 
Old Catholic churches. According to Bossiére, 21 francophone bishops attended 
the 1988 Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops. Anglican Communion News 
Service in LONDON reports that Rencontres and the African Network of 
Institutions of Theological Education preparing Anglicans for Ministry 
(ANITEPAM) will host the first international conference for French-speaking 
Anglican theological institutions. The conference, which will take place in 
Africa in 1995, will bring together representatives from francophone 
countries, including 28 bishops and representatives of the churches in 
Madagascar, Mauritius, Haiti, Canada and France. [EPS] 
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Lutherans criticise Israeli raid on Jerusalem hospital 


GENEVA--The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) has criticised an Israeli military 
raid on 2 July on the Augusta Victoria Hospital, located in Israeli-occupied 
Bast Jerusalem. The Augusta Victoria, which is supported by the Lutheran World 
Federation, is one of the main hospitals for Palestinian refugees in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 


Lutheran World Information reports David Johnson, the LWF representative in 
Jerusalem, as saying that the Israeli forces, during the raid, grabbed the 
hair of one visitor whose wife was in the hospital to give birth to their 
child. The man was then pushed, kicked and held to the floor by force. A 
parent who tried to keep troops from entering a children’s ward had a gun 
pointed at her and was then pushed aside. One girl, about 10 years old, 
became hysterical and remained in a state of shock into the evening. Another 
girl of similar age tried to hide from soldiers behind chairs and blankets. 
A pediatric nurse was pushed and bruised by soldiers. Some 50 Israeli border 
police were involved in the hour-long raid, according to agency reports. In 
a letter to Israeli foreign minister Shimon Peres, LWF general secretary 
Gunnar Staalsett objected to the invasion of the hospital. "The incident is 
without precedent," Staalsett wrote. 


The LWF protested against the interruption of the administration of health 
care procedures by military action and the effects of the raid on patients, 
visitors and staff. The LWF said the armed operation violated the integrity 
of the hospital as a medical care centre and constituted a violation and 
invasion of the LWF’s property and buildings. The federation called on the 
Israeli authorities to provide an explanation for their actions, but has yet 
to receive a response. [EPS] 
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Papal answers tipped to hit best-seller list 


ROME--The Italian publisher, Mondadori, is getting ready to launch what it 
expects to be a best-seller, a book of essays by Pope John Paul II. The 230- 
page book, Crossing the Threshold of Hope, will be published on 8 November - 
10 million copies in 20 languages will be released. According to Agence de 
Presse internationale catholique, the book will be based on questions 
formulated by the Italian journalist, Vittorio Messori, who is best known for 
The Ratzinger Report, a book-length interview with the Roman Catholic Church’s 
doctrinal watchdog, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger. Messori is also editing the 
book. 


The Pope’s royalties - sales revenues could reach US$100 million according to 
the Herald Tribune newspaper - will go to charity. Italian Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi controls 47 per cent of Mondadori. According to Luciano 
Mondadori, director of the publishing house, "the book puts questions [to the 
Pope] that any person, even a non-believer, might ask, questions that anybody 
would like to put to the head of the Catholic Church, to Christ’s 
representative on Earth." [EPS] 
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US mission board calls for Taiwan ’self-determination’ 


WEST LAFAYETTE--The overseas mission agency of the United Church of Christ of 
the United States has become one of the first American church groups to 
address the delicate issue of the future status of Taiwan. At its annual 
meeting at the beginning of July, the United Church Board for World 
Ministries called for self-determination for the island, and voted to ask the 
Clinton administration to use its influence to provide "true representation 
in the international community for the peoples of Taiwan". 


The issue is a controversial one because the People’s Republic of China, on 
the mainland, and the Republic of China, on Taiwan, each claim the island as 
its own, despite Taiwan being independent in the ninteenth century. Today, the 
Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, along with civil rights organizations and 
indigenous peoples, is advocating that Taiwanese membership of the United 
Nations as an independent country [EPS 94.06.11]. "This is a justice issue," 
according to David Hirano, executive vice president of the United Church’s 
World Board. "We need to stand in solidarity with our partner church," he 
said. The United Church’s World Board has close links with the Prebyterian 
Church in Taiwan. [EPS] 
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US church leader defends right to belief and disbelief 


WASHINGTON, DC--Joan Campbell, general secretary of the National Council of 
Churches (USA) General Secretary has warned that "the right to belief is 
secure only in a climate that secures the right of disbelief as well." 


Campbell, defending the role of religion in public life while rejecting 
attempts to portray the United States as a Judaeo-Christian nation, was 
introducing a new statement, "A Shared Vision: Religious Liberty in the 21st 
Century," which was presented to Al Gore, US vice-president, on 14 July. 


"To live in a land where religious belief is freely chosen and religious 
exercise freely engaged in without governmental help or hindrance is uniquely 
American," Campbell said. 


"We celebrate freedom of religion, that is, the inalienable right of every 
citizen to practice his or her faith without government interference. We 
celebrate too, even as a people of faith, the freedom from compulsory 
state-established religion," she said. 


The statement, which was initiated three years ago by officials of the 
National Council of Churches, American Jewish Committee and Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs, is also supported by Americans for Religious 
Liberty; the General Board, Baptist State Convention of North Carolina; and 
People for the American Way. More than 80 individuals also have signed the 
statement. 


"We wanted to say in a positive, proactive way that we have a shared vision 
for religious liberty," James Dunn, the executive director of the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs, said. [EPS] 
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EPS 94.07.47 
German church leader heads Leuenberg fellowship 
DUSSELDORF--Peter Beier, Prases (president) of the Evangelical Church in 
Rhineland, has been elected president in office of the Leuenberg Church 
Fellowship. The other three members of the praesidium are: Jaan Kiivity 
archbishop of the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church, Elisabeth Parmentier, 
of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession of Alsace and Lorraine, 
and Heinrich Rusterholz, President of the Swiss Protestant Church Federation. 
The decision follows the general assembly of the Leuenberg Church Fellowship 
in May [EPS 94.05.29] which agreed that the Leuenberg executive committee 
should elect four presidents to represent the Leuenberg Church Fellowship and 
present common Reformation positions to the outside world. The Leuenberg 
Church Fellowship is named after the 1973 agreement between European Lutheran, 
Reformed and United churches. [EPS] 
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CMS establishes link with CEC. 

LONDON--The Church Missionary Society has become an associate member of the 
Conference of European Churches. Announcing the affiliation, CMS president 
David Bleakley, said: "Obligations and opportunities for the churches abound 
in Europe as the process of reconstruction gets under way. Hopefully the 
vision of a ‘common European home’ may become a reality. However, Christian 
pressure must always be on hand to ensure that the renewed continent does not 
become a ‘fortress Europe’, disregarding its continuing obligation to Africa 
and other desperately marginalised areas of the world." [EPS] 
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Patriarch ‘welcome in Rome’ 
ROME--Pope John Paul II has restated the Vatican’s wish to overcome tensions 
and divisions between the Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches. After 
embracing Metropolitan Athanasios of Helioupolis and Theira during a special 
service in St Peter’s Basilica in Rome on 29 June, the Pope said: "Christ 
wants us to be one heart and one soul." According to the Orthodox Press 
Service, the Pope also expressed his "wish to personally meet the Ecumenical 
Patriarch in this very basilica to pray together with him so that the Lord ... 
may allow us to soon reach full communion". The Ecumenical Patriarch, 
Bartholomeos I, intends to visit Rome next year. [EPS] 
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Lutheran theologian and family killed in car accident 
GENEVA--An Indian Lutheran theologian, Immanuel David, and his family were 
killed in a car accident in Cameroon on 2 July. Originally from Madras, India, 
Immanuel David, aged 47, was highly regarded as a scholar of much promise. He 
spent the last six years in the Faculty of Protestant Theology in Yaoundé. In 
the past 12 months alone he published articles on Christology, the thought of 
Martin Luther, and fundamentalism, as well as teaching a series of courses. 
Immanuel David, his wife Beula, and their two children, Sneha and Michael, 
were killed in the accident. [EPS] 
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Norway’s churches prepare for 1000th anniversary 

OSLO--Norway will celebrate an important anniversary in 1995 -- the 1000th 
anniversary of the building of its first church, on the island of Moster in 
Sunnhordland. However, according to Church of Norway News, Christianity 
reached Norway long before the year 995. [EPS] 
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Orthodox archbishop chosen to lead Australian council 
CANBERRA, Australia--Aghan Baliozian, Archbishop of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church in Australia, has been elected as the first president of the newly 
formed National Council of Churches in Australia. According to the Anglican 
Church Scene newspaper, Baliozian said that Australia was truly a 
multicultural society which led the world in its implementation of the 
multicultural ideal. "My election is a further sign of acceptance at a 
national level of the ethnic and Orthodox reality of Australian cultural and 
religious life," he said. Seven of the 13 churches in the NCCA are Orthodox 
churches. [EPS] 
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Monastic birth control 

GENEVA--The Dalai Lama has a solution to the world’s problem of over- 
population, according to Hinduism Today. During a talk in Berkeley, 
California, the spiritual leader said life was precious, and for that reason 
it was better not to practise birth control. But if there were too many 
people, he said, "then we must take measures for birth control. The 
non-violent nature of birth control - I jokingly tell - is to have more monks, 
more nuns." [EPS] 
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British churches take action to stem ’racial incidents’ 
LONDON--The Churches’ Commission for Racial Justice has issued a study pack 
to help Christian groups come to grips with the issue of racial violence. The 
commission, linked to the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland, quoted 
a British government minister who said that there were up to 140,000 racial 
incidents in Britain every year. The study pack can be purchased from the 
commission at Inter-Church House, 35-41 Lower Marsh, London SE1 7RL. [EPS] 
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South African Anglicans to reconsider clergy politics ban 
JOHANNESBURG--The Anglican Province of Southern Africa’s ban on clergy 
membership of political parties is to be re-examined by the bishops’ synod, 
according to Southern African Anglican News. The prohibition has caused 
controversy since it was imposed by the synod a few weeks after the unbanning 
of the African National Congress and Pan Africanist Congress in 1990. The ban 
was originally imposed on the grounds that although clergy were encouraged to 
be involved in the political campaigns of their communities, it should not 
happen on a partisan basis. [EPS] 
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War on war toys 
LONDON--The Anglican Pacifist Fellowship has joined 14 other organisations, 
including the United Nations Association, in condemning war toys and war 
games. The organisations raised a petition calling on television companies to 
stop advertising war games, according to Anglican Communion News Service. The 
organisations said in a statement: "Believing that war toys and war games 
contribute significantly to a culture of war and violence, we call, asa first 
step, on television companies to cease all advertising of violent toys and 
games and on [Great Britain’s] Independent Television Commission to institute 
a code of practice which would prohibit such advertising." [EPS] 
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Religious News Service appoints new editor 
WASHINGTON--Joan Connell, a religion and ethics writer, has been named editor 
of Religious News Service, based in the United States. Connell replaces Judy 
Weidman, who was recently named director of communications for the United 


Methodist Church. "At a time when much of the world is struggling over 
religion, we think Joan Connell’s leadership at RNS will point the way toa 
new recognition of the importance of quality religion journalism," said 


Deborah Howell, editor and bureau chief of Newhouse News Service in 
Washington, which is purchasing RNS. According to RNS, Connell, aged 46, has 
written about religion, ethics and moral issues for Newhouse News Service 
since 1991. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.58 


Protest against gay ministry costs Methodist minister his job 
LOOES, England--John Gillespie, a Methodist clergyman from the United States 
who has served for seven years a Methodist congregation in Looes, England, has 
been dismissed from the British church for refusing to reaffirm his ordination 
vows. Religious News Service reports that Gillespie and about 50 members of 
his former English charge have established their own independent church 
congregation as a protest against the British Methodist affirmation of the 
ministry of gays and lesbians. Ministers in the British Methodist church are 
obliged to renew their ordination vows each year, including one that calls on 
clergy to "believe and preach [Methodist] doctrines and observe and administer 
[Methodist] discipline". According to Gillespie, decisions by the British 
Methodist Conference in 1993 affirming the minsitry of gays and lesbians and 
and on interfaith relations were "non-scriptural". [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.59 


New moderator for United Reformed Church 

LONDON--John Reardon, general secretary of the Council of Churches for Britain 
and Ireland, has been elected moderator of the general assembly of the United 
Reformed Church for the year 1995-96. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.60 


Kurt Waldheim becomes papal knight 

ROME--Pope John Paul II has named former Austrian president, Kurt Waldheim, 
as a papal knight, re-opening old wounds in the Jewish community about Vatican 
insensitivity to he Holocaust. On 6 July at the Vatican’s embassy in Vienna, 
Waldheim was appointed a member of the Ordine Piano, one of seven elite 
equestrian orders of knights whose members are named directly by the Pope. 
Religious News Service reports that Archbishop Donato Squicciarini, the papal 
nuncio to Austria, conferred the honor on Waldheim, praising his role 
"safeguarding human rights" while serving as United Nations secretary general. 
The Vatican made no official comment about the Pope’s decision to honour 
Waldheim, who has been criticised for his role as a German army officer 
serving in the Balkans during the Second World War. In NEW YORK Rabbi James 
Rudin, director of inter-religious affairs for the American Jewish Committee 
said: "We’re very surprised and very disappointed that the Vatican has 
conferred a knighthood on Waldheim." [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.61 


Vatican finds beds for Holy Year 

ROME--The Vatican’s Office of Roman Pilgrimages expects 30 million visitors 
in the year 2000, which has been declared a "Holy Year". According to Agence 
de Presse internationale catholique, many of the pilgrims are expected to come 
from the former communist countries of central and eastern Europe. The Vatican 
is already making arrangements for religious houses in Rome to make an extra 
5000 beds available for pilgrims during the year. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.62 
Billy Graham praises Kim Il Sung 
LOUISVILLE--Billy Graham, the US evangelist, has mourned the death of the 
North Korean president Kim Il Sung, describing him as a "forceful and 
charismatic" leader, Religious News Service reports. "I could understand why 
he was held in such high esteem by his fellow citizens," Graham, who is one 
of the few Christian leaders to have met Kim Il Sung, said in a statement 
issued after Kim’s death. Graham’s wife, Ruth, attended a high school in 
Pyongyang, now the North Korean capital, in the 1930s. Graham and his son, 
Ned, visited North Korea in 1992 and again in January this year. During these 
visits, Graham said, they had "extended private discussions" with Kim and 
later exchanged personal messages. [EPS] 


EPS 94.07.63 
Obituary: Former EPS editor killed in car accident 


GENEVA--Tom Dorris, a former employee of the World Council of Churches and 
former editor of the Ecumenical Press Service, was killed in a car accident 
in central Sweden on 9 July. 


Thomas Hartley Dorris, aged 47, communications director at the Life and Peace 
Institute in Uppsala, Sweden, since July 1992, was known and respected in 
ecumenical circles worldwide. His funeral service is being held in the United 
States. A memorial service was held at Uppsala on 13 July, and a memorial mass 
was said at John XXIII Roman Catholic parish, Geneva, on 14 July. More 
memorial services are planned for the Uppsala cathedral of the Church of 
Sweden, the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, and the Emmanual Lutheran Church in 
New York. The Cursillo community in Geneva also plans a memorial event later 
in the year and it has been proposed that the ecumenical community’s choirs 
in Geneva sing Handel’s Messiah later in the year in remembrance of Tom. 


His sudden death was caused by a two-car collision on Saturday afternoon in 
the province of Dalecarlia. Tom was on holiday, driving a minivan also 
carrying his sister and her family when their vehicle hit another, travelling 
in the opposite direction, on a curve. Tom’s relations suffered bruises. Tom 
lost consciousness as he was taken out of the car and is believed to have died 
cin an ambulance on the way to hospital. 


Tom, who was born in Utica, New York, in February 1947, had degrees in 
political science and journalism from Columbia University, New York. 


In 1982 he was consecrated as deacon in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America, and his religious commitment led him to work in international, 
ecumenical journalism. Tom established a reputation as a skilled writer and 
editor on ecumenical and religious matters. 


Before accepting the post of EPS editor in Geneva in 1981, he worked for daily 
newspapers in Utica, held the job of news director for the Lutheran Council 
in the United States, and wrote for the Religious News Service in New York. 


Tom remained editor of EPS until 1991. He made a strong contribution to the 
plan for an ecumenical news service to be sponsored by major ecumenical 
bodies. That service will be launched on 1 September 1994 with the name 
Ecumenical News International. 


Tom also edited the Life and Peace Review, and was a frequent contributor to 
One World, Lutheran Partners, The Lutheran and Lutheran Forum. 


Jan Kok, communications director at the World Council of Churches, said the 
sudden death of Tom had left WCC staff, especially in communications, "at a 
loss for words". He described Tom "as a friend and colleague, but also ...a 
very conscientious and able journalist with a strong commitment to interpret 
ecumenical Christianity and the WCC as a way of serving the church. His death 
leaves a terrible void." [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK 


Ecumenical News International, a new ecumenical news service will be launched 
on 1 September 1994. ENI will provide a regular news service, by fax and 
electronic mail, for secular and church related media and will publish a 
printed bulletin every two weeks. ENI will supersede EPS, whose subscribers 
will receive the ENI bulletin from September onwards. Subscription rates for 
1995 wil be published in the autumn. 


ENI will provide an up-to-date, global, ecumenical news service; offer news 
coverage of the daily life and witness of churches worldwide, from many 
different perspectives; give religious perspectives to worldwide news 
developments, including political and international issues, as they occur. 


The co-editors of ENI are Stephen Brown and Edmund Doogue. 


ENI is supported by the World Council of Churches, the Lutheran World 
Federation, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and the Conference of 
European Churches, but is distinct from the partners who sponsor it. 


REEKEEKKKRKEEEKRKEKER 


As part of the plans for Ecumenical News International, ENI is seeking 
experienced journalists as contributors in different parts of the world. 
Potential contributors are invited to send to the ENI editors in Geneva their 
curriculum vitae and copies of three of their articles published this year. 


REKKKKKEKKKKEKEEEE 


ENI will be available by electronic mail and ENI stories can be sent to any 
INTERNET e-mail address as they are published. Until 31 December 1994, 
existing EPS subscribers may also receive ENI articles by electronic mail 
without further charge. Please contact ENI if you wish to receive ENI by e- 
mail. ENI will also be available on ECUNET, an electronic network. ECUNET 
subscribers will be able to access ENI stories as they are published. For 
further information on ECUNET contact David Pozzi-Johnson at the World Council 
of Churches. 


ENI Can’ be reached by e-mail. The ENI INTERNET address is: 
31domain.wccl.eps@WCCXSMTP .WCC-COE.ORG 


HREKEKKKEKREKREEREKEE 


The 44th session of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies will take place 
from 15 October 1995 until 28 February 1996, with the theme "A Theology of 
Life". Under the auspices of the World Council of Churches and the 
University of Geneva, the graduate school is open to all students, young 
pastors, priests, teachers and lay people suitably qualified, who are 
interested in a deeper study of ecumenical problems and want to prepare 
themselves for ecumenical work. For further information, please write to: 
Ecumenical Institute, Chateau de Bossey (Vaud), CH-1298 Céligny, Switzerland; 
Tel: (41-22) 960 9333; Fax: (41-22) 776 0169; Cable: INSTITUTCELIGNY Geneva. 


HREKKEKKEEKKEREEKEKEER 


The LIFE & PEACE INSTITUTE, an international ecumenical centre for peace 
research and action, is looking for a new Communications Director to be 
responsible for the editorial work, production and distribution of the Life 
& Peace Review and other LPI publications, and for the promotion of the 
institute and its publications. Applications should be sent before 24 
September to: Ulla Johansson, LPI, Box 297, $-751 05 Uppsala, Sweden. For 
further information call Nichole Wolf, or Bernt Jonsson on (46) 18-16 95 00. 


EPS 94.08.01 
Churches in Rwanda ‘discredited’ by links with former regime 


GENEVA--The churches in Rwanda have been discredited by aligning themselves 
far too much with the former Hutu-dominated regime and its tribal politics, 
and many inside the country believe they must be reborn, just as the country 
is being reborn, according to an international church official who has just 
returned from a fact-finding visit to the Rwandan Capital, Kigali. 


Samuel Isaac, deputy director for "sharing and service" of the World Council 
of Churches (WCC), told a press conference in Geneva on 11 August that in one 
incident, a Roman Catholic Hutu priest was alleged to have shot dead 10 of his 
Tutsi parishioners who came to seek refuge in the church from massacres by the 
former government militia. 


"In every conversation we had, with the government and church people alike, 
the point was brought home to us that the church itself stands tainted, not 
by passive indifference, but by errors of commission as welll, ,according,.to 
a report by Isaac which was made available at the press conference. 


"From what we have seen and heard [this claim] was valid for all churches in 
Rwanda, protestant and Roman Catholic alike", said Isaac, who visited Kigali 
and refugee camps outside Rwanda at the beginning of August with officials of 
the Lutheran World Federation and the All Africa Council of Churches. 


Isaac said that according to reports he had heard, there might today be only 
100 000 Tutsi alive compared with one and a quarter million before the 
Massacres began. There are virtually no official church structures left in 
Kigali, according to Isaac. Church leaders have either been killed or are 
living as refugees outside the country, and communication between Kigali and 
the rest of Rwanda is virtually impossible. 


The delegation met 15 survivors from the Presbyterian Church, who had escaped 
massacre by the former government militia by hiding in Kigali or in other 
parts of Rwanda, and who had formed a small emergency committee to re- 
establish contacts with the church inside the country as a whole. Many of the 
committee had lost members of their families. Nine members of the family of 
one committee member were wiped out, including his wife and children. 


The "surviving church" gave the delegation a statement which included a list 
of 17 pastors and their families known to have been massacred in the violence 
that broke out in April. The statement also called for assistance from the 
international church community to rebuild the church. 


"They want. to pick up the pieces", Isaac said. "They are not particularly 
church leaders, but pastors, church elders and so on. They told us the church 
had made a mistake in being too aligned to the previous regime. There is a 
general feeling which regretted that the church, which should have been 
promoting reconciliation, was unwittingly aligned with a regime which had 
built itself up on tribal lines." 


As far as the church leaders outside the country were concerned, the survivors 
made a point of saying that people who had held office were deemed still to 
hold office, Isaac said. However, the leaders should return to Rwanda and 
account for their actions as individuals, and should be queried and judged for 
their actions, if necessary. 


Isaac said that a discussion with church leaders outside the country about the 
allegations had been "difficult" and that it had not been possible to have a 
"substantial discussion". One of the church leaders outside Rwanda, Emmanuel 
Nkosi, general secretary of the Christian Council of Rwanda, planned to return 
to the country in August. 


Many of the church leaders living as refugees in Zaire had "a tale to tell of 
how they were forced to flee. One was outside the country when the events 
happened, another was called on the telephone ... and told he would be killed 
unless he fled", Isaac said. 


@®Religion has proved a "powerful source for the ideology of racial hate" in 
Rwanda, according to Alex de Waal, co-director of African Rights, a human 
rights organization based in LONDON. "The Hutu Ten Commandments", published 
in 1990, enjoined the Hutu to "stop having mercy on the Tutsi", according to 
de Waal, writing in the Church Times (see ECUVIEW, EPS 94.08.32, in this 
issue). [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.02 
Rids conference switches service after Anglicans ban homosexuals 


By Edmund Doogue 

BANGKOK--An ecumenical HIV/Aids conference in Thailand dropped plans to hold 
a church service at the Anglican Church in Bangkok after the church tried to 
ban homosexuals from taking an active part in the gathering. 


About 50 people, including homosexual and heterosexual clergy and laity, women 
and men living with HIV/Aids, protestants and Roman Catholics, and medical 
specialists, took part in the second meeting of the International Christian 
Aids Network (ICAN), an organization formed two years ago by Christians who 
believed international Aids conferences lacked a spiritual element. People 
from six continents took part in the meeting. 


The conference was held at the Bangkok YMCA from 2 to 5 August. An ecumenical 
service was also planned at Christchurch, the Anglican parish in central 
Bangkok. Many Anglicans, including Anglican male and female clergy from the 
United Kingdom, the United States, and Australia, attended the conference. 


However, Christchurch imposed a list of conditions on the service, including 
a stipulation that no self-proclaimed homosexual should be allowed to lead, 
speak at or address the service. 


ICAN’s organizing committee then changed the location for the service to the 
YMCA, the conference location. During the service, which was intended to show 
how the Aids pandemic affects all Christians and churches, many of those 
present declared that they were infected or had lost a family member or close 
friend to the virus. 


One member of the steering committee told EPS that the "parameters" imposed 
by Christchurch were at odds with ICAN’s mission statement, which declares 
that ICAN is "a community of organizations and individuals committed to the 
basic Christian values of non-judgemental love and acceptance of people living 
with and affected by HIV/Aids. This network aims to make the church a safe 
place for persons living with HIV/Aids and for their loved ones..." 


The steering committee member pointed out that other religious organizations, 
including the Roman Catholic Church in Thailand and Buddhist groups, had 
openly cooperated with ICAN in their plans for the conference. 


During the four-day conference the churches were often described as reluctant 
or sluggish to respond to the needs of people with HIV/Aids. 


The conference for ICAN, which is still ata fragile stage of its development, 
ended on a positive note, despite a tense election of a new coordinator and 
the expression of strong feelings during the week about the direction of ICAN, 
which some participants felt should be more focused on the high and growing 
incidence of HIV infection in Asia and Africa. 


Bob Vitillo, director of programmes at Caritas Internationalis in Rome, was 
elected as the new coordinator. Vitillo, with a strong background in church 
aid programmes worldwide, won about 75 per cent of the votes in the contest 
with a US Episcopalian clergyman, Randolph Frew, of New York City, for the job 
of ICAN coordinator. Vitillo replaces David Randall, the Church of England 
priest who has been a prime mover in the establishment of ICAN. Randall was 
unable to attend the Bangkok conference because of poor health. 


ICAN decided to hold its next international conference in Africa next year. 
Regional conferences may also be held in Asia and Europe. 


Keneiloe Mohafa, head of the South African Council of Churches’ education and 
renewal ministries department, said that tensions apparent at the ICAN 
conference "are typical of a growing new organization which wants to be not 
an institution but a movement; on the other hand, it needs to concretise 
somewhere." ; 


Mohafa praised ICAN as a means of sharing information and experiences. She 
added: "The steering committee [of ICAN] has strengths, the members are good 


Christians. They are committed." She also said that after some apprehension, 
she felt comfortable about speaking and taking part in the conference. 


Geoffrey Glassock, an Anglican clergyman and psychologist from Sydney, 
Australia, said after the conference that for him "the important component of 
ICAN is its networking of people in the are of HIV/Aids". [more] 
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"Many of the people in ICAN are marginalised or disenfranchised, so if they 
can come to ICAN and find a place and know who they are, then this is for them 
a strengthening experience", Glassock said. 


Erlinda Senturias, executive secretary for health and healing in the World 
Council of Churches, said that an important decision at the Bangkok conference 
was to work to remove the "us and them" way that churches looked on people 
with HIV/Aids. 


"I liked what one person said: ‘It shouldn’t be the virus, it should be the 
people’", she said. Senturias, who is a medical doctor, added that ICAN’s 
concern went beyond "pathogenesis of the virus". 


The WCC provided "a seed grant" to ICAN last year to help it get established 
and sponsored the attendance of 16 people, including seven from Africa, at the 
Bangkok conference. 


Anne Gayer, volunteer administrator for ICAN, which is based in London, said 
that membership of the organization was rising rapidly, from 25 two years ago 
to 450, with many new membership applications still arriving. 


Some of the participants at the Bangkok conference went to Japan immediately 
afterwards to attend the 10th International Conference on Ards, neld in 
Yokohama. [EPS] 


ICAN is based in London at: The Basement, 178 Lancaster Road, London W11 10U 
United Kingdom. 


EPS 94.08.03 
‘Virus is unmasking church hypocrisy’, church leader says 


By Edmund Doogue 

BANGKOK--The HIV/Aids crisis provided a means of unmasking church hypocrisy, 
a church leader from Thailand told an international Christian gathering of 
Aids workers and activists in Bangkok on 2 August. 


Sint Kimhachandra, general secretary of the Church of Christ in Thailand, told 
50 people, including many women and men giving pastoral and medical care to 
people living with HIV/Aids, that the church should view this time "as a 
judgement upon itself". 


Kimhachandra told the gathering - the second conference of the International 
Christian Aids Network (ICAN) - that some Thai Christians had been of the view 
that "if one were a true Christian, one would not contract Aids", and that 
Aids "was a means of sorting the wheat from the chaff by revealing who were 
true Christians". 


In the light of such attitudes, he said, the church in Thailand needed to re- 
examine its theology of sin. 


"I believe that Aids is nothing less than the voice of the prophets sounding 
in the wilderness", he said. 


Participants at the ICAN conference included people who had lost partners, 
children or close friends to the virus. 


A recurring theme of discussion at the conference was the need for the 
churches, their leaders and congregations to come face to face with people 
living with HIV/Aids. Most of the conference participants became involved with 
ICAN after a personal experience of HIV/Aids. 


There were also calls at the conference for Africa - which has the biggest 
number of people with HIV/Aids - and Asia - where numbers are growing fastest 
- to have a stronger voice in ICAN. 


Christopher Tusubira, of All Saints Health Services, Kagoma, near Jinja, 
Uganda, told the meeting that of 2.5 million Aids patients worldwide, 1.8 
million were in Africa. 


"Even if aggressive prevention of new infections were effected, already a lot 
more people have been infected with HIV - so much so that the cumulative 
number of Aids patients will quadruple in six years’ time." [more] 


virus/2 


Tusubira added: "In Africa the basic pattern of infection is through 
unprotected sexual intercourse, and largely heterosexual transmission is still 
on a steep rise". . 


Randolph Frew, an Episcopalian priest from New York, told the conference that 
in North America "Aids/HIV is mainstreaming" after affecting mainly gay men, 
intravenous drug users and communities of colour in its earlier phases. 


"white bread, middle class America is beginning to wake up to HIV/Aids because 
middle class adolescents are beginning to pop up HIV-positive ... Aids is the 
leading cause of death for women aged 25 to 34 in New York citys 


The next wave of Aids/HIV-infected people in the US would be youth and women 
of all colours and socio-economic groups. 


Frew said that "if substantive, explicit and concerted educational prevention 
efforts are not made, and quickly, some communities of North America could 
resemble ravaged towns and cities of Uganda". 


Of the churches, Frew said that Aids/HIV presented a "litmus test" of whether 
a pastor, congregation, or church-related institution was liberal or 
conservative, traditional or progressive or at some other pole from which 
diatribes were hurled. 


Frew claimed that the HIV-related issues of "addiction, sexuality and human 
mortality have been too often cast in absolutist terms, with the Bible serving 
alternately as cudgel and lever from which the theologically conservative and 
progressive are separated, with the former partly claiming the bigger share 
OL biblical booty..? 


He praised "Christians who welcome all affected and infected with HIV/Aids" 
saying they exercised "the hospitality of Christ and Jesus’ willingness to 
eat, play, discuss, and learn from those who are regarded as sinners and 
outside the parameters of God’s reign. The emphasis is less upon the literal 
words of God in the Bible, but upon the person of Jesus, the very word of God 
incarnate". He urged churches not to absent themselves "to righteous high 
ground". 


Haydee Pellegrini, who works with people living with HIV/Aids in Argentina, 
said in a presentation to the conference that Aids had become big business. 


"A lot of people are making money manipulating our bodies and emotions." Fear 
of Aids, she added, was being used by governments aS a means of social 
control. 


Pellegrini condemned what she described as the "official story" of the virus, 
"HIV equals Aids equals death". 


"Many people believe that HIV is an omnipotent virus, forgetting that many 
viruses are present in organisms, including human beings." 


Christoph Benn, a medical doctor with the German Institute for Medical 
Missions, said that from the start of its Aids education campaign in. the 1980s 


the German health ministry had tried to involve self-help organizations to 
develop non-judgemental approaches to the virus. 


"If we look at the current trend of HIV infection in Germany, we find to our 
surprise that the total number of new HIV infections as reported to the 
government is going down slowly", Benn said. "...The European example has 
shown that an open, non-judgemental, non-discriminatory approach in Aids can 
work, that the number of new infections can be reduced, and that we can 
overcome Aids in all our countries. 


"Unfortunately in Europe the churches have not been in the forefront of the 
struggle against Aids, but have often been engaged in defending old and 
outdated policies and positions. 


"Clear statements of acceptance and love by the churches would be welcome", 
Benn said. [EPS] 


The World Council of Churches’ Central Committee decided at its meeting in 
Johannesburg in January 1994 to establish a Consultative Group on Aids. The 
group will hold its first meeting from 1 to 5 September 1994. 


EPS 94.08.04 
German church leader accuses Serbian church of nationalism 


HANOVER--A senior leader of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) has 
accused the Serbian Orthodox Church of being an instrument of Serbian 
nationalist circles by equating God's justice and Serbian territorial claims, 
"legitimising the war with its horrific crimes and atrocities". 


Rolf Koppe, the EKD’s head of ecumenical affairs, sent a letter on 10 August 
to Patriarch Pavle, head of the Serbian Orthodox Church, criticising an appeal 
by Serbia's Orthodox bishops issued on 5 July in which they rejected the 
latest peace plan for Bosnia-Hercegovina [EPS 94.07.38]. 


Koppe accused the Serbian Orthodox bishops’ conference of equating God's 
justice and Serbian claims, of justifying Serbian territorial conquests and 
thereby legitimising the war with all its horrific crimes and atrocities. "The 
Serbian Orthodox Church has placed itself outside the common basis of the 
ecumenical community of churches", if this was the case, Koppe wrote. 


In BELGRADE tension is rising between the Serbian Orthodox Church and the 
Serbian leader, Slobodan Milosevic, who has distanced himself further in 
recent weeks from the Bosnian Serbs. In a statement, also issued on 10 August, 
the episcopal conference of the Serbian Orthodox Church reaffirmed its July 
appeal and condemned the blockade imposed by Serbia-Montenegro on the Bosnian 
Serbs. 


According to the Agence de presse internationale catholique, some Serbian 
Orthodox leaders consider Milosevic’s new attitude to the Bosnian Serbs 
"shameful". Early in August Patriarch Pavle met the Bosnian Serb leader, 
Radovan Karadzic, near Sarajevo. "Words cannot express how much this visit 
means to us", Karadzic reportedly told the patriarch. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.05 
Cardinal denounces murder of abortion doctors 


NEW YORK--In one of the anti-abortion movement’s clearest denunciations of 
violence so far, New York’s Roman Catholic cardinal, John O’Connor, has 
challenged anyone who wants to kill an abortion doctor to target him instead, 
Religious News Service reports. 


"If anyone has an urge to kill an abortionist, let him kill me instead. That’s 
about as clearly as I can renounce the madness", O’Connor wrote in his weekly 
column published in Catholic New York, the archdiocesan newspaper. The 
cardinal denounced the latest killings in the increasingly violent conflict 
Over abortion in the US. On July 29 Dr John Britton and his escort James 
Barrett were shot dead at a Florida abortion clinic. Paul Hill, a former 
Presbyterian minister who advocated violence to stop abortion, has been 
charged with the killings. 


"The killing of Dr Britton and Mr Barrett was tragic, senseless and horrifying 
to everyone with a sense of the sacredness of human life", O’Connor said. 
Nevertheless, he defended the rights of opponents of abortion to protest. 


The Tablet reports that a Roman Catholic priest in Mobile, Alabama, is 
promoting what he calls "a totally new theology" which claims that God smiles 
on those who take a life to save the lives of the unborn. David C. Trosch was 
suspended from his parish last year after trying to place newspaper 
advertisements claiming the killing of abortionists was "justifiable 
homicide". [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.06 
Call for prayers after murder of Iranian Christian leaders 


NEW YORK--Robert Bohl, moderator of the Presbyterian Church (USA), has called 
for a day of prayer on 28 August for Christians in Iran, following the 
assassination in July of two national protestant leaders in Iran, Marj 
Carpenter writes. Tateos Michaelian, chair of the Council of Protestant 
Ministers and the former head of the Synod of the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church of Iran, was found shot dead in July. [EPS 94.07.31] He had replaced 
Bishop Haik Hovesepian-Mehr, an Assembly of God pastor, as chair of the 
Protestant Council in January. Hovesepian-Mehr died in mysterious 
circumstances in January. Shortly after the news of Michaelian’s death, the 
PCUSA heard that while searching for Michaelian’s killer, police "discovered" 
the body of another missing protestant leader, Mehdi Dibaj. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.07 
Pre-Islamic Christian community discovered in Arabia 


By Roy Kietzman 
MANAMA, Bahrain--Evidence of a pre-Islamic Christian community has. been 
unearthed on an island belonging to the United Arab Emirates. 


Excavations carried out by London University’s School of Oriental and African 
Studies reveal a site on Sir Bani Yas island with at least one courtyard and 
no fewer than 15 rooms which were used by ancient Christians, archaeologists 
say. The structure, measuring 20 metres by 30, is near a courtyard house 
unearthed last year which had a kitchen and other rooms, "many of which had 
finely plastered walls and doorways, evidence of the sophistication of its 
inhabitants", said Peter Hellyer, managing editor of the daily Emirates News 
and project coordinator of Abu Dhabi Islands Archaeological Survey Project. 


Describing the excavation, Geoffrey King, field director of the project, said: 
"From the first, we were struck by the fine quality of the plasterwork of the 
excavated buildings and by the presence of decorative plasterwork on the 
surface, with vine scrolls and grape clusters. This form of decoration fits 
well with the dating to between the 5th and 8th centuries AD, indicated by the 
ceramics (pottery) excavated at the site." 


After archaeologists completed their initial work in 1992-93 in the al Khor 
area of the island, "it became clear to us that we were dealing with buildings 
of considerable quality and importance, with decoration deriving ultimately 
from the classical and late-antique world", said King. 


In the final days of recent work on Sir Bani Yas, archaeologists determined 
that at least one of the buildings on the site indicated the presence of a 
Christian community when they discovered five intricately carved stucco 
crosses near a collapsed wall. 


One of the crosses is thought to have been originally used in the interior 
while four others, of rougher stuccowork and each about four square 
centimetres in size, may have been affixed to the outside of the edifice. 


Though the discovery of a pre-Islamic Christian community was completely 
unexpected, said King, finds over the past eight years had revealed churches 
in Kuwait, Qatar and Saudi Arabia which also dated from the first centuries 
of the Christian era. Historians affirmed that by the end of the 5th century, 
five bishoprics were established on the eastern shores of Arabia, at Bahrain, 
Darin (a village on an island we know today as Tarut), Mashmahiq (probably 


today’s Muharraq in Bahrain), Qatar and Uman (or Oman). 


"The discovery underlines the belief", said Emirates News, "that the people 


living in Sir Bani Yas - and possibly the rest of the Emirates at the 
beginning of Islam - were Arab tribesmen, perhaps the ancestors of today’s 
inhabitants". The island - offshore from the emirate of Abu Dhabi - is a 


nature reserve today inhabited by thousands of gazelles. 


Pottery was found on the al Khor site from the late pre-Islamic period up to 
the early decades of the Omayyad caliphate. An array of decorative 
stuccowork was also unearthed. 


Although further excavations will be necessary to identify the precise nature 
of the site, one theory advanced by the archaeologists is that the stuccowork 
may once have formed part of a frieze around a doorway to a religious edifice, 
similar in style to a church excavated four years ago on the island of Failaka 
in Kuwait. The Sir Bani Yas archaeological team suspect that the actual 
edifice from which the crosses originate will be unearthed during next year’s 
excavation. 


Researchers are also interested to learn how long the community existed on Six 
Bani Yas and why it became extinct, perhaps by the 8th century. wThe 
archaeological evidence suggests, however, that the settlement wasn’t 
deliberately destroyed" as a traditional tolerance was demonstrated between 
Muslims and the ahl al Kitab, "the people of the Book", as Christians and Jews 
are referred to in the Koran. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.08 
Christians and Jews unite in fight against ’radical right’ 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK--American Christian and Jewish leaders have formed an alliance to 
combat the political efforts of Pat Robertson and other religious figures of 
the radical right". 


The Interfaith Alliance was launched with a press conference on 14 July in 
Washington to remind Americans that the nation has a diversity of religious 
views, and to argue that the "radical right" cannot claim to represent the 
religious or Christian perspective. 


Robertson, a Southern Baptist minister until he gave up his ministry to seek 
the Republican nomination for president in 1988, leads the Christian 
Coalition, an organization which has gained significant influence in the 
Republican Party and predominant influence in some state and local areas. 


He has replaced Jerry Falwell, an independent Baptist minister who led and 
later dissolved the Moral Majority, as the most prominent figure in what 
opponents call the religious right. 


Leaders of the Interfaith Alliance include two Roman Catholic auxiliary 
bishops who say they will not endorse candidates or take positions on issues, 
but will support tolerance of a diversity of views. Robertson has found some 
Roman Catholic support on issues such as abortion, homosexuality and religion 
in education. 


"We deplore the suggestion that to be fully franchised one must not only be 
Christian, but espouse a particular understanding of life in Christ", said 
Joan Brown Campbell, an alliance board member and general secretary of the US 
National Council of Churches (NCC), at the Washington press conference. 


She later told EPS that she considered people in the religious right 
"political fundamentalists" rather than conservatives, and opposed them 
because of the potential danger to religious liberty, a major concern of the 
NCC. 


She said that an interview on National Public Radio about the goals of the 
Interfaith Alliance had brought the largest response she had ever received 
after a media interview. The response, she said, had been "overwhelmingly 
positive". 


Jill Hanauer, a Reform Jew who has worked for the National Abortion Rights 
Action League and other agencies concerned with public issues, leads six staff 
at alliance offices in Washington. She said the agency had a budget goal of 
US$ 4 million for its first year. She was confident enough about the budget 
to add field staff for work in states where the "radical right" seemed 
especially threatening. 


The idea of forming the alliance, she said, emerged in discussions she had had 
over the past year with Herbert Valentine, a Presbyterian official for the 
Baltimore area, and with other people about groups "using religion as a 
weapon". 


Valentine, the alliance chairman, said that more board members were being 
added, and that he hoped to secure representatives of the Muslim and 
conservative evangelical communities. The alliance had some Republican as 
well as Democratic support, and would defend politicians of all parties from 
the "radical right", he said. 


Another board member who played a key role in organizing the alliance was 
William Thompson, former clerk of the Presbyterian Church, a former president 
of the NCC and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and a leading figure 
in both the World Council of Churches and the World Conference on Religion and 
Peace. Jewish board members include Arthur Hertzberg, a retired rabbi and 
well-known author who said Robertson’s language about people who were not 
Christian was "frighteningly similar to that used by the Nazis". [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.09 
Anglican priest dismissed for not believing in personal God 


By Ted Harrison 

LONDON--An Anglican clergyman has been removed from his post as priest-in- 
charge of a small village church in Sussex in southern England for publishing 
a book declaring that he no longer believed in a personal God. Anthony Freeman 
is the first priest in the Church of England this century to be dismissed for 
publishing his theological views. 


On 31 July Freeman preached his last sermon to a congregation of 100 people 
at St Mark’s church in Staplefield. By coincidence the Old Testament reading 
for the day described the persecution of the prophet Jeremiah. Freeman said 
from the pulpit that the reading was so appropriate that it would have been 
audacious to have chosen it himself. 


Jeremiah, Freeman said, had attacked the power structure of his day, "men who 
controlled the hearts and minds of people", urging them to "give up trying to 
defend the indefensible". 


The Bishop of Chichester, Eric Kemp, had also dismissed Freeman from his 
diocesan teaching post. A diocesan spokesman said that while the bishop was 
very appreciative of the fine work Freeman had done in his parish, he could 
not retain his part-time position once he was no longer teaching. It did not 
justify the full-time salary. 


"He was relieved of his teaching post when, because of his book, a number of 
people felt they had no confidence in him in that post. A number of people in 
Staplefield were unhappy with his views though there was some support for him 
too", the spokesman said. 


Freeman stated publicly that he was not an atheist but had tried to stimulate 
debate about the difficulties many people found in accepting the popular 
personalised view of God. The views expressed in his book, God In US, 
published a year ago, represent the liberal end of the Christian theological 
spectrum, and are similar to those of theologian Don Cupitt and others who 
remain within the Church of England. 


Shortly before preaching his last sermon, Freeman received public support from 
64 clergy and the council of the Modern Church People’s Union. In an open 
letter his supporters described the bishop's action as a "major reversal of 
a long Church of England tradition which tolerates and values a wide range of 
views. It poses a danger to freedom of expression within the Anglican 
ministry." 


One of the organisers of the letter, Hugh Dawes, vicar of St James, Cambridge, 
told the Church Times that the letter was not from a group of like-minded 
people. 


"Tt seemed to us that it was an issue of freedom of expression among ordinary 
people in the Church of England. A lot of the signatories would not share 
Freeman’s particular theistic understanding, but do feel there is proper 
debate about God going on, and it is right that it should go on in the church 
and not just in academic circles. We felt that people should not be penalised 
because they are ordained." 


After Freeman’s last service the views of his congregation were mixed. Some 
spoke of his pastoral gifts and were sorry that he would be leaving the 
parish, while others mentioned the dangers to the church of clergy straying 
too far from the Creeds. 


The evangelical wing of the Church of England has welcomed Bishop Kemp’s firm 
action. Evangelicals have been alarmed by the existence within the church of 
ordained members who remain as priests while declaring that they accept very 
little of what the Bible says in a literal sense. Freeman now has to finda 
job outside the Church of England. He has until October to vacate his church- 
owned house. [EPS] 


— 


EPS 94.08.10 
Reformed church alliance admits new members 


PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania--A record number of new churches were admitted to 
membership of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) at its executive 
committee meeting in Pittsburgh from 20 to 29 July - the Evangelical Church 
Ointhe Republic of) ‘Niger, the Congregational Christian Church in American 
Samoa, the United Church of Christ in Mozambique, the Volkskerk van Afrika, 
the Evangelical Church of the Congo, the National Presbyterian Church (Chile), 
the Reformed Christian Church in Slovenia, the Presbyterian Reformed Church 
of Mexico, and the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa. 


The executive committee also called on the South African white Dutch Reformed 
Church to join the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa, which was 
formed this year by the union of black and mixed-race Reformed churches. The 
Dutch Reformed Church has been suspended from WARC membership since 1982 when 
the WARC General Council declared apartheid a sin and the theological 
justification of apartheid a heresy. 


The meeting confirmed the membership of the Evangelical Church in New 
Caledonia, which had been accepted conditionally last year, and noted with 
sorrow the withdrawal from membership of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church (USA). 


In other decisions, the committee reaffirmed its Support for the peaceful 
reunification of the Korean peninsula, and called on member churches and the 
wider ecumenical community to share spiritual and material resources with the 
people of North Korea. It restated its commitment to self-—determination for 
the people of Taiwan, and agreed that WARC should help to initiate 
consultations between the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan and the China 
Christian Council. 


The executive committee expressed concern about a proposed Universal Hungarian 
Reformed Synod which would bring together Reformed Hungarians from inside and 
outside Hungary. There are substantial Hungarian minorities in countries 
bordering Hungary. According to a WARC press statement, the proposed synod 
is structured on ethnic lines. 


Robert Bohl, general assembly moderator of the Presbyterian Church (USA), told 
WARC executive members that the "Reimagining" controversy, which seemed for 
a time about to tear his church apart, had helped Presbyterians rediscover the 
importance of theology. "We now have congregations that are thinking 
theologically for the first time", he said at a dinner hosted by the PCUSA 
during the meeting. 


Milan Opocensky, WARC general secretary, called on churches to take a clear 
stance on global economic injustice. He questioned, at the Pittsburgh meeting, 
"whether we, as a church, can still live in Christ if we do not take a clear 
stance on the complex problem of global economic justice". 


Last year, the committee agreed that WARC’s general council, to be held in 
Debrecen, Hungary, from 8 to 20 August 1997, would focus on the question of 
justice in the world, and especially on the question of economic justice. 
However, the Pittsburgh meeting failed to agree on a title for the general 
council. Two proposals - "Break the Chains of Injustice" (Isaiah 58.6) and 
"Righteousness and Peace shall Embrace" (Psalm 85.10) - received equal support 
from committee members. The choice will now be made by a postal ballot. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.11 
Roman Catholics in Quebec oppose Pope’s ban on women priests 


MONTREAL--More than 700 Quebec Roman Catholics, including prominent 
theologians, priests, teachers, and lay people, have called on Pope John Paul 
II to reconsider his declaration that priesthood should be exclusively male, 
according to Religious News Service. The organisers, four members of a Roman 
Catholic group called Women and the Ministry, described the response as 


"overwhelming". "When we began to get signatures on June 15, we were aiming 
for 100, because it’s not the habit for Catholics to say ‘no’ to the Pope in 
public", said Gisele Turcot, a nun who helped draft the letter. When 


published, the number of signatories totalled 725. The letter was addressed 
to Jean-Guy Hamelin, president of the bishops’ conference and archbishop of 
Rouyn-Noranda in Quebec. Hamelin, who supports the Pope’s decision, said he 
was surprised by the letter, its tone and the strength of discontent it 
showed. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.12 
Spanish-speakers get a more authentic, scholarly Bible 


ORANGE, California--The world’s first Spanish language study Bible translated 
by Hispanic scholars from the original Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek texts was 
unveiled in July at the national hispanic and bilingual assembly of the United 
States Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Other widely-used Spanish 
language study editions are translations of pre-existing English or other, 
non-Spanish, European language versions. 


The Reina-Valera Bible, produced in 1569 and revised in 1602, and the 20th- 
century "Version Popular" both supply Spanish translations of Old and New 
Testament original text, but neither incorporate comprehensive study notes or 
other scholarly information directly related to the specific translation. 


The new resource was more than 10 years in the making. According to Samuel 
Pagan, regional translation coordinator for the United Bible Societies, based 
in Miami, the project was launched in the early 1980s in response to demands 
from scholars, clergy and laity fora comprehensive Spanish study Bible: 


Pagan said that the project aimed to respond to the needs of the growing 
Hispanic church in the Americas and around the world. 


The new study bible includes an introduction to every book of the Bible, to 
its major sections and to the Old and New Testaments, exhaustive annotations, 
charts and illustrations. A separate edition, primarily for use by Roman 
Catholics, also includes an introduction to the Apocrypha. 


Pagan is a member of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the only 
mainline protestant denomination in the USA and Canada with a self-determining 
national Hispanic organization directly related to the General Board of the 
church. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.13 
Clergy protest as monastery serves as ‘den of immorality’ 


TIRANA--The governing body of the Orthodox Autocephalous Church of Albania 
(OACA) has protested over "the strange limitations of religious freedom which 
are placed against us" and claimed that the "holiest place" in Albania is 
being used as "a cafe, tavern and den of immorality". 


The church, which is a member of the Conference of European Churches and of 
the World Council of Churches, has issued a strong statement calling tor Lue 
return, from the government to the church, of various properties and 
artefacts, and condemning "the open campaign of misinformation [in Albania] 
mostly by the radio and television which is levelled against the OACA and 
especially against our Archbishop Anastasios". 


The general ecclesiastical council, the OACA’s highest body, and the general 
assembly of the clergy complained in the statement that extremists and groups 
of doubtful reputation in Albania were allowed to slander the church and the 
clergy, while church responses to the attacks were not publicised. 


One of the council’s main complaints was that the Orthodox monastery at 
Ardenica, the only monastery which survived the communist era intact, was 
being used as a cafe and "den of immorality", even though it had, in theory, 
been given back to the OACA. 


"There is no greater insult to the Orthodox faith, to her people and even to 
the nation itself", the council said. "To be truly autocephalous, 1. ise 
indispensable for a church to have its own properties and monasteries. 
Unfortunately, the situation in Ardenica is not the only problem. The 
monasteries of Saint George in Cuka, Saint John Vladimir in Elbasan, and other 
monasteries in Apollonia, of Kodra in Permet, of Zvérnic in Vlora and others 
are still not returned. 


"Many churches and church plots which the atheistic dictatorship turned into 
military camps have not been given back. Bank accounts confiscated in 1967 are 
still withheld." 


Albania is a predominantly Muslim country. According to figures frequently 
quoted, 70 per cent of Albanians are Muslim, 20 per cent Orthodox, and 10 per 
cent Roman Catholic. However such figures do not take into account the banning 
of religion from 1967 until the end of communist rule in 1991. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.14 
After mass protests, Manila and Roman Catholics agree 


MANILA--The Philippine government and the country’s Roman Catholic Church have 
agreed on a "mutually acceptable version" of the country’s position on 
population issues for the United Nations Cairo population conference after six 
hours of talks on 15 August, the day after the Roman Catholic Chatch)) if sa 
show of force, led a huge rally at Manila’s Rizal Park calling for a boycott 
of the conference by the Philippines. 


Cardinal Sin, archbishop of Manila, said that if the call for a boycott went 
unheeded, "we would much rather be represented by delegates sensitive to the 
central values of the Filipino Christian family". 


Addressing the huge crowd - estimated between 600 000 anda million, Sin also 
denounced what he called the "global dictatorship" of birth control. 


Roman Catholic officials have accused the Philippine government of promoting 
immorality by its population policy. The debate flared up again because of 
preparations for the International Conference on Population and Development 
to be held in Cairo in September. 


After a vigorous campaign by the Roman Catholic Church against the 
government’s family planning programme, President Fidel Ramos has repeatedly 
maintained that the government is against abortion. The Philippine government, 
he said, abided by the constitutional provision banning abortion. 


During the rally, Sin said the church "must now declare our distance from and 
abhorrence to" the government’s concurrence with the draft document of the 
Cairo meeting. 


The six-hour meeting held at the Intramuros office of the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) focused on the Philippines’ statement of 
principles and policies that the government delegation will present in Cairo 
next month. However, both sides admitted that they had not discussed the 
national family planning programme which the Roman Catholic Church had 
denounced. 


"There is no major point of disagreement at all", said Cielito Habito, 
director general of the National Economic Development Authority (Neda) and 
head of the government team. 


On the other hand, Bishop Jesus Varela, head of the CBCP Episcopal Commission 
on Family Life and also leader of the Roman Catholic team, said the church did 
not really have major objections to the government’s position paper as "there 
are unequivocal statements about the sacredness of human life, the 
inviolability of marriage as a social institution, the unitized and 
pro-creative purpose of marital sex and the family as the foundation of civil 
society". 


The panels have yet to discuss the composition of the Philippine delegation 
to the Cairo conference. Observers, however, said that the government was 
holding to its decision not to change the composition of the delegation just 
to accommodate Roman Catholic Church representatives. 


The panels also refused to divulge details of the agreement reached in the 
dialogue. 


Meanwhile, the United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP), the largest 
protestant mainstream church, last week expressed support ffor the 
government’s national family planning programme, but qualified it, saying the 
programme must be "holistic". 


In a press statement, Bishop Hilario Gomez, UCCP general secretary, repeated 
a 1992 position supporting the family planning programme, but said that "as 
stewards of God’s creation we cannot blindly support a family planning 
programme without addressing the real causes behind the depletion of our 
natural resources and the unjust distribution of wealth". 


Gomez also emphasized that the UCCP was against abortion as a means of 
population control, but said that there were situations where choices had to 
be made, as in complicated deliveries. The UCCP counts President Ramos among 
its 800 000 members. [EPS] 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


EPS 94.08.15 
Women’s meeting aims to affirm diversity in Europe 
BRUSSELS--Three hundred Christian women of all denominations from throughout 
Europe will meet in Budapest from 19 to 26 August for the fourth assembly of 
the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women (EFECW) under the theme "Be 
not afraid Remember the future". The aim of the meeting is not "to build up 
a strict, dogmatic ecumenism" but to "affirm diversity in the mosaic-like, 
fragmented and vulnerable Europe" according to a statement from the forum’s 
Brussels secretariat. Speakers include Genevieve Jacques, of the French 
development and aid agency CIMADE, and BArbel von Wartenberg-Potter, the 
former women’s secretary of the World Council of Churches. The forum was 
founded in 1982 by church women conscious of the fact that ecumenical meetings 
were almost exclusively attended by men and church leaders. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.16 
Sudden death of Chinese bishop 
GENEVA--One of the leaders of the China Christian Council, Bishop Shen Yifan, 
has died suddenly of heart failure at the age of 66. Bishop Shen, vice 
president and general secretary of the ccc, was a gifted and committed 
Christian, considered by many to be a likely successor to Bishop K.H. Ting, 
ccc president. Bishop Shen was a fifth-generation Christian who played a major 
part in the reconstruction of the church in China. The general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches, Konrad Raiser, has written to Bishop Ting 
expressing condolences on behalf of WCC member churches. "We believe [Bishop 
Shen’s] devoted work and his vision for the global ecumenical movement will 
be with us always", Raiser said in the letter. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.17 
Methodists unite prisoners and their families 
EKATERINBURG, Russia--Two Methodists in Russia have started an innovative 
prison ministry to keep families together. For more than two years, Yelena 
Tischenko and Elena Stepanova, the pastor of the Return United Methodist 
Church in Ekaterinburg, have brought children together with their fathers who 
are serving time in a nearby men’s prison, United Methodist News Service 
reports. Using a bus donated by prison guard Jzachov Ivan, the two women 
transport children to the prison for three-day visits. The sons and daughters 
of prisoners live in state-run children’s homes until a parent is released 
from jail, or a family member or friend adopts them. During recent prison 
visits, several children have been baptized into the United Methodist Church. 
Some children were baptized along with their fathers, Tischenko said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.18 
Bishops call for public access to information ’super-highway’ 
WASHINGTON--Minority, low-income and rural communities must be protected in 
the race along the "information super-highway", US Roman Catholic bishops have 
told a US Senate committee. Ina letter to members of the Senate’s commerce, 
science and transportation committee, Raymond Boland, bishop of Kansas City, 
and chairman of the United States Catholic Conference’s Committee on 
Communication, called for legislation to guarantee a "public right-of-way" 
access on communications networks by state and local governments, public and 
private educational institutions and non-profit organizations, Religious News 
Service reports. He warned that present strategies would bypass minority, 
low-income and rural communities in the formation of telecommunication 
networks. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.19 


South African churches call for action on torture claims 
JOHANNESBURG--The South African Council of Churches has called for a public 
investigation into allegations of torture taking place in a number of police 
stations throughout South Africa, and especially in the Vaal Triangle. "Anyone 
found guilty of using torture must be dealt with severely by society. It is 
an appalling blot on the landscape of the new South Africa", according to a 
statement issued by the SACC at the end of July. "The echoes of the cries of 
those tortured through the apartheid system have hardly subsided when these 
new cries are heard. The stories are horrendous and speak of sadistic streaks 
being given full reign among the hapless people who may or may not have 
committed the crime for which they are being questioned", the statement 
continued. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.20 
World Bank and IMF come under attack 
WEST LAFAYETTE, Indiana, USA--The World Bank and International Monetary Fund 
are coming under heavy criticism from religious, environmental, labour and 
student organizations for what these groups consider ruinous economic policies 
in the developing world. The latest challenge comes from the United Church 
Board for World Ministries, the overseas mission arm of the United Church of 
Christ, which is concerned about the "disastrous social, economic and 
environmental record" of the World Bank and the IMF. At issue is the type of 
development best suited for the world’s poorest countries. At the United 
Church Board’s annual meeting in West Lafayette in July, members said they 
supported development which "promotes sustainability and democratic grassroots 
participation", and called for reforms in the IMF. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.21 
YMCA challenged to raise awareness on debt crisis 
MANILA--YMCAs worldwide have been challenged to act urgently to raise 
awareness of the effects of the debt crisis in the developing world by the 
first Asia YMCA consultation on the "Debt Crisis" held in Manila in July. 
According to a press statement issued after the consultation, the debt crisis 
is the result of 500 years of unequal economic and trade relations and the 
destruction of cultures and indigenous institutions. The consultation called 
on non-governmental organizations to campaign for information on national 
projects and transactions. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.22 
Uruguay Methodists choose new president 
MONTEVIDEO--Beatriz Ferrari De Arias, a laywoman and a former member of the 
central committee of the World Council of Churches, has been elected president 
of the Methodist Church in Uruguay, the United Methodist News Service reports. 
She is an Argentine citizen from an active Methodist family and led the 
Methodist youth in Argentina for Many years. She was also co-founder and 
director for 10 years of the women and children’s office of the Latin American 
Council of Churches. She married Methodist Bishop Mortimer Arias five years 
ago and moved with him to Uruguay, where she has been an active member of the 
Central Methodist Church in Montevideo. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.23 
Compact disc with a Christian mission 
TOKYO--A Japanese organization, the Japan Lutheran Hour (JLH) report promising 
sales of a music compact disc produced for non-Christians as a form of mission 
work, according to Lutheran World Information. Over 1000 copies of the newly 
produced Christmas Pastorale CD have been sold since October 1993. JLH 
director Takashi Yuguchi had previously said he thought if they sold 400 a 
year they would be doing well. The CD features a medley of mainly European 
Christmas music. It also includes two pieces by contemporary Japanese 
composers. A key purpose of the CD was to encourage listeners to develop an 
interest in Christianity, Yuguchi said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.24 
Nairobi bishop still hopes to ordain women priests 
NAIROBI--Nairobi’s diocesan synod has again rejected the ordination of women 
at the 20th session of Nairobi’s Anglican synod, according to the Anglican 
Communion News Service. But the diocesan bishop, who is also the Primate, 
wants to call a special synod to deliberate the matter again with the sole aim 
of changing that decision. If the decision is changed, the Primate will ordain 
some women before he retires at the end of the year. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.25 


Anglican elected to lead Namibia church council 

WINDHOEK, Namibia--An Anglican bishop, Petrus Hilukiluah, has been elected as 
president of the Council of Churches in Namibia. The council is Namibia’s 
leading ecumenical organization, representing churches with a total of 900 000 
members, including Roman Catholics. According to NENA (Namibia Ecumenical News 
Agency), Hilukiluah, a deputy head of the Anglican Church in Namibia, promised 
to serve "as a humble channel for unity, reconciliation and ecumenism" in 
Namibia and across its borders. He succeeds Bartholomeus Karuaera, a Methodist 
pastor who was praised for his "untiring work towards a wider she Bes wroy a 
churches". Julieth Kharises, a Lutheran pastor, has been elected as the vice 
president of the council, succeeding Sam Salomon, a Roman Catholic. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.26 
Priest rebukes Baggio for his Buddhist beliefs 
DUEVILLE, Italy--Italian soccer star Roberto Baggio, whose fame reached new 
heights during the World Cup, has been criticized by an Italian missionary 
priest because he is a convert to Buddhism. Corriere della Sera, an Italian 
newspaper, reports that Don Silvano Sanson told the congregation of a church 


in Dueville, near Baggio’s birthplace: "Dear faithful, Baggio is a coward 
because he has rejected the faith he received at baptism and has gone 
searching for himself in another part of the world, in India." [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.27 
First American chosen to lead Salvation Army 
NEW YORK--For the first time in its 129-year history, an American is serving 
as the top international leader of the Salvation Army. Religious News Service 
reports that General Paul Rader, aged 60, territorial commander for the 
Salvation Army USA’s western territory, took over the leadership of the 
London-based organization on July 23. Rader is the 15th leader of the Army, 
an international religious and charitable movement. The Salvation Army was 
founded. in London in 1865 by William Booth and was introduced in the United 
States in 1880. Most of the Salvation Army’s international leaders have been 
British. "My heart’s desire is to help Salvationists embrace the world in 
their thinking and their caring and commitment, and to have a strengthened 
sense of partnership in the work of world evangelization. I think that 
perspective will be reflected in all that I say and do", Rader said. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.28 
Roosevelt award for leading figure in Jewish-Christian dialogue 
GENEVA--A leader figure in Jewish-Christian dialogue, Gerhart Riegner, has 
been awarded the Franklin D. Roosevelt Freedom of Worship Medal for his 
lifelong work defending human rights, especially the rights of Jews and Jewish 
communities. Born in Berlin in 1911, Riegner became the legal officer of the 
World Jewish Congress in the late 1930s. He later uncovered Nazi plans to kill 
Jews in Europe, and was the first person to reveal the Nazis’ "final 
solution". More recently Riegner has devoted his efforts to improving Jewish- 
Christian dialogue, particularly between Jewish organizations and the Vatican, 
the World Council of Churches, and the Lutheran World Federation. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.29 
Lutherans under threat in Haiti 
PORT-AU-PRINCE--Workers for Lutheran-sponsored projects in Haiti continue to 
be subjected to intimidation, violence and even murder as tension grows in the 
country following the imposition of a total economic embargo over a month ago. 
Three members of the LWF youth organization, CNJT, have been kidnapped in 
Petionville, abducted on a truck and have not been seen since. On 9 August 
Louis Dorvilier, a Lutheran World Federation staff member with the Workers’ 
Confederation of Haiti (CTH), was kidnapped, interrogated and beaten. He was 
then released. In July two boys, aged 3 and 5, the sons of another CTH member, 
died after they stepped on landmines at their father’s farm. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.30 
Slovak Christians open seminary 
KOMARNO--The Slovak Reformed Christian Church has opened a new Reformed 
seminary at Komarno, Slovakia, probably the first new Reformed seminary opened 
in eastern Europe in the past 40 years, Marj Carpenter writes. The seminary 
also plans to serve the smaller independent evangelical groups, such as the 
Brethren, who are members of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, as well 
as Methodists, Baptists and others. Teaching will be in Hungarian and Slovak 
as 80 per cent of Reformed Slovaks are ethnic Hungarians. The church has 130 
000 members, 300 congregations and 165 pastors. [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.31 
Carriage 13 banned ‘for technical reasons’, claim German Railways 
MUNICH--German Railways have been accused of harbouring medieval superstitions 
after a theology professor from Erlangen noticed that in the prestigious 
Inter-City-Express (ICE) train there were no carriages with the number 13. The 
professor, Hermann Brandt, noted that while ICE trains had carriages numbered 
12 and 14, he had never seen a carriage 13, according to the German press 
service epd. A German Railways spokesperson confirmed Brandt’s observation, 
but denied superstitious motives. The trains were originally planned to have 
14 carriages but now travel with 10 or 12. But for technical reasons the last 
carriage has to carry the number 14. "We are not superstitious", the 
spokesperson said. "If a train was to run with its full complement of 
carriages, then of course there would also be a carriage numbered 13." [EPS] 


EPS 94.08.32 
Ecuview: Rwanda - Class War not Race War 


(The following is an edited version of an article which was published in the 
Church Times of 5 August 1994 by Alex de Waal, the co-director of the London- 
based human rights organization, African Rights. An extended article by de 
Waal about Rwanda will appear in the October issue of One World, the monthly 
magazine of the World Council of Churches) 


The war in Rwanda has been not merely about power, but about the fundamentals 
of ethics. The extremists who mounted the genocide wanted not only to hold on 
to absolute power, but to reforge the identity of the Rwandese nation in their 
own image. 


A century ago, European explorers and missionaries found a sophisticated 
centralised state in Rwanda. The court was dominated by powerful families who 
called themselves Tutsi. Cattle-herders and court emissaries were also 
generally known as Tutsi. The numerous clans of farmers who peopled most of 
the hills were grouped together as Hutu - a category midway between "vassal" 
and "peasant". Though the Tutsi minority dominated, the distinction between 
the two groups was not clear-cut: they spoke the same language, followed the 
same religion and broadly shared the same culture. There was social mobility, 
both upwards and downwards, between the groups. 


The European colonial adventure was underwritten by racial ideology ... The 
Tutsi were elevated to the status of "Hamites" - members of a supposed "black 
Caucasian race" who had invaded Rwanda from the north, bringing with them 
Civilisation. The Hutu were designated as Bantu peasants, while the tiny 
minority of Twa hunter-gatherers were consigned to a still lower status, as 
aboriginal pygmies. A relatively fluid class system was transformed into a 
racially dictated caste society, with all the privileges of ... power 
allocated to the Tutsi. 


The Roman Catholic Church provided the backbone of Belgian rule in Rwanda. It 
sought to build a state church, evangelising the Tutsi - supposedly a lost 
tribe of Christendom, of Coptic Ethiopian extraction. Along with the 
hierarchical principle of salvation descending through the social order, 
however, the church also promoted the principles of social justice. It was 
evangelising the Hutu, and teaching them Christian equality, in an entire 
social order premised on their racial inferiority. 


In 1959, a revolution swept away the Tutsi monarchy and installed a Hutu 
republic. Perhaps 10 000 Tutsi were killed ... and hundreds of thousands fled 
abroad. Avowing egalitarianism and majority rule, the Hutu politicians in fact 
simply inverted the social and political hierarchy. The racial theory remained 
- only this time the Tutsi were designated foreign interlopers, and the Hutu 
elevated to the status of the authentic inhabitants. Quota systems restricted 
Tutsi access to schools and the civil service; and the system of identity 
cards specifying ethnicity, introduced by the Belgians, was retained. The 
church hierarchy was deeply riven by the revolution, but quickly made peace 
with the new rulers. The late Catholic Archbishop, Vincent Nsengiyumva, served 
on the politbureau of the ruling party for 14 years. 


By the late 1980s, Rwanda was stable if repressive ... [but] ... in 1989-90, 
a political and economic crisis was unleashed. First, the price of coffee, 
Rwanda’s chief export, collapsed on the international market. Then Rwanda’s 
foreign donors imposed a "Structural adjustment" package that spelled hardship 
for all those dependent on a civil-service wage. Third, President Habyarimana 
reluctantly agreed to allow multi-party politics, relaxing the grip on power 
of his own National Republican Movement for Development (MRND) . Finally, on 
1 October 1990, the Rwandese Patriotic Front (RPF), an army consisting largely 
of Tutsi exiles - the children of those driven abroad in 1959 - invaded from 
Uganda, plunging Rwanda into war 


Habyarimana and his coterie faced the prospect of losing the limitless power 
and privilege they had enjoyed ... They developed an increasingly violent 
agenda. Failing to intimidate opposition parties and dissenters, they began 
assassinating their leaders. [more] 


ecuview/2 


Failing to defeat the RPF on the battlefield (despite generous French military 
assistance), they sought to destroy the Tutsi. At least 2000 Tutsi were killed 
in a string of massacres during 1990-93 


The extremists played on some of the deepest beliefs and emotions of the Hutu 
populace, with considerable success. The "Hamitic hypothesis", long since 
discredited in the academic literature, lives on in Rwanda. Displaying a 
contempt for geography as well as history, ideologues have exhorted the Hutu 
people to "return" their erstwhile masters to Ethiopia, via the short cut of 
the Nyabarongo river. At least 40 000 corpses have flowed as far as Lake 
VeCcOraa 


Religion has proved an equally powerful source for the ideology of racial 
hate. The symbols of Christianity are everywhere in Rwanda. When the 
extremists published their manifesto in late 1990, they used the form of "the 
Hutu Ten Commandments", which enjoin the Hutu to "stop having mercy on the 
Tutsi". A prominent ideologue reinterpreted the Christian dictum of turning 
the other cheek: the MRND version, he said, was that one should "strike the 
other so hard that he can never get up again". These are striking moral 
reversals, which some leading clergymen condemned. Many others, including the 
Anglican hierarchy, made at best a muted response. 


There can be no doubt that the mass killing was planned. Habyarimana’s plane 
was almost certainly shot down by his own close entourage, who held that he 
had sold out by agreeing to peace accords that entailed power-sharing with the 
opposition. The selective assassination of political opponents began within 
hours; the ranks of opposition politicians, independent journalists, human- 
rights advocates and priests were decimated. The interahamwe militia had been 
mobilised over the previous two years; local journalists had repeatedly warned 
of their "sharpening their machetes in preparation for D-Day". Now, using the 
diktat of provincial administrators put in place, and exhorted by the 
extremists’ private radio station, the interahamwe began the genocide of Tutsi 
in earnest. Roadblocks were flung across every road, and the hills were 
scoured. Probably 800 000 people died in a low-technology genocide, using 
grenades, machetes and clubs with nails known as masus. 


One of the most appalling aspects of the Rwandese genocide has been the 
intimacy of the killing. Neighbours have killed neighbours; schoolmasters have 
killed schoolchildren. Partly it is because the killers have whipped up 
bloodlust. Partly it is because many Tutsi have acquired Hutu ID cards, so 
that only local people can pick Tutsi out. But, above all, it is because the 
extremists are trying to create a nation of killers, a community of people who 
are tainted by their crime, whose only peer-group consists of other killers. 


This annihilation of the moral order is most dramatically seen in the 
massacres in hospitals and churches. Hunted people sought refuge in these 
places, which had been sanctuaries during earlier rounds of intercommunal 
violence. They were safe places no longer; in fact the killers targeted 
hospitals, churches and mosques partly in order to destroy completely the 
moral orientation of society. Thousands were slain under the altars 
themselves. Rwanda’s blood-stained churches bear a grim testimony to the 
determination of the militiamen both to kill people and to kill their belief 
that their church could protect,them 


What has been lacking in Rwanda is moral leadership. Most Rwandese, of all 
ethnicities, are shocked at the carnage that has overtaken their country. 
Moderate Hutus are appalled at the crimes that are being committed in the name 
of Hutu. Many have shown extraordinary courage in protecting their Tutsi 
friends and neighbours. But in the disoriented moral world of Rwanda, these 
people have had little to encourage them to stand up to the killers. When the 
foreign minister of the interim government was invited to the United Nations 
Security Council, and delivered a racist diatribe, it was not only deeply 
offensive to ordinary Rwandese, but an indication that the world had neglected 
them. The UN has completely failed to comprehend the nature of the crime 
committed in Rwanda. [EPS] 
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Ecumenical Press Service: Year 61 / Issue 20 


SHOPTALK 


Ecumenical News International, a new ecumenical news service will be launched 
on 1 September 1994. ENI will provide a regular news service, by fax and 
electronic mail, for secular and church related media and will publish a 
printed bulletin every two weeks. ENI will supersede EPS, whose subscribers 
will receive the ENI bulletin from September onwards. Subscription rates for 
1995 will be published in the autumn. 


ENI will provide an up-to-date, global, ecumenical news service; offer news 
coverage of the daily life and witness of churches worldwide, from many 
different perspectives; give religious perspectives to worldwide news 
developments, including political and international issues, as they occur. 


The co-editors of ENI are Stephen Brown and Edmund Doogue. 


ENI is supported by the World Council of Churches, the Lutheran World 
Federation, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and the Conference of 
European Churches, but is distinct from the partners who sponsor it. 


KREKEEKEEEKKEEKKEEERE 


As part of the plans for Ecumenical News International, ENI is seeking 
experienced journalists as contributors in different parts of the world. 
Potential contributors are invited to send to the ENI editors in Geneva their 
curriculum vitae and copies of three of their articles published this year. 


RHEEEKKEKKEEKEKKEKKRET 


ENI will be available by electronic mail and ENI stories can be sent to any 
INTERNET e-mail address as they are published. Until 31 December 1994, 
existing EPS subscribers may also receive ENI articles by electronic mail 
without further charge. Please contact ENI if you wish to receive ENI by e- 
mail. ENI will also be available on ECUNET, an electronic network. ECUNET 
subscribers will be able to access ENI stories as they are published. For 
further information on ECUNET contact David Pozzi-Johnson at the World Council 
of Churches. 


ENI can be reached by e-mail. 
Please note that the new ENI INTERNET address is: 


31ldomain.wccl .eni@WCCXSMTP.WCC-COE.ORG 


REKKKEKKEKKEKRKRRKKKKEEEE 


EPS 94.FIN.01 
From the EPS Editors 


Geneva, 31 August 1994 


This issue of the Ecumenical Press Service is the last issue of EPS in its 
present form. On 1 September 1994, EPS will be superseded by Ecumenical News 
International - a global, ecumenical news service supported by the World 
Council of Churches, the Lutheran World Federation, the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, and the Conference of European Churches. 


This year marks the 60th anniversary of the "information series" of the 
International Christian Press Information Service (ICPIS), which became, in 
1947, the Ecumenical Press Service. ICPIS was published under the auspices of 
the Life and Work movement, one of the streams that flowed into the World 
Council of Churches. 


However, even before ICPIS began its work, an International Christian Press 
Commission took upon itself the task of promoting Life and Work. It circulated 
"ecumenical letters" among church leaders as well as editors’ and 
correspondents. 


The first editor of ICPIS was Alexandre de Weymarn, once described as 
"probably the single most important person in EPS’s history". Born in 
Lithuania, he was a skilled reader of Russian, German, French and English. "He 
was what a central European news editor is supposed to look like - short, 
bird-like in his movements, neat and fastidious, with small eyes cannily 
assessing everything," wrote John Garrett, who worked with Alexandre de 
Weymarn and became his successor. 


For many years, EPS copy was written on Monday and circulated in advance for 
a meeting of representatives of sponsor organizations held on Tuesday, chaired 
by W. A. Visser ‘t Hooft, the WCC’s first general secretary. Later, the 
institutional ties weakened. 


"Years ago it might have been possible to write it [EPS] off as an exercise 
in public relations. Today all news agencies look compromised," wrote Larry 
Jorgenson, a researcher who ten years ago reviewed 50 years of EPS’ history. 


This issue of EPS includes excerpts from the 60-year history of ICPIS and EPS. 
It is not a comprehensive review of 60 years of ecumenical history but a 
sample of how EPS reported issues and events. Excerpts reprinted here follow 
the spelling and punctuation of the original EPS reports. 


Ecumenical News International will offer news coverage of the daily life and 
witness of churches worldwide, from many different perspectives; and give 
religious perspectives to worldwide news developments, including political and 
international issues, as they occur. 


ENI owes much to the vision and work of Tom Dorris, EPS editor 1981-91, who 
was killed in a car accident on 9 July. It is a cause for sadness that he did 
not live to see the appearance of ENI. 


ENI will provide a regular news service, by fax and electronic mail, for 
secular and church related media and will publish a printed bulletin every two 
weeks. 


All EPS subscribers will receive the ENI Bulletin until the end of 1994. 
Subscription prices for ENI in 1995 will be published later this autumn. 


Stephen Brown Edmund Doogue 
Co-Editors 


| EPS 94.FIN.02 
Church reunion discussed in Poland 


WARSAW, March 1934--The Orthodox dioceses of Warsaw and Holm held their first 
diocesan conference from 28 to 30 December in Warsaw. They passed a resolution 
on the need for Christian unity in the face of anti-Christian forces, which 
refers to the participation of Orthodox Archbishop Dionysius in the recent 
joint conference of Orthodox, Anglican and Protestant Churches and to the 
continuing interest of the Polish Orthodox in reunion. 


The resolution goes on to mention two main obstacles to the work of Polish 
Orthodox towards reunification. Their church has no legal status which has put 
it "in an extremely difficult material situation". And parts of the country 
inhabited by the Orthodox "have been declared by the Roman Catholic Church her 
missionary field". 


EPS 94.FIN.03 
Indian women’s vote for peace 


CALCUTTA, March 1934--Two hundred Indian women from Hindu, Mohammedan, Parsi 
and Christian communities met in Calcutta between Christmas and New Year to 
discuss social, educational and political advance. Among their many 
resolutions was a condemnation of war as a crime against humanity. 


EPS 94.FIN.04 
Orthodox and Protestant bishops call for statement of peace aims 


GENEVA, January 1940--On the occasion of the recent meeting of officers of the 
World Alliance for International Friendship through the Churches the 
undersigned two Bishops of the Eastern Orthodox Church and the Protestant 
Church respectively, made the following statement: 


"Never has it been so urgent as in the disintegrated world of today to have 
all Churches united in work for peace and in witness to the bearing of the 
principles of the Gospel on public life. The Oecumenical Movement of the last 
twenty-five years has proved how far-reaching are the convictions shared by 
all Christians and has laid this fact down in important declarations 
especially at the World Conference of Churches in 1937. More than ever peace 
has reigned among the different Churches. This peace has not been based on the 
abandonment by any Churches of their particular character. It has come 
because, in making closer contact with one another, the Churches have realised 
how overwhelming is the fact that they have the one Saviour and Lord and also 
the fact that His Love and Law have a bearing on every aspect of human life. 


In this work of understanding the Roman Catholic Church has until now not 
directly participated. In the Encyclical "Summi Pontificatus", and more 
especially in his speech on Christmas Eve 1939, His Holiness the Pope 
expressed in a most impressive and convincing way convictions similar in 
principle to those enunciated in the above-mentioned declarations. 


We call attention to the fact that after these statements there is, with 
regard to the basic principles for peaceful co-operation among the nations, 
now one common Christian front in the world of to-day. 


The observation of this fact lays a redoubled responsibility on the Christian 
Churches who unitedly stand for effective liberty of conscience and freedom 
of worship to urge their statesmen to consider and to make known as soon as 
possible their aims concerning peace and international order based on the 
principles of equal justice to all nations and brotherly co-operation in the 
spirit of Christ. Without the vision supplied by sucha constructive statement 
of peace-aims at this very time, the destructive powers will increasingly tend 
to drag mankind down to a brutal level of thought, feeling and action." 


Irenaeus Eivind Berggrav 
Bishop of Novi Sad Bishop of Oslo 


EPS 94.FIN.05 
Indian nationalism and Indian Christians 


GENEVA, February 1940--Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, outstanding leader of the 
Indian National Congress, has recently sent a message to a meeting of Indian 
Christians which contains the following passages: 


"The future Indian State, after we have gained independence, must necessarily 
be a secular State, that is, the State cannot represent any one religion. 
While it is a secular State, it must give the fullest freedom in matters of 
conscience and religious observances, subject only to public order and 
morality. No other solution is possible. Every other solution will lead to 
conflict and would be out of keeping with modern conditions and views of State 
organization. 


"It is right that a Constitution should make it perfectly clear that a 
religious group or minority will have its religious rights protected. You are 
no doubt aware of the Karachi resolution of the Congress and many subsequent 
resolutions in which it has been clearly stated that this protection of 
religious as well as cultural rights should be made a fundamental law of the 
Constitution. I take it that we are all agreed about that. Nevertheless one 
has to remember that the satisfactory working of any Law or Constitution 
requires a great deal of goodwill anda certain psychological background. This 
goodwill and background can only come if the relations between Indian 
Christians and others in India are on a friendly and co-operative basis, or 
to put it differently, if Indian Christians are a vital part of Indian 
Nationalism. If this is not so, friction will continue. 


"Indian Christians have, therefore, acted very wisely in opposing the 
political divisions of the Indian people on the basis of religious beliefs and 
in declaring against Communal Electorates. Such divisions can only injure them 
without giving them effective protection. In spite of this, however, the 
Government of India Act of 1935 put them into a separable compartment. This 
was unfortunate and yet it was the inevitable development of British policy 
in India which has deliberately sought to encourage destructive tendencies in 
India and thus weaken Indian nationalism and unity. The only way to counter 
this injurious move of the British Government is to hold tight to the 
principles which have been repeatedly affirmed at various Conferences of 
Indian Christians which have condemned the communal electorates and such like 
"fissiparous" devices. Positively the policy to be pursued should be, if I may 
Say so, one of complete lining up with Indian nationalism in the cause of 
Indian freedom..." 


EPS 94.FIN.06 
Relations between the Anglican Church and the Orthodox Churches 


GENEVA, June 1940--The periodical Duhova Straja, edited by Archimandrite 
Stephan at Novi Sad, published in its Spring 1940 number an account of the 
visit of representatives of the Anglican Church to Belgrade. Here are its 
principal passages: 


The Anglican Church has shown particular activity in its relations with the 
Eastern Orthodox Church during 1940. At the beginning of May, an Anglican 
delegation including the Bishops of Gloucester and Gibraltar visited the 
Orthodox Churches in the Balkans. The aim of these visits was to make a 
general survey of the question of union between the Anglican Church and the 
Orthodox Church so as to present a report on that subject at the Lambeth 
Conference planned for 1942. It was observed that the Orthodox Churches have 
no common point of view in this respect. Thus the Rumanian Orthodox Church has 
taken up a point of view favourable to union without putting any obstacle in 
the way; the Greek Church has given a conditionally favourable reply; the 
Serbian and Bulgarian Churches have given no reply. 


After visiting Rumania, the Anglican delegation came to Belgrade, where it 
held an unofficial conference on May 27 with representatives of the 
Patriarchate of Serbia, under the presidency of the Bishop of Batch and Bishop 
Irenaeus. The'delegates were first of all received by the Patriarch Gabriel. 


The chief subject examined was that of ordination. The following resolution. 
was adopted: 


"While fully recognising that no final decision on the question of ordination 
can be taken without the collaboration of the Russian Church and the other 
autocephalous Orthodox Churches, the Conference requests the Church of the 
Patriarchate of Serbia to examine the question, acting in conformity with what 
the other branches of the Orthodox Church have done in this connection, and 
to express its opinion in response to the desire of the Conference." 


The representatives of the Anglican Church also met representatives of the 
Bulgarian Church, with whom they also discussed the question of union. At 
Sofia, in the Cathedral of the Resurrection, an Anglican Episcopal Liturgy 
preceded the Orthodox Liturgy. 


EPS 94.FIN.07 
USSR: Women in the Ministry 


GENEVA, July 1940--The latest number of the monthly periodical The 
Antireligious publishes an article on women in the ministry. Speaking for 
example of Carelia, it mentions many places of prayer where services are 
carried on by women. These parsons of a new kind are not ordained like 
priests, as that would be a violation of Church regulations. The people call 
them "deaconesses", "readers", or "mothers". The women themselves emphasise 
that they are not acting in any way which could infringe the regulations of 
the Church. They do not go into the sanctuary, (only the priests or male 
church members may do so) and the iconostasis remains closed in the church 
where they conduct the service. 


"These women ministers stand among the church members during the service. They 
do not wear a religious costume, but their garments are as close as possible 
to those of nuns. On festival days, they sing mass and vespers, except for the 
passages reserved for the priest. They recite the prayers and sing the hymns, 
and all the members make their responses... 


"These women give much attention to the services for the dead. The churches 
near cemeteries always remain open, and so many people come there. Those who 
come to visit the graves of their relatives go into the churches, and so the 
women ministers, who live nearby and spend much time in the church, have an 
opportunity to do pastoral work among them. 


"The women ministers have a very good diction; they speak clearly, and not 
at all like the old unintelligible buzzing of the sacristan. Thus the services 
conducted by these women often make a greater impression than those conducted 
by priests. The fact that the congregation itself takes part in the singing 
strengthens this impression still more." 


These facts are the sign of an intensification of religious life in new forms ; 
but for the author of the article, the existence of these women ministers is 
simply a trick of the Church, which thinks that in this way it can make the 
services more "democratic" and so get larger sums of money from the pockets 
of the believers. The priests remain in the background and believe that the 
women ministers will attract less attention from the Soviet authorities, 
according to this author. 


"In secret, the women ministers consult the priests to know exactly what they 
must do and how to do it... The effort is made to attract women into the 
parish councils, where they sometimes form the majority." 


The article concludes by insisting on the necessity to regard these women 
ministers in the same way as other leaders of Christian worship and to take 
the same repressive measures against them. "The Godless women, especially 
those who have important posts in the Soviet administration, must be mobilised 
for the struggle against believing women." 


EPS 94.FIN.08 
The death of the Archbishop of Canterbury 


GENEVA, November 1944--Dr William Temple has just died after a short illness. 
The Anglican Church and the World Council of Churches have suffered a very 
great and very sad loss. The loss is all the greater because the possibilities 
of common action between the Churches in England and in other countries seemed 
to depend for a great part during these coming years on the authority of this 
wise and experienced man. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury had rightly gained the confidence of the Churches 
and of those who were in touch with him. This was due to his fruitful work in 
the field of theology, to his great understanding of the position of other 
religious communities, and also to his appreciation of the problems of the 
future, and to the fact that his mind was always open to the boldest of social 
and ecclesiastical reforms. 


From early years Dr Temple has been associated with progressive movements in 
the Church and state. He was President of the Workers’ Educational Association 
from 1908 to 1924, and was always a vigorous exponent of social justice. The 
Malvern Conference of January 1941 was held largely through his inspiration™ 
It was a bold effort on the part of the Church of England to express the 
Church’s mission in social affairs. After the conference Dr Temple and the 
Archbishop of York addressed many great meetings in London and the provinces 
on the subject. His Penguin booklet on Christianity and Social Order had a 
great circulation. The Archbishop frequently referred to practical questions 
such as control of industry, banking and other economic questions, though he 
explained that these matters were given prominence in the press often to the 
detriment of the religious and spiritual message he had to give. 


It is he who contributed so greatly to the formation of the British Council 
of Churches which was destined to co-ordinate the work of all British Churches 
outside the Roman confession and which also bridged the gulf between these 
British Churches and the Churches of America. He devoted himself to the work 
of missions, promoted close relations between the Churches of the West and the 
Orthodox Churches, supported the union of the Churches in South India; he 
directed the work of the movement Faith and Order and, since 1938, was 
president of the provisional Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


EPS 94.FIN.09 
Germany: first Jewish service 


GENEVA, January 1945--The Jewish Weekly (Zurich) gives in its number of 
January 19, 1945 the following report from Boyd Lewis, United Press 
correspondent: 


"A Jewish chaplain of the American army has for the first time held a Jewish 
service in Germany. The battered ruins of the Gestapo headquarters in Brand 
near Aix-la-Chapelle served as a synagogue, and the altar was a box; the Roll 
of the Law used came from a synagogue burnt down by the National Socialists 
in the pogrom of November 1938. It had been hidden by a German Jewish family 
and taken to London. National Socialist mottoes still hung on the walls. 
Soldiers of the Jewish faith attended the service". 


EPS 94.FIN.10 
Germany: Death of Pastor Dietrich Bonhdéffer 


GENEVA, June 1945--We learn that Pastor Dietrich Bonhdéffer, who had been in 
Captivity for two years, was murdered in the middle of April, shortly before 
the liberation by American troops, by an S.S. commando-unit in the 
concentration camp of Flossenburg near Neustadt in Bavaria. 


In him the Confessional Church in Germany and the Ecumenical Movement lose a 
bold witness to Christ and a leading collaborator. Pastor Bonhéffer was born 
in 1906; he went to the United States to study; he was later pastor ina 
German Lutheran Church in London, and later he was appointed head of a 
Confessional Church Training College in Pomerania. As a member of the Youth 
Commission of the World Council of Churches and of the World Alliance for 
International Friendship through the Churches, Dr Bonhdffer played a 
considerable part in the conflict with the totalitarian State. He was on 
friendly terms with leading Anglo-Saxon Christians, especially with the Bishop 
of Chichester, with whom he collaborated in helping the pastors and Christian 
laymen of the Confessional Church who were forced to emigrate. During the war 
Pastor Bonhéffer contributed, in sympathy with the German opposition, to 
strengthening the resistance among the Christian congregations to the National 
Socialist régime, and at the same time to serving the spiritual renewal of the 
Church. During the war also, he visited Switzerland and Sweden, and was thus 
able to maintain ecumenical contacts. 


EPS 94.FIN.11 
USA: The Federal Council of Churches and the Atomic Bomb 


GENEVA--The following statement asking for respite in the use of the atomic 
bomb on Japan was issued on August 9, 1945 by Bishop Oxnam, President of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, and Mr John Foster 
Dulles, Chairman of the Commission to Study the Bases for a Just and Durable 
Peace. It appeared on the first page of the New York Herald Tribune on August 
10. Two hours later it was overshadowed by the radio announcement of the 
Japanese offer of surrender. 


The statement reads as follows: 


"Americans can be proud that under their auspices a scientific miracle has 
been performed. But we must be concerned about what happens next. We have 
shown that men can find in matter incalculable new energy which can work for 
a fuller, better life for all, but which also might make this planet 
uninhabitable. The only defence against the latter fate is the self-restraint 
and sense of responsibility of those who control the new knowledge. One thing 
now made crystal clear is that the United Nations Organisation must be rapidly 
developed. The world has overnight become desperately dependent on 
international controls and on the mutual trust upon which they rest. 


We cannot, however, in that way solve the problem of what immediate use we 
should make of the atomic bomb now in our hands. Inevitably the example we set 
in that respect will profoundly affect the future. 


One choice open to us is immediately to wreak upon our enemy mass destruction 
such as men have never before imagined. That will inevitably obliterate men 
and women, young and aged, innocent and guilty alike because they are part of 
a nation which has attacked us and whose conduct has stirred our deep wrath. 
If we, a professedly Christian nation, feel morally free to use atomic energy 
in that way, men elsewhere will accept that verdict. Atomic weapons will be 
looked upon as a normal part of the arsenal of war, and the stage will be set 
for the sudden and final destruction of mankind. 


Another choice is to consider that the new knowledge we possess is, from the 
beginning, impressed with a trust for the benefit of humanity. President 
Truman has said: ‘Atomic power can become a powerful and forceful influence 
toward the maintenance of world peace’. The time to prove that is now. We can, 
in the Japanese war itself, seek to show quickly and dramatically how our new 
power can be used to stop war - not merely prosecute it. That would require 
at least a temporary suspension or alteration of our programme of air attack 
on the Japanese homeland to give the Japanese people an adequate opportunity 
to react to the new situation through leaders who will accept the surrender 
terms we and our allies have offered. 


EPS 94.FIN.12 
World Council officers issue appeal for Hungary 


GENEVA, 9 November 1956--Three leaders of the World Council of Churches, in 
New York, London and Geneva, have said that "Christians throughout the world 
are profoundly shocked and sorrow-stricken at the tragic reversal suffered by 
the Hungarian people who had clearly asserted their desire for freedom and 
independence in national and church life". 


The three officers of the Council remind its 165 member churches of their 
previously expressed conviction "that fear and suspicion cannot be replaced 
by respect and trust unless powerful nations remove the yoke which now 
prevents other nations and peoples from freely determining their own 
government and form of society". The member churches are urged to continue to 
seek this objective and to "stand together with all who in the struggle for 
freedom suffer pain and trial". 


The three signatories are officers of the world body’s Central Committee: Dr 
Franklin Clark Fry (New York), chairman; Dr Ernest Payne (London), vice- 
chairman; and WCC general secretary, Dr W. A. Visser 't Hooft, Geneva. 


The statement was sent immediately to the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, together with the recently issued appeal made by the same 
three men drawing attention to principles for a settlement of the Suez crisis 
issued on November 2. ... . 


In an urgent message received in Geneva on November 3 the then newly 
established National Christian Youth Federation in Hungary appealed to "the 
Christians of the Soviet Union, the United States, England and France, to 
awaken the conscience of the public and of the governments" to accept the 
neutrality of Hungary. 


The Reformed, Lutheran, Roman Catholic and all Christian youth movements were 
participating in the Christian Youth Federation. The World Council of Churches 
sent the message simultaneously to the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, the British Council of Churches, the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the USA and the French Protestant Federation. 


"May God our Heavenly Father, who is the God of history, bless the efforts of 
our nation to build up an independent free and neutral Hungary", the message 
said. 


Far-reaching changes were under way in the Protestant churches in Hungary, 
according to information received at World Council of Churches headquarters 
in Geneva, on November lst. It was proposed that new elections be held in both 
Lutheran and Reformed churches for all church posts occupied by officials who 
had received their appointments since 1948. All such officials, including 
bishops, had resigned, or were expected to resign, until new elections could 
be held. 


It was also then anticipated that church institutions, which had been banned, 
would be reopened. This included church schools, hospitals, and other 
institutions of social and educational character, Dean Laszlo Pap, of the 
Reformed Theological Seminary, Budapest, reported. Youth work organisations 
such as YMCA and the Student Christian Movement were started again. 


Bishop Lajos Ordass, the Lutheran bishop condemned to prison in 1948 and 
rehabilitated last month, had again occupied his former bishopric and was 
fully functioning as a bishop. He preached the Reformation Day sermon, on 
October 31, in Deak Square Lutheran church, Budapest. Bishop Laszlo Dezsery, 
who had been occupying the bishopric of Ordass and acted as preacher at Deak 
Square church, had resigned. Bishop Janos Peter of the Reformed Church had 
also resigned, along with Bishop Albert Bereczky, who has been seriously ill. 


Four districts of the Reformed Church had been reconstituted. The well-known 
Bishop Ladislas Ravasz had again become Bishop of the Danubian District. 
Bishop Ravasz was at the inaugural Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
at Amsterdam,.as president of the Hungarian Reformed Church’s General Synod... 


EPS 94.FIN.13 
The churches face events in the Middle East 


GENEVA, 9 November 1956--In a statement issued on November 2 officers of the 
World Council of Churches reminded the Council’s 165 member churches in 47 
countries of statements made by the churches in 1954 calling on the nations 
to "refrain from the use of force against the territorial integrity of any 
state" and to use only such measures to deter or combat aggression as conform 
to the requirements of the UN Charter. They referred to a previous agreement 
of the churches that "no nation in an international dispute has the right to 
be judge in its own cause." 


The statement is over the names of the chairman of the Central Committee, Dr 
Franklin Clark Fry (USA); Dr Ernest Payne (United Kingdom), vice-chairman of 
the Central Committee; and Dr W. A. Visser ‘'t Hooft, of the Netherlands, the 
Council’s general secretary. 


The agreements quoted by the statement in reference to the present situation 
in the Suez area were unanimously expressed by representatives of the World 
Council’s member bodies during the Council’s last full Assembly at Evanston 
in the USA in August, 1954. 


Speaking in the House of Lords on November 1st the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr Geoffrey Fisher, said that the only question which Britain, as a 
responsible nation, had to ask, was “are we doing the right thing by the 
highest and wisest standards that we, as a nation, know?" He declared that 
Britain could not ignore the fact that the President of the United States had 
told it that it had made "a grave error" and that world opinion was almost 
entirely convinced that this was so. There was a strong case for saying that 
Britain’s action was a contravention of the spirit and the letter of the 
United Nations’ Charter. 


British Christian Pacifist group speaks 


The Fellowship of Reconciliation, "representing some 17,000 Christian people 
of all branches of the Church in Britain", issued a statement condemning the 
British Government’s action in Egypt as "wrong in itself" and as "aggravating 
the very situation which it professes to alleviate", undermining the United 
Nations, hampering the achievement of a world community, and weakening 
Britain’s moral standing and influence in the world. 


Bishop Dibelius appeals to British and French churches 


"German Protestants are deeply distressed by the events in the Near and Middle 
East. They look to the British Churches in the assurance that our united 
prayers for world peace will be answered." So runs the text of the two 
identical telegrams sent on November 2 by Bishop Otto Dibelius (chairman of 
the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, EKD, and a president of the 
World Council of Churches) to Dr John Baillie (Edinburgh, one of the 
presidents of the World Council of Churches) and to Dr Geoffrey Fisher, 
Archbishop of Canterbury. "The whole country is alarmed and disturbed about 
the political events. The Christian churches are looking for a solution", 
replied Dr Fisher. 


Bishop Dibelius sent a similar telegram to Pastor Marc Boegner, president of 
the French Protestant Federation, who replied: "Your friendly message has 
deeply impressed us, and we greatly appreciate it. On Tuesday the French 
Protestant Federation is holding an extraordinary meeting." 


French Protestant Federation deplores action 


At a special meeting, the Council of the French Protestant Federation issued 
a statement reading: 

"The Council of the Protestant Federation of France, meeting in extraordinary 
session on November 6th, 1956 


Considers it most distressing and regrettable that the governments of France 
and Great Britain, faced with countless violations of the United Nations’ 
Charter, should have judged unilateral intervention as legitimate; 


Fears the psychological consequences of this decision for which others claim, 
or might claim, to seek justification; 


Deplores the United Nations’ want of authority and effectiveness and expresses 
the hope that the present crisis may bring its member nations to remedy the 
weakness and evasions which have paralysed its functioning. 


The Council affirms its conviction that order and justice are possible only 
where there is respect for an internationally acknowledged standard of law. 
It asks that hostilities cease within the shortest possible time, and that the 
United Nations; with an international force at last at its disposal, should 
assume responsibility for re-establishing and maintaining peace in the Near 
East." 


American Churches pray for peace, justice, freedom 


The Protestant and Orthodox churches in the United States were called to make 
Sunday November 4 a day of special prayer for "peace with justice and 
freedom"... 


World Council’s General Secretary sends messages to Egyptian member churches 


On the outbreak of fighting in Egypt the general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, Dr W.A. Visser ‘'t Hooft, sent identical messages by 
telegram on November 1st to the Council’s member churches in Egypt, the Coptic 
Church and the Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria. 


The message reads: "World Council of Churches expresses deep sympathy with 
your Church in grave situation owing hostilities against Egypt. Please let us 
know if you have needs which we can help meeting." 


A reply received from the Coptic Patriarchate in Cairo in the name of 
Archbishop Aghabios sincerely thanks Dr Visser ‘t Hooft and continues: 
"Kindly pray with us for peace and safety of our country." 


EPS 94.FIN.14 
Turkey: attempt to have Ecumenical Patriarch expelled 


21 December 1956--A motion has recently been introduced into the Turkish 
Parliament seeking the expulsion of the Ecumenical Patriarch from Turkey on 
the ground that he is more a political than a spiritual leader. The Pahnar, 
seat of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, is near Istanbul. 


Observers report a wave of Turkish nationalism and a tense situation for Greek 
and other minorities arising out of strong Turkish feeling over the Cyprus 
question. They attribute some of the opposition to the Patriarch to the fact 
that he was for many years Archbishop of the Greek Orthodox Church in North 
and South America. 


EPS 94.FIN.15 
RC theologian says Vatican Council will have "ecumenical aims" 


VIENNA, 3 November 1961--A Roman Catholic theologian has told an audience here 
that the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council called by Pope John XXIII will not 
be confined to Catholic affairs, "although attempts have been made to restrict 
it in that way". 


The enthusiasm which greeted announcement of plans for the Council, he said, 
was followed by a certain "soberness", which was due particularly to "the 
obvious intention of certain Vatican circles to push the question of reunion 
into the background, although this is the question which Pope John had wished 
to be the Council’s main concern. "Now", he said, "it is certain the Council 
will be a Council of the Roman Catholic Church with ecumenical aims." 


The comments were made by Dr Hans King, professor of Systematic Theology at 
the University of Tubingen, Germany, in a speech entitled "Will the Vatican 
Council bring unity between Catholics, Protestants and Orthodox". 


"The question of reunion has suddenly become a great concern of the whole 
Church, and of the world", he said. "There has been a complete change in the 
attitude of the leaders of the Roman Catholic Church who are now striving for 
unity, not in the form of a return of the ‘separated brethren’ to the fold of 
Rome, but in the form of encounter." 


EPS 94.FIN.16 
WCC breaks with tradition: elects two laymen to presidium 


NEW DELHI, 4 December 1961--Mid-way through its Third Assembly, now meeting 
here, the World Council of Churches made a break with tradition by electing 
two laymen to its presidium. 


They are Sir Francis Ibiam, governor of the Eastern Province of Nigeria, 
physician, and distinguished Presbyterian, and Mr Charles C. Parlin (USA), an 


outstanding Methodist and a senior member of a law firm in New York City. 


The first and only other lay president of the WCC until now was Miss Sarah 
Chakko, who was asked to fill a vacancy that had occurred in the presidium 
between the first and second Assemblies. Miss Chakko, principal of the Women’s 
Christian College at Lucknow, had served for only a few months when she died 
from a heart attack. 


EPS 94.FIN.17 
wcc Assembly sends message on race to South Africa 


NEW DELHI, 8 December 1961--Solidarity with all those who serve and suffer to 
eliminate race or colour discrimination or segregation, especially in South 
Africa, has been expressed by the Third Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches. 


"Christians everywhere are involved in the struggle", the Assembly said ina 
message addressed to Christians in South Africa. "May all who thus serve, and 
all who suffer, be strengthened. 


"May dignity and unity among men be established through the righteousness of 
God, in your land as well as in those from which we come. 


"We pray that as the peoples of Africa move into their new day, the Church of 
Christ will play an ever-increasing creative role in promoting understanding, 
justice, faith, hope and love." 


The Assembly endorsed a declaration made a year earlier at a meeting held in 
Cottesloe, near Johannesburg, South Africa, by a wcCc-convened consultation of 
the Council’s eight member churches in that country. 


The declaration said in part: "No one who believes in Jesus Christ may be 
excluded from any Church on the grounds of his’ colour” or “race 


Since the consultation, three South African Dutch Reformed churches which took 
part in it have withdrawn from the WCC. They are churches which generally 
agree with their government's apartheid policy. 


In the message adopted here, South African Christians were assured that 
members of the Assembly "have been aware of the developments within the past 
18 months in the relationships between Christians and churches in South Africa 
and the World Council of Churches". 


"To all of you who preach Christ to the unbelieving and to all who manifest 
the Spirit of Christ to their neighbours, we offer our encouragement and 
fellowship, and assure you of our prayers", the Assembly said. 


EPS 94.FIN.18 
French clergy ‘strike’ over closing of mines 


LENS, France, 18 January 1968--Roman Catholic priests, Protestant ministers 
and Jewish rabbis joined the general strike called by trade unions in this 
northern French coal mining town to protest government plans for pit closures. 
This action would throw 30,000 men of the region out of work over a period of 
seven years. 


Priests celebrated mass as usual and were ready to perform emergency duties, 
but no burials or weddings were conducted... 


EPS 94.FIN.19 
Czech pastors commit themselves to "passive resistance" 


GENEVA, 5 September 1968--The Pastor’s Association of the Evangelical Church 
of Czech Brethren has termed the "Moscow agreement imposed by brute force" on 
Czechoslovakia "an attack on our January programme of ‘Socialism with a human 
face’". 


The statement was drawn up on August 28 in Prague by 40 pastors; it was then 
telephoned to a pastor in Switzerland with the request that he should make it 
widely known. The pastors commit themselves to "the concept of humanity, 
carried out in freedom and truth" and to "the path of passive resistance 
against falsehood and injustice". 


"We all have chances. of overcoming an opponent who is physically stronger by 
means of passive resistance, if we do not become cowardly and unwise", says 
the statement. To do so "we must not be governed by the idea of our own safety 
nor by conformist resignation". We must remember the words of Jesus Christ, 
"Whoever would save his life will lose it’. Christ was always on the side of 
the oppressed, the betrayed, the deceived, and the defenceless." 


The appeal says. the Pastors’ Association will not "refuse its spiritual 
consolation" to all whose hopes have been destroyed by the occupation of 
Czechoslovakia and by the Moscow agreement. "Let us organize actions to 
liberate every prisoner of whom we hear! Let us support all those who are in 
material need." 


The real aim, however, must continue to be "the victory of truth in all 
nations. No nation which thinks only of its own freedom will avoid its own 
downfall. Not only in other countries of the world, but also in the five 
states whose armies are occupying our country for the eighth day, our friends 
are working for the victory of ‘socialism with a human face’. If we remain 
loyal, it will help them also. And their struggle means a real hope for us 
that the sovereignty of our State will be fully restored". 


EPS 94.FIN.20 
Orthodox leader wants Catholics in World Council’s ranks 


VIENNA, 28 November 1968--In order for the ecumenical movement to be "more 
all-embracing", Metropolitan Meliton of Chalcedon has expressed the hope that 
the Roman Catholic Church will become a member of the World Council of 
Churches. 


Metropolitan Meliton, dean of the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
of Constantinople and a vice-chairman of the WCC’s Central Committee, offered 
this personal opinion in an address to the Pro Oriente Foundation here on 
November 26. (The foundation was established in 1964 by Franz Cardinal Kénig 
in an effort to improve relations between the Roman Catholic and the Orthodox 
churches. ) 


Referring to the presence of Roman Catholic delegated observers at the recent 
Fourth (Uppsala) Assembly, the Orthodox leader said: "On the theological side 
the participation of the Roman Catholics and the Orthodox greatly helped the 
Assembly to orientate itself towards more Catholic standpoints - I am using 
the etymological sense of the term". Speeches by Orthodox Metropolitan 
Ignatios Hazim and Jesuit Father Roberto Tucci were "highlights of the 
Assembly and opened deep spiritual horizons", he said. 


The central theological problem which Uppsala failed to solve, according to 
metropolitan Meliton, was how to view the Christian faith. Should the 
Christian Church and the WCC "move in a vertical direction aiming mainly at 
conversion, rebirth and the fulfilment of man in Christ? Or in a horizontal 
direction, aiming at curing the evils in the world, the creation of a moral 
order of things on this earth? 


"The great Fathers of ‘the Church in the East never distinguished between the 
vertical and the horizontal", Meliton said, "because their theology held in 
view the whole vision. It was a theology of the whole of creation, of cosmic 
dimensions, of the god-man who became ’flesh-bearing’ so that man might become 
spirit-bearing’". 


"Today we need to renew theology at the springs of Patristic thought", he 
said. "This does not mean turning back, but it does mean turning away from 
fragmentation and towards the whole, and openness to the prophetic element." 


EPS 94.FIN.21 
Programme to Combat Racism set by Central Committee 


CANTERBURY, England, 28 August 1969--The World Council of Churches through its 
top governing body agreed August 21 to give $200,000 out of its financial 
reserves to a special fund to be distributed to organizations of oppressed 
racial groups or those which support victims of racism. 


The Central Committee meeting here also voted to ask WCC member churches to 
contribute an additional $300,000 to the fund. 


A motion to block the use of reserves because "it was no sacrifice to spend 
money given by others for a different purpose" was defeated. 


The only limitation placed on the use of these funds was that. the 
organizations approved must have purposes consonant with the general purposes 
of the World Council and two of its divisions from which the reserves would 
come. 


The proposal to use World Council reserves was part of a "Plan for an 
Ecumenical Programme to Combat Racism" brought to the Central Committee last 
week, then sent to a policy reference sub-committee for strengthening. After 
four hours of intensive debate the Central Committee approved the plan by an 
overwhelming vote, six members abstaining. 


"We call upon churches to confess their involvement in the perpetuation of 
racism", said the report coming out of the policy reference committee. "We 
urge churches to make land available free or at low cost to racially oppressed 
groups for community and economic development", it added. 


"Churches that have benefited from racially exploitative economic systems 
should immediately allocate a significant portion of their total resources, 
without employing paternalistic mechanisms of control, to organizations of the 
racially oppressed", said an amendment proposed by Father Paul Verghese, 
principal of a Syrian Orthodox seminary in Kottayam, India. 


Recalling that both the churches of the United States and the WCC-sponsored 
Consultation on Racism in London in May had mentioned prominently the issue 
of reparations, the Central Committee approved a statement that said: "There 
can be no justice in our world without a transfer of economic resources to 
undergird the redistribution of political power...In this transfer of 
resources a corporate act by the ecumenical fellowship of churches can provide 
a significant moral lead." 


Assertions by Asian members of the Central Committee that the charge of racism 
did not apply to them but only to the "white northern world" were made several 
times in last week’s debate. This prompted the policy sub-committee to add the 
statement that "racism today is not confined. to certain countries or 
continents. It is a world problem. White racism is not its only form". It was 
pointed out, for instance, that part of the aftermath of colonialism is the 
struggle for economic and political power between communities and tribes. 


EPS 94.FIN.22 
World Council receives gift from Pope 


GENEVA, 9 March 1972--Pope Paul VI has made a special gift of $10,000 to the 
work of the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches. He 
expressed the hope that "this gesture might dispel any cloud that may be 
hanging over our relations with the World Council of Churches and help to 
further collaboration even in those forms prevailing until now". 


Dr Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, sent a letter of 
acknowledgement to the Pope in which he expressed deep appreciation for the 
"generous gift". 


The main task of the Faith and Order Commission is to bring the churches 
together for conversation and study in order that they may manifest more fully 
their oneness. For some years all major studies of the Commission have been 
Carried out with Roman Catholic participation and the last meeting of the 
Commission, in August 1971, was held at the Catholic University of Louvain. 
The Commission has 135 members of whom one-tenth are now Roman Catholic 
theologians. This broadly-based membership will be of importance for the 
endeavour started at Louvain to formulate together "the reasons for the hope 
that.is in us". 


EPS 94.FIN.23 
Church Calls for DDR Reform 


BERLIN, 31 October 1989--As one of his first official engagements, Egon Krenz, 
new leader of the ruling communist party (SED) in the DDR (East Germany), met 
leaders of BELK, the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the DDR (19 
October). And in his first speech to the nation on DDR tv, Krenz told ‘all 
religious citizens’ that ‘socialist society needs and wants your contribution. 
More unites us than divides us.’ 


Krenz was elected SED general secretary (18 October) in succession to Erich 
Honecker, 78. 


It is the most serious crisis in the history of the DDR, which recently marked 
(7 October) the 40th anniversary of its existence. The presence of Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev only encouraged protesters calling for Soviet-style 
reforms in the DDR as well. He indirectly criticised his hosts by saying 
‘life will punish those who react too late’. 


Evangelical churches all over the DDR have been the focus for demonstrations 
and protest meetings. These have continued, and increased in size, since 
Krenz was chosen. Unlike those in previous years, the current protests are 
not limited to independent peace-and-human-rights activists, and they are no 
longer confined to the relatively safe protection of church buildings. 


Nevertheless, churches still provide a focus for protests. Up to 300 000 
people demonstrated in Leipzig (23 October), after the weekly ‘prayers for 
peace’ in the Evangelical churches there, the largest mass demonstration ever 
seen in DDR history. Little more than a month before, a _ similar 
demonstration attracted only 300 people. 


In Berlin, the red-brick-Gethsemane church in the working class district of 
Prenzlauer Berg offered refuge to demonstrators being pursued by police after 
protests outside the parliament building on 7 October where Gorbachev was 
warning the SED politburo, then still led by Honecker, not to delay reforms. 


EPS 94.FIN.24 
Gorbachev on religion: attitude changing 


ROME, 1 January 1990--During his recent visit to Rome, which included a 
meeting with the pope, Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev commented on 
religion: ‘We need spiritual values. We need a revolution of the mind. 
This is the only way towards a new culture and new politics that can meet the 
challenge of our time. We have changed our attitude towards some matters - 
such as religion - which, admittedly, we used to treat in a simplistic 
manner.’ He also said that the Soviet leadership proceeds ‘from the 
assumption that no one should interfere in matters of the individual’s 
conscience’. He said ‘people of many confessions, including Christians, 
Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, and others, live in the Soviet Union. All of them 
have a right to satisfy their spiritual needs.’ 


EPS 94.FIN.25 
Church union marks major step forward in dismantling of apartheid 


GENEVA, 19 April 1994--A meeting of two Reformed South African churches - a 
black church and a “so-called coloured" church - in Cape Town on 14 and 15 
April to form a new, non-racial church, marks an historic step in the 
dismantling of apartheid. 


There are also hopes that South Africa’s white Reformed church will eventually 
join the new united church. 


"I think this is one of the most significant events in recent church history 
here in South Africa", Russel Botman, chairperson of the Southern Africa 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, told EPS. Botman is a clergyman and member of 
the Dutch Reformed Mission Church in South Africa, which formed the new church 
with the Dutch Reformed Church in Africa. 


"These [two] churches were established as racial churches for the people of 
these races because the white [Dutch Reformed] church decided in 1857 that 
because of the weaknesses of some of the people in their church, it was a 
better way to go about things", Botman said. "Apartheid started with the 
establishment of these churches. It started first in the church and then in 
politics." 


EPS 94.FIN.26 
Trekkie translators in Bible battle 


NEW YORK, 4 July 1994--Linguists seeking to boldly go where no biblical 
translator has gone before have fallen out in an enterprise to render the 
Bible into Klingon, the language of Captain Kirk’s former extra-terrestrial 
enemies in the television and cinema series, Star Trek, the London Guardian 
reports. 


The Klingon language, with its own vocabulary, grammar and syntax, was created 
for the movie Star Trek III: the Search for Spock, and has since spawned a 
host of Klingon language products among Star Trek aficionados (known as 
"Trekkies"), including Klingon newsletters, conversational Klingon tapes and 
Klingon poetry festivals. 


The Bible translators, based at the Klingon Language Institute in Philadelphia 
have split because the Klingon language lacks many words found in the Bible. 


Most of the group - the so-called "literalists" - wish to coin new words, such 
as "grain food" and "water animals" for loaves and fishes. Not so Professor 
Sten Proechel who has resigned from the group to work on his own translation. 
Proechel claimed that the project should use notions familiar to Klingons. 
Proechel’s rendering of the sharing of loaves and fishes would be "vagh ‘IW 
chab cha ghargh wIghaj", which for terrestrial readers of EPS would mean "We 
have five blood pies and two serpent worms". [EPS] 
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Zulu king and ANC leader make public calls for peace ---------- 
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International church bodies launch urgent Rwanda aid appeal ----------- 
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ALBANIA 
Albanian church leader appeals for peace after attack on barracks ----- 04. 
Greek politicians call for church help to tackle Albanian tension ----- 06. 
Clergy protest as monastery serves as ‘den of immorality’ ------------- os. 
ALGERIA 


ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES (AACC) 


Churches launch international appeal for Rwanda ----------------------- 05. 
Ecumenical groups oppose French intervention in Rwanda ---------------- OF. 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 


ANGLICAN 

Anglicans in Papua New Guinea deny wanting to become Catholic --------- Os 
Archbishop of ‘Canterbury urges new efforts in Sudan --.2---—- === se rie Ae. 
Archbishep of Canterbury makes Visit ito Greece —- =) =~) 02. 
British opponents of women’s ordination launch court action ----------- C2. 
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Sydney Anglicans move: towards lay: pres 1 GEN Cy mr a a ee 03% 
Parliament; to quiz Ar CUD1 SO eg se ee ee ee 03. 
Anglo-French talks offer prospect of ecumenicl advance in Europe ------ 04. 
Anglicans denounce inequalities, announce Lambeth Conference ---------- 04. 
Anglicans in Wales fail to agree to women’s ordination ---------------- 04. 
Women’ Ss Ordination rocks NIGerial COU i ne ar ee oe ee 04. 
New Anglican secretary general (John Peterson) -------=-==~-+-<=s===<<=<=<=- 04. 
20 Anglican priests’ expected to join Orthodox church” <== ==> 04. 
Anglican bishop ordained” as Roman Catholic priest (-—--—=~<—<2-—-os=-- 04. 
Southern Anglicans (too reliant. Or cC eS NO rt ae 04. 
Historic e€piscopace, Precondition, tor, Church Uti Gy a ee 05. 
‘Historic moment’ tinged with sadness, as Carey ordains women --------- O5. 
Aboriginal Anglicans want self-governing church in Canada ------------- U5S< 
Church of England to pay £3 million a year to departing priests ------- 06. 
Panama bishop to be Anglican observer at United Nations --------------- 06. 
Many ‘black; Anglicans stay Off™parvsen electorabiiOle -— 2) — ee Or 
Archbishop of Canterbury commemorates George Bell --------<<-<--«<<-<=<<~ OF: 
French-speaking Anglicans build global links ”=--=333 O7 % 
South African Anglicans to reconsider clergy politics ban ------------- OT. 
Aids conference switches service after Anglicans ban homosexuals ------ 08. 
Anglican priest dismissed for not believing in personal god ----------- os. 
Nairobi’ bishop (still chopes»tovordain iswomenpriestsi44---==-- === = os. 
ANGOLA 

Angola's grief demands swift action, says WCC delegation -------------- 02. 


ANNIVERSARIES & FESTIVALS 


50th anniversary of service recalls duty to poor and oppressed -------- O23 
Poles, Germans and Jews seek reconciliation --------------------------- 03. 
Reconciliation later -------------------------------------- 55-5 r rrr 03. 
British Methodists honour PCR --------------------------- rrr rrr rrr OTs 
Archbishop of Canterbury commemorates George Bell --------------------- O07; 
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Lutherans condemn anti-semitism -----------------------------------rrr 04. 
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APARTHEID 
Church union marks major step forward in dismantling of apartheid ----- 04. 
Historic vote by millions of South Africans marks apartheid’s end ----- 04. 


APPOINTMENTS, RETIREMENTS, RESIGNATIONS 


South Africa: church leader appointed to electoral commission -------- O01. 
Board member banks on an alternative (Gert H. O. van Maanen) ---------- Q1.. 


Central committee appoints assembly committees, new staff (Jonas Jonson, 
Dorothy McMahon, Thomas Fitzgerald, Alan Falconer, Evelyn Appiah, Ioan 


Sauca, Helene Moussa, Carole Anderson, Rainer Lingscheid -------------- 02. 
New appointees take up WCC posts (Donnalie Edwards, Joel McClellan) --- 02. 
New communications director for Latin American council (Manuel Quintero) 03. 
New general secretary (Margot Kassmann) ------------------------------- 03. 
New Anglican secretary general (John Peterson) ------------------------ 04. 
US Supreme Court judge, Methodist layperson, retires (Harry Blackman) - 04. 
Former WCC president elected to Argentina’s Assembly (Miguez-Bonino)--- 04. 
Jurgen Moltmann retires ----------------------------------------------- 04. 
Japanese general secretaries chosen ----------------------------------- 04. 
WCC staff member to head Reformed Church in America ------------------- 04. 
Germany’s first AIDS chaplain starts work in Hamburg (Rainer Jarchow) - 04. 
Korean Christian Council elects new general secretary (Kim Tong-Wan) -- 05. 
Panama bishop to be Anglican observer at United Nations (James Ottley)- 06. 
Philippines church elects new head, sets new agenda (Hilario Gomez) --- 06. 
Roman Catholic theologian to lead Irish School of Ecumenics (G.Smith) - 06. 
Maiocchi appointed president of Italian Baptist Union ----------------- O72. 
Zimbabwean theologian elected as LWF top official (Ishmael Noko) ------ Orh:. 
Chikane to step down as SACC general secretary ------------------------ CFs 
German church leader heads Leuenberg fellowship (Peter Beier) --------- O2.. 
Orthodox archbishop chosen to lead Australian council (Aghan Baliozian) 07. 
Religious News Service appoints new editor (Joan Connell) ------------- 07. 
Protest against gay ministry costs Methodist minister his job --------- Oo] 
Anglican priest dismissed for not believing in personal god ----------- 08. 
Uruguay Methodists choose new president (B.Ferrari De Arias) ---------- os. 
Anglican elected to lead Namibia church council (Petrus Hilukiluah) --- 08. 
First American chosen to lead Salvation Army (Paul Rader) ------------- os. 
ARCHEOLOGY 

Pre-Islamic Christian community discovered in Arabia ------------------ 08. 
ARCHITECTURE 

ARGENTINA 

Former WCC president to stand in Argentine elections (Miguez-Bonino) -- 03. 
Former WCC president elected to Argentina’s Constituent Assembly ------ 04. 
ARMENIA 

WCC winter aid to Armenia arrives ------------------------------------- Ol. 
Church aid saves lives in Armenian enclave ---------------------------- 02. 
Visits agreed to help end Nagorno-Karabagh conflict ------------------- 04. 
Religious leaders appeal for end to Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict ------- 04. 
Armenia agrees to Azeri prisoner exchange after church mediation ------ O5. 
ARMS 

ART 

Second icon dealer killed in Berlin ----------------------------------- 02. 
Polish police seize icons as smuggling toll grows --------------------- 03. 


KGB successors return Russian Orthodox icons -------------------------- OF. 
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‘Aboriginal Australians face worse conditions than any in Asia ’ ------ 06. 


ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 


ASSYRIAN CHURCH OF THE EAST 


ATHEISM 

AUSTRALIA 

Australia: Aboriginal and Islander views emerge in WCC report -------- Ot. 
Churches*réspond’as' 135°tares" ravage Sydney => -sS sree 4 ea eee Ol. 
Sydney"Anglicans move" towards* lay presitdénty*-- ee" - ee ee a2. 
Reconciliation ' still on agenda’, say Australian churches ------------ 04. 
Uniting Church in Australia agrees rules on ‘sexual abuse’ claims ----- oS’. 
‘Aboriginal Australians face worse conditions than any in Asia ’ ------ 06. 
New Australian church council embraces 13 denominations --------------- O21. 
Orthodox archbishop chosen to lead Australian council ----------------- O7 . 
AUSTRIA 

"Christ. is a. girl!’ - SSsS= si— SSS <i = eR See ee in alm mellem oe Sea ae os - 
European ’mediator’ challenges churches to ethical engagement --------- OS ; 
Historic episcopate “precondition” for Chuxch Uni bya =s4-= “Aaseer se i i 
Europe’s Protestants take first step to speak with ‘'single voice’ ----- OS. 
General assembly statement of the Leuenberg churches ------------------ O5. 
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South Korea’s veteran activist honoured by US seminary ---------------- 06. 
Kurt Waldheim bécomes” papal’ knight? -==>\-==-== ~35h - <-> <==Khes > =S= i  - = OF. 
Roosevelt award for leading figure in Jewish-Christian dialogue ------- os. 
AZERBAIJAN 

Azerbaijan president boosts ecumenical peace initiative --------------- 03. 
Visits agreed to help end Nagorno-Karabagh conflict ------------------- 04. 
Religious leaders appeal for end to Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict ------- 04. 
Armenia agrees to Azeri prisoner exchange after church mediation ------ D5. 
BAHA’ I 

BAHAMAS 

BAHRAIN 

BALTICS 

Post-Soviet churches forge new relations in face of civil unrest ------ hy a 
BANGLADESH 

BAPTISM, EUCHARIST, MINISTRY (BEM) (document) 

BAPTIST 

Seminary head removed in’ “political” tdispute® —-—- <6hs.- S268] 46444 Ss 03. 
Baptist Union Grows in Ukraine —=-++ 2=.ss-5hs <6 ee sea aa See eee ae os. 
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BIBLE 


Protestants, Orthodox present Pope with new Bible --------------------- OL. 
ecrapeures Offer readers choice of 2062 languages ----------~---------- 02%. 
Colour-coded Bible study doubts authorship of Lord’s Prayer ----------- Oz. 
Pemee bron ibiblestdistributedsin 992/93 -——----=. 2 ee 03. 
‘Bible pushed out as churches take to videos and self-help books’ ----- 04. 
Optseranssdebate (St Paul! s ‘blindness -----=------------+----- 22-1. 8. 04. 
sever million Biblestpublishedvin ‘China since 1987 --=------+-------. =. 65. 
Banwiecal Bouresurgedeformspi rituals anorexia” |-~.-----~-—----<<2---454 2. OS. 
Trekkie translators in Bible battle ----------------------------------- OF. 
Spanish-speakers get a more authentic, scholarly Bible ---------------- 08. 


BIOTECHNOLOGY AND BIO-ETHICS 
BOLIVIA 
BOTSWANA 


BRAZIL 


New ievangelical ichurchesiblossom in’ Brazil, ------------------.----.--.. OF: 
Brazilian churches protest over claims of Amazon exploitation --------- 02). 
Mission and evangelism conference to be held in Brazil ---------------- OTe 


BRETHREN 


BUDDHISM 


thainbishop* callston(Vaticanstovadopt) Buddhist practice:-~--~--------+- OT. 
eriestrebukes’ Baggiol for! hisiBuddhist beliefs------+—--+~----«+=.--=- 08. 


BULGARIA 
BURMA (see MYANMAR) 
BURKINA FASO 


BURUNDI 


Fears grow that Rwanda carnage could engulf Burundi ------------------- 06. 


CAMEROON 


Lutheran theologian and family killed in car accident ----------------- O77 


CAMBODIA 


CANADA 


Canadian church members urged to discuss Quebec’s future -------------- 04. 
Support native Canadians’ land rights, churches told ------------------ OS. 
Aboriginal Anglicans want self-governing church in Canada ------------- os. 
Roman Catholics in Quebec oppose Pope’s ban on women priests ---------- 08. 


24 
23 
56 
34 
52 
84 
18 
36 
16 
i 


30 
a 
09 


Se 
26 


04 


50 


CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES (CCC) 


‘Scandal of disunity’ deplored as WCC team visits Jamaica ------------- 02. 


Central American churches forge new ways ‘to be the church’ ----------- 04 
CHILE 

Numbervof.. Protestants growing *intchilet<-s242-sssSsses-c5 -S55 -se aes to o1. 
CHINA 

Beijing imposes new laws against religious activities ----------------- 02 
Council denies reports of religious clampdown in China ---------------- 03 
China needs religious laws to stop interference, WCC leader told ------ O5. 
Seven-million-Bibles published in ‘Chinavsince  I98dt-=-25= ~o9% -Saa5cece Os. 
Chinese Christians find role in national reconstruction --------------- 05, 
Beijing’s churches struggle to keep up with growth -----------------">=- os. 
Christians must co-exist with other religions, Chinese told ----------- 05. 
Raiser ‘reasonably optimistic’ about Chinese Christians’ future ------- 05. 
WCC to promote participation by: Chinese women --s 28949 999 = see ee 06. 
Project to sponsor women for Forum 95 is ‘a joint initiative’ --------- 06. 
Sudden: death: of Chinese -bishopec----<ss=8<-*s seer ester ere er eee tree os. 


CHRISTIAN BASE COMMUNITIES 


CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE OF ASIA (CCA) 


CHRISTIANITY 

Islam and Christianity have: top Growth rates ee Oi. 
‘70 000 new Christians every day’, claims evangelical leader ---------- 02. 
Survey paints contradictory picture of Russian Christians ------------- 04. 
Protestant churches must change or disappear, Pannenberg warns -------- 06. 


CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE 


CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY INTERNATIONAL (CSI) 


CHRISTIAN INSTITUTIONS COMMITTEE (CEROC) 


CHRISTIAN WITNESS 


CHRISTIAN WORLD COMMUNIONS (CWCs) 


CHURCH ALLIANCE OF SOUTH AFRICA 


CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN (CB) 
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Confiscated Orthodox and Lutheran buildings restored in Russia -------- 04. 
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CHURCH OF THE EAST 


CHURCHES’ COMMITTEE ON MIGRANT WORKERS IN EUROPE 


CHURCH & CULTURE/SOCIETY 


Religion as crime prevention ------------------------------------------ O01. 
‘Christ is a girl’ ---------------------------------------------------- 03. 
Anglicans denounce inequalities, announce Lambeth Conference ---------- 04. 
European churches demand social policy action ------------------------- 04. 
‘Miniskirts are devil’s work ------------------------------------------ 04. 
‘Bible pushed out as churches take to videos and self-help books’ ----- 04. 
Protestant churches in Latin Europe discuss future -------------------- OS. 
European church leaders denounce racism as ‘Sin’ ---------------------- OS¢ 


CHURCH/STATE RELATIONS 


Germany: institute for church-state-research founded ----------------- D1. 
Russian churches plan Moscow peace summit ----------------------------- O4.' 
US National Council of Churches repeats Haiti plea -------------------- Or. 
South Africa: church leader appointed to electoral commission -------- O01. 
Prayers for fair elections -------------------------------------------- apes 
South Africa’s Dutch Reformed churches meet politicans ---------------- 02. 
Ecumenical team criticises ‘irregular’ elections in El Salvador ------- 03. 
Clandestine ordinations in Vietnam possible --------------------------- 03. 
Parliament to quiz archbishop ----------------------------------------- 03. 
Call to restore Haitian democracy ------------------------------------- 04. 
Kenyan church calls for multi-party constitution ---------------------- 04. 
Protestants double representation in Italian parliament --------------- 04. 
Church teams to monitor El Salvador election -------------------------- 04. 
Thousands honour Emiliano Zapata -------------------------------------- 04. 
Ecumenical interpreter helps European dialogue ------------------------ 04. 
Religious leaders appeal for end to Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict ------- 04. 
Voting ‘peaceful’ in El Salvador elections ---------------------------- 04. 
Ecumenical consultation encourages Guatemalan peace process ----------- 04 
Ethnic clashes are ‘devil’s work’ ------------------------------------- 04. 
Church leaders pay tribute to South African elections ----------------- OS» 
Protestant pastors stand for rival parties in Hungary ----------------- O05. 
Armenia agrees to Azeri prisoner exchange after church mediation ------ Oe 
Iranian government denies involvement in murders of pastors ----------- ‘ay 
German army bishop ‘regrets’ military chaplaincy renegotiation -------- Warde 
Churches in Rwanda ‘discredited’ by links with former regime ---------- os. 
Christians and Jews unite in fight against ‘radical right’ ------------ 08. 
After mass protests, Manila and Roman Catholics agree ----------------- 08. 
COLOMBIA 

Ecumenical Jury honours British and Colombian films ------------------- 03. 


COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS) 


Post-Soviet churches forge new relations in face of civil unrest ------ 07. 
COMMUNICATION 

Christian first for Channel Tunnel crossing --------------------------- QS. 
Bishops call for public access to information ‘super-highway’ --------- os. 


CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CHURCHES (CEC) 


ex-Yugoslavia: Round Table condemns expulsions and arms trade -------- ae 
CEC study group warned of Russian catastrophe ------------------------- Os 
Prevention of war heads agenda for Moscow inter-church summit --------- OS 5 
Pioneer of European ecumenism dies (Glen Garfield Williams) ----------- 04. 
Visits agreed to help end Nagorno-Karabagh conflict ------------------- 04. 
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CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CHURCHES (continued) 


West European churches ‘need liberation from conformity’ -------------- 04. 
Churches to convene second European Ecumenical Assembly --------------- 04. 
Church fund launched to support Eastern European churches ------------- 04. 
Christian Leaders condemn Gorazde “onslauqgnt' <-=-~<~-<9r7=- << += ==---=- 04. 
Ecumenical interpreter helps European dialogue ------------------------ 04. 
Church leader calls for ‘prayer and faithfulness’ in Balkans ---------- 04. 
Prospective MEPs! urged"to consider” wider *Europe! i=-Ses--SSereres-cSess 06. 
European church official hails ‘hopeful signs to the world’ ----------- 06. 
Greek politicians call for church help to tackle Albanian tension ----- 06. 
CEC and WCC aim to put a new face on image of European women ---------- a7. 
CMS é6éstablishés” link’ with "CEC 24.52-6- Gea =-S 45 he -=5 Sete So ee. 07. 


CONFERENCE OF PROTESTANT CHURCHES OF THE LATIN COUNTRIES OF EUROPE (CEPPLE) 
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CONFERENCE ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE (CSCE) 


CONGO 


CONSULTATION ON CHURCH UNION (COCU) 


CONVERS ION 

COPTIC 

Pope Shenouda issues challenge to European Christians ----------------- 02 
Copt!) G6nééri= =< .4- S545 = 25 See eee ee a ee aie ania aoe y 03 
CORRUPTION 


COSTA RICA 


COUNCIL OF EUROPEAN BISHOPS’ CONFERENCES (CCEE) 


Churches to convene second European Ecumenical Assembly --------------- 04. 
COUNCIL OF EVANGELICAL COMMUNITY FOR APOSTOLIC ACTION (CEVAA) 

COUNCIL OF LATIN AMERICAN BISHOPS (CELAM) 

COURSE FOR LEADERSHIP IN LAY TRAINING (CLLT) 

CROATIA 

CUBA 

Cuban protestants flourish as government relaxes line on religion ----- 03. 
CURACAO 

CYPRUS 


Orthodox-Reformed dialogue reaches new agreement ------------ rrr rrr O1. 
Monastery hosts consultation on Orthodox religious education ---------- O23. 


CZECH REPUBLIC 


Czech churches reach historic agreement on baptism -------------------- 02. 
Baber aninenk) HaAshageece LOSS 3+ <6 08 o- nse s er se en eee ee 04. 
US church body takes action on ‘fraudulent’ investments --------------~- 06. 
DALIT 


DEBT (THIRD WORLD) 


YMCA challenged to raise awareness on debt crisis --------<------------- 08. 
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DEFENCE & DISARMAMENT 


DEMOCRACY 


Churches of Central Africa vow to become schools for democracy -------- 06. 


DENMARK 
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DEVELOPMENT 
DIAKONIA 


DIALOGUE 


Orthodox-Reformed dialogue reaches new agreement ---------------------- Om 
Dialogue marks new milestone in US church relations ------------------- G2: 
Women in Dialogue --------------------------------------------++---+---- 06. 


DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


Spanish-speakers get a more authentic, scholarly Bible ---------------- os. 


DISPLACED 
DIVESTMENT 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
EAST INDIES 

EAST TIMOR 


ECONOMIC 


International finance bodies rebuked by ecumenical leader ------------- 07. 
‘African women and children main victims of economic injustice -------- O7F 
World Bank and IMF come under attack ---------------------------------- 08. 


ECUADOR 


ECUMENICAL ASSOCIATION OF THIRD WORLD THEOLOGIANS (EATWOT) 


ECUMENICAL CHURCH LOAN FUND (ECLOF) 


ECUMENICAL COALITION ON THIRD WORLD TOURISM 


ECUMENICAL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE 


ECUMENICAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATIVE SOCIETY (EDCS) 
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ECUMENICAL DOCUMENTATION AND INFORMATION CENTRE FOR EASTERN AND 
SOUTHERN AFRICA (EDICESA) 


ECUMENICAL FORUM OF EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN WOMEN (EFECW) 


Women’s meeting aims to affirm diversity in Europe -------------------- 08. 


ECUMENICAL GATHERING OF YOUTH AND STUDENTS (EGGYS) 
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ECUMENISM 

Ecumenicaltagreements in wSmand Mexi¢ol> has ase 8 ne Ox. 
Central committee delegates explore ecumenism at national level ------- 02. 
Post-Soviet churches forge new relations in face of civil unrest ------ 07. 
New Australian church council embraces 13 denominations --------------- Gi. 
EDUCATION 

Monastery hosts consultation on Orthodox religious education ---------- 03. 
EGYPT 

WCC appeals forcviictimey of landsii de cin Boy pte ee ee ee Oulie 
Copt. Concern <6 2-7 Fase Sr i ae ee 03. 


EL SALVADOR 


Ecumenical team criticises ‘irregular’ elections in El Salvador ------- O23% 
Church teams to: monitors El Salvador election (=---------------—--------== 04. 
Voting)’ peaceful "ein El Salvador elections -------~~--~- gag ae gs 04. 
ENVIRONMENT 

wee callssfor repentance to halt global’ warming ---~----=----<9=---<2 = 02% 
Moderator calls for "responsible society in sustainable creation" ----- 02s 
Global warming and:climate change: <call to churches} ------<<=--42—- oz: 
Indonesia’s religious communities plan cooperation on ecology --------- Oi 


EQUATORIAL GUINEA 


ESTONIA 

ETHICS 

Euthanasia belittles God’s sovereignty, says church committee --------- os. 
ETHIOPIA 

Ethiopia repeats call for help ----------------9--- 9-9-9 r rrr rrr nnn Ol. 
‘Act now-or face Gatastroohe in Ethiopid =-—-2--~---<=3-—7-<-4-~--- 20 03. 
‘hrbi trary’ Arrests mins ElitoplLasGn 01 C1 CeQgeg men == — 6 p= ee eo 03. 
EUROPE 

Italian pastors welcome Strasbourg vote on homosexuals ---------------- 03. 
Single protestant voice needed in Europe, say Germans ----------------- 03. 
European politican calls for church help to stop AIDS ‘’myth’ ---------- 03. 
Anglo-French talks offer prospect of ecumenicl advance in Europe ------ 04. 
Carey to call for European-wide action against racism ----------------- 04. 
European churches demand social) policy actiong=3==-—- -==—<<-~—s=- 2s=<=5 04. 
West European churches ‘need liberation from conformity’ -------------- 04. 
Schoolbook on European Jews needed --------------------- rrr nr rrr 04. 
Reformed churches announce European meeting -------------------------7-- 04. 
Churches to convene second European Ecumenical Assembly --------------- 04. 
Churches warn Europeans of aid cuts to developing countries ----------- 04. 
Church fund launched to support Eastern European churches ------------- 04. 
Ecumenical interpreter helps European dialogue <------=----<-=-------<<-=<= 04. 
European ‘mediator’ challenges churches to ethical engagement --------- OS 
‘Military chaplains’ return prompts East European soul-searching ------ os. 
Protestant churches in Latin Europe discuss future -------------------- OS. 
Historic episcopate ‘precondition’ for church unity ------------------- Os. 
Europe’s Protestants take first step to speak with ‘single voice’ ----- 05. 
European church leaders denounce racism as ‘Sin’ ---------------------7- os. 
General assembly statement of the Leuenberg churches ------------------ 05. 
Prospective MEPs urged to consider 'wider Europe’ ---<-------<--<------<--- 06. 


CEC and WCC aim to put a new face on image of European women ---------- OF: 
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EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL COMMISSION FOR CHURCH AND SOCIETY (EECCS) 


EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL ORGANIZATION FOR DEVELOPMENT (EECOD) 


EUROPEAN EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE 


EVANGELISM 

Billy Graham finds trouble in Tokyo --------------------------------..- Ol. 
EVANGELICAL 

New evangelical churches blossom in Brazil ---------------------s#6.5.-- Ol. 
German Protestants urge agreement on abortion laws -------------------- Us. 
FAITH 

(pawent to detend all faiths’, says Prince of Wales -~--~«<-+----...-..--=> Ui hay 
USechurch leader defends right to belief and disbelief ------------.... OF. 


FAITH & ORDER 


‘No turning back’ from goal of unity ---------------------------------- O25. 


FALKLANDS (see MALVINAS/FALKLAND ISLANDS) 


FAMILY ISSUES 


Raiser helps launch International Year of the Family ------------------ Ol. 
Pope’s peace message devoted to family -------------------------------- Ol. 
German Protestants urge agreement on abortion laws -------------------- 03. 
Abortion threatens Catholicesupport for:healtheplan --+---------------- 04. 
Roman Catholic bishops apologise to divorced people ------------------- 04. 
Cardinal denounces murder of abortion doctors ------------------------- 08. 
Methodists unite prisoners and their families ------------------------- 08. 


FAMINE/DROUGHT 


FIJI 

FILMS 

Old Testament shown on Italian television ----------------------------- Gu. 
Ecumenical Jury honours British and Colombian films ------------------- 03. 
Polish newspaper denounces ‘Schindler's list’ ------------------------- 03. 
FINANCE 

Danish banking dream set to come true --------------------------------- OL. 
Anglicans cut staff and fear for parishes as income drops ------------- 02. 
US church council finds new means of support -------------------------- 3. 
Bank ‘fraud’ could cost US church council millions -------------------- 04. 
Banks try to combine profit-making and church support ----------------- 04. 
US Presbyterians ‘re-imagine’ budget contributions -------------------- 04. 
Church fund launched to support Eastern European churches ------------- 04. 
Bohemian bank has assets frozen --------------------------------------- 04. 
US church body takes action on ‘fraudulent’ investments --------------- 06. 
Church of England to pay £3 million a year to departing priests ------- 06. 
International finance bodies rebuked by ecumenical leader ------------- 07. 
Presbyterian Church survives ‘Re-imagining’ controversy --------------- 07. 
FINLAND 


FOOD /HUNGER 


Lutherans pledge a second time -------------------------<------------<- Ol. 
Ethiopia repeats call for help ---------------------------------------- Ol. 
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FRANCE 

French president receives petition to end Pacific nuclear tests ------- ox. 
Reconciliationlaterice= ses -ees ]se6 “eee es > Se ee Os. 
Anglo-French talks offer prospect of ecumenicl advance in Europe ------ 04. 
Christian: fiestrfor: Channel), Tunnelacrossingiek=eee rors 9 ee O5,. 
Ecumenical groups oppose French intervention in Rwanda ---------------- OF. 


FRONTIER INTERNSHIP IN MISSION 


FREE CHURCH FEDERAL COUNCIL 


FREEMASONRY 

FUNDAMENTALISM 

GABON 

GENETICS 

GENOCIDE 

GEORGIA 

GERMANY 

80.000 .youngichristians:gatHersin Munich = -SSreceer a9" - “geen O2. 
Germany: institute :for»church-state-research; founded ee->er------=<--- O1.. 
Second “icon "dealer ‘killed 4in Berlin 244=- «44949225 424+ -SS4=S>-e5-S4-36 Q2. 
German Protestants urge agreement on abortion laws -------------------- 08 ; 
German bishops approve Sunday ecumenical gatherings for Catholics ----- 03. 
Single protestant voice needed in Europe, say Germans ----------------- Tee 
Three Christians honoured in international awards ------------9+rrr+7--- a 
Islam now third largest religious community in Germany ---------------- 63. 
New general “secretary (Margot Kassmdnn) I-<<--"S2-s=sses=S4-Sleke SSS soe 03. 
Movingrbishops!+>+237-Se6$*s -SSSer eres ee a ee 03. 
Churches condemn arson attack on German synagogue --------------------- 04. 
Banks try to combine profit-making and church support ----------------- 04. 
School book on: European Jews “neGded ia ~~ er ee ee ee ee es 04. 
WalterwaArnoldiéa diving: bridge’ dies an Stuttgart <--eres-<sreer-rer 04. 
JisgensMolt manny retires arc <r Sa ee 04. 
Opticians; debateySt Paulishblindness) cree err mere ine rare re 04. 
Germany's first AIDS chaplain starts work in Hamburg (Rainer Jarchow) - 04. 
Protestant churches must change or disappear, Pannenberg warns -------- 06. 
Seek reconciliation among yourselves first, Raiser tells churches ----- 06. 
Russia’s mainstream churches grow anxious as cults prosper ------------ 07. 
German -church, ends WCC;suspension =-<<s6 --ere “mers net ooee OF. 
German army bishop ‘regrets’ military chaplaincy renegotiation -------- O7.. 
German church leader heads Leuenberg fellowship ----------------------- O72. 
German church leader accuses Serbian church of nationalism ------------ 08. 
Carriage 13 banned ’for technical reasons’, claim German Railways ----- os. 
GHANA 

GREECE 

Archbishop’ of: Canterbury makestvisit-corvGreecegr sss shaneenee “cece -cesee 02. 
Albanian church leader appeals for peace after attack on barracks ------ 04. 
Patriarch denies ‘Orthodox axis’ linking Belgrade and Moscow ---------- 05. 
Failed attack on Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople ------------ 06. 
Greek politicians call for church help to tackle Albanian tension ----- 06. 
GREENLAND 


GRENADA 
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GUATEMALA 

Ecumenical consultation encourages Guatemalan peace process ----------- 04. 
GUINEA 

GUYANA 

GYPSIES 

GYpet GB ISie a OkGs yaaa foe ae re a a ee a ne OS. 
HAITI 

US National Council of Churches repeats Haiti plea -------------------- Diy. 
Call to restore Haitian CEMGCTACY) += = = Sa ne Oo een ee eee 04. 
eee tom Oem rest in Haiti =---s2——<--- eo en ee ee 08. 
HAWAII 

HEALTH 

WCC to ECOSOC: social, economic conditions not enough for health ----- G4,. 
rouse Makes health plea ==---~------ 1 4- <5 enc no nee ee eee Vie 
Peachurch council rebukes Christian Coalition ------------------J-____. 03. 
Support community health programmes, churches tell governments -------- OS: 
Aids 

Churches must become ‘safe for peopleslivingswith AIDSa sae nme ee 02. 
European politican calls for church help to stop AIDS ‘myth’ ---------- O37 
Boy est teontributestopiideistioma, <9- peer. dee nec< ame nsmcce 024. 
Breast milk battle flares up after claims of AIDS risk to babies ------ 04. 
Germany’s first AIDS chaplain starts work in Hamburg (Rainer Jarchow) - 04. 
Aids conference switches service after Anglicans ban homosexuals ------ os. 
‘Virus is unmasking church hypocrisy*, church leader says --------...-~ os. 
HOMOSEXUALITY 

Vatican denounces call for equal rights for homosexual couples -------- O25 
Italian pastors welcome Strasbourg vote on homosexuals ---------------- 02. 
Gay and lesbian Christians demand full recognitionsby US.churcheg:.-=.-- OFe. 
Protest against gay ministry costs Methodist minister his job --------- C7. 
Aids conference switches service after Anglicans ban homosexuals ------ os. 
HONDURAS 

HONG KONG 

Human rights issues should not be misused, Raiser warns --------------- 06. 
Lutheran assembly to show ‘solidarity’ with Hong Kong Christians ------ 07. 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


US: WCC and NCC launch human rights violations campaign -------------- O1. 
FActynowsor-face.catastrophe in Ethiopia spenn---h--- nes -- - ae - ene enen eo 03). 
US churches lend support to human rights investigation ---------------- 02... 
Churches should protect human rights, says Hong Kong leader ----------- 05. 
Human rights issues should not be misused, Raiser warns --------------- 06. 


South African churches call for action on torture claims -------------- 08. 
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HUNGARY 

Lutheran calls for probe of clergy’s links with communists ------------ 02. 
‘Porgive.us ¢7eRussian® Patriarch*asks*Hungar tans 9-39 4e 9 == See ane a aes 04. 
Protestant pastors stand for rival parties in Hungary ----------------- OS. 
Hungarian church defends *Universal“* Hungarian’ Synod*==<=<+==+===<<=s2<2 O05. 
Women’ s meeting aims) totaffirmidiversity inv Europes=—=-==+==-===sseeers 08. 


HUNGER (see FOOD/HUNGER) 
HUSSITE 

HUTTERIAN 

ICELAND 

IDEOLOGIES 


INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 


Catechism finally reaches US after inclusive language controversy ----- 06. 
INDEPENDENT 

INDIA 

Goodiresponss coeindian: Gar thquake*appeal*=<S="5e<s=seeroesss*—- OL. 
India’s Dalits struggle against caste insults and violence ------------ O07. 


INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 


Mexican bishop*wins church "support for aiding “Indians /-2*2+-+=>sse--se5e Ol. 
Reconciliation ’ still on agenda’, say Australian churches ------------ 04. 
Support "native Canadians’ lana rights) churches +toldes-=45"=seaes5-s-Tss 05). 
Aboriginal Anglicans want self-governing church in Canada ------------- OS 
INDOCHINA 

INDONESIA 

Indonesia threatens harsh action to stop inter-religious marriage ----- OL: 
Indonesia’s religious communities plan cooperation on ecology --------- OS. 


INTEGRITY OF CREATION (see JUSTICE, PEACE, CREATION) 


INTER-CHURCH COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN LATIN AMERICA (ICCHRLA) 


INTERFAITH ALLIANCE 


Christians and Jews unite in fight against ’radical right’ '-=-----+----= 08. 


INTER-FAITH RELATIONS 


Indonesia threatens harsh action to stop inter-religious marriage ----- is. 
‘Theological arrogance’ is out, says WCC official --------------------- 03. 
Poles, Germans and Jews seek reconciliation --------------------------- 03. 
Churches condemn arson attack on German synagogue --------------------- 04. 
Schoolbook on European Jews needed ------------------------------ 5-5 --- 04. 
Protests in Pakistan as Christians are shot --------------------------- 04. 
Vatican plans Sinai inter-faith prayer service for year 2000 ---------- 04. 
Christians must co-exist with other religions, Chinese told ----------- os. 
Roosevelt award for leading figure in Jewish-Christian dialogue ------- 08. 


INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN UNION OF BUSINESS EXECUTIVES (UNIAPAC) 


INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS (ICCJ) 
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INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR CHRISTIAN ACTION TO ABOLISH TORTURE (FIACAT) 
ee ERTL AN ACTION TO ABOLISH TORTURE 


INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION (IFOR) 


INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS (IJCIC) 
SSS SHE ee UN INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 


INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL (ILC) 


INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT AGAINST ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AND RACISM (IMADR) 
—eeee—————eowaeee se UNS OOF DISCRIMINATION AND RACISM 


INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT OF CATHOLIC STUDENTS (IMCS) 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MIGRATION (IOM) 


INTERNATIONAL REFORMED FELLOWSHIP (IRF) 


INTRA-CHURCH CONFLICT 
IRAN 


Death of church leader in Iran raises suspicions worldwide ------------ 
Iranian government denies involvement in murders of pastors ----------- 
Call for prayers after murder of Iranian Christian leaders ------------ 


IRAQ 
IRELAND 


‘New conflicts erupt as Cold War ends’ ----------------------------___- 
Roman Catholic theologian to lead Irish School of Ecumenics ----------- 


ISLAM 


Islam and Christianity have "top growth rates" -------------------.--.. 
Islam now third largest religious community in Germany ---------------- 


ISRAEL 


Raiser calls for an end to hatred in Holy Land’s ‘killing field’ ------ 
Raiser calls on Israelis and Palestinians to reject violence ---------- 
Lutherans criticise Israeli raid on Jerusalem hospital ---------------- 


ITALY 


Wi rescamentoshown on Italian televigion =<«-<-----scus-s--<<22--- oe 
Justice plea for migrants marks major ecumenical step for Italy ------- 
Italian pastors welcome Strasbourg vote on homosexuals ---------------- 
shove *hatetrbetweenrchurcitiand media tess Sey Hoss ee Bening 22 o-oo 
Meni BKarts areadevi lasiworkis-- 245592 6e8- oo a ee ee en eee 
Protestants double representation in Italian parliament --------------- 
Red mayor ended his days a Christian Democrat, says 'Don Camillo’ ----- 
BUALMENCRE OLS Open intitaly imiNovembert<- teee™- 22 4)- eoseqi-.--....---4 
Italian police record alarming rate of church thefts ------------------ 
PrLesterebukes *Baggiorforshisauddhistrbebiefay 444- 44 -e- 2-4 aes a 


IVORY COAST 

JAMAICA 

‘Scandal of disunity’ deplored as WCC team visits Jamaica ------------- 
JAPAN 

Billy Graham finds trouble in Tokyo ----------------------------------- 
Three Christians honoured in international awards --------------------- 


Japanese general secretaries chosen ---------------------------------.- 
Compact disc with a Christian mission --------------------------------- 
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JEHOVAH’ S WITNESSES 


JERUSALEM 

wee. calls for protection for status of Jerusalem +=<<=- =<====--<-+--==--= Ode. 
Religionsass crime /prevent 100 few eain <= — nee a ee eer reer rrr rrr rr Od. 
Pope, John,.Paul,II' sspleasfor, Jerusalem 933 += 2353s MA aera Se ee aie 04. 
Lutherans criticise Israeli raid on Jerusalem hospital ---------------- Os 
JEWS 

Kurt Waldheim becomes papal knight -<-=--<8<<<630 693 = 3-25 ee ee OT: 
JORDAN 

‘Middle East churches must support integrated development’ ------------ 03. 


JUSTICE, PEACE, INTEGRITY OF CREATION (JPIC) 


wcec seeks ways to confront ‘spirit, logic and practice of war’ -------- Ons 


JUSTICE (see PEACE/JUSTICE ISSUES) 
KATROS EUROPA 


KAMPUCHEA 

KAZAKHSTAN 

Kazakhstan Roman Catholic bishop praises Orthodox relations ----------- 04. 
KENYA 

Kenyan churchecalls<forsmulti-party, constatutiongsseF =e oie ek 04. 
Bthnic»clashespare.«~.devideisswork Wesker s<-" se 2ser-S-=-sesee Si eos 04. 
Nairobi bishop still hopes to ordain women priests -=-----------=-------- os. 
KIMBANGUIST 

KOINONIA 

Koinonia is not restricted, Konrad Riaser tells church council -------- 03. 
KOREA 

Church coalition criticises Korean missile deployment ----------------- 04. 
Korean Christian Council elects new general secretary ----------------- = 
South Korea’s veteran activist honoured by US seminary ---------------- 06. 
KUWAIT 

LAITY 

Central committee calls for greater role for laity -------------------- 02. 
LAOS 


LATIN AMERICA 


LATIN AMERICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (CLATI) 


New communications director for Latin American council (Manuel Quintero) 03. 


LATIN AMERICAN CONFEDERATION OF RELIGIOUS (CLAR) 


LAUSANNE COMMITTEE FOR WORLD EVANGELIZATION (LCWE) 
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LAW 

Singapore caning sentence receives some Christian Support ------------- O05: 
LEBANON 

Neti can Cancels papa lenis! ta tosLebanone ne <9 ooo 04. 
LEISURE 

LESOTHO 


WARC Genera. secretary criticizes Lesotho unrest ------+--=------4o...~ O2i 
Hungarian church defends ’Universal’ Hungarian Synod ------------------ Os: 


LIBERIA 

LIBERATION THEOLOGY 

LIBYA 

fee owe an wsanctlons seayeq Vatican --------=------ a !-ee ee eee 03 


LIFE AND PEACE INSTITUTE 


LITURGY 

LUTHERAN 

Swedish Lutherans and Methodists agree on recognition ----------------- Ob 
DuUChevans iow! Cota MIS. takalom worldwide) <--cm- <== -eiitine - aoe soe Ole 
iuLhevansipledqevas secon dutdimer mee feo! = — tim em ee ie ee Ol. 
One step back, one step forward in Lutheran/Vatican relations --------- G2. 
Women pastors proposed --------------------------------.--~-~-_ ~~~ ee 0.3). 
Anglo-French talks offer prospect of ecumenicl advance in Europe ------ 04. 
LuLherans-join -anti—Landmine..campaign wr seme Jan- 1 - os- anos eden 04. 
Confiscated Orthodox and Lutheran buildings restored in Russia -------- 04. 
Aftrica‘s -Lutheran churches. to discuss; communion..--+=------—------------- O07; 
Bhi ippines»church-may-aplit,..LWF council. hears ---------=------------- Ov), 
Lutheran theologian and family killed in car accident ----------------- 07. 
Betoeeisoisc with a Christian mission. -----------------0_ 4.4. oe 08. 
Peeenals Under threatvinsHaiti)-—-~----2---4-s)- oo ee 08. 


LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION (LWF) 


Lutherans distributed US$ 8.2 million in Bosnian aid ------------------ U2. 
Lutheran World Federation’s council to meet in Geneva ----------------- O25. 
Lutheran World Federation calls for swifter aid to ex-Yugoslavia ------ 03% 
(Pe ee eee rests) in othiopia criticised)--------2.----.5.._-+ 2 2 aas 03. 
Lnurch teams LO monitor, Bl Salvador election ---------------2..---2-90" 04. 
Fears grow that Rwanda carnage could engulf Burundi ------------------- 06. 
International church bodies launch urgent Rwanda aid appeal ----------- 06. 
Zimbabwean theologian elected as LWF top official --------------------- 07. 
SUGReT ane tcalivtor new peace-keeping, force —~~--~--------aoseoe ee eee Cais 
Africa's Lutheran churches to discuss communion -------------------~---- 07. 
Lutheran assembly to show ‘solidarity’ with Hong Kong Christians ------ 07. 
‘Rigid’ Vatican letter on women priests causes Lutherans concern ------ OF. 
Lutheran federation now has 119 member churches worldwide ------------- aes 
FRidippinespchurchymayveplditeeLWeecouncil shears! -~-~-~-------~--~-+------- Oy7, . 
Staalsett tells churches to speak out in ‘language of justice’ -------- O. 
‘Unity is not only nice words’ ---------------.---.------ 2-2 ie 07. 
Prominent Lutheran scholar to join Roman Catholic Church -------------- OTs. 
Lutherans criticise Israeli raid on Jerusalem hospital ---------------- 2 


MACEDONIA (FYROM) 


WCC appeals for US$ 380 000 for winter relief in Macedonia ------------ a 
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MADAGASCAR 
MALAYSTA 
MALAWI 
MALTA 


MALVINAS /FALKLAND ISLANDS 
MARSHALL ISLANDS 


MAURITANIA 

MAURITIUS 

MEDIA 

Religious News Service announces new ownership ---------------550rcK = 02: 
‘Love-hate” between’church and media: ==<"-s86 -==-S6+ << -S5 “Fe ---eemens 04. 
Taiwan Presbyterian leader faces gaol after newspaper sues ------------ 06. 
MENNONITE 

METHODIST 

Swedish Lutherans and Methodists agree on recognition ----------------- Dis 
MethodistePeace’ Prize goes to Catholic priest << s--~-ss=99<-=<-5>- Faas ap be 
US Supreme Court judge, Methodist layperson, retires (Harry Blackman) - 04. 
British Methodists*honor PCRIC= <= =s5 Sse SA eee te a+ ees SsSSe esas On. 
Protest against gay ministry costs Methodist minister his job --------- 07. 
Methodists “uriite prisoners and their families Sf => sexe? — “Sse e555 08. 
MEXICO 

Ecumenical “agreements *in- US’ and’ Mexico (=s="sS+2St+ -s4eh+<-h She eeess Oct. 
Mexican bishop wins church support for aiding Indians ----------------- 01. 
Mexico peace deal agreed after bishop mediates ------------------------ 03. 
Thousands “horiour Emiliano Zapata= ---Se4es eee <a SS ee Be eee eee 04. 


MIDDLE EAST 


Interreligious Committee for Peace in the Middle East 


MIDDLE EAST COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (MECC) 


‘Middle East churches must support integrated development’ ------------ 03. 
MIGRATION 
Justice plea for migrants marks major ecumenical step for Italy ------- Oo. 


MILITARY SERVICE 


MINISTRY 

Clandestine ordinations®in Vietnam *possiblé -<]s<<- 45-sss==+-Hessse-- Fs 03. 
Mercedes joy taxes paStor ----<----9-- <a nn seers r renee sarees rrr 04. 
‘Military chaplains’ return prompts East European soul-searching ------ OS, 
German army bishop ‘regrets’ military chaplaincy renegotiation -------- 07. 
MONGOLIA 

Mongoliaseaad toiregilate: Christ tansacti Clee - += + <sen = 2 8m oe == 01. 


MORALITY 
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MORAVIANS 


MORMONS 


MISSTON/MISSIONARY 


Mission and evangelism conference to be held in Brazil ---------------- OF: 
eompactedie cows t heaschietstlan imnvsedon (3 4a Seteedaeeeesc one en oets Se uo. os. 


MOZAMBIQUE 
MULTICULTURISM 


MUSIC 
MYANMAR 


NAMIBIA 


Anglican elected to lead Namibia church council ----------------------- os. 


NARCOTICS 


NATIONALISM 


German church leader accuses Serbian church of nationalism ------------ os. 


NEPAL 


NETHERLANDS 


Board memberabanks on ansalternativei<=2-<=%-<2-<<<<--emecs-sse-pn enn Oy. 
puachechurcheshurgedtrouprotect retugeest--+«-K42~4 -he es ese ee <p ee O2.. 
Study predicts rapid fall in Dutch church membership ------------------ 03: 
Babli calvenre*tirgéd*fo6rMdspiri tua ilandrexia ‘W2osh44eees te ang eee eect sey OS. 


NEW_ CALEDONIA 
NEW_ZEALAND 
NICARAGUA 


NIGERIA 


Womer~s ordination rocks Nigerian church = =~ -ss2s¢ee~ <6~ -bwepese ec e 04. 


NOACHIDES 

NORTH AMERICA 

NORTH AMERICAN FREE TRADE AGREEMENT (NAFTA) 
NORWAY 


Norway’s churches prepare for 1000th anniversary -----------------s.=ss 07. 


NUCLEAR 


French president receives petition to end Pacific nuclear tests ------- Ol. 
Church coalition criticises Korean missile deployment ----------------- 04. 


20 


04 
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OBITUARIES 

Death of Hector Caselli ------ 99-39-9999 rrr rn eae On). 
Karl Hertz dies.at 75 <<< == <9 33938 38 68s e ae oe a 8 He HK 8 2 SS = Si“ OL. 
Death of an outspoken rabbi (Marshall Meyer) -<--~---=----=-6Gs>>---.--— On . 
Death took two former WCC staff members in January (Geense, v.d.Kooi)-- 02. 
Korean theologian and passionate campaigner for democracy (Moon Ik-Whan) 02. 
Pioneer of European ecumenism dies (Glen Garfield Williams) ----------- 04. 
WallLerlArmoOld way. tving bridge’, dies in Stuttgart .---==—=--~—-—-~--=7-- 04. 
Obituary: Former EPS editor killed in car accident (Tom Dorris) ------ 07. 
Sudden death of Chinese bishop (Shen Yifan) --------<------------------ 08. 
OIKOS 

Danish. banking dream set-to come true ----—-2->--—-+"-——---.- -—- - > -—-_-=- up te 


OLD CATHOLIC 


ORTHODOX (EASTERN & ORIENTAL) 


Orthodox-Reformed dialogue reaches new agreement ---------------------- O01. 
Ukraine: senior officials abandon schismatic church ----------------==- On. 
gagren, hosts firat Orthodox service for ‘two years: -~--"3--—-—-s—4+2s==—- Og 
Archbishop of Canterbury makes visit to Greece -------+8=--=----—32 oa 02. 
Orthodox churches restore links with Patriarch of Jerusalem ----------- Oz: 
Orthodox churches "establish new relief agency )-==5"2"4-s=Sss=-“orres-== 02. 
Religious leaders denounce "crimes committed in name of religion" ----- 02. 
Monastery hosts consultation on Orthodox religious education ---------- 03. 
Serbian church leader ‘ready to meet Pope in Sarajevo’ ---------------- 04. 
Kazakhstan Roman Catholic bishop praises Orthodox relations ----------- 04. 
Russian Orthodox Church denies’ pro=Serbiam pressure’ =-=]--S+-=—->-s=<-= 04. 
Albanian church leader appeals for peace after attack on barracks ----- 04. 
Confiscated Orthodox and Lutheran buildings restored in Russia -------- 04. 
‘Forgive us’; “Russian “Patriarchtasks thungarianst=---*=>-Ssser-espele se 04. 
20 Anglican*priests*expected*to jgoinwOrthodoxtchuschis*-teexe-erre Se 04. 
Patriarch denies ‘Orthodox axis’ linking Belgrade and Moscow ---------- O54 
Serbian Orthodox Church denies blessing military action --------------- De. 
Alexei II calls on religious leaders to disown Bosnian conflict ------- 06. 
Failed attack on Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople ------------ 06. 
Serbian Orthodox bishops reject Geneva plan for Bosnia ---------------- O07. 
Patriarch ‘welcome in Rome’ -------------------- rrr rrr rrr rrr rrr 07. 
German church leader accuses Serbian church of nationalism ------------ 08. 
Clergy protest as monastery serves as ‘den of immorality’ ------------- Os. 


PACIFIC CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 


PACIFIC (REGION) 


French president receives petition to end Pacific nuclear tests ------- Ol. 
PAKISTAN 

Protests in Pakistan as Christians. are shot -<<-----<=9<<8=~<-~<-=5<<=s-=—— 04. 
PALESTINE 

Raiser calls for an end to hatred in Holy Land’s ‘killing field’ ------ O38; 
Raiser calls on Israelis and Palestinians to reject violence ---------- 04. 
PANAMA 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


Anglicans in Papua New Guinea deny wanting to become Catholic --------- ol. 
WCC calls for humanitarian access to Bougainville --------------------- 03. 


PARAGUAY 
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PEACE/JUSTICE ISSUES 


Russian ‘churches plan’Moscow!peace’'summit --='-<e---s+-lliee see OI 
Justice plea for migrants marks major ecumenical step for Italy ------- 02. 
Mexico peace deal agreed after bishop mediates -----------+------------- 03. 
Prevention of war heads agenda for Moscow inter-church summit --------- 03°. 
Azerbaijan president boosts ecumenical peace initiative --------------- 03. 
Zulu king and ANC leader make public calls for peace ------------------ 04. 
Ecumenical consultation encourages Guatemalan peace process ----------- 04. 
iqWeCOnt Piece SsEerupmlasCold Wamrends ks > 24s. ee wine nee 06. 
Lutherans call for new peace-keeping force -----------+-----<---------- 07> 
Staalsett tells churches to speak out out in ‘language of justice’ ---- 07. 


PENTECOSTAL & CHARISMATIC 


PERSONALITIES 

iucneéssaot Kent becomessRomanicatholiclis+as-itiies san -pee ae ee Ol 
pouneoc Cer hleteersttotberpublishedtin 995 )ie tees Set eee et 04. 
Rocwstrctbhirehvcontrole sata Jyecivelqwwe tt Sasa et ae en OF} 
pararyaGrahampradsesnkK smell esitign==S.Sien 4 see Rae. ees ee Set re wren 07 
PERU 

PHILIPPINES 

Filipino peasants ‘endangered’, leader tells WCC -----4+---+----~------.- 04. 
Philippines church elects new head, sets new agenda ------------------- 06. 
eal ippines *churchemayKepl it) siLWrecounci hearst -sedeer e+ Se Ove 
After mass protests, Manila and Roman Catholics agree ----------------- O08. 
POLAND 

Polish police seize icons as smuggling toll grows --------------------- 03. 
Polish newspaper denounces ‘Schindler’s list’ ----------<<<-++----~...- 03% 
Polish minority churches seek assurance on rights --------------------- Oo. 
Poles; Germans ‘and Jews’ seek\reconciliation °====--eSses- sss seee ae wane 03% 
Polish church’s role as political liberator is over, says Glemp ------- 06. 
POLmeDsConmmunsstsigadieca tho lic iehrine ieee ase ee Pee. O74 
PORNOGRAPHY 

PORTUGAL 

PROSELYTISM 

PROTESTANT 


PUERTO RICO 


UAKERS 


RACISM/RACE RELATIONS 


Carey to call for European-wide action against racism ----------------- 04. 
European church leaders denounce) racism/as*sin’ -----------------.---.- OS. 
BritishiMethodists ‘honour iPCR))-<"-<4s-5- -------+.------+----.5--- as 07. 
British churches take action to stem ‘racial incidents’ --------------- oy 
RECONCILIATION 

Ecumenical leaders visit Rwanda - express support to churches --------- oir. 
Poles), Germans andtJews seektreconcibiation! “<> +<-<--s65.--..--.~.-..- 03. 
Reconciliation later -------------------------------------------------- 03. 
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RECONCILIATION (continued) 


Reconciliation ’ still on agenda’, say Australian churches ------------ 04. 
Church observers see ‘’reconciliation’ at work in SA election ---------- OS, 
Reconciliation urgent task among Rwandan refugees --------------------- 05+ 
‘Let us forget the past’, Mandela tells South African Christians ------ O5. 
Seek reconciliation among yourselves first, Raiser tells churches ----- 06. 
REFORMED 

Orthodox-Reformed dialogue reaches new agreement ---------------------- Ol. 
South Africa’s Dutch Reformed churches meet politicans ---------------- 02. 
Single protestant voice needed in Europe, say Germans ----------------- O3% 
Protestants should ‘examine’ papacy --<-<- << -3 <9 3~=~ 35 Ss6e 7 se ~ 3-45 a= 03. 
Presbyterian leader criticises Re-Imagining Conference ---------------- 04. 
Church union marks major step forward in dismantling of apartheid ----- 04. 
US»Presbyterians ‘re-imagine’ budget contributions -+-<-=----<--------=-= 04. 
WCC leader welcomes new uniting church in Southern Africa ------------- O5. 
European ‘mediator’ challenges churches to ethical engagement --------- O5: 
Presbyterian Church survives 'Re-imagining’ controversy --------------- OF 
US mission board calls for Taiwan ‘self-determination’ ---------------- Os 
New..moderator for United ‘Reformed,Church, <<<<5 <<-n-<- =-9299"5-75255252>5 07. 
Slovak Christ Pans.open !seminaryecos ~ ser tae Ses WO TS TS SESS Sst Se tessesa 08. 


REFORMED ECUMENICAL COUNCIL (REC) 


REFUGEES /DISPLACED_ PERSONS 


End climate of fear for potential deportees, say UK churches ---------- Oj. 
Dutchschurchessurgedstocprotect refugees; -4e he se Sera 5 ee 02. 
Reconciliation urgent: taskyamong Rwandanyrefugees),--19+.---snAnaier aera O5. 
Escape »from Rwanda’ s whirlpool, of) deathye seme tisese war TE ees 06. 
Church mediators assist Rwanda refugees after archbishop’s murder ----- 06. 
Death, disease, hunger, thirst, fatigue and fear haunt Goma ----------- Ori. 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES 


RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS/SECTS 


Russia’s mainstream churches grow anxious as cults prosper ------------ OF. 


RELIGIOUS RIGHTS /FREEDOM 


Mongelia said to regulate. Christian activitiesi-= ----—5-=-—--—=<~---32e Q2:. 
Beijing imposes new laws against religious activities ----------------- 02. 
Death of church leader in Iran raises suspicions worldwide ------------ 2s. 
1700 held in Chinese prisons for their beliefs, claims Asia Watch ----- 02. 
Council denies reports of religious clampdown in China ---------------- Oc. 
Cuban protestants flourish as government relaxes line on religion ----- 03). 
Polish minority churches seek assurance on rights -=---+--------siss-<c-— 37. 
Proteste: in Pakistan as Christians are Shot. =) —-—-915-- << 46=<------ 4 04. 
China needs religious laws to stop interference, WCC leader told ------ os. 
Raiser 'reasonably optimistic’ about Chinese Christians’ future ------- OF. 
Russia’s mainstream churches grow anxious as cults prosper ------------ 07. 
Clergy protest as monastery serves as ‘den of immorality’ ------------- 08. 
Priest ‘rebukes Baggio forthis -Buddhistsbeljitefs) --<nees-- + =" - iiss os-¥ 08. 
RENEWAL 


RESETTLEMENT, REHABILITATION 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC 


SuchessioigKkent ibécomess#RomankCat hol-tiene=s-4-5 4-55 see Os: 
WCC ‘may need to change’ if Roman Catholic church to join ------------- 02s. 
German bishops approve Sunday ecumenical gatheringssfiorsCatholics:.:----- 03. 
wec ‘cannot expect) Roman) Catholic Church to join’ ------------------.-- 04. 
Roman Catholics ‘should prepare for women priests’ -------------------- 04. 
Abortion threatens Catholic support for health plan ------------------- 04. 
Kazakhstan Roman Catholic bishop praises Orthodox relations ----------- 04. 
Anglican bishop ordained as Roman Catholic priest --------------------- 04. 
Roman Catholic bishops apologise to divorced people ------------------- 04. 
Roman Catholic nuns demand better conditions ---------------------_____ o5. 
Pope’s ‘no’ to women priests divides Roman Catholics ------------------ 06. 
Raiser warns against narrowing of ecumenical discussion on women ------ 06. 
World Council of Churches and Roman Catholic Church meet -------------- 06. 
Church of England to pay £3 million a year to departing priests. ------- 06. 
Polish church's role as political liberator is Over, says Glemp ------- 06. 
Catechism finally reaches US after inclusive language controversy ----- O06. 
Leader of Russia’s new Roman Catholics calls for cooperation ---------- Ov. 
qeumern communists \gaineCatholicushtine (s<<<4-ssisacce-4be-.- cee e ee 07. 
Prominent Lutheran scholar to join Roman Catholic Church -------------- OF. 
Roman Catholics in Quebec oppose Pope’s ban on women priests ---------- os. 
After mass protests, Manila and Roman Catholics agree ----------------- 08. 
ROMANIA 

Women pastors proposed --+----------+--------------------~~--_~ +--+. -- Le 03: 
Banks try to combine profit-making and church Support ----------------- 04. 
West European churches ‘need liberation from conformity’ -------------- 04. 
GYPSlesisue TOkés) = =- on ~ we wi ee see Se OS. 
RUSSIA 

Bussien churchesiplan Moscow peace summit -------.----...-.-..5.-- wus O21. 
Buen te mene ise cep as Seauenurch initiatives. -++--~=45--25 447-4 6-s25 eee OL. 
sJO0*2CON*thiaves#arrested inchtissiagin 199300-~--+-4<-- S4-sceeenceens- Os. 
CEC study group warned of Russian catastrophe ------------------------- 02% 
Prevention of war heads agenda for Moscow inter-church summit --------- a3;. 
Russian Orthodox Church denies 'pro-Serbian pressure’ ----------------- 04. 
Confiscated Orthodox and Lutheran buildings restored in Russia -------- 04. 
‘Forgive us’, Russian Patriarch asks Hungarians ----------------------- 04. 
Survey paints contradictory picture of Russian Christians ------------- 04. 
Patriarch denies ‘’Orthodox axis’ linking Belgrade and Moscow ---------- G5e 
Alexei II calls on religious leaders to disown Bosnian conflict ------- 06. 
Post-Soviet churches forge new relations in face of civil unrest ------ O27. 
Leader of Russia’s new Roman Catholics calls for cooperation ---------- 07. 
Russia’s mainstream churches grow anxious as cults prosper ------------ 07. 
BGpESucCeeesors reburnsRussianyOrthodoxritonemeas'44-=----2--- wee eee nae 07. 
Metbodrstesunite priscnexstiand ctheircfami lies h-a2- sben< dsig--s-+-- eee 08. 
RWANDA 

Ecumenical leaders visit Rwanda - express support to churches --------- O01. 
Thousands, including priests and nuns, dead in Rwanda violence -------- 04. 
Churches launch Rwanda appeal as violence continues ------------------- 04. 
Reconciliation urgent task among Rwandan refugees --------------------- OS. 
Churches) launch» international appeal» for Rwandal-<--=----------~--.---.- O05. 
Escape from Rwanda’s whirlpool of death ------------------------------- 06. 
Fears grow that Rwanda carnage could engulf Burundi ------------------- 06. 
International church bodies launch urgent Rwanda aid appeal ----------- 06. 
Church mediators assist Rwanda refugees after archbishop’s murder ----- 06. 
Ecumenical groups oppose French intervention in Rwanda ---------------- 07. 
Lutherans: call for:new:peace-keeping force --------------------------~- 07. 
Death, disease, hunger, thirst, fatigue and fear haunt Goma ----------- 07. 
Churches in Rwanda ‘discredited’ by links with former regime ---------- Os. 


Rwanda - Class War not Race War --------------------------------------- 08. 


SACRAMENTS 

Czech churches reach historic agreement on baptism -------------------- 02. 
Roman Catholic bishops apologise to divorced people ------------=+=--=-=-- 04. 
wee must! prepare *grourid*Sforméucharisticrcommuniont-9+sSess-ssshe=4-es O77. 


SALVATION ARMY 


First American chosen to lead Salvation Army -------------------------- os. 


SANCTUARY 
SAUDI ARABIA 
SCANDINAVIA 
SENEGAL 


SEXUAL ABUSE 


Uniting Church in Australia agrees rules on ‘sexual abuse’ claims ----- O5.. 
SERBIA 

Zagreb noses *£irst Orthodox service for tworyears ------=<<---+---<--8e8 02. 
Konrad Raiser corrects distortions in Serbia sanctions debate --------- 02. 
Vojvodina bishop condemns sanctions as "unchristian" ------------------ O02. 
Serbian church leader ‘ready to meet Pope in Sarajevo’ ---------------- 04. 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
SEYCHELLES 


SHARING 


50th anniversary of service recalls duty to poor and oppressed -------- 02. 


SIERRA LEONE 


SINGAPORE 
Singapore caning sentence receives some Christian support ------------- OS. 
SLOVAKIA 
Right to life ----------- 9-999 9  rr rrrrrrcsan O3.. 
Slovak’ Christ ians*6pen seminary? =-S8s=4s6 -6eeh - ee Se > Eee Ser ee os. 
SOCIALISM 


SOCIETY (see CULTURE AND SOCIETY) 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 
SOMALIA 


SOUTH AFRICA 


South African issue leads agenda ---------------------------------55--- ot. 
South Africa: church leader appointed to electoral commission -------- Ol. 
Prayers for fair elections ----------------------------- 9-5 r nnn rrnn ran ae 
Roundup: WCC central committee meets in South Africa ----------------- 02. 
Raiser warns of challenges as South Africa prepares to vote ----------- 02. 
Central committee hears update on South African situation ------------- 02. 
WCC central committee votes to lift sanctions on South Africa --------- O2« 
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SOUTH AFRICA (continued) 


US churches call for responsible investment in South Africa ----------- O2: 
Statement on’ South Africa’ ---------------------------..-- ~~~ ++ 02. 
South Africa’s Dutch Reformed churches meet politicans ---------------- OZ. 
US companies support South African churches’ code of conduct ---------- 03. 
Vatican establishes diplomatic links with South Africa ---------------- 03. 
WCC to send ‘Eminent Persons’ to South Africa’s elections ------------- O27. 
Braver fomcouth Africa’ evelections -----------..-3<. 2-52... ~-.5--- eee 03. 
Tutu calls for ‘effective policing’ after Johannesburg killings ------- 04. 
Church union marks major step forward in dismantling of apartheid ----- 04. 
Zulu king and ANC leader make public calls for peace ------------------ 04. 
Historic vote by millions of South Africans marks apartheid’s end ----- 04. 
Church observers see ‘'reconciliation’ at work in SA election ---------- 05. 
Church leaders pay tribute to South African elections ----------------- Os: 
WCC leader welcomes new uniting church in Southern Africa ------------- O5.: 
Statement by Eminent Persons’ Group to South Africa ------------.------ oS. 
‘Let us forget the past’, Mandela tells South African Christians ------ 5. 
Chikane to step down as SACC general secretary ------------------------ Oi. 
South African Anglicans to reconsider clergy politics ban ------------- 07. 
South African churches call for action on torture claims -------------- 08. 


SOUTH HOPE IN A EUROPE WITH(OUT) BARRIERS (SHEBA) 


SPAIN 
SPIRITUAL WARFARE 
SPIRITUALITY 

SRI LANKA 
STATISTICS 


SUDAN 


Archbishop of Canterbury urges new efforts in Sudan ------------------- Our. 
Aid to southern Sudan halted as flight funds run low ------------------ 02. 


SURINAME 


SURVEYS, POLLS, etc. 


MumvemoreyLotestants growing anichile --++--.04-----2-.22--5-.-~--- sa Oe 
Dulheransanow sOtbad: Seitninlliioniworldwideu—1e 2212-2220 1s 251 Ze Ol. 
islamfand\Christianity haven"top growth rates" --4+<4e- “5 s4--25--...- Od, 
Rel foreplayingeapbiqger part kinius Wi few. ees + oo se se 02. 
Study predicts rapid fall in Dutch church membership ------------------ 03 . 
Yearbook records stable membership for biggest US churches ------------ OS? 
Presbyterianstsupport- ecumenism pol) \finds <ssssmek+ +3 -aesae- ee set- ees 04. 
Survey paints contradictory picture of Russian Christians ------------- 04. 
SWAZILAND 

SWEDEN 

Swedish Lutherans and Methodists agree on recognition ----------------- Ol. 
Mercedes" joy taxes pastor is-sReas= -<s-- 3 assess - Se- 35-5 one ce tee eee o et 04. 
SWITZERLAND 

WCC’ s* Raiser*received+by “Swiss -+federal counci Iic- fee~ se 44- See ed- sn On . 
Presbyterians supporteecumenismipoll findso2-<62<--5=-<-es«e~----=--5~ 04. 


SYNDESMOS (World Fellowship of Orthodox Youth) 


SYRIA 
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TABAGISM 

TAIWAN 

Taiwan Presbyterian leader faces gaol after newspaper sues ------------ 06. 
Taiwan’s Presbyterians fight to end international exclusion ----------- 06. 
US mission board calls for Taiwan ‘'self-determination’ ---------------- 07. 
TANZANIA 

THAILAND 

Thai+bishopecabls tonieVatican ito adopt \Buddhis® practice i=4-ys-s-e7-Sisc O7. 
Aids conference switches service after Anglicans ban homosexuals ------ os. 
‘Virus is unmasking church hypocrisy’:, church leaderrsays.--- -=--==----=- 08. 
THEOLOGY 

New York chair of theology honours: Bonhoefferm- ====- -2- ---=- 5422-75-25 o>. 
Presbyterians support ecunenismy;rpoll findst--- s3-sarse sons - aera 04. 
Bonhoeffer letters: to be published stn 02995 e~ <==> 44-0 ears Reet tte 04. 


THIRD WORLD 


TIBET 

TOURISM (THIRD WORLD) 
TOGO 

TONGA 
TRADITIONALIST 


TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL 


TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 


TURKEY 
wcec refutes alleged support for Kurdish separatist movement ----------- Os 
Religious leaders denounce "crimes committed in name of religion" ----- OZ, 
Failed attack on Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople ------------ 06. 
UGANDA 
UKRAINE 
Ukraine: senior officials’ abandon ‘schismatic);churchs=<--7--+*<2-27-sc0¢ OF. 
Baptist: Union*grows -in Ukraine - -2s+4-<<<<--s+ss-89%0-ssccars eaerrer re o5. 


UNEMPLOYMENT/STRIKES 


UNIATE 


UNIFICATION CHURCH 


Critics: question~role-of -US~-"Parents” -Day’- -proposa o-exe s22s7- ToT -s2Se 02. 


UNION & UNITY 


‘No turning back’ from goal of unity ------------------------r rrr rrr 02. 
Church union marks major step forward in dismantling of apartheid ----- 04. 
Historic episcopate, precondition’) for) churchsunity i<*s<<----<-++---<-=- OS. 
Europe’s Protestants take first step to speak with ‘single voice’ ----- Os. 
WCC must ‘prepare ground’ for eucharistic communion ------------------- ‘ay & 


‘Unity is not only nice words’ <<< <<<-<<<<<s38< 203 0R 83306 — 8 <r ee OF. 


10 
Ld. 
45 


09 
57 
07 


46 
08 


at 


16 
40 
28 
a3 
03 
29 


UNITED/UNITING 


Uniting Church in Australia agrees rules on ‘sexual abuse’ claims ----- O5% 
Worldpbank#andsEMPtcomewundery attack#2e% Sai< eee tek ok tein See re 08. 


UNITED REFORMED 


UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 


UNITED KINGDOM 


End climate of fear for potential deportees, say UK churches ---------- O01. 
Duchessfon-Kent becomes IRomamizCatholitiess 25/4 sini he Sein ean oe Oe 
British opponents of women’s ordination launch court action ----------- O2: 
Ecumenical Jury honours British and Colombian films ------------------- 03. 
Church of England ordains 32 women in historic ceremony --------------- Oar 
Snurcnesencontrs butestosaidsesbignialeteee = — ni es i ts ek 03. 
Favicament* tomquizearchbiahopds shine i-o- 44 = a i ii ee 03). 
Moving *bishopsi~- 4-sWinds- Soeemases Hees pee = 44 aden ee eee 03". 
Anglo-French talks offer prospect of ecumenicl advance in Europe ------ 04. 
Anglicans denounce inequalities, announce Lambeth Conference ---------- 04. 
Banks try to combine profit-making and church Support ----------------- 04. 
Anglicans in Wales fail to agree to women’s ordination ---------------- 04. 
NewsAnglicantsecretary*qeneralm(JohnePeterson): /-+-=---=--------.-+...-..- 04. 
‘Bible pushed out as churches take to videos and self-help books’ ----- 04. 
20 Anglican priests expected to join Orthodox church ------------------ 04. 
Anglican bishop ordained as Roman Catholic priest --------------------- 04. 
Roman Catholic bishops apologise to divorced people ------------------- 04. 
Sho Selene cl rate rerechanne be Tunnelincnogaing perso a ae eine nee ee 0S’. 
Euthanasia belittles God’s sovereignty, says church committee --------- O05. 
Historic episcopate ‘precondition’ for church unity ------------------- OS. 
‘Historic moment’ tinged with sadness, as Carey ordains women --------- Q5.. 
Church of England to pay £3 million a year to departing priests ------- 06. 
etowanlttordetendsallefaiths!vosays Princeyof \Walesu-------—-----+------ 07 
Many black*Anglicanststaysoffiparishielectoral rol] \---------------.-.- OF. 
Boi tish*MethodistsshoncunehO@Rrmes sydesee oe - --- oe eee O?. 
Archbishop of Canterbury commemorates George Bell --------------------- Ou. 
British churches take action to stem ‘racial incidents’ --------------- 07. 
Warson" war COYSt+====—/=-Sicigiet sane a ainee S25 5 - + ---- -  e 07. 
Protest against gay ministry costs Methodist minister his job --------- 07. 
Anglican priest dismissed for not believing in personal god ----------- 08. 


UNITED NATIONS & UN AGENCIES 


Raiser helps launch International Year of the Family ------------------ O15. 
wcc to ECOSOC: social, economic conditions not enough for health ----- O01. 
1995 summit holds promise of ‘fruitful development’ ------------------- O2. 
Soeenow Orrtace Cataatrophebin ‘Ethionia’ g4s-=-+--~-4----n==-~ 9 - ee 03. 
WCC calls for humanitarian access to Bougainville --------------------- 03. 
Population conference prompts conflict with Vatican ------------------- 04. 
Support community health programmes, churches tell governments -------- Os. 
Taiwan's Presbyterians fight to end international exclusion ----------- 06. 
Panama bishop to be Anglican observer at United Nations --------------- 06. 
Lutherans call for new peace-keeping force ---------------------------- 3 
Raiser questions Vatican campaign on population conference ------------ OF: 
US mission board calls for Taiwan ‘self-determination’ ---------------- 07. 
UNITED 

Canadian church members urged to discuss Quebec’s future -------------- 04. 
US mission board calls for Taiwan ‘self-determination’ ---------------- 07. 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Pre-Islamic»Christian community ‘discovered!in Arabia ------------------ os. 


UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 
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UNITED STATES 


US® “iwec and’ NCC launch: humarn«cightsitviolations: campaign <-- ->72-4- sre Ol. 
Ecumenical “agreements *in -US and: Mexico: --36)25 “Sepa ee St Sr SaaS Ol. 
UstNational 'Couneil ofsChurches#repeats  Haitiepleaie=-=<se-~--~--------= O21. 
Mexican bishop wins church support for aiding Indians ----------------- OAs, 
Critics quesbion rolesofsusinParentsis Daye proposal @n=-- == ----<<-2-=s% Oa. 
Religion playing a bigger part in US life ------—----@es eee eee 02. 
PiAloque marks new milestone: in US: churchsrelations '-> aor = "<7 anes ae 
US bishop endorses air strikes to end war in Bosnia ------------------- O2); 
Newyork chair of theology honours Bonhoelter-~-=--—7 43 -=------------— Dz. 
US churches lend support to human rights investigation ---------------- 02. 
US companies support South African churches’ code of conduct ---------- 02: 
US! churchcouritcil#finds newitmeans*of «suppor lisa seo Saes ae aesese- set 03;. 
Ecumenical women defend meeting against ‘witch-hunt’ ------------------ 03. 
US’ church “council ‘rebukes“christianicoala twonw =4-¢2-257s-hos-es8-Fo-25 03. 
Three Christians honoured in international awards <-------<---<-s-7---cr> 03. 
Seminary” head *removedin "political dispute: - ~e4 shite face oo -sGemes O23. 
Yearbook records stable membership for biggest US churches ------------ 03. 
Call to “restore Haitiantdemocracynes=-= 464 4=s4nesd- 25555 -SSces “e5eestes 04. 
Bank?’ fraud” could*costUsechurch! councitiémi 1lbionss-sa7--senssnee-enes= 04. 
Abortion ‘threatens -Catholiicusupportsfonshealthaplanca= ssaceas-ca-yai-s 04. 
Chicago ‘meeting -focusés on ihope efomethe world gr 5+ 1224- seier- ns -eGess 04. 
Church coalition criticises Korean missile deployment ----------------- 04. 
US Supreme Court judge, Methodist layperson, retires (Harry Blackman) - 04. 
Gutherans “join-anti-landminexscampaign® a2e7- 32-Seoseqse eSeertG Hes lies 04. 
Presbyterian leader criticises Re-Imagining Conference ---------------- 04. 
US Presbyterians ’re-imagine’ budget contributions -------------------- 04. 
Presbyterians support ecumenism, tpobiciindstes4-<saada2-So2 Ser lt eer 04. 
Lutherans condemn anti-semitism’ --<----<<-<-+-s22-8=-s- cer csr r rer rrr 04. 
Bohemian "bank ‘has “assets \Fyozen0=s- s44- +o 22-eesse29--SSeGccsitee rr 04. 
Church leaders challenged to improve relationships -------------------- 04. 
Bonhoeffer vlettersitothe *publishedsin 1995 424-4 25-74-62 -Fescees-se ee 04. 
Bishop “condemns *’Re-imagining’ teritics’ rhetorieias:s+-<28-Saeteh-ss-ree 04. 
’Re-imagining’ controversy grips church as official resigns ----------- 06. 
US church body takes action on ‘fraudulent’ investments --------------- 06. 
South Korea’s veteran activist honoured by US seminary -----------7--77> 06. 
Protestant churches must change or disappear, Pannenberg warns -------- 06. 
Catechism finally reaches US after inclusive language controversy ----- 06. 
Gay and lesbian Christians demand full recognition by US churches ----- O07. 
Presbyterian Church survives ‘Re-imagining’ controversy --------------- 1 
Trekkie translators insBible(battletess-5-s=-=4-F=-- 4) a -See--- 09 
US mission board calls for Taiwan ‘self-determination’ ---------------- OF, 
US church leader defends right to belief and disbelief ---------------- 07. 
Religious News "Service appoints newledi torissestesssSqe —oeees ~shs e 07. 
Cardinal dénotaces*murdervofvabortionidoctorstessss- -ec2se- Soe SSe oS os. 
Call for prayers after murder of Iranian Christian leaders ------------ 08. 
Christians and Jews unite in fight against ‘radical right’ ------------ 08. 
Reformed church alliance admits new members --------33ccer srr rrr rrr 08. 
Spanish-speakers get a more authentic, scholarly Bible ---------------- os. 
Bishops call for public access to information ‘super-highway’ --------- os. 
Pirst Atierican’ chosen’ to*lead®*Sdivation Armys>-se=+> -exerre seers sce 08. 


UNITY (see UNION & UNITY) 
URBAN RURAL MISSION 


URUGUAY 


Uruguay Methodists choose new president (B.Ferrari De Arias) ---------- os. 


VANUATU 
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VATICAN 


Pope’s peace message devoted to family -------------------------------- 
Protestants, Orthodox present Pope with new Bible -—----<-----.....-.....- 
Pope makes health plea ------------------------------------------------ 
Pope }John }Paulelli.callseftoricut, in)marriage:annulments,--+------------- 
One step back, one step forward in Lutheran/Vatican relations --------- 
Vatican denounces call for equal rights for homosexual couples -------- 
Vatican establishes diplomatic links with South Africa ---------------- 
[Ure pebibyanveancemonsy lsayvel Vatican tse e sn in ww ei si ieee 
Pope John Paul II’s plea for Jerusalem -------------------------------- 
Serbian church leader ‘ready to meet Pope in Sarajevo’ ---------------- 
Populattonecont erence promptseeonflict with Vatican -----------.--...-- 
Vabi Camecaticel st papalivisi tttomLebanon! -'s= 4 +6-=-'~ <<. ae 
Pope opens African synod ---------------------------------------------- 
Vatican plans Sinai inter-faith prayer service for year 2000 ---------- 
Roman»Gatholse muns “demand! better conditions ----------+<<-<----<.-...-.- 
Fope +s "10" *to ‘women "priests. divides ‘Roman, Catholics ---=-------<------ 
‘Rigid’ Vatican letter on women priests causes Lutherans concern ------ 
Thai bishop calls on Vatican to adopt Buddhist practice --------------- 
Raiser questions Vatican campaign on population conference ------------ 
Papa beanswers tipped toni t) best-seller Witsty=— += - 96 on 6 ne i iene 
PacriarGh swe PComemiri ROMe!l hla = 2 ie Sinn oi a ei ie ae eee ee nee 
Kurt Waldheim becomes papal knight ------------------------------------ 
Vatican “finds'tbeds! for HolyiVear vere = 99s —- - se ~~ - e 
Roman Catholics in Quebec oppose Pope’s ban on women priests ---------- 


VENEZUELA 
VIETNAM 
Clandestinevordinations®in(Vietnam possible ---------------------..--.- 


VIOLENCE /NON-VIOLENCE 


43 wars going on worldwide as 1994 begins ----------------------------- 
WCC seeks ways to confront ‘spirit, logic and practice of war’ -------- 
Tutu calls for ‘effective policing’ after Johannesburg killings ------- 
Raiser calls on Israelis and Palestinians to reject violence ---------- 
Churches condemn arson attack on German synagogue --------------------- 


WALDENS IAN 


WEST AFRICAN ASSOCIATION OF THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTIONS 


WEST INDIES 
WOMEN 


British opponents of women’s ordination launch court action ----------- 
Church of England ordains 32 women in historic ceremony --------------- 
Ecumenical women defend meeting against ‘witch-hunt’ ------------------ 
Africa’s Reformed churches ‘must give rights to women’ ---------------- 
Women pastors proposed ------------------------------------------------ 
Roman Catholics ‘should prepare for women priests’ -------------------- 
Anglicans in Wales fail to agree to women’s ordination ---------------- 
WOMeGN<SeSr daa C1 Onerock SEN? Centar Church tee sie em i wc ee wenn oe 
Presbyterian leader criticises Re-Imagining Conference ---------------- 
US "Presbyterians ‘“re-iamagine, buaget contributions -—-----------+~------- 
Bishop. condemis.*Re-imagining scritices’srhetoric -~--------------------- 
‘Historic moment’ tinged with sadness, as Carey ordains women --------- 
romanvCacholicununs demandsvetter conditions --~-+-------<---------~--- 
Pope’‘s ‘no’ to women priests divides Roman Catholics ------------------ 
‘Re-imagining’ controversy grips church as official resigns ----------- 
WCC to promote participation by Chinese women ------------------------- 
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WOMEN (continued) 


Raiser warns against narrowing of ecumenical discussion on women ------ 
Project’ to sponsor women for Forum’95 is’ “a joint’ initiative’ =-=<++-==- 
Women in Dialogue -------------- 9-9 - en rrr re reer nere- 
Presbyterian Church survives ‘Re-imagining’ controversy --------------- 
CEC and WCC aim to put a new face on image of European women ---------- 
‘African women and children main victims of economic injustice’ ------- 
‘Rigid’ Vatican letter on women priests causes Lutherans concern ------ 
Roman Catholics in Quebec oppose Pope’s ban on women priests ---------- 
Roman Catholics in Quebec oppose Pope’s ban on women priests ---------- 
Nairobi bishop still hopes to ordain women priests -------------------- 


WORLD ALLIANCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES (WARC) 


Conference to address African issues ---------------------------------- 
WARC general secretary criticizes Lesotho unrest -===++--=--+---=-+--+---->= 
Africa’s Reformed churches ‘must give rights to women’ <=-=------------ 
Protestants should ‘examine’ papacy -------------------------5s---5----- 
Reformed churches announce European meeting --------------------------- 
WARC leader called to lecture on Central European theology ------------ 
WARC president honoured by University" of Geneévar-=—- === ===5s-==--s-s=5 
Reformed church alliance admits new members ------------------<----"5--- 


WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATION (WACC) 

WORLD CHRISTIAN TAMIL CONFERENCE (WCTA) 

WORLD CONFERENCE ON RELIGION AND PEACE (WCRP) 

Sixth wWCRPSto opéen@intitaly «in November to.94 42-4254 22 42-323 eee= 2 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


WCC winter aid to Armenia arrives ------------------------------------- 
Raiser helps launch International Year of the Family ------------------ 
US: WCC and NCC launch human rights violations campaign -------------- 
Australia: Aboriginal and Islander views emerge in WCC report -------- 
WCC to ECOSOC: social, economic conditions not enough for health ----- 
Ecumenical leaders visit Rwanda - express support to churches --------- 
wcc refutes alleged support for Kurdish separatist movement ----------- 
WCC’s Raiser received by Swiss federal council ------------------------ 
WCC appeals for US$ 380 000 for winter relief in Macedonia ------------ 
WCC appeals for victims of landslide in Egypt ------------------------- 
2900 visitors to Ecumenical Centre in 1993 ---------------------------- 
wcc calls for protection for status of Jerusalem ---------------------- 
Russia: Raiser praises church initiatives ---------------------------- 
Mexican*bishop wins churech’support. for aiding indians =-~--~-==+-===-2=45 
South African issue leads agenda -------------------------------------- 
Commission to prepare crucial text on nature of church ---------------- 
Death took two former WCC staff members in January (Geense, v.d.Kooi) -- 
Angola’s grief demands swift action, says WCC delegation -------------- 
1995 summit holds promise of 'fruitful development’ ------------------- 
Konrad Raiser corrects distortions in Serbia sanctions debate --------- 
Brazilian churches protest over claims of Amazon exploitation --------- 
New appointees take up WCC posts (Donnalie Edwards, Joel McClellan) --- 
Raiser calls for an end to hatred in Holy Land’s ‘killing field’ ------ 
Koinonia is not restricted, Konrad Riaser tells church council -------- 
US churches lend support to human rights investigation ---------------- 
’Scandal of disunity’ deplored as WCC team visits Jamaica ------------- 
‘Middle East churches must support integrated development’ ------------ 
WCC calls for humanitarian access to Bougainville --------------------- 
WCC to send ’Eminent Persons’ to South Africa’s elections ------------- 
‘Theological arrogance’ is out, says WCC official --------------------- 
wCcC ‘cannot expect Roman Catholic Church to join’ --------------------- 


oh 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (continued) 


Thousands, including priests and nuns, dead in Rwanda violence -------- 
Central American churches forge new ways ’to be the church’ ----------- 
Raiser calls on Israelis and Palestinians to reject violence ---------- 
Filipino peasants ’endangered’, leader tells WcC ---------------------_- 
Chicago meeting «focusesijon hopesfor »the) world’s ---<---------<.-----..- 
Visits agreed to help end Nagorno-Karabagh conflict ------------------- 
West European churches ‘need liberation from conformity, ------+-----.-- 
Pentecost Messagerirom the, NCCePresidents.--j---+ <2 - + ee 
Breast milk battle flares up after claims of AIDS risk to babies ------ 
Churches launch Rwanda appeal as violence continues ------------------- 
Walter Arnold, a ‘living bridge’, dies in Stuttoartee-s}=-eee oe 
New apartment building to house ecumenical staff in Geneva ------------ 
Rupgeaio has sersdebate sreligion ts) rol ens -.t 2 = 8a ss win oi ee ys icin 
Prepoy. er Jane, SUppOrtuecumenismya poll findai=<« -~eeee ee ese oe eee 
Chip veateane leaders) condemn Gorazdem onslaught ese =< $= 4-<!s- = - ee 
WCC leader welcomes new uniting church in Southern Africa ------------- 
Sapper inatuver Canadians ps landsrights)achurchesstold <-+-=+-------.---- 
China needs religious laws to stop interference, WCC leader told ------ 
Chinese Christians find role in national reconstruction --------------- 
Beijing’s churches struggle to keep up with growth -------------------- 
Christians must co-exist with other religions, Chinese told ----------- 
Churches should protect human rights, Says Hong Kong leader ----------- 
Raiser ‘reasonably optimistic’ about Chinese Christians’ future ------- 
erurcnes launch international appeal for Rwanda -----------------<----< 
Armenia agrees to Azeri prisoner exchange after church mediation ------ 
Serbian Orthodox Church denies blessing military action ------.-------- 
Support community health programmes, churches tell governments -------- 
International church bodies launch urgent Rwanda aid appeal ----------- 
Human rights issues should not be misused, Raiser warns --------------- 
WNCCeCOlypromote partrerpation by Chinese women. =-4->5—-2-o----.--------.-- 
Church mediators assist Rwanda refugees after archbishop’s murder ----- 
Raiser warns against narrowing of ecumenical discussion on women ------ 
World Council of Churches and Roman Catholic Church meet -------------- 
Seek reconciliation among yourselves first, Raiser tells churches ----- 
‘Aboriginal Australians face worse conditions than any in Asia ’ ------ 
Mevwsconrlicts erupteasscol Gwar tends fia ee ee 
Greek politicians call for church help to tackle Albanian tension ----- 
WOMmetyeat 28 LOQGUGgH— =~ eee eee et ee Se aime ere mae ee ee ene 
Necruustiipneparesground’ sfoxn eucharistic communion --------~---.----u46 
Russia’s mainstream churches grow anxious as cults prosper ------------ 
International finance bodies rebuked by ecumenical leader ------------- 
Mission and evangelism conference to be held in Brazil ---------------- 
CEC and WCC aim to put a new face on image of European women ---------- 
Ecumenical gathering looks forward to ex-Yugoslavia after the war ----- 
GeEmate et ume tie) WEC (Sis pensions Ham aim a ie et ee ee 
Ecumenical groups oppose French intervention in Rwanda ---------------- 
Raiser questions Vatican campaign on population conference ------------ 
Bier. SNeMeEr nods St Smnonoll f) Denies = sewer ie lee aaa oe eee meee nee 
Serbian Orthodox bishops reject Geneva plan for Bosnia ---------------- 
Obituary: Former EPS editor killed in car accident ------------------- 


Central Committee, Johannesburg, 20-28 January 


Roundup: WCC central committee meets in South Africa ----------------- 
Raiser warns of challenges as South Africa prepares to vote ----------- 
WCC calls for repentance to halt global warming ----------------------- 
Moderator calls for "responsible society in sustainable creation" ----- 
Harare chosen as site for WCC’s eighth assembly ----------------------- 
Central committee hears update on South African situation ------------- 
WCC central committee votes to lift sanctions on South Africa --------- 
WCC welcomes enew membenicnnrechiesua- << <6ss 6 6 in eo ol eee ene omen 
wcc ‘may need to change’ if Roman Catholic church to join ------------- 
Central committee delegates explore ecumenism at national level ------- 


/continued... 


7 ae 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (continued) 


Churches must become ‘safe for people living with AIDS’ --------------- 02". 


Central committee appoints assembly committees, new staff (Jonas Jonson, 
Dorothy McMahon, Thomas Fitzgerald, Alan Falconer, Evelyn Appiah, Ioan 


Sauca, Helene Moussa, Carole Anderson, Rainer Lingscheid -------------- 02. 
wcc seeks ‘ways ito’ confront’ spirit, “logic andi practi cesoivwa nities o= 02. 
Centralvcommittee ‘cable for gredtertrole: forklaity == =3-> 465 2 aS 44 02/. 
‘MNouturning back’ vfirom goaimofsuni ty eS 9S= 56 yee See ee Se eee 02), 
50th anniversary of service recalls duty to poor and oppressed -------- 021. 
Message to churches’ in countries of former Yugoslavia:----------------- 02. 
Global warming and climate change: “icall»toxchurches) <-=s5<* 2=-S-5-<s-= 02). 
Statement on South Africa ===-+2++=s~<-- -==== --<he}s=- ssh 2+ --9--s-e854-s4 02. 


wccC_ Assembly (Eighth) 


Harare chosen as site for WCC’s eighthvassembly\== <@==="=> -=------ -5-==- Q2). 


Central committee appoints assembly committees, new staff (Jonas Jonson, 
Dorothy McMahon, Thomas Fitzgerald, Alan Falconer, Evelyn Appiah, Ioan 


Sauca, Helene Moussa, Carole Anderson, Rainer Lingscheid -------------- O2). 
wCC must? prepare ground *forveucharieticrcommunioniers- +2422 42-44-- 244 OZ) 


WORLD EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP (WEF) 


‘70 000 new Christians every day’, claims evangelical leader ---------- O3t 


WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS (WJC) 

WORLD METHODIST COUNCIL (WMC) 

WORLD PEACE COUNCIL (WPC) 

WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION (WSCF) 
WORLD URBAN MISSIONS (WUM) 

WORLD VISION INTERNATIONAL (WVI) 


WORLD WILDLIFE FEDERATION (WWF) 


WORSHIP 

YEAR 2000 

Vatican finds’ beds) formbolyVeark<eeese oo— SS 4h} EP A Oa ot Sas OD. 
YMCA 

YMCA challenged to raise awareness on debt crisis ---------------5----- os. 
YWCA 

YOUTH 

80» 000 syoung..Christiansigatherein  Munich@-s2----ser esr ec ten ore reeHs Ol. 
Conference to address African issues -<--<<"<----49--<ssscec¢ 5-4 c> core O1. 
‘African women and children main victims of economic injustice’ ------- OT. 


YUGOSLAVIA (ex-) 


ex-Yugoslavia: Round Table condemns expulsions and arms trade -------- OD. 
zagreb hosts first Orthodox service for two /years®-<<-<+44+-<S==--se"-"-> 02. 
Lutherans distributed US$ 8.2 million in Bosnian aid ------------------ 02. 
Conflict in Bosnia prompts conflicting calls for action <<-=<-=-+=4-~==- 02. 
Message to churches in countries of former Yugoslavia ----------------- 02. 
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YUGOSLAVIA (ex-) (continued) 


Konrad Raiser corrects distortions in Serbia sanctions debate --------- O02. 44 
US bishop endorses air strikes to end war in Bosnia --------------.---- 02. 45 
Voovodina bishop condemis @anctions as "“unchristian" ---------~--..._.. O02. 46 
Orthodox churches establish new relief agency ------------------------- 02. 47 
Religious leaders denounce "crimes committed in name of religion" ----- O21 5-7 
Lutheran World Federation calls for swifter aid to ex-Yugoslavia ------ Oss tL 
Sarajevo archbishop rebukes international community ------------------- 03. 46 
Serbian church leader ‘ready to meet Pope in Sarajevo’ ---------------- Odea 1 
Russian Orthodox Church denies ‘pro-Serbian pressure’ ----------------- 045.37 
Christian leaders condemn Gorazde ‘onslaught’ ------------------------- ere ae 
Church leader calls for ‘prayer and faithfulness’ in Balkans ---------- 04. 81 
Patriarch denies ‘Orthodox axis’ linking Belgrade and Moscow ---------- 05. 04 
Serbian Orthodox Church denies blessing military action --------------- 05. 30 
Alexei II calls on religious leaders to disown Bosnian conflict ------- 06. 06 
Ecumenical gathering looks forward to ex-Yugoslavia after the war ----- Ona 
Serbian Orthodox bishops reject Geneva plan for Bosnia ---------------- O7LaSe 
German church leader accuses Serbian church of nationalism ------------ 08. 04 
ZAIRE 
Death, disease, hunger, thirst, fatigue and fear haunt Goma ----------- C7725 0 
ZAMBIA 
ZIMBABWE 
ZIONISM 

Le Sk See a Me Se ee ea ee eR 

SPECIAL FINAL ISSUE 

FOR THE PERIOD 1934-1994 
Letter from the editors ------------------------------------------ 94.FIN.01 
1934: Church reunion discussed in Poland ------------------------- 02 
1934: Indian women’s vote for peace ------------------------------ -03 
1940: Orthodox and Protestant bishops call for statement of peace aims 04 
1940: Indian nationalism and Indian Christians ------------------- 205 
1940: Relations betwen the Anglican Church and the Orthodox churches . 06 
1940: USSR: Women in the Ministry -------------------------------- 07 
1944: The death of the Archbishop of Canterbury ------------------ .08 
Pao Geran) Lat etm eWw SESE YV LCE. 2 sa eo = om ow a a 09 
1945: Germany: death of Pastor Dietrich Bonhéffer --------------- Xe 
1945: USA: The Federal Council of Churches and the Atomic Bomb --- ae 
1956: World Council officers issue appeal for Hungary ------------ ya t 
1956: The churches face events in the Middle Bast ---------------- v1.3 
1956: Turkey: attempt to have Ecumenical Patriarch expelled ----- 14 
1961: RC theologian says Vatican Council will have "ecumenical aims" wae 
1961: WCC breaks with tradition: elects two laymen to presidium - ~L6 
1961: WCC Assembly sends message on race to South Africa --------- a 
1968: French clergy ‘strike’ over closing of mines --------------- 18 
1968: Czech pastors commit themselves to "passive resistance" ---- a Ne 
1968: Orthodox leader wants Catholics in World Council’s ranks --- apr 5) 
1969: Programme to Combat Racism set by Central Committee -------- wad 
1972: World Council receives gift from Pope ---------------------- nae 
1989: Church calls for DDR reform -------------------------------- eins 
1990: Gorbachev on religion: attitude changing ------------------ 24 
1994: Church union marks major step forward in dismantling of apartheid Pe 
1994: Trekkie translators in Bible battle ------------------------ 26 


E CoUr'vVerl EWS 


Rwanda - Class War not Race War ---------<--------- 9 oor rrr os. 


Fe FR Fee ER Ke ee eae ee 


Bac Un. ky, At (by issue) 


04 
Message to churches in countries of former Yugoslavia ----=----<<--=<-<= 02. 
Global. warming “andiclimarce change: . cal istclchurches. =—— oo 4— — ss === O02. 
Statement On South Africa -----)-- -36 3 == 3 = oa ne wa nn nn = = 02. 
08 
Dreave re For. Sout eae reat Ok CCC LOTS a eae Oa a a Ose 
09 
Pentecost Message) fromatne WCC Presidents )-s..0= ~~~ ~< 9-56 a= aoe = a 04. 
10 
Statement. by..Eminent Persons’ Group to Souem ALTIca --2--<-<=s=~==sae- O57 
wee? 
General assembly statement of the Leuenberg churches ------------------ D5 
15 
felt a ee Be OMY A: ee g OL We alas Ne tc een lieth ain lle 06. 
za 
ATinity isnot som ly Sy Ce. Weck sated ee a ea So ee Se 7 
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